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17 5; but NO] cant, that 4 | 
ond watch for you all manner 1 
1 7 ways, and that ſome part of | 
E ALES) 2c Nights you make me paſs |} 

without Sleep, - foould -be beſtowed on this 


| Employment which yon Dave ' ordained me - 
1 obey you without R epugnance, both bee 
Az cauſe 


4 


The Author to Caliſta. J 
cauſe in pleaſing you I meet my Satisfaction 
and my perfect Glory, and becauſe-T indeed 0 
find fome pleaſure in entertaining my ſelf till 
with Perſons, towards whom your Inclinati. 

ons have cauſed a Friendſhip in me. My He- 
#0es now are dearer to me by your Approbation 4 
than by their own Deſert, and ſince you hade 
Judged them worthy of your Aﬀettions, they 4 
are too proud of that high Fortune to neglect 9 
any thing from henceforth that may maintain 

them in it, or to conceal any of thoſe gallaut 
Actions from you which may Vreſerve them | z 
in your eſteem. They, when I was taken ub 3 
with Buſineſſes very different from this, ſolli- 
cited me themſelves to give you the Continua- 
tion of their Adventures, and I bad your © 
Commands too deeply graven in my Remem- 
brance to reſiſt their Sollicitations. T here 1 
bring them to you a fourth time, divine Ca- 5 1 
liſta ; at their next viſit they ſhall take their ® 
Leave of yon, and in this they perbaps will | 
tell you ſome part of that you have deſired | 
from them. If you thivk my Arſaces to i 
long in the recital of bis Life, perbaps. you 4 
will. pardon that Defect, in Conſideration of ; 
the Accidents whereof it is compoſed, and of 
| tho 


* 


The Author to Caliſta. 5 
| the Importance of the Actions and Perſon; 
nce his Death" drew Tears from your fair 


Eyes, aud that yon have intereſſed your ſelf &- 
nozgh both in bis return, aud in bis whole 


4 Fortune, to bear the relation of it without 
= 7rearineſs. If all the Adventures of it are 
1 not equal, aud if you find ſome places in them 
ut ß ſtrong, nor ſo diverting as others, you 
7 vil be pleaſed to conſider, that my Tuvention 
Das not had an entire Liberty, and that it bas 
= been rack*d by Chronology, by the Truth of the 
= Hiftory, and by thoſe things I had already 
X written ; and, in ſvort, that ] have been pus 
o it, as many others would have been, to 
nate Darius's Son paſs his time handſomly 
4 in Scythia, whilſs his Country was laid de- 
ſ/ſclate, and his Father deprived of his Empire, 
and of his Life, by Alexander's vickłorious 
Forces, Tet in this Encounter, and in many 
= others, which truly have kept me in a very 
i ' troubleſome Conſtraint, I have ſtuck to Proba- 
bility as much as poſſibly J could, and bave 
WJ made up a Story which in mine own Opinion 
1s not the moſt defective of this Piece. Tou 
Hour ſelf (it may be) will make & more favou- 
Kh Judgment of it, than I, ſiuce you hade 

„ Ver 
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BOOK I. 


1 [536 AN 95 n ILE * but Joy reſounds in the 


DX Prince of Scythia's Tent, Sorrow diſplays 
W all its mournful Effects in that of Antige- 


5 nus, and in the Soul of young Demetrius. 


That amorous Prince, whom the Variety 
1 of ſo many Objects, and of ſo many Em- 
=X ployments, could not et from his fatal Thoughts, 


3 was gone out as ſoon as Day began to break, to pay his 


E ordinary Tribute to the Aſhes of his Hermione. He had 
"X waſh'd the cold Marble of her Tomb with his Tears, 
WT whoſe Source ſeem'd impoſſible to be dried up; he had 
invok'd her Ghoſt, ds a thouſand times pronounc'd thac 
Name ſo dear to his Remembrance; when after having 
ſpent ſome time in theſe doleful Employments, he began 
1 A 4 to 


Fr: CASSANDRA. Part IV. 
to walk along the River-ſide, ſecking in all kind of Ob- 
je&s for new Matter to increaſe his Aﬀtigion.. et - -v 

He was inſenſibly gotten a good way from the Camp, 
and already drew near that Walk which reach'd from the 
Bank of the River to the Temple of Apo4o, When he 
chanc'd to light upon an extraordinary Adventure. He 
firſt ſaw certain Horſes looſned from a Chariot which 
flood ſome twenty Paces from them, and a little farther 
oft under certain Trees he ſaw Women ſitting upon the 
Graſs, and three or four Men ſtanding about them. De- 


metrius s ſorrowtul Humour made him think of going di- 1 


rectly back, or of turning into ſome other way to avoid 
tkat Encounter. 5 

For that Purpoſe, after having taken a little Circuit, 
he left that Company on his Right-hand, but paſſing ſome- 
what near them, he diſcover'd Objects that, were power- 
tu] enough to ſtay him, and make him change his Reſo- 
lution. He caſt his Eye upon thoſe Women with more 
Curiofity than his Grief ſcem'd to have left him, and be- 
ing naturally a Lover, or rather an Idolater of that Sex, 


he began to intereſt himſelf in certain Sighs and Com- 


plaints he heard come from among them. That potent 
Inclination which was predominant-in him over all o- 
thers, ſuſpended the Violence of his Sorrow for a few 
Moments, and made him capable of ſome Attention, and 
even of ſome deſire to know more. To ſatisfy himſelf 
he drew near to thoſe Trees again, and took his place 
behind a Hedge, thro' which he diſtinctly could obſerve 
the Perſons whereof that Company was compoſed. 7 There 
Was a young Lady, to whom all the reſt - bore Reſpect as 
to the Miſtreſs, or Chief of two Women'that ſeem'd to 
be her Retinue, an old Man of reaſonable good Preſence, 


and ſome other Servants. This Lady was laid __ 3% 


upon the Graſs, leaning her Head in the Lap of one o 
thoſe Women; the old Man was fitting five or ſix Paces 
from her, and the Servants ſtood waiting round about 
them. wh ; vid > 01 51602 4tc.” 
Demetrius could ſee the Lady's Face but on the ſide, 
yet in that little that appear'd to his Eyes he obſerved 
an extraordinary Beauty. That fight obliged him to lend 
an Ear to their Converſation, and then he heard the 
| Lady 
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Book L 24 S SANDRA 


lady ſpeak on this manner; Haiter me nd longer, Theo- 
genes, but think as I do, that this eternal Anger of the Gods 
2 Ph no other Cauſe but my Ingratitude, and the meanueſs of 


my Spirit; I am confident enough of it to believe, that it hath 
drawn part of thoſe Deſolations which have fallen upon our 


XZ Houſe, and I account it a manifeſt, Folly to ſtruggle any 
more againſt my Deſtiny. Ab] hoe 1 ſoould 
I have eſcaped, if I had not ſurviv'd that 

= <vbich ſettled a gloomy cruel Night for ever in my Soul] What 
an infinite of Tears ſbould I have ſpared my Eyes, and fru 
X77 how many bloody diſmal &pect acles could I have freed them? 
= How great Remorſe, how great Repentance ſtould\T hape a- 
voided, and in foort, what a World of Miſeries ould I have 
"X jor/aken, to enjoy that reſt which you have always oppoſed ? 4A 


deplorable Lofts 


auithout doubt ! (continued ſhe, with a. Voice interrupte 


by many Sighs) without doubt, O moſt valiant, and, maſt 
=X conftant Prinee, I ought to have accompanied you to your Grade 
XZ 7/ould then no more be guilty of, faint-hearteaneſs, and ſhould 
only have felt my firſt Misfortunes. I ftould not have ſeen the 


loſs of my Friends, and the general Ruin of our Family, nor 


= /ould I have been reduced to wander from Province to Province, 
238 70 ſeek a Sanctury for this Life, which I þ ad fo * Oe "ow. 


| Zo Hate. 


” 


This fair deſolate Lady brought forth theſe Words with 
ſo ſad and yet ſo pleaſing a Tone, that they pierced even 
into the very Soul of Demetrius, and preſently begot a 
Deſire in him, both to know that Stranger, and to offer 
her his Aſſiſtance in the Miſeries ſhe complained of. 
With this Intent, lending an Ear to their Diſcourſe more 
carefully than before, he heard that the old Man, after 


having kept ſilence a good while, made this Reply, It is 


no longer time, Madam, to renew your Grief by theſe 


tragical Remembrances which afflict you, and to ſeck out 
new Matter of Sorrow in a Wound, which Time, your 


Reaſon, and your Reſignat ion to the Will of the Gods, 
Wy ought to have perfectly cured. You have ſpent Time e- 
nough in mournful Employments, and you have ſhewed 
both Senſe enough of your Loſſes, and Contempt enough 


of your Life, to fear no Reproaches of Ingratitude, or of 


Meanneſs of Spirit. Think now of giving ſome Reſt un- 


zo your Mind, and begin to hope for an end of part of 
| | your 


ql 2 


1 
= 
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trom all new Cauſe of Apprehenſion. 
fair afflicted Lady, with a ſigh) fall 1 hope for the Recove- 3 


Abe true Cauſe of all my Tears, — gon will have me hope 
"them but little Senſe of ours. 


which made him protect the miſerable, and the oppreſſed. 


* N * 7 8 


8 1 P 


2 


your Miſeries. The Gods do expreſly command it you, | 
and they have diſcovered their Intentions clearly enough, 
to leave your Diſobedience no Excuſe, and to free you 


"ds Soy 
Rt «4 


PRE *> S 
C 


& n +; 
co, ef r 
a TS.” 1/3 wh 


What would you have me hope, © Theogenes ? (ſaid the | 


5 * n 
8 4 
* 3 


F thoſe Ferſons I have left ? and vill thoſe Gods, whoſe 
Neaſure ought to be a ſacred Lag to us, reſtore me the King 
n Father, of <oboſe Death theſe Eyes were ſad Spettators ? i 
Mil they regain me that dear Prince, cubom my Ingratitude 
Jem unto bis Grave ? Ab Theogenes, you knoev that tha: 


fer the end of my Wandrings, and for that Refuge which we 
ſeek againſt our Perſecutors, heev little able is that hope to com- 
fort me; and beſides, h little certainty is there in it! lat 

great Man, at hoſe Feet <ve went to ſeek both Refuge and 
: Revenge, is now no longer in this World, and his valiant Suc- "X 
ceſſors are imbroil d in Quarrels themſelves, u bich wil leave 


The Lady without Queſtion would have ſaid more, if 
Demetrius by chance had not ſhewed himſelf a little, and 
by that fight interrupted their Converſation, When 
He ſaw he was diſcoyered, he reſolved to make his ad- 
dreſſes to that Stranger, and aſſure her that amongſt 4. 
Texander's Succeſſors ſhe ſhould ſtill find that Generofity 
At his coming toward them, the fair Stranger raiſed up i 
her Head, and obſerving ſomething that was great and 
noble in Demetrius's Face, ſhe believed him to 4 a Man 
of Quality, and thought her ſelf oblig'd to riſe, to repay 
part of his Salutation. Demetrius hai no ſooner caſt his 
Eyes upon her, but he was in a manner blinded with the | 
Luſtre of that marvellous Beauty, and calling to mind | 
the Remembrance of the moſt accompliſh'd one he knew, 
he was of Opinion,that he had ſeen nothing in the Faces ot | 
the Princeſs Berenice, or of Queen Statira, which might 
not be equall'd in that of this young Stranger, The whi- | 
teſt and ſmootheſt things in the whole World, came no- 
thing near the Delicacy of her Skin, all the Lineaments 
of her Face were form'd, as it were in Emulation, with 
the moſt exact Proportion Nature could poſſibly beſtow, 
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and her Eyes had ſomething in them that was extreamly 


moving, but moving with fo much Sweetneſs and Majeſty 


together, that twas impoſſible to bear the Glances of 
them without being dazled. They inclin'd toward 
black, and her Hair was of the fame Colour; her Neck, 
her Hand, her Stature left nothing to be defired for their 
Perfection, and the amazed Demetrius found ſo many Cau- 


12 4 ſes of Admiration in that lovely Object, that he loſt part 


ol his Confidence, and could not approach ſo divine a 
Perſon, without extraordinary Fear and Reſpect. Vet 
did he draw near her with a very low Obeyſance, and 
when ſhe had returned, what the greateſt Strangers 
thought due to his graceful Faſhion 5 Madam, (faid he) 
the Liberty Itake, <vould not be pardonable, if the Cauſe of it 
were not very lawful , nor bad I interrupted 2 Converſa- 
tion, but to put you ont of the Doubts you have of Alex- 


ander's Succeſſors. My neareſt and beſt Friends hold fome 


Rank amoneft them, and I pal not be diſavow'd by the bes- 
ter part, <oben I proteſt to you, that they will receive the Oc- 
caſions of doing you ſervice, as the moſt glorious Fortunes that 
can befal them. Demetrius ſpake theſe Words with ſuch a 
Grace, that the fair Stranger found little leſs Reafon of 
Aſtoniſnment in him, than he had met in her, and know- 
ing both by his Words, and by many Marks of Greatneſs 
which ſhone forth viſibly in him, that he was no com- 
mon Perſon, ſhe received his Diſcourſe, and anſwered 
him with much Civility; Whoſoever you are, (ſaid 
© ſhe) that with ſuch goodneſs offer your Aſſiſtanee to 
© afflicted Perſons, your Countenance gives much Credit 
© to your Words, and I ſhall never doubt but that ſuch 
a Man as you are, muſt needs be one, and one of the 
© molt worthy Succeflors of Alexander. I am one of the 
leaſt conſiderable amongſt them, (replied Demetrius) but 
I have confidence enough in their Friendſhip, and in 
their Vertue, to offer you all the fuccour you can deſire 
of them, and to intereſt them in your Quvarrel, with 
a Leal which will make them forget their own to ferve 
you. Their Affairs, (anſwered the Stranger) are fo 
N and fo important, that the Intereſts of a miſers- 
le Woman ought not to withdraw them from thorn; 
neither is it my Intention to make them any une! 12 

N £ Requ {, 
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10 CAS SANDRA. Part IV. 
your Miſeries. The Gods do expreſly command it you, 
and they have diſcovered their Intentions clearly enough, 
to leave your Diſobedience no Excuſe, and to free you 
trom all new Cauſe of Apprehenſion. 5 
' What would you have me hope, © Theogenes? (ſaid the 7 
fair afflicted Lady, with a ſigh) {ball 1 bope for the Recove- © 
u thoſe Perſons I have left ? and will thoſe Gods, whoſe 
Neaſure ought to be a ſacred Lacy to us, reſtore me the King 
ny Father, of <vboſe Death theſe Eyes were ſad Spectators? 
Will they regain nre that dear Prince, evhom my Ingratitude 
Sent umo bis Grave ? Ab ! Theogenes, you know that that's 
abe true Cauſe of all my Tears, and if you will have me hope 
Fer the end of my Wanarings, and for that Refuge which we 
ſeek againſt our Perſecutors, hoæv little able is that hope to com- 
fort me; and beſides, boy little certainty is there in it That 
great Man, at evhoſe Feet <ve went to ſeek both Refuge and 
"Revenge, is now no longer in this World, and his valiant Suc- Xx 
 reſſors are imbroil d in Quarrels themſelves, which wilt leave 
' them: but little Senſe of ours. | = 
The Lady without Queſtion would have faid more, if 
Demetrius by chance had not ſhewed himſelf a little, and 
by that fight interrupted their Converſation, When 
the ſaw he was diſcovered, he reſolved to make his ad- 
drefles to that Stranger, and aſſure her that amongſt A- 
Jexander's Succeſſors ſhe ſhould till find that Generoſity 
which made him protect the miſerable, and the oppreſſed. 
At his coming toward them, the fair Stranger raiſed up 
her Head, and obſerving ſomething that was great and 
noble in Demetrius's Face, ſhe believed him to be a Man 
of Quality, and thought her ſelf oblig'd to riſe, to repay 
part of his Salutation. Demetrius had no ſooner caſt his 
Eyes upon her, but he was in a manner blinded with the 
Luſtre of that marvellous Beauty, and calling to mind 
the Remembrance of the moſt accompliſh'd one he knew, | 
he was of Opinion, that he had ſeen nothing in the Faces of | 
the Princeſs Berenice, or of Queen Statira, which might 
not be equall'd in that of this young Stranger. The whi- 
_ eſt and ſmootheſt things in the whole World, came no- 
thing near the Delicacy of her Skin, all the Lineaments 
of her Face were form'd, as it were in Emulation, with 
the moſt exact Proportion Nature could poſlibly _— 
an 
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and her Eyes had 3 in them that was extreamly 
moving, but moving with fo much Sweetneſs and Majeſty 
together, that *rwas impoſſible to bear the Glances of 
them without being dazled. They inclin'd toward 
black, and her Hair was of the ſame Colour; her Neck, 
her Hand, her Stature left nothing to be deſired for their 
Perfection, and the amazed Demetrius found ſo many Cau- 
ſes of Admiration in that lovely Object, that he loſt part 
ol his Confidence, and could not approach ſo divine a 
Perſon, without extraordinary Fear and Reſpect. Vet 
did he draw near her with a very low Obeyſance, and 
when ſhe had returned, what the greateſt Strangers 
thought due to his graceful Faſhion 3 Madam, (ſaid he) 
XZ the Liberty I tale, would not be pardbnable, if the Cauſe Mis 
= cvere not very lIaauful; nor bad I interrupted or Converſa- 
tion, but to put you out of the Doubts you have of Alex- 
X ander's Succeſſors. My neareſt and beſt Friends hold ſome 
Rant * them, and I Hall not be tiſavow'd by the bes- 
ter part, when I proteſt to you, that they will receive the O- 
= caſions of doing you ſervice, as the moſt glorious Fortunes that 
| I can lefal ibem. Demetrius ſpake theſe Words with ſuch a 
| XZ Grace, that the fair Stranger found little leſs Reaſon of 
| X Afſoniſhmefit in him, than he had met in her, and know- 
ing both by his Words, and by many Marks of Greatneſs 
- # which ſhone forth viſibly in him, that he was no com- 
mon Perſon, ſhe received his Diſcourſe, and anſwered 
him with much Civility; < Whoſoever you are, (ſaid 
© ſhe) that with ſuch goodneſs offer your Aſſiſtanee to 
© afflicted Perſons, your Countenance gives much Credit 
© to your Words, and I ſhall never doubt but that ſuch 
© a Man as you are, muſt needs be one, and one of the 
© molt worthy Succeſſors of Alexander. I am one of the 
< leaſt conſiderable amongſt them, (replied Demetrius) but 
I have confidence enough in their Friendſhip, and in 
their Vertue, to offer you all rhe fuccour you can deſire 
of them, and to intereſt them in your Quarrel, with 
a Zeal which will make them forget their own to ferve 
you. Their Affairs, (anſwered the Stranger) are fo 
N and fo important, that the Intereſts of a miſeta- 
le Woman ought not to withdraw them from them, 
neither is it my Intention ro make them any ung il 
| £Rcqu f 
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© Requeſt, but only to demand a Retreat againſt my eru- 


© ly, allied many ways to that of Alexander the Great, do 

© proſecute the wretched Relicks of it with an unparal- 

c lel'd Inhumanity. You may obtain all that you can 

© defire of them without demanding it, (ſaid Demetrius) 7 

© and they that could refuſe any thing to the very Look / 

© of a Perſon like your ſelf, would be unworthy of the : 
1 
7 


zune. 


1 CAS SANDRA... Part IV. 


© el Enemies, who having deſtroyed an illuſtrious Fami- 


N 


Memory of Alexander. The Alliance of your Family 
© to that great King will be very conſiderable amon 

© them, who acknowledge all their Glory, and all their 
© Fortune from him, but your Beauty will perſuade them 
© more powertully than any other 1 whatſoever.” 
The fair Stranger, extreamly ſatisfied with this firſt En- 
counter, which by Demetrius's Civility, made her judge 
favourably of that of his Companions, was already paſh- 
onately defirous to know him; and her Deſire, which 
ſhe durſt not expreſs, was beginning to appear. in her Face, 
when ſome Officers of the Army paſſing by, and ſeeing 
Demetrius, came towards him with much Reſpect; 
whereby ſhe learned the Greatneſs of his Quality, bur 
not being fully ſatisfied with that, ſhe made ſign to the 
old Man, who accompanied her, to inform himſelf more 
particularly. Theogenes had no ſooner heard from one of 
thoſe Men, and the fair Stranger from Theggenes, that it 
was Demetrius the Son of Antigonus, whoſe Name was 
known thro' all Europe and Aſia, but coming to him, Sir, 
(faid ſhe) I by ſo many Marks of Greatneſs as appear in 
you, might certainly know you to be a Prince, and I was 
already confident of it, before I heard you were the Son 
of Prince Antigonus; his Name is not unknoyyn in our 
Countries, neither was his Perſon to the King my Fa- 
ther: Your Youth hath not hindred your Reputation 
from extending it ſelf as far as the place of my Nati- 
vity, and I cannot but thank my Fate, for having ſo 
happily given me this firſt Encounter. Demetrius an- 
ſwered with very low Submiſſion, and reiterated the Of- 
fers he had made her, with ſq much Affection and Reſpect, 
that ſhe thought ſhe was obliged to diſcover her ſelf to 
him, and to give him a perfect Knowledge of her For- 
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| . 8 
Demetrius confounded at ſo obliging a Diſcourſe, could 


not find Words to expreſs the Senſe he had of it, and the 


Sight, and ſweet Converſation of that divine Stranger, 


having in part ſuſpended his Remembrance of Hermione, 
he prepared himſelf for Attention, with a reſpect ſuitable 


to the Favour he received; and having teſtified how con- 
fiderable it was to him, he ſat down with her, by her 
Command, and making Sign to the Officers to retire, he 
lent a greedy Ear to her Relation, which ſhe began im- 


mediately in theſe Words. 
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| deſcended, ſince indeed it draws its Original from the 


Clecpatra, whom he had by a former Wife, in Marriage 


pPlotia his Wife, the Daughter of Menon the Theſſalian, | 


Education, the Princeſs my Mother contributing on her 


fection, as that ſhe bore me. 
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The Hiſtory of Deidamia. | 
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Shall not injure 


Leah, if I tell you, that there is 
frious, than that whereof I am 


f 
it 


no Blood more 


Gods, and that from Father to Son without any interrufſ- 
tion, we fetch our Pedigree from the great Achifes : He 
was the Father of Hrrbus, who after the Siege of Troß, 
being driven out of his Country, came to inhabit among 
the Moloſſes, where he eſtabliſhed the Monarchy of the 
Epirotes. His Son ſucceeded him, and his Poſterity has 
reigned after him in a right Male line to King Arinivs, 1 
the Father ob Alexander my Uncle, King of Epirus, 1 
Zacidas my Father who ſucceeded him in that Kingdom, 
and of Queen Olympias the Wife of Philip, and Mother of 
Alexander the Great. By this ſhort touch of our Genea- 7? 
logy, I have let you ſee the Kindred that was between 
the late King Alexander, and us; and moreover you with- 8 
out doubt have heard, how ro augment that Alliance 
between our Families, King Ehilip gave his Daughter 


to Alexander my Uncle, who by that double Affinity be⸗ 
came both his Son- in-Law, and his Brother-in-Law. 2 

After this Knowledge of my Quality, I will tell you, 
that I was born of Prince Zacidas and of the Princefs | 


who acquired fo great Reputation in the Lamaick War. 1 
was bred up in the Court of King Alexander my Uncle, 
and he ſeeing himſelf Childlefs, and loving the Prince his 
Brother very dearly, cauſed great Care to be taken of my 


Q. 


ſide, whatſoever could be expected from fo tender an Af- 1 


2 
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I will not entertain you with the particulars of my In- 
„fancy, among which there is nothing worthy to be told 
vou, and 'twill be ſufficient to let you know I paſſed ic 
vwichout any Trouble, and that was the only Time where- 
in I taſted any Sweetneſs or Tranquility. I was as much 
made of by the King my Uncle, and by the Queen his 
Wife, as if I had * their own Daughter, and the 
Marks of a reaſonable good Nature which were obſerved 
in me, rather than the Appearances of a growing Beauty, 
wherewith ſome began to perſecute me, gained me the 
Affections of the whole Court, I lived on this manner, 
(ſince I muſt abridge the recital of matters of ſmall im- 
portance) until my thirteenth Year, which was the laſt 
of the calm, and quietneſs of my Life. The King my 
2X VUncle, in whom the Fame of the other Alexander his 
2X Brother-in-Law, and his Nephew, begot an Emulation, 
and who was neither behind him in Ambition, nor in 
Courage, imagined himſelf to be born for great Enterpri- 
zes as well as he; and did not deſpair of obtaining as 
. 'F glorious ViRories as his. With this Delign, he raiſed a 
potent Army, and aiming at the Conqueſt of the Weſt, 


4 he paſſed into Itah, after having put the Government of 
bis Kingdom into the Hands of my Father, who took the 


Care of it upon him at his Deſire, and bearing a great 
Affection to his Brother, uſed that Confidence he had in 
him with a perfect Fidelity, and acquitted himſelf with- 


ce | | | 
er out reproach of the Charge that had been given him. 
„e The Kingdom for a certain Time remained peaceable e- 
*_ IF nough, but within a while after, ſome of the Moloſſes, 


2X who naturally are a ſtirring ſeditious People, roſe up in 
Arms by the ſecret Practices of Antipater, whom Alexander 
z the Great had left in Macedonia, and who contrary to his 
3 Maſter's Intent ions, ſtrove to make himſelf great in Europe, 
7 © =: the coſt of his Neighbours, and Allies: To foment the 
Rebellion of the Mols he underhand furniſhed them 
„with Men and Money, and by his Aſſiſtance they grew 
ſo powerful, that at laſt they made War openly, ſer a 
ro mighty Army on foot, and marched avs 1g toward Aa- 
-_ WF c70as, with an Intent to give him Battel. My Father, 
who at firſt had been a little negligent of that Revolt, 
was extreamly unprepared ; yet having a very good Cou- 
F rage, 


ov 
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16 


Men. 


ving given them Battel very unſeaſonably, his Army 


weaker by the half than theirs, was utterly defeated, and © 
ſcarce was he able with a ſmall remainder of his Men, 
to fave himſelf in Ambracia the Metropolis of the King- 
| Then it t 
was that he ſaw the Fault he had committed, in fighting 
ſo raſhly ; and that foreſeeing the continuation of that 
War, and the Progreſs the Enemies might make if they 
knew how to lay hold of their Advantage, he ſent Diſ- 
patches on all Sides to his Allies to demand their Aſſiſt- 
| the Town, 
and gather'd together all the Forces he had cauſed to be 
levied. While he was thus employed, the Rebels made 
themſelves Maſters of the Field, under the Conduct of ⁶⁵⁶ 
one Tharritas a valiant Commander, and finding no more 
reſiſtance, came audaciouſly and laid Siege before Ambra- 
cia, where we were all retir'd : My Father had already 3 


dom, where the whole Court did ſtill reſide. 


| ance, and in the interim Jabour'd to fortify 


put it in a Condition to make Defence, and to wait for 


the relief of his Allies, and 'twas that Knowledge that A 


made him expect the Enemy without Fear. The Ap- 
proaches of that Siege were very bloody, and the firſt 
Events thereof were doubtful ; there were many Men 
flain on either Side, but our Loſſes were more conſidera- 
ble than theirs, and while our Numbers decreafed, theirs 
grew more potent-every Day. IO HET Sb 
The little Underſtanding I haye in War, hinders me 
from making you a long Diſcoutfe* of it, and I the more 
willingly paſs over the Relation, becauſe *ris of little 
conſequence to the Knowledge of my Lite. Among thoſe 
that held out the Siege with us, was Neoptolenms, the 


eruel Author of our Misfortunes, a Prince of the Blood i 


of the Zacidas, as we were, and who next to the Royal 


Family, was the chief in all Epirus ; tho he wanted a I 


Crown, 
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rage; he with all poſſible ſpeed drew together thoſe” For- 
ces he had, and giving Order for new Levies, had not 
the Patience to ſtay till they were in a readineſs to ferve 
him, but went to meet the Rebels with a handful of wo 
| He truſted to the Juſtice of his Cauſe, and belie- 
ved that his Enemies, half conquered by their Guilt, 
would never have the boldneſs to ſtay his coming; but 
he found himſelf deceived in that ExpeRation, and ha- f 


en Nadz s 255 
Pee ANDRE 1 
Crown, he wanted not a Deſite to have one, and to at- 
ain that ſovereign, Dignity, he would, neither haye left, 
3 any thing unattempted, nor have thought. any thing diih-, 
MW uit co his Ambition. He from my earlieſt, Years had 
Applied himſelf to ſerye me, and at that Time was dili- 
Ment enough to let me ſee, it, whether it were that he, 
eally was in Love with me, or that in our Alliance he, 
ound Advantages, and, Means to ſupport himſelf in the 
State. Eacidas ſuffer'd him to proceed without being 
"Woftended at it, becauſe of Neoptolemws's Quality, which 
Fat that Time was little diſproportionate to ours; but yet 
he had no great Deſire to that Match, whether it were 
chat be lik d not Neoptolemms's Perſon; or having but one 
only Daughter, with whom, he. flatter'd himſelf, and of 

whom he had conceiv'd too good an Opinion, he had 
ſome higher aim for her; or that perhaps he was willing 
to comply with my Inclinations which were no way bent 
to love Neoptolemus : Indeed I ſaw nothing in bis Perſon 
Ithat was not unpleaſing to me, and I had taken ſuch an 
Averſion againſt him, as made me receive all the Proofs 
of his Alken as ſo many Injuries. He was extreamly 
W buſy in the Siege to make himſelf confiderable to us, and 

J SP ometimes to Sally forth upon, the Enemies, 
but he was always beaten in again, and ſucceeded fo ill 
in all his Enterprizes, that our Condition was thereby 
much impaired. In the mean Time our Enemies had great 
Advantages over us, they had taken our Out-works, ſtopt 
all Paſſages of Victuals and Relief that might come to us, 
and had ſhut us up in our Walls, with little Hope of the 
Event of that War. My Father was like to have died 
for Grief, and knowing that the King his Brother was 
too far off, and too deeply ingaged in his new Conqueſts 
the Noiſe whereof had often come to our Ears) to expect 
any Aſſiſtance from him, and that he had no News of 
Help from his Allies, upon which he had depended, he 
knew not what to reſolve upon, and for a cruel ſurcharge 
Jof his Afflictions, he heard that the Forces he had given 
Order to raiſe in his Provinces, were cut in pieces by 
our Enemies, who went to meet them, and that on every 
Side all Hope was forbidden him. This Knowledge put 
he whole Court in very great Perplexity, and began ſo 
to 
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18 CAS SANDRA. Part IV. 
to deject the Soldiers Hearts, that it was very hard to 
make them labour for their own Defence; our Proviſions A 
alſo began to fail us, and in ſhort, we ſaw our ſelves re- 
due d to very great Extremit x. 
Zacidas would not capitulate with his Enemies, whe- th. 
ther it were that he reſoly'd to be faithful to his Brother ä 
even to the utmoſt, or that he diſtruſted the Words of 
thoſe Rebels. We no longer had any Hope but in the 

Aſſiſtance of Heaven, when Heaven gave us Proof that it 
had not forſaken us, and ſent us Relief in a Time, when 
without its Arrival we were in no poſſibility of Safety. 
All the Paſſages, as J have ſaid already, were ſo cloſe 
block'd up, that no Intelligence of it could any way 
come to us; and *twas from the tops of our Towers that 
we perceiv'd a Duſt, and ſaw the Arms of our Allies 
glitter againſt the Sun; we waver'd between Hope and 
Fear, and could not diſcern whether thoſe Forces were 
Friends or Enemies, when we from far diſcover'd them 
fighting with our Beſiegers, and within a little after, we 
receiv'd a more perfect Aſſurance by ſome of their Horſe- 
men, who having ſlipt afide during the Skirmiſh, had 
found means to get near our Walls, and to ſhoot Arrows 
into the City, at whoſe Heads there were Letters faſt- , 
ned, which were brought to my Father, containing 
Words to this Effect. ® 


Agis King of the Lacedæmonians to Prince | 


— 


© T Come to your Relief with ten Thouſand Greciant, 
© 1 able to ſubdue your Rebels; expect an infallible | 
Victory over them, and to facilitate it, Sally you forth 
© upon their Backs, while we are Fighting with them 
on the other Side, this double Aſſault will without 
< doubt put them in diforder, and I hope we ſhall in one 
_ © Day make an end of the War. N e I 


; _ is 
: 1 1 FER, 
3's 4; 
1 
had 8 « 
1 
9 £ 4 88 
p = -'. 4 
WER 
E e 4 a 8 
+ 0% 
SE 
* 


Bock 1. CAS SANDRA 19 
Theſe Words cauſed ſuch a joy in my Father, and in 


all the Beſieged, as can very oy be expreſſed, and 


raiſed their drooping Courages ſo ſuddenly, that they 
demanded 15 more but Arms, to make a Sally upon 
their Enemies. By my Father's Orders, Neoptolemus at 


the Head of two Thouſand Men, went forth of the Gates 
to fall upon thoſe that were left to guard the Trenches, 
and did it fo ſuceeſsfully, that they were conſtrain'd to 
quit them, and retire to their Companions, who already 
were ingag'd in a ſharp Encounter with the Grecians; 


tolemus purſued them, and when all the Forces were 


join'd, they fought a cruel and a bloody Battel ; they of 
our Party who came off, aſſur'd us afterward, that they 
had ſeen the valiant Agis do Actions that ſurpaſs all Be- 
lief, and all Imagination; that all the Deeds of Achilles, 
and of other the moſt renowned Heroes which Fame hath 
deliver'd to our Times, could hardly equal thoſe prodigi- 
*X ous ones he did that Day. 


To ſay Truth, he fought ſo well, and was ſo bravely 


XZ ſeconded by his Men, that our Enemies, tho* more than 
they by a third part, were utterly Defeated, their Gene- 
ral kill'd by the Hand of valiant Agzis, and the Reliques 
of them that eſcaped the Slaughter, retired in diſorder to 
certain Places that were at their Devotion. Never was 


there ſcen ſo gallant,nor ſo ſudden an Execution ; and when 


they brought us News of it, and we heard we were 
| Conquerors, and freed from a Siege, which but Four 
Hours before threatned no leſs than our total Ruin, we 
at firſt could hardly give Credit to thoſe Miracles; yet 


vvere they ſoon confirmed to us when we ſaw our valiant 
= Deliverer approach our Walls. Zacidas went forth to 
meet him, and to honour him the more would needs have 
us keep him Company, attended by all the Ladies of the 
Court, who prepared themſelves. with Joy to ſhew their 


2 


Es 2 
28 


compliance to his Deſires. We met him a few Furlongs 


from our Gates, and as the effects of his Valour had aſto- 


FF niſhed us, we found new Cauſes of admiration in his 
Perſon; and would it had pleaſed the Gods I had only 
admired him, and that Acknowledgment and Eſteem had 


5 
ou —_ 


been the only Recompences I had given him, both for 


9 


„ 


the General, and my particular 8 


ety. Ah! Remem- 
brance, 
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that T ſhall Bluſh, and Weep ſo long as I live, for Shame 
and for Grief that IT lov'd you not enough. The next 
Day when he had waited upon the Queen, and the Prin- 
ceſs my Mother, he came alſo to viſit me in my Chamber; 


his Pace and Cloaths were not then covered with Blood 


and Duſt, but tho' being in another Dreſs, he ſeem'd 
more handſom than the Day before, methought he was 
leſs confident; and as Bold and Eloquent as he was, he 
then was in ſuch a Silence, and ſuch a Confuſion, that I 
could not chuſe but partake with him in it; all his Diſ- 
courſe was nothing but r yet he accompanied it 
with Looks and Sighs, which ſtrengthned thoſe Suſpici- 
ons that began to ſettle themſelves pleaſingly in my 


Mind. He ſtaid two Days longer with us, during which 


time he had not the Confidence to diſcover his Intenti- 


ons ; but when he could no more conceal them, he de- 
clar'd them in a very gallant and a very extraordinary 


% manner. 


He had already propoſed to my Father, that it was 


neceflary to proſecute the remainder of the Rebels, and 
that without giving them time to recruit, it was beſt 
to make our ſelves Maſters of all the Country, and reco- 
ver the Places they had taken from us, before they had 
put themſelves in a Condition to defend them. 


For the execution of this Deſign, after having given 
only three Days to the refreſhing of his Forces, he re- 


ſolved to take the Field with eight Thouſand of his Men 
that ſtill were left, and four Thouſand Epirotes under 
the Command of Theogenes, this old Man you ſee here 
with me, whofe Quality is conſiderable in Epirus, and 
whoſe experience in War has ſhewed it ſelf in many 
e of that Nature. Agis would by no Means 
fuffer Zacidas to ſtir out of the City, whether it were to 
prevent inteſtine Rebellions, or that he might have the 
Glory alone of having ended that War, and ſaved the 
Crown of Epirus from manifeſt Ruin. 
The Army was already drawn up in the Field, and 
their valiant General was in the Palace-Hall, where he 
was taking his leave of my Father, and of the whole 
Court, which was there aſſembled, after he had loudly 


promiſed my Father, that within two Months he would 


make 


- 
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make him peaceful Maſter over all Epirus, acidas more 
obliged to him than can be expreſſed, both for his paſt 
Actions, and for what he was going to undertake in Fa- 
vour of that Kingdom, knew not which way he ſhould 
thank him ſufficiently ; but after having exalted his Prai- 
ſes to the Clouds, By what means (ſaid he) O the moſt 
valiant, and the moſt generous of all Princes, by what 
means ſhall we be able to acknowledge our Engagements 
to you, and what worthy Recompence can we offer to 
the Defender of our Lives and Liberties? Certainly, the 
Gifts of this Crown you have preſerved, and the Blood of 
all that are Subjects to it, would be too light a return for 
what you have done for them; and if in your gallant 
Actions, Glory were not your only Aim, you would 
leave a Country Peaceable and Triumphant, indeed, by 
your Valour, but generally afflicted for its want of Pow- 
er, which will keep it for ever in a forced Ingratitude. 
Agis taking occaſion by this Encouragement to declare 
his Intent ions; Do not think, Sir, (ſaid he to his Father) 
that I am ſo perfectly generous as to quit the hope of 
Reward you promiſe to my Services ; 1 to do you 
them out of a Duty which bi 
of that conſideration of Glory which you alledg ; but in 
what J have yet to do for you, ſuffer me a little to conſi- 
der my own Intereſt, and fince you judge me worthy of 
ſome Recompence give me leave to demand it, and to 
hope for it particularly from your ſelf. By all the Gods 
(cried acidas, lifting up his Hands to Heaven) King 
is ſhall never pretend to any thing from me, which 
ſhall not be granted him, aud I ſhall not think my ſelf 
leſs happy in requiting his great Obligations, than I have 
cen in receiving them. 2 ad | 
If it be ſo (replied Agis with a contented Look) I am 
the moſt glorious, and the moſt fortunate of all Men 
living, and ſince it is not poſhble ſor me longer to con- 
cal the favour I defire-from you, I demand. a Price, Sir, 
which is infinitely above my Services, and that is no 
"er thing but the Permiſſion to ſerve the Princeſs Peida- 
nia. All the Company was ſurprized at this Diſcourſe, 
is much as you can imagine; acidas was in a manner 


altoniſhed, and I was ſtruck into a Confuſion which 1 


* 


nds us to our Allies, and out 


am not able to repreſent; yet he having already won the 
Affections of the whole Court, the whole Court intereſted 
it ſelf joyfully in his Demand, and teſtified their Senſe 
of it by Cries, and clapping of Hands, which confirm'd 
my Father in the Knowledge of the Advantages he ſaw 
in that Propoſition; and to ſay Truth, he received it: 
very handſomly, and breaking the Silence, in whicn 
that Surprize had held him for a while, he turn'd toward 
Aegis, and diſcovering his Intention by a Countenance 
more chearful than ordinary Sir, (ſaid he) my Daughter 
hath no way merited the Honour you do her, but if you 
have found any thing in her worthy of your Eſteem, I 
find no leſs Advantage to my ſelf by this laſt Obligation, 
than this Whole Kingdom has to you for your former 
ones; If I could give her Empires for a Dowry, I ſhould 
accept of your Alliance with greater Joy; but ſince that, 
ſuch as ſhe is, you have not diſdain'd her, I command 
her to receive this Honour with all that Reſpe@ and Ac- 
knowledgment which is due to a Prince like your ſelf. 

And I (replied'the Prince) do here declare, that I will 
not abuſe your Goodneſs,” nor the Command you impoſe 
upon her ; for pretending to nothing from. you, but the 
Permiſſion of ſerving her, I leave her fully at Liberty, to 
make what Judgment ſhe ſhall pleaſe of my Services: 
When the Kingdom is fertled in Peace, I will come to 


lay them at her Feet, and if by them I can obtain a con- 


firmation of the Favour you ſhew me, I will beg the 
continuance of it, which I ſhall prefer both before all 
the Empires of the World, and before all the ſublimeſt 
Fortunes, . As he ended theſe Words, he bent one Knee 
to the Ground before me, and taking one of my Hands, 
which I could not refuſe him in that Company, eſpecially 
after my Father's Command; Madam, (ſaid he) let the 
violence of my Paſſion gain Pardon for my Inſolence; Re- 
ſpect made me demand the conſent of the Prince your 
Father, before its Declaration, but I'II draw no Advan 
tage thence which can diſpleaſe you, and will never ask 
that by his Authority, which I ſhall not be able to pro- 
cure by my Services; grant me the Favour to ſecond his 
approbation of them, and to accept the Gift I make you 
of a Life which ſhall never be but the Princeſs Deidamia's 
FE 8.9 oer enn When 
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When he had ended theſe Words, he kiſſed my Hand, 
and both by that Action, and by what he had ſaid, drew 
a bluſh into my Cheeks, and put me into a Confuſions 
N which left me not the power to anſwer him; neither was 
"2 neceſſary I ſhould, and the Princeſs my Mother being 
4 willing to help me out of that trouble, ſpoke for me, —. 


| addrefling her ſelf to the King, who already was riſen 
en] from his Knee; Sir, (ſaid ſhe) you will be pleaſed to 
rd ſpare Deidamia a Declaration, whereof her Age is unca- 
ce] pable, and give me leave to aſſure you for her, that ſue 
er] will ever be moſt ready to acknowledge the good Incli- 
ou] nations wherewith you honour her, doch according to 
"I the merits of ſo great a King, and according to the come 
n mand of the Prince her Father. | o CTRL 
* Agis appeared; tranſported at this Reply, and having 
Id} lured the Princeſs my Mother in the ſame manner as he 
at, had done me, he received the endearments of Aacidas, * 
nd) and of the whole Court, with demonitrations of a perfect | 
e-] Oontentment; and not making any longer ſtay, aſter he | 
: had taken his Jaſt Farewe], he went out of the Palace, 
in and fo out of the Town, and having hindred my Father's | 
ole} Intention, which was to wait upon him part of that day's ' | 
he] March, he placed himſelf at the Head of his Army, and | 
to] advanced diceftly toward the Enemy. 5 
8: It would be no eaſy matter for me to repreſent what | 
to] my Thoughts were really at that time; but I may well 
on- confeſs to you that they inclin'd toward Joy, and that as 
theft young as J was, I found nothing in this Encounter bur 
all ks of Satisfaction; the ſurprize of Agis's unexpect- 
elit] ed Procecding, had put me a little out of Countenance, / 
nec} but my being already diſpoſed to wiſh him very well, 
ds, quickly obtained his Pardon for it, and reflecting upon 
ly the excellent qualities of his Perſon, I in that Conqueſt 
the found all manner of Contentment and Advantage to my 
Rel ſelf. I conſidered that the way he had gone was full off 
an excceding great regard to me, and that in asking my 
an- Father's Approbation, before he made me acquainted 
with his Love, he had ſhew'd the reſpect he bore our 
Family, and had freed me from all the blame a Princeſs 
might receive, by giving way to a ſecret Pretender. In 
ou] ſhort, both for all theſe Reaſons, and the remembrance + 
as Vo Le» IV. B > of 
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ol his Merit, I began, to love him in good earneſt, and 
the will of my Friends affords exeuſe enough to my Af- 
fection, to give me liberty to own it to you. I ſaw no- 
thing in his Perſon that was not lovely to the higheſt 
Degree; nay, I could not ſo much as wiſn for any thing 
that was not to be found moſt advantageoully in him. 
This Affection which I felt take birth, Without making 
any Oppoſition to hinder it, began to cauſe diſquiets in 
me, to which I had not been accuſtomed, and the effect 
ahſence uſes to produce in the Hearts of thoſe that love, 

.entfing inſenſibly into mine, Grief for his being away, 
and Fear for thoſe Dangers whereinto he was going to Galt © - 
himſelf, found place in it very quickly, and I made no 
Prayers to Heaven, without employing part of them for 
his Safety, and for his ſpeedy Return. The Prince my 
Father, and the Princeſs my Mother, who ſaw real Ad- 
vantages both to them and me in his Alliance, confirm'd 
me in thoſe Thoughts themſelves, and the whole Court to 
his united Intereſts, thro' the preſent remembrance of 
thoſe important Obligations it had to him, rung his Prai- 
ſes eternally in my Ears, and fortified me in my Affecti- 
on by all manner of Reaſons. ' Only Neoptolemus was 
diſcontented at it, but diſcontented even to Rage, and 
not being able to diſſemble his Reſentments, he murmur'd 
loudly at the Injuſtice that was done him, in preferring a 
ſtrange Prince, whom they hardly knew, before a Prince 
of the Blood of Zacidzs, and in ſuffering him in one Day 
to carry away the recompence of the Services of Ais whole 
Life. He made his complaint to my Father, but reap'd 
very little Satisfaction; nay, he complain'd of it to me 
my ſelf, but in ſuch infolent Terms, that T was forced to 
tell him he had no reaſon to envy Agis his Fortune, for 
Tho' my Father had not diſpoſed of me in favour of that 
Prince, his Condition had been never a whit the better; 
and in ſhorr, that tho' there had never been ſuch a Man 
as Agis in the World, Deidamia would never have been 
for Neoptolemus. He was not much contented with this 
Anſwer, but not being in a Condition to let his Reſent- 
ments break out further, while Agis was buſied for the 
ſafety of Epiras, which was wholly indebted to him for 

it, he ſtrove to diſſemble chem till another Seaſon, that 
0 | might 


— 
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might be more proper for him to take Satisfaction. In 
the mean time our valiant Defender drew the War glori- 
oully to a Coneluſion; I underſtand . it too little to enlarge 
my ſelf in the particular Relation thereof, and "twill ſuf- 
fice me to tell you, that within three Months be gain'd 
another Battel over the Rebels, perfected the Defeat of 
them in ſome other Encounters, which were all favoura- 
ble to him, and either by Force, or by the Terror of his 
Arms, made himſelf Maſter of all the Places they had. 
gotten to their Party. Still as we received News of 
theſe Succeſſes, 1 receiv'd Letters from him alſo; I wilt 
not trouble you with relating what they contain'd, molt * 
of them I have forgotten, and only remember the very 


firſt, which was in theſe Words: 


1 


King Agis to the Princeſs Deidamia, 


"XK 7 HAT will not the fortunate Avis, inſpired with the 
'Y remembrance of the Princeſs Deidamia, be able to do 

or the Tranquility of Epirus? And what may not be hoped for 
rom a Heart animated <vith ſo glorious a Paſſion? I would it © 

VCeaſed the Gods I avere as certain of the Vitor over my Prin- 
ceſs's Mind, ks over the Enemies of this State; but aht Vi-- 
ory can he hope for æubo begir's 7 his oc Defeat, ard who. 

eclares himſelf conquered before be has Fought ? In this Con- 
tion of my Fortune, the ſucceſs of ii is War could rot be to my 
advantage; but that awhich others may find in Conqueſts,. and 
n Triumphs, is found by kappy Agis #n the Glory of being | 
anguifhed by Deidamia. © RN ne 


o 


This was the firſt Letter I receiv'd, and by my Father's 
ommand I wrote him an Anfwer, which my Mother 
lickated, and which, as I remember was in theſe Terms: 
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The Princefs Deidamia to the King of the : 


B 


Lacedemonians. 


the Mind of Deidamia, King Agis bath Arms which 


promiſe. him an infallible Succeſs ; bis Valour alone is ſuffici- 


ent to defeat the Rebels, and as touching the Victory he deſires 
over my Mind, be ought to hope for it, not only from the Wilt 
of them that have Power io diſpoſe of me, but from that they 
bave left unto my ſelf, which ſpall ever make me acknowledge 
as well hat my Friends owe to his Generoſity, as <vhat I am 
indelted to his Merit and to his Affection. 


I received many others, as I have already told you, 


but within a while after we receiv'd himſelf, Crown'd | 


with Lawrels, and laden with the Spoils of his Enemies, 
whoſe remainders he had ſettled in an Obedience, which 
Jeft not. ſo much as any appearance of Trouble in the 


Kingdom, You may eaſily judge how be was welcom'd, | 
and can imagine without my telling it, that all the Mag- 


nificence the Epirots could poſſibly ſhew, was to be ſeen 
when he made his Entrance ; we went a good way forth 
to meet him, and that Interview paſſed with demonſtra- 
tions of Joy and AﬀeGion, which it would be very difh- 
cult to repreſent ; but our particular Meeting ſtirr'd up 
more tender and more preſſing motions in our Hearts 
than in the reſt of the Company; and I confeſs, that in 
that ſecond Encounter, I in the Perſon of Agis found a 
thouſand new inducements to love him, 4 
That firſt Day was ſpent in Triumphs, and in Rejoy- 
cCings for his return, and for the happy ſucceſs of his En- 
rerprizes. He came to viſit. me at my Lodging, and gave 
me a thouſand. confirmations of his Love, with a grace in 
which it was impoſſible, not only for the prepoſſeſſed 
Deidamia, but even for the moſt inſenſible Woman of the 
World to defend her ſelf. I come not (ſaid he) as a Con- 
querot to demand à Recompence for what I have done to 
3 . . Aecure 


OTH ,to conquer the Enemies of Epirus, and to conquer 
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of my Affection, I made no di 
liberty in Favour of him, and of following the Command 
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ſecure this Kingdom, but as a guilty, Perſon that waits at 
your Feet to expect what Puniſhment you will inflit 
upon his Preſumption; and I. acknowledge that I have 
leſs defended Epirus with my Forces, than I have offen- 


ded Deidamia by my audacious Thoughts: But I was not 


Maſter of that noble Paſſion, which totally poſſeſſing my 
Soul. with an abſolute Empire, left me not the leaſt power 
in the World over my ſelf; and I believ'd, that putting 
my felt into the hazard of dying for you, there was too 
much Glory in my Deſtiny to forbear to publiſh it; Was 
that that made me haſten a Declaration, which perhaps you 


| have not forgiven me, and though I am not able to re- 


pent. it, I accounted my Temerity ſo worthy to be con- 
demned, that I ſhall think what Sentence ſoever you 
pronounce againſt it, to be both Juſt and Merciful, As 
he made an end of theſe Words, he fix'd his Eyes on 
mine with: ſuch a paſſionate Action, that his Silence ex- 
preſſed his Thoughts more eloquently than they had done; 
and knowing that I ſhould neither diſpleaſe Zacidas, nor 
injure the Modeſty of my Sex, by giving himcivil Proofs 

culty of-taking a little 


of my Friends, the Wiſhes of the whole Court, and the 
Incitements of mine own Inclination ; Sir, (faid I, after 
1 had ſtaid a while without reply) your Services are moſk 
important, and your Offences very light, and that De- 
claration, whereof you accuſe your ſelf as of a Crime, 
was made with too much Reſpect and Freedom, to leave 
me any matter of Complaint againſt you; I think it a 
moſt judicious Courſe for Perfons of your Quality and 
mine, and my Father's approbation gives me the liber 

to confider your good Will, upon which I ſhould not 
have been able to have caft my Eyes, without the Know- 
ledge of his; I will confeſs to you moreover, ſince this 
confeſſion is due to the Merit of your Perſon, and to that 


of the great Obligation you have laid upon us, that in 


the order he gave me in Favour of you, I found no repug- 
nance in my ſelf to obey him, nor while IT live will I 
ever have any to acknowledge your Affection. Agis was 
quite tranſported with Joy at this reply, and lifting up 


his Hands and Eyes to Heaven, O Fortune, (cryed he) 
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thou doſt but play with my Deſtiny, and theſe Favours are 
100 great to be of any long continuance; thou, in the 
beginning of my Services, haſt given me a Prize, which 
could not be due to the moſt obfequious endeavours 'of | 
my whole Life; and without doubt thou wilt forlake me 
when T have merited part of it by my Fide lit. 
He ſpake theſe prophetick Words, and many others, 
with ſuch raptures of Joy, as viſibly expreſſed the great- | 
refs of his Paſſion ; and afterwards made me a thouſand | 
Pröteſtations of an inviolable Conſtancy, with ſuch ſwett | 
and moving Language, that there are but few Hearts in 
-which they would not have left a deep Impreſſion. He 
continued frequently to make me the like Viſits; but be- 
ing deſirous to ſtay in our Court, without being burden- 
ſem to the People of Epirus, he ſent back his Forces into 1 
Greece under the Conduct of one of his Commanders, and 
kept only with him his menial Servants. He proteſted | 
publickly that he would not abuſe Zacidas's Goodneſs, |: 
and that he- pretended not to his Alliance, but when he 
mould have merited it from me, and that I ſhould know 
him ſo well, as he might hope for that through my Ingli- 
nation, Which I as yet paid him out of Obedience. 1 
This manner of Proceeding was extręamly civil and 
obliging to me, but it was very imprudent tor him, and | 
gave him Cauſe enough to repent it afterward. ' In the 
mean time he ſery'd me with ſo great Aſſiduity, and'with 
Marks of ſo true and ſo reſpectful a Paſſion, that all that 
the moſt ardent and moſt skilful Lovers ever practiſed to 
make themſelves be loy'd, muſt yield to the proofs I re- 
ceiv'd of his AﬀeRion ; he comply'd ſo perfectly with 8 
my Deſires, and reſign d himſelf ſo abſolutely to my In- 
clinations, that he Teem'd to be inſpir'd only by my 1 
Thoughts, or rather to be enliven'd only by my Soul; h 
and indeed he made as fair a Progreſs in his purpoſe as he pl 
could have wiſh'd ; and T am oblig d to confeſs to you, 
that never Man ſucceeded better than he in the Deſign of : 
making himſelf belov'd by a Perſon of wy Humour and * 
Condition. 
It is true that I lov'd him, but with fo iron and fo 
"Or an Affection, that it hardly was Inferior to his. All 1 


the World approv'd it, and all thoſe that knew of it 
thought 
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. Thought it ſo well grounded, that it never was condemn'd 
but by Neoptolemus alone; that Prince indeed, inrag' d 
that Agis was preferr'd before him, murmur d publickly 
at it, and leſt nothing unattempted to croſs our Affairs; 
he made uſe of a thouſand Inventions to cauſe Diſſention 
between us, and ſo exaſperated Agis, that if I had not 
exprelly forbidden him, he would without doubt have 
puniſu'd him for the Plots he contriv'd againſt him: 
What, Sir? (nid he one Day to my Father) do you imagine 
that the Alliance of the King of Sparta can be advantage- 
ous to you, of a King of one City, and of a City whoſe 
Sovereigns are Slaves? Are you blinded with a little 
Valour, and a little handſomneſs in his Perſon * And 
will your Condition be e're the better for. having a hand- 
ſom Son-in-Law in Greece? If he have done any Service 
to this State, does it belong to you to recompence him? 
And is there not a King of Epirus who is wholly oblig'd 
to him for it? If the King your Brother, to whom I have 
the Honour to be nearly ally'd, were here, do you think 
he would prefer this petty Prince of Greece before a Prince 
of the Blood of Achilles, as he himſelf is; before a Prince 

i whoſe Birth, whoſe Perſon and whoſe Fidelity are known 
to him? He uſed many Diſcourſes of this Nature, which 
3 my Father pardon'd in regard of his Paſſion, and of his 
Birth, but. which wrought no effect at all upon him. 


4 One Day he was in my Chamber, where he had talk'd a 
2 Pen while to me upon that Subject, whereby he got but 
0 ittle Satisfaction, when Agi, came in, but Neoptole mirs, 


who could not endure his Preſence, went out without 
th piving him any ſalute, and before he departed, caſting a 

urious Look at me, I leave the Place to the more fortu- 
, nate, ſaid he aloud; rather to the more worthy, an- 
i ſwered Aegis briskly. Neoptolemus ſtung with that Re- 
ply, was going ro. return Words which would have in- 


- cenſed them more, if I had not prevented it by expreſly 
of injoining them Silence; and that. very Day my Father 
1d having been advertiſed of it, preſſed rhem with ſo earneſt 


Entreaties to. paſs their Words to him, that neither of them 

could refuſe to promiſe he would be quiet. 1 08k. 
In ſhort, Agis had obtain'd what he demanded, and 

having won my Heart according to his Deſire, expected 
| | B 4 nothing. 
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thou doſt but play with my Deſtiny, and theſe Favours are 
too great to be of any long continuance; thou, in the 
begining of my Services, haſt given me a Prize, which I 
-could not be due to the moſt obfequious endeavours 'of if 
my whole Life; and without doubt thou wilt forlake me 
{when I have merited part of it by my Fidelity. 9 
He ſpake theſe prophetick Words, and many others, 
with ſuch raptures of Joy, as viſibly expreſſed the great- 
neſs of his Paſſion ; and afterwards made me a thouſand N 
Pröteſtations of an inviolable Conſtancy, with ſuch ſwert 
and moving Language, that there are but few Hearts in 
which they would not have left a deep Impreſſion. He 
continued frequently to make me the like Viſits, but be- 5 
ing deſirous to ſtay in our Court, without being burden- 
ſem to the People of Epirus, he ſent back his Forces into 
Greece under the Conduct of one of his Commanders, and 
kept only with him his menial Servants. He proteſted 1 
publickly that he would not abuſe Zacidas's Goodneſs, 
and that he pretended not to his Alliance, but when de = 
mould have merited it from me, and that I ſhould know | 
him ſo well, as he might hope for'that through my Tneli- | ; 
nation, which J as yet paid him out of ObediencteGQ. 
This manner of Proceeding was extręamly civil and MY © 
obliging to me, but it was very imprudent for him, and 
gave him Cauſe enough to repent it afterward. ' In the : 
8 
Ii 
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mean time he ſery'd me with ſo great Aſſiduity, and with | 
Marks of ſo true and ſo reſoectha | a Paſſion, that all that 
the moſt ardent and moſt skilful Lovers ever practiſed to 
make themſelyes be loy'd, muſt yield to the proofs I re- 
ceiv'd of his Affection; he com ply'd ſo perfectly with 
my Deſires, and reſign d himſelf ſo abſolutely to my In- | 
clinations, that he Teem'd to be inſpir'd only by my | 
Thoughts, or rather to be enliven'd only by my Soul; 
and indeed he made as fair a Progreſs in his purpoſe as he 
could have wiſh'd ; and T am oblig'd to confeſs to you, 
that never Man ſucceeded better than he in the Deſign of 
making himſelf belov'd by a Perſon of my Humour and 
Condition. 
It is true that I lov'd him, but with fo lrong and ſo 
real an Affection, that it hardly was Inferior to his. Al hi 


the World approv d it, and all thoſe that knew of it 
pug 


having 
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. Thought it ſo. well grounded, that it never was condemn d 


but by Neoptolemus alone; that Prince indeed, inrag d 
that Agis was preferr'd before him, murmur'd publickly 
at it, and leſt nothing unattempted to croſs our Affairs; 
he made uſe of a thouſand Invent ions to cauſe Diſſention 
between us, and ſo exaſperated Agis, that if I had not 
expreſly forbidden him, he would. without doubt have 
puniſh'd him for the Plots he contriv'd againſt him: 
What, Sir? (aid be one Day to my Father) do you imagine 
that the Alliance of the King of Sparta can be advantage 
ous to you, of a King of one City, and of a City whoſe 
Sovereigns are Slaves? Are you blinded with a little 
Valour, and a little handſomneſs in his Perſon? And 
will your Condition be e're the better ſor having a hand- 
ſom Son- in-Law in Greece? If he have done any Service 
to this State, does it belong to you to recompence him? 
And is there not a King of Epirus who is wholly oblig'd 
to him for it? If the King your Brother, to whom I have 


the Honour to be nearly ally'd, were here, do you think 


he would prefer this petty Prince of Greece before a Prince 
of the Blood of Achilles, as he himſelf is; before a Prince 


whoſe Birth, whoſe Perſon and whoſe Fidelity are known 


to him? He uſed many Diſcourſes of this Nature, which 
my Father pardon'd in regard of his Paſſion, and of his 
Birth, but. which wrought no effect at all upon him. 
One Day he was in my Chamber, where he had talk'd a 
prone while to me upon that Subject, whereby he got but 
ittle Satisfaction, when Agit came in, but Neoptole mus, 
who could not endure his Preſence, went out without 
iving him any ſalute, and before he departed, caſting a 
Raa Look at me, I leave the Place to the more fortu- 
nate, ſaid he aloud; rather to the more worthy, an- 
ſwered Aeis briskly. Neoptolemus ſtung with that Re- 
ply, was going ro return Words which would have in- 
cenſed them more, if I had not prevented it by expreſly 
injoining them Silence; and that. very Day my Father 
Ap advertiſed of it, preſſed them with ſo earneſt 
Entreaties to. paſs their Words to him, that neither of them 
could refuſe to promiſe he would be quiet. * DA 
In ſhort, Agis had obtain'd what he demanded, and 
having won my Heart according to his Deſire, expected 
| B 4 nothing . 
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nothing for the Conſummat ion of his Love, but the re- 
turn of a Man whom Tacidas, oblig' d to that Reſpect 4 
by all manner of Reaſon, had ſent to the King his Bro- 
ther to demand his Permiſſion for our Marriage; but 4 
While they were in this Expectation, and that I livd 
With my dear Agis as a Perſon who was upon the point 
et giving her ſelf wholly to him, his Fortune ſuffer d a very 1 
range Revolution; News came, and but too true for 
our Repoſe, that King Alexander my Uncle, after ha- 
ving made ſuch a Progreſs in Italy as promis d him the 
total Conqueſt of it, was defeated in the Country of the 
- Brufians, and {lain upon the Place, with the greateſt part 
ot bis Forces. | | 2 
All Epirus was moſt 2 concern'd in the Loſs of 
that King, who was a Man admirable Parts, and of a 
boundleſs Courage; but Æacidas was comforted by the 
Crown, which by that Death was ſet upon his Head. 
Ae xander had no Iſſue, and there was no Body in Epirus 
that could diſpute the - Succeſſion with my Father; nei- 
eher was it diſputed, but with a general Conſent he was 
erown'd in our capital City; and of a Prince's Daughter 
which J was before, I became a King's, and the probable 
inheritrix of the Crown. | 4 
| The Gods are my Witneſſes, that all the Joy I felt at 
| that Augmentation of my Fortune was abſolutely in re- 
gard of Agis, and that I bad no other Satisfaction in ſee- 
zug my ſelf exalted, than that I was more worthy of his 
Affection, and in a Condition one Day to add another 
_ Crown to his, if the Gods ſent not acidas a Son. Aegis | 
Jook'd upon this Alteration of my Fortune with great 
| . Xquanimity, and never ſhew'd himſelf concern'd in it 
kurt for my fake, Many Days were ſpent as well in the 
| Obſequies of the deceaſed King, as in the Crowning of 
wy Father; and during that time, Agis continued in his 
| - uſual Eſtate, without labouring for the Advacement of | 
that Happineſs he pretended to by my Poſſeſſion: But 
when he had allow'd the time that was neceſſary for the 
Funeral Pomps, for the change of the Soveraign, and for 
thoſe Affairs that happen at a new coming to the Crown, 
he then began to think of himſelf, and demanded of the 
bing my Father, the utmoſt Teſtimonies of his good 
5; | | 2 Wl, 


— 


n A. 


y & = 6 


| Book IJ. CASSANDRA. " "2 
Will, and the accompliſhment of his Promiſe ; he hoped 
that the King would receive his Propoſition with the 
ſame Affection he had expreſſed ever fince his arrival, and 
ever ſince his Declaration, but he found him colder than 
ordinary, and he fell into no little Aſtoniſhment when 
he heard the King demanded him a Month's Delay, al- 
ledging ſome poor Excuſes to cover the Alteration of his 
Humour. | | r 

In effect, it was chang'd with the Change of his Con- 
dition, and not conſidering that Ingratitude is the blackeſt 
of all Vices, and the wil unworthy of a Prince, he had 
given ear to Neo ptolemus, and a pack of other Flatters, 
to the prejudice of his Word, and of what he ow'd to 
the Services of valiant Agiss Theſe wicked People 
nad with Succeſs perſwaded him, that the King of Sparta 
was a good Match indeed for the Daughter of Prince 
C'3 Zacidas, but not for the Daughter of the K ing of Epirus, 
| and the probable Heireſs of the Kingdom; that in truth 
his Quality was equal to ours, but that great heed was 
to be taken of contracting an Alliance which ſubmitted 
Epirus to the Juriſdiction of Sparta, and to the Tyranny 
ok its Ephori; that it was the greateſt Misfortune could 
le befal that State, and that of Free- men which they were, 
or only Subjects to their lawful Sovereigns, the Epirots 
would become Slaves to that Greczan People, whoſe Yoke 
was inſupportable to all Nations; that they ſhould loſe 
all their Privileges, and all their Wealth, and ſhould be- 


4 troth themſelves to the Condition of certain People ſub- 
ject to the Athenians, who drained of their Money, and 
of their Forces, were even deprived alſo of their Liber- 
ar ty, and employed in nothing elſe amongſt them but baſe 
* and ſervile Uſes; they alledged many other Arguments 
c| which altogether wrought their Effect upon the Mind of 
weak unthankful acidat. By the Coldneſs of his An- 
5 ſwer, Azgis had ſome Apprehenſion of his Misfortune, but 
ode did not abſolutely believe it, and could not at firſt 
* imagine, that a King ſhould be capable of Baſeneſs and 
* Ingratitude, which Titles he might juſtly give to my Fa- 
ther's Change; and I offend not the Reſpect I bear him, 
* in repeating the very Terms of that poor unhappy Prince; 


a He came to me with a Countenance in which his Grief 
| 5 1 Was 


was naturally repreſented, and imprinring part of his 
Sadneſs in my Heart at his very coming in, made me 
preſage a part of our Misfortunes. What dp you ail (faid 
5 my deareſt Agis, and with what Diſquiets will you af- 
fli me? I am tormented (anſwered he) avith a mortal 


Appreberſion, and if my Suſpicions are true, I am upon the = | 


 eery brink of Ruin. Theſe Words pierc'd me to the quick, 
and made me preſs him to let me know the Cauſe: of 
He with extraordinary Agitations of Mind told me 
the Conference he had newly had with my Father, which 
recital gave me Thoughts but little diflerent from his, 
and brought many Particulars into my Head whereby I 
might have obſerved a Coldneſs in my Father towards 
him: the Reflection I made upon them began to trouble 
me exceedingly, and the knowledge I had of the King's 
Humour ſtruck me into a very ominous Fear ; yet did I 
Krive to conceal it from him, and diſſembling my Opinion 
as well as poſſibly I could, 1 endeavour'd to abate his 
Sorrows with ſome Conſolation. Fear not, dear Apts, 
(aid I) fear not a Change which cannot enter intoa Prince's 
Heart, and believe that the King my Father asked you 
this Delay, and received your Diſcourſe more ſeriouſly 


than he was wont, only to render that Formality to his 


new Honour; there is no likelihood he ſhould forget 
what he owes to you, and that he ſhould loſe the Remem- 
- Þrance of thoſe Commands he has given me to love you; 
ſuch a Lightneſs would be too odious, and of too ill an 
Example, to ſuffer me to believe he can be capable of it, 
nor can I have any ſuch Apprehenſion, without receiving 
moſt expreſs Teſtimonies thereof. I ſaid many other 
Things, to which he lent ſufficient Attention, but they 
were not able to withdraw him from his Sadneſs ; I eaſily 
found it, when looking upon me with Eyes that had 
ſome what a fatal Aſpect, Madam, (faid he) I am undone, 
and this beginning of my Miſery ſuits fo directly with 
ſome ſcurvy Dreams, and other 11]-boding Preſages which 
of late have diſquieted me, that I cannot recover the 
Frights they have put me in ; Fortune has hitherto uſed 
me but too favourably, and ſuch a ſtrange unſhaken 
- courſe of Profperitics threatned me with an infallible 
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Deſtruction. Well, (continued he a while aſter) I muſt 
loſe Deidamia, but if I loſe her, I'll loſe my Life at the 
ſame time, and perhaps will accompany it with ſo many 
others, that that Loſs ſhall be made know thro? all parts 
of Europe. He brought forth theſe Words with Marks of 
ſuch a violent Grief, that I was touched with it to the 
very Heart, and being willing to let him fee how much 
I was concerned in his Affliction; If you loſe Deidamia 
(aid I) no other Man ſhall ever have the Advantage 
to have taken her from you, and I proteſt by all that we 
account moſt holy and ſacred, that ſo long as Agis loves 
me, I never can be capable of a ſecond Affection. If it 
be. ſo, (replied Agis) I'll out-brave all the Obſtacles 
that threaten me, and all the Powers of the World are 
not able to do me any harm while Deidamia is on my 
de, But, Madam, remember the Promiſe: you make 
me, and believe, that in the Extremity I ſhall demand 
extream Proofs of your Affection. I was going. to an- 
ſwer, when our Converſation was interrupted by certain 
Ladies who came to viſit me. We had many other Diſ- 
courſes upon that ſubject, and in the mean time, Agrs 
every Day found new Confirmations of his Fears in the 
King's Countenance ; I was little leſs afflicted at it than 
he, but I diſſembled part of my Sadneſs, that I might 
not redouble his. We continued many Days in an Un- 
certainty, full of Apprehenſion, but at laſt: our Misfor- 
tune was but too plainly diſcovered to me, and the King 
being one Day come into my Chamber, took me alone 
with him into my Cloſet, where he ſpoke to me on this 
manner; Deidamia, when I commanded you to love the 
King of the Lacedemonians, I was obliged to do fo by 
many Conſiderations, which rendred that Alliance ad- 
vantageous to us; and truly our Obligations to that 
Prince, and the good Qualities of his Perfon diſpoſed me 
towards it with Joy; but our Condition is changed, and 
we had not then more Reaſons to approve that Match, 
than we have now to diſapprove it. In ſhort, for many 
Cauſes which are above your Age and Knowledge, and 
wherein my whole Kingdom is concerned, 4gis' cannot 
be your Husband, and you ought betimes to wa 
your ſelf from that Affection you bear him, to diſpoſe: o 
* 
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it in favour of ſome: other, whom the Maxims of State | 
mall make Choice of for you. You know that the 


| Daughters of Soveraign Princes marry for other Conlide- 


*rations than thoſe of Love, and yon alſo know too well 4 
what Reſignation you owe your Father, to make any i 
Difficulty of being guided by his Will. I was half dead 
before the King had ended this Diſcourſe, and he eaſily 2 
ſaw by my Face into what Perplexity I was reduced; 1 
had neither. Strength to ſpeak, nor Confidence to look 


2 ae 2 Ip 


8 


upon him, and he had ſo much Patience as to wait till I 
was reſettled, that he might receive my Anſwer : but 


when he had vainly continued a long time in that Ex- 
peRation, and ſaw me ill keep a Silence full of Trouble 
and Confuſion ; Speak, Deidamia, (purſued he) and give 
me ſome Aſſurance of your Intention to obey me with⸗ 
out Repugnance. | - 8 
Il was fo ſtruck and caſt down, that I knew not which 
Hay I ſhould be able to reply; yet did I uſe my utmoſt 
Endeavours to recover a little Courage, and recollecting 
my Spirits to explain my ſelf, Sir, (faid I) what Quali- 
ties ſoever there are in the Perſon of the King of the La- 
eedemonians, and what Service ſoever he has done this 
State, I had not loved him if you had not enjoined © 
me; nor ſhould I have licenced my ſelf to an Affection, 
which your Command alone can authorize ; Twas out of 
Obedience only that I caſt my Eyes on the Good-will he 
bore me, and I have fo religiouſly obſerved. it, that your 
Majeſty could not deſire more Acknowledgment from 
me, nor more Affection to our Deliverer, than I have 
really given him: "Tis true, Sir, that J have loved him, 
and I loved him ſtill by your Orders by a moſt powerful 
Inclination, and by a ju. Knowledge both of his Worth, 
and of what he has done for us; but my Reſignation 20 
- your Will has rooted theſe Thoughts too deeply in my 
Heart to be ever able to pluck them thence ; and I was 
tos ready to comply with your Deſires ; to love 451 
with a light Affection, os with ſuch a one as can be ta- 
ken off, and placed upon another; that is a thing, Sir, 
whereof I feel my ſelf no way capable; and if in this 
. Declaration your Majeſty find any matter of Complaint ſe 
againſt your Daughter, be pleaſed to conſider, tis 7 0 
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for having been too obedient that I now am diſobedienr, 
ne King hearkened impatiently to this Reply, and was 
FX exceeding ill ſatisfied with it, yet ſince he had not doubt- 
ed but he ſhould meet with ſome difficulty in my Mind, 
and that he found a great deal of Reaſon in my Words, 
he would not fall into Paſſion, but contented himſelf 
with ſaying, What, Deidamia, will you perſiſt then 
; JF whether I will or no in an Affection which is Diſadvan- 
| tageous to you, and which I diſapprove ? My Affection 
to Agis (anſwered I) ſhall never make me do any thing 
that can bring you Shame, or that can juſtly give you 
Sorrow, but it ſhall always be ſtrong enough to keep me 
from forgetting him, and from giving that to another which 
he has ſo well deſerved, and which he holds only from 
pour ſelf. You ſhall have a little Time (replied the 
3 King) to perſwade your ſelf to follow my Commands, 
chin which interim, ſee that you reſolve to j ſo, and let 
jt me find no more Reſiſtance in you, upon pain of a Diſ- 
1g pleaſure which would not be to your Advantage. The 
1- 7 King, after theſe bitter Words, ſtaid not for an Anſwer, 
a- but going out of my Cloſet, left me in the ſaddeſt Con- 
is dition I had ever been in all my Life. I loved 418 in- 
ed FF deed equally to my ſelf, and this unjuſt forbidding me 
n, to love him appear'd ſo cruel to me, and ſo tyrannical, 
of that it left me neither Senſe nor Words, but to accuſe the 
be King of Injuſtice and of r My Tears lent me 
ur a great Relief in that Qccaſion, and 'twas by them I be- 
m gan to complain of the Violence that was uſed upon me; 
ve two of my Maids, to whom I truſted my moſt ſecret 
m, Thoughts, and which are theſe 2 now ſee with me, 
ful kept me Company in that ſad Employment, and when I 
th, was the moſt deeply buried in it, unfortunate Agis came 
10 into my Chamber; The Entrance of it was always free 
ny to him, and notwithſtanding the ſevere Reſolution that 
was taken againſt him, they ſtill remembered both his 
3% Quality, and what he had done for Epirus, and therefore 


ta- in Appearance he received the ſame Uſage he was wont 
i to have. As ſoon as ever I ſaw him, my Griefs were 
i: ſcnfibly redoubled, and I could not hinder my felf from 


ſending forth a Cry, wherein he inſtantly found the cruel 
Confirmation of his Suſpicions; he made a ſtop at my 


Chamber 
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Chamber Door, with his Arms acroſs, and ſeeing me all 
in Tears upon my Bed, and theſe two Maids bufied in 
comfort ing me, he was like to have loſt both his Strength þ 
and his Underſtanding, and all he could do in that Con- | 


dition, was to lean againſt the Wall to keep him up, and if! 


caſt Looks at me in that ſorrowful Poſture, which made 
me almoſt die with Grief, and with Compaſſion. Well, 
Madam, (cried he, after a long Silence) is it certain then 
that T am ruined ? I had not the Power to anſwer him at 
firſt, but when he had repeated theſe Words two or 
- three ſeveral Times, It is true, (ſaid I) my deareſt 4818, F 


I am forbidden to love you; but 'tis alſo true, that tis 


impoſſible for me to obey that Command. It you hold i 


that Reſolution (replied Agis) my Fortune is not deſpe- 


rate, but if you forſake me with your Friends, there is 
no kind of Death ſo dreadful but is to be preferred before 
my Condition, and wherewith I would not- ſacrifice a 
Life, which I will not keep one Moment after the loſs of 


my Hopes. I am molt firmly reſolved (anſwered D) to E | 


love no other Man in the World but Agzs, and if I be 
taken from him, they ſhall never give me any thing but 
my Grave. Agis found ſome conſolation in this Diſcourſe, Þ 


and recovering a little Confidence by the hopes I gave 


him, he drew nearer, and beſought me trembling to tell 7 
him the laſt Confirmat ions J had received of his Misfor- 
tune. I related all that the King had ſaid, with great 

Expreſſions of Sorrow, and thereby put him into the Con- 
dition that would have touch'd his moſt implacable Ene- 

mies with Pity; that great Courage which was wont to 

lead him on in Fight abandoned him for ſome Moments 

in this Encounter, and ſcarce had he enough remaining to 

keep him from ſinking under the weight of his Affliction; 
out of theſe Faintings he fell into ſuch a Rage, as I never 

had belieyed him capable of, and which nothing but his 
Paſſion alone could be able to excuſe. After he had ven- 

ted all that the impetuouſneſs of his firſt motions put into 
his Mouth, What, (continued be) ſhall it be true then that 
the Word of a Prince ſhall be unworthily revoked, and 
that my Services ſhall be ſo ungratefully requited ? Will 
not this State which I have ſaved from manifeſt Ruin, 
cry loudly againſt the Injuſtice that is done me, and will 
not 
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to ſecure himſelf againſt Antipater's Practices, and to. unite 
= himſelf with him, who under the Authority of Alexander 
nad made himſelf potent and conſiderable in Greece. That 
Man who is not born a Prince, and who draws all his 
2X luſtre but from the Glory of another, robs me of Deida- 
2% -1/a ; and the King your Father, out of ſome unequitable 
Keaſons of State, prefers a particular Man, a Man whom 
he knows not, and a Man who ever was his Enemy, be- 
fore a King, who ſo liberally has expoſed his Life to ſerve 
nim. But let him look for no Succeſs of ſo wrongful a 
Deſign, and let hin. believe, that the Gods have not in- 
XX fired him with it in Favour of Caſſander, but for Caſſan- 
der's Deſirution. | bd Sorts 

I'll kill him, that unjuſt Uſurper of my Happineſs, III 
kill him in the very Arms of Antipater; and though Alex- 
ander himſelf ſhould come in his Defence, Agis deſpiſes 
his own Life enough to ſacrifice many other to his lawful 
Reſentment, He ſaid divers other Words tranſported 
with an exceſſive Fury, but when his firſt Violence was 
a little over, Dear Agis, (ſaid I) if the firmneſs of my 
Affection to you can give you any Hope or Conſolation, 
be certain, that neither Caſſander, nor any other Man in 
the World, ſhall ever be preferr'd before you by Deida- 
mia, and that if ſhe cannot be yours, ſhe never will be 
any Body's ; perhaps our Affairs are not ſo deſperate as 
we believe them, and if you put the King in Mind of 
what he owes unto his Promiſe, and of what he owes to 
the Actions you have done for us, I do not think he will 
have the Confidence to perfift in his unworthy Reſoluti- 
ons. Tl go and make that Trial, (replied the afflicted 
£ | 42 Prince) 
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Prince) but, O Gods, with how little Hope is it, and 


with how little Succeſs (without doubt) will it be! At 


theſe Words he went out of the Chamber, being reſolved 


to go to the King to know his laſt Determination from 


his own Mouth; the time he had demanded to give hi 
Anſwer was already expired, and that poor Prince had 
not the Patience to deter it any longer; he ran directly] 
to the King whom he found in his withdrawing Room, 
with certain Princes, and other Perſons that were conſi- 
derable in Epirus. Being blinded with his Paſſion, he 
could not diſſemble his Thoughts before that Company, 
but having deſired the King to grant him a particular 
Audience, he ſtept to him with a troubled Countenance, 
yet ſtriving to keep his ill Humour from breaking out, 
he endeavour'd to compoſe himſelf to a moderation where- 
of he was not capable, and having by the manner of his 


coming in, and by his Action, ſuſpended all that were 


preſent, Sir, (ſaid he to the King) if your Majeſty's Promi- 
ſes had not been Fublick, and if the Alliance <cherewith jou 
intend to Honour me were not known to this whole Kingdom, * 
I <could not have demanded the Accompliſpment of them in jo 
great a Company, nor firive in this Place to cure my ſelf of © 
the diſquiets that Torment me. I do not doubt, Sir, lut that 
you obſerve ſome Trouble in my Face, and I have not cunning | | 
enough to diſſemble Thoughts, that are of the Nature of mine, | 
but yet I know the King of Epirus well enough, net to let ny 
Mind yield to the Impreſſion which they would give me of my R 


Misfortune 3 I know that he is of too IAuſtrious Blood to vio- 


late bis Word, and that be has too royal aud too grateful al 
Heart to forget my Services: How un<corthy ſoever I am of 
the Poſſeſſion of Deidamia, your Majeſty has loudly and ſolenn-| 
ly promiſed it me, and I ftould think I did you a mortal Inju- 
ry, if I could believe <vhat they aui uld perſuade me to the pre- 
judice of your Word, auhich 1 account inviolable between ſuch! 
Princes as the King of Epirus and the King of the Lacedemo- 


nians. King Agzs held his Peace after he had ſaid thus, 
and the whole Company kept a quiet Silence to hearken 


to Facidas's Anſwer, who when he had bethought him- 
ſelf a while, gave it in theſe Terms; I do not . Sir, 


but that Prince Zacidas highly oblig'd beth for Epirus, 


and for his particular conſideration, to the valiant King 
3 | | 2 
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| of the Lacedemonians, approv'd of his Affection to his 


Daughter, and deſired his Alliance as much as Gratitude 
and the Merit of that Prince could oblige him to do. 
This Truth is known through all Epirus, but you are not 
ignorant alſo of the Revolution which hath happen'd in 
the Royal Family, and you know well enough, that the 
Confiderations of a whole State ought without Queſtion 
to be valued above any particular ones. The Gods are 


| my Witneſſes, that if my Inclinations were followed, 


Deidamia ſhould never be matoh'd to any Body but the 


J valiant King of Sparta, and that I would prefer his Alli- 


ance before that of all the greateſt: Monarchs upon Earth ; 
No, I have not loſt the remembrance of the gallant Adi- 
ons he did in favour of us, nor have I loſt the Knowledge 
of the admirable Qualities of his Perſon, But my wile 
State oppoſes my Intention, and the Epirots, whoſe Crown 
as yet belongs in Reverſion to Deidamia, cannot reſolve 
to bear the Yoke of the Lacedemenians : They are frigtited 
with the Example of many Nations, who are become 
Slaves unto the Greeks, and they proteſt aloud, that they 
will not exchange their free Condition for Servitude. I 
would it pleaſed the Gods, that either J had more Liber. 


ty to diſpoſe of my Family, or · that you could find ſuch 


Recompence amongſt us, as might acquit part of our Ob- 
ligations to you; diſpoſe of our Eſtates which you have 
reſcued out of the Rebels Hands, diſpoſe of this Kingdom 
which you have delivered, and which by your Valour 
you have acquired unto your ſelf ; but leave the diſpoling 


of Deidamia to the Epirots, ſince it cannot be taken from 


them ; they will needs ſacrifice her to their Security, and 
ſhe is not happy enough to pretend to the Fortune which 
I had deſtin'd her, and whereof I was as defirous as your 
ſelf could be. Agis had hardly Patience to hear all this, 
and interrupting the King who would have ſpoken more, 
What, Sir, (aid he) is it true then that I ſhall not have 
Deidamia? And will you pay the real Services I have 
done you, with a few falſe Reaſons, invented by thoſe 
that envy me? Can you excuſe the violation of your 
Word by the change of your Condition, and have you re- 
ceiv'd any Dignity by becoming King of Epirus, which 
was not already in the Perſon of the King of Sparta? Ts 

| thas 
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this State, whoſe will you alledge, ſo ingrateful as t: 
forget that I have ſav d it? And are not theſe Epyrot 


"which would rob me of Deidamia, the ſame whoſe Blood 


1 ſpared by ſhedding. of mine own, and who yet upon 
their Fields may ſee ſo many Marks of what I have. done 
to buy their Safety? If they fear the domination of Sparta 
1 freely quit all thoſe Pretenſions the marrying of Heida 
mia might give me to this Crown, and provided I may 
have her, let them make whom they will King of Epirus 
and diſpoſe of their Monarchy according to their own de 


fires. dea * ? 


Tis not by this Kingdom you offer me, that the Joſi . 


of Deidamia can be recompenſed: I too much deſpiſe the 
Authority over a rebellious unthankful People; and if If 
have a deſire to inlarge my Territories, I wear a Sword ? 
well known to the Epirots, a Sword which has dctendedy 
their Country well enough, to make them ſee 'tis capa-Y 
ble to Conquer others; yea it can give me greater Empire:Þ 
than that of my fore Fathers, but it can much more eaſily 
preſerve what it has lawfully acquired me; 'tis by it in 
part that I pretend to Deidamia,. and *tis with it I will 
defend my Riglu even to my lateſt Breath, and that with 
Rivers of Blood, I will diſpute it againſt thoſe that would] 
take her fromme. | | | i. 1 
A Aeis pronounced theſe Words with a Tone that ſtruck 
Terror into many of the By-ſtanders, the King was ex- 
treamly nettled with them, and his Anger appear'd in the 
alterations of his Countenance, but knowing there was 4 
great deal of Reaſon in what he ſaid, and feeling ſome e- 
morſe of his Ingratitude, he kept his Thoughts from 
breaking forth, and only anſwered with a very ſerious 
Face, They that take Deidamia from you are not in a Condi- 
tion to fear your Threatnings, nor would be of an Humour to 
Suffer them from any other but their valiant Defender; be 
may freely make uſe of theſe Privileges, which ſo many <worthy 
Actions, and ſo many freſh Engagements have given him a- 
moneft us; and inſtead of returning his menaces in a Place 
here I might have ſome Poxwer to do it, T confeſs there was 
4 great deal of Fuſtice in his Reproaches, if the Injury I 7 
him vere a voluntary Action; the contempt you ſbew of this 
our Kingdom is an effect of Generoſity, which would not ex- 
1 | | cuſe 
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tO cue the Epirots fromthe Toke they fear, and in what manner 
i [over you renounce this Crown, after the Death of Raacidas, 


Deidamia's Right to it <vere not to be diſputed! 
Believe it, Sir, tis avith à moſt ſenſible Grief I declare this 
Tvuth, and this bard neceſſity of my Condition; that I might 
be in one to content you. I could wiſo this Crown were yet up- 
on the Head of another Sovereign, and if for your Satisfation 
you deſire only what abſolutely depends on me, I ſhalt think 
= nothing diſſicult to teſtify beau great a Senſe I have of the Ge- 
" eral,” and of my particular Obligations. O Gods! (cried out 
„ tranſported Agrs) Gods that are Enemies to Injuſtice and Op- 
lofil -preſſion'! Gods that are Rgvengers of Perjury ! Gods that arg 
he protettors of the Perſons of Kings ! Can you ſuffer this bigb A. 
if 3L/e coithont darting your Thunders upon forfworn ingrateful 
ord Heads? And you, Aacidas, can you recal to Mind the Condi- 
def tion ont of auch T freed you, and not die with very Shame 
Pa and Confuſion? Theſe Traitors to et hoſe Counſels you give Bar, 
T8 to the Prejudice of your Faith, and of your Honour; thoſe baſe 
ly Men, whoſe Advice you prefer before the Safety of unfortunate” 
a Agis, did they ever reſcue you from ſuch Extremities as thoſe 
on on were reduced to cuben I came to your Relief? Nay, ra- 
17) a REY lacs dots ' ; 
= ther, are not they themſelves indebted to me for #hat' fhameſul 
a rife cubich I preſerved for the Deſtruction of mine own? Hus 
= #7 from Antipater, and bis Son you received that Afſiſtance 2 
c and is the Price of my Services which you deprive me of, due 
"i to the Injuries which they have done? 8 
be The King, who did not think his Deſign of an Alliance 
ö with Antipater had been known to Agis, appear d much 
cl aſtoniſhed at this Diſcourſe ;- but as he had prepar'd him- 
IN ſelf againſt all the events he was probably to look for 


us trom his Change, he recollected himſelf preſently, and re- 
4. plied without falling into Paſſion; I will never prefer 
1 Arti pater, Caſſander, or any other Prince in Eurqe, before 
be your ſelf ; but if my Kingdom has Deſigns for its own 
Quictneſs, and for the Eftabliſhment of that Tranquility 
it defires, I know not how to oppoſe them without ma- 
- king my ſelf unworthy of the Crown they have ſet upon 


my Head, nor without making a People, moſt inclinable 
to revolt, take Arms once more againſt me. Tet em ra- 
ther take Arms (interrupted furious Agis) for their own De- 


ferce, againſt an Enemy æubich they cannot, and which 4 
3 | | ou gt 
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anobt not to deſpiſe; and ſince they underoalue me for Callan- ¶ th 
2 4 2 and — Name and Family are in 
unknown, but by their perfidzouſnefs, and by the Glory of heir I th 
: Maſter, let 'em take" Arms for. tus Relief, as J baue talen an 
Arms for theirs. That audacious Fellorb ſoak not quietly en- to 
joy evbat he unjuſtly could ravifh from me's and fince neither th 
Compa Lon of an unfortunate Lover, wrom your Ingratitude hi 
precipitates into utter Deſpair, nor the remembrance of this m 
. Crown, <uhich is the cauſe of a# my Misfortunes,: and cubich Wl ne 
you oxwe to nore but me; nor tle confideration of Honour <which i fo 
is intereſted in the violation of your Word, can diſſuade you hi 
| from the cruel Reſolution you have taken againſi me, Remem- ati 
ber, King of Epirus, remember that 1 al be able to do as tr. 
much for my own Quarrel, as I have dene already for yoxrs, 
and that this unjuft Caſſander ſea# either ſinł under my lacv- 
ful Indignation, or make Agis fall with the better part of 
Greece. That's the firſt Expedition I'll prepare for, and if 
the. Gods grant me the Succeſs which is due to the juſtice if ny ll no! 
» Cauſe, you ſoall quickly ſee thoſe Arms,: Macidas, glittering Le 
in Epirus, in a hoſtile manner, echich once -you 2 Jos 
evith' ſo much Foy, when they came to bring you Safety ; they 
Hv already tow to conquer the Epirots, and ſeali overflow i ſi 
ther Fields cvitb that ſame Blecd, which heretofore they unluc- i ba 
Rily have preſerved. At theſe Words, the King could non 
Jonger contain himſelf within the limits of Moderation, L, 
and ſeeing all thoſe that ſtood about him murmur at Agis's I. 
Declaration; Hitherto (ſaid he) in regard of your Reſent- o. 
ment, and in remembrance of avhat you have done for us, 1. 
have paſſed by al pour Provocations; but ſince jou openly de- 
clare Wavy ngainſt me, I accept it, and charge you within three MI. de. 
Days to depart this Country, where you cannot be look'd upon Ml ron 
as other than an Enemy. II as an Enemy, (replied Agi (to 
haſtily) "tis as an Enemy you ſtall ſee me return into't, and a 
all the moſt cruel and moſt horrible Effects that Fire and Sqvort th. 
can bring along wvith them, foall be the ſure Rewards of Per- w: 
jury and Inovatitude. | wed” hr end TY nit 
Theſe Words were not well over-hcard by the King, bu 
who already Was retiring another way, and furious Agis N: 
going out of the Room at the ſame time, took his way pa 
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directly towards his Lodging. 
The 
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The Noiſe of this Diſorder was immediately ſpread 
through the whole Court, and there was no other talk 
re in all Anibracin, but of this unexpected Change, and of 
ir MY the Events it might produce. Opinions were divided, 
en and if thoſe that were concern'd, found, or endeavoured © 
n- | to make others find Reaſon in the King's proceeding, they 
er that judg'd of it without Paſſion or Intereſt, eondemn'd 
d him of a high Ingratitude; but the number of the bafe 
1% minded Men, and Flatters, was greater than that of ge- 
cb nerous Perſons, and the ſame Apis, who a few Days . 
ch fore was followed and adored by the whole Court, ſaw 
himſelf generally forſaken, forſaken in a moment, and 
attended only by thoſe: he had brought out of his Coun- 
try. When this News Was, told me, I was like inſtantly 
to have died (for Grief, arid though the Queen my Mo- 
they labour'd to give me ſome Conſolation, and to cover 
the King's Action with ſome Pretences, I found nothing 
in her Diſcourfes but new Occaſions of Afflictions: Ler 
not the King hope, (ſaid I) no, let. bim never hope, that my 
Heart can be chang d, and -ſince be <vould needs have me 
love King Agis, det him prepare bimſelf to ſee me love him 
in the Graue; an Affection, abbich ſuch expreſi' Communis, 
ſuch important Obligations, aui ſuch admirable Qualities © 
tave kindled, is not ſo eaſily to be quench d, and the King 
Father ought rot to think it ſtrange, though I owe my 
Life to him, that my Soul nevertheleſs is different from his. 
I-muſt love Ag1s, Madan:, for ever, and althoygh I have 
Power enongb oder. ibat Paſſion, to keep it within the' Limits 
wbich my Brrtb-bath preſcribed, it will have Power e 
le- i over me, to make my Heart incapable of a fecond. Ah | my 
ee ¶ dear Apis, rather let Death, accompanied with the moſt rigo- 
00 rous Tortures, ſeparate me from thee for ever, than that 1 
07s  frould afford room to a Succeſſby in this Heart, <chich never 
nd aua, ner ever fball be any Body's but thine. - I accompanied 
wd WY theſe Words with ſuch a flood of Tears, that the Queen 
-was deeply touch'd with them; ſhe eſteem'd Agis infi- 
nitely, and did no way approve my Father's Maxims ; 
g, but he govern'd not his Affairs by her Adviee, and ſhe 
1s was much to weak to oppoſe. his Determinations. TI 1 
ay Wl palled the reſt of that Day, and all the Night in ſighs, in 
ſobs, and in halt deſperate Actions, and the next Morn- 
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ing my poor Aegis being reſolv'd to go away that very 
Day, came to receive his laſt Fare wel of me. The King, 
who could neither forbear to conſider him, nor think up- 
on him without Remorſe, denied him not that ſmall Sa- 


risfaQion ; and his entrance into my Chamber was as fre- 


* 


ly permitted as before. | 

fle came in with a Countenance;: which had almoſt 
nothing of his wonted, Features, and whoſe, Looks had 
ſomething ſo fatal in them, that Death appear'd there moſt 
naturally painted; and I beheld him with Eyes, which. 
ſufficiently teſtified the Part I bore in his Misfortunes. 
For a long time he was not able, to get out one Word, 
and for a long time I alſo was in no Condition to begin 
that ſad Entertainment. Our Eyes talk'd. a great While 
for us, and when fainting Agis thought himſelf ſtrong 
enough, to help them to expreſs his Mind, after having 
begun with many Sighs ; Madam, (faid he) behold this 
d ſgrac d, beheld this baniſd d Man, beboid this Enemy ef 
Epirus, and he who in this Court has appear d <vith ſuch a 


2 3 14 3 


" Luftre, and with ſo high a Fortune, departs now. fm it 


evitkout any. other Conſolation; than 1þ.1t of being able to tale 
lis Leave of jour tis ihe only Favour that's not: veſufed me, 
and tis in it alone 1 hate eſtabliſhed my lateſt Hopes ; yau-" 
are too generous, my fair Princeſs, to ſquare your Thoughts. by 
thoſe of the King your Father, and though I be bated by jour 


Friends,” I hope that you <vill not conſider me as the Enemy of 
_ your. Houſe, I conſi der you, (faid I, interruptiug him), and 


ui conſi der you all my life, as that which I. love moſt dearly . 
in this World ;” and as that only evbich. I ran, and quid love iu 
it. The Gods be praiſed (replied Agis, lifting up his Hands 
aud Eyes to Heaven) ſince my Princeſo is not chang d, neither 
zn my Fortune; and ſince fie — ſoue me, I out-brave + 
the tyrannical Poaver of a Father, and all tle Oppeſitions of 

unthankful Epirus. Vel then, my princeſs,” if you love me; 
f you love me ſaid he again within a litle aſter, and 
made a ſtop at theſe Words, as nat having the Confidence 

to proceed. I perceived his inward Miſturbance, and be- 


ing willing to eaſe him in it; Tes Agis, (added I) I love 
yeu, and 1 will give all the Pro's you can damand of my 
Aﬀetjon. If it be ſo, (replied he) I 10 longer: have. any 
Reajon to complain of my Deſtiny ; but deareſt Princeſs, l 


extreamiy 


ye k 
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extreamly do I fear you A change your Reſolution, and how I 
tremble at the Propoſition I am going to make you * In à leſs 
Extremity 1 ſbould nos have altempied it, but ſince "tis the” 
enly means of Safety I now have left, I muſt of Neceſſity fol- 
low it, and beg Proofs of your Aﬀettion <which are aboce my 
Services, and above the Merit of my Perſon, but may perad- 
venture be due unto my Paſſion, ' and io the Promiſe you have 
made me. Since the King oppoſes my Fortune, or rather ſince 
be oppoſes my Life, be pleaſed, fair Princeſs, that I may bold 
it from your ſelf alone, and that I may live only by you, ſince 
I cannot live but for vou. If the Ring refuſe m2 Deidamia, 
let me receive her from Deidamia hey ſelf, And to ſollosv the 
Fortune of a Prince that adores her, let her fly from a Prince 
that would ſacrifice her to the Capricio's of his State. Nur 
Condition ſoali not be ſo miſerable at Sparta, that you ſbouid 
need to beevail your leaving this unthankful Country, and as 
much forſaken as Tam, Twant not means to carry you from 
hence, if you <uill have the Goodneſs to quit it for me. Agis 
would have gone on with his Perſwaſions, but I would 
not ſuffer him to proſecute his Diſconrſe ; I found matter 
enough in it of Offence to me, bur I lov'd him enough, 
and was enough oblig*d to him, to pardon it as an Effect 
of his Paſſion, and to content my jelf with refuſing his 
Demand, without being angry with him for it. Tis 
enough, (ſaid I) my deareſt Agis, tis enough, and I am 
exceedingly afflicted, that you have deſired no Proofs of p 
my Affection, but ſuch as neither are fit for me to grant, 
nor you to sk. 2 „„ 

Would it had pleaſed the Gods, you had rather de- 
manded the better part of my Blood, or that you had 
deſired my Life it ſelf, and they are my Witneſſes, I 
would have given you them without any trouble; but 
to perſwade me to Faults fo unworthy of a Princeſs, 
and fo contrary to my Duty, and to my Reputation; 
Ah! deareſt Jezs if you lov'd me, could you ſuffer ' 
ſuch a Thought? I make you Judge your ſelf of the 
Unfitneſs of your Demand, and 1 conjure you to tell me 
truly, it your ſelf could approve the thing you counſel 
me.: Fei an enten bygty 


What 
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What will you then do for me? (cried that afflicted 
Prince) and what Fruit can I expect from that Affection, 
wherewith you would have me flatter my ſelf in my Mis- 
fortune 2 What Proofs then ſha]l thoſe be you offer me of 
it? and in this laſt Extremity, what Adyantage can [ 
draw from your lateſt Promiſes * All that you can hope 
for (replied I) from a Princeſs that loves you, but from 
a virtuous Princeſs, and one who like your ſelf, would 
prefer Death before any mean unworthy Action. I will 
teſtify my Affection to you, by preſerving it to my very 
grave; I for your ſake will diſobey the King my Father, 
It he ſhall command me to forget you; I'll diſobey him 
if he ſhall oblige me to a ſecond Affection, for in the 
Obedience I owe him, I know no Rules that can compel 
the Inclination.: but if he ſhould forbid me to marry you, 
or if he ſhould forbid me to ſee you, I cannot perſiſt in 
that Deſign without doing an irreparable Injury to my 
Reputation. What Injury ſhall you do it (ſaid Agzs) by 
following a Husband of a Quality equal to your own, 
and a Husband whom you loy'd only by the Injunction 
of your Friends? When I ſhall receive him from them 
(anſwered I) III follow his Fortune to the utmoſt part 
of the World, and will prefer the Poſſeſſion of him be- 
fore that of the whole Earth together; but to take him, 
or go along with him without their Conſent, is that! 
cannot do without making my ſelf unworthy both of my 


Birth, and of your Eſtcem, and 'tis in ſhort, a thing, | 


which if you love me, you ought not to propound. If 
this flight offend you, (replied he) ſuffer me at leaſt to re- 
turn arm'd into Epirus to demand the accompliſhment of 
the King your Father's Word, and to labour with my 
Sword tor my Satisfaction, or for my Revenge; and that 
in brief I may ſtrive to win you by thoſe Arms to whoſe 
Succeſs you formerly were granted ;, perhaps by their 
means, Events may come to alter Reſolutions, and when 
the Epirots ſhall ſee the Deſolation of their Country, and 
that the King your Father ſhall be reduced to ſuch Extre- 
mities, as thoſe I ſaw him in before, they both may re- 
cede from thoſe proud ingrateful Thoughts, which Proſpe- 
rity has given them; I for ſuch gallant Pretenſions, will 


arm all the Men of Courage that Greece contains, and at 
the 
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the Head of them the Epirots ſhall ſee an invincible Ene- 
my, and an Enemy, who will requite their Breach of 
Faith, with an univerſal Ruin and Deſolution. | 
Agis made a ſtop when he had faid theſe Words, and 


ſeeing he waited for my Anſwer ; I hate Epirus enough 


(ſaid I) to behold the Miſeries of it without Sorrow, and 
my want of Power may have left me too little Credit 
with you to diſſwade your Reſolutions ; but I am too 
much obliged to tell you, that no Senſe of Virtue, nor 
Rule of Decency, will ſuffer me to love a Man in Arms 
againſt my Country, or to offer any Prayers in favour of 
him. Not that I will oppoſe your Indignation, nor that 
in the Condition our Affairs now ſtand, I would Kill 
keep a tyrannical Power over you, which might hinder 
you from following its Incitements ; do whatſoever your 
Paſſion ſhall think beſt for us; but remember that Zaci- 
das, as ungrateful as he is, is yet my Father, and that all 
the Laws of Duty forbid his Daughter to love his Enemy. 

The Prince loſt Patience at this Diſcourſe, and looking 
upon me with Eyes as full of Anger as of Love; What, 
and you too Madam, (cried he) have you alſo forſaken 
me? Ah! this is my utmoſt Misfortune, this is the 
higheſt point of my Affliction, without which I could 
not have accounted my ſelf miſerable ; but ſince Deida- 
mia holds Intelligence with her Father to deſtroy me, Dei- 
damia ſhall infallibly be ſatisfied ; no, Madam, I will no 
longer preſerve any Reſentment againſt Aacidas, and ſince 
in his Uſage toward me, he follows but your Inclinations, 
I will no more accuſe him of Ingratitude; let him die, 
this unfortunate Agis, who has not been able to merit 
your Affections, and that he may die with the greater In- 
nocence, let him die without uling any Reproaches againſt 
you. Theſe, (replied I, being touch'd with thoſe Words to 
the very Heart) theſe are the moſt cruel, and the moſt. 
bloody ones you can invent, and if you really ſuſpe& me 
of that Baſeneſs you upbraid me with, you are more in- 
grateful your ſelf, than thoſe whom you complain of. 
I loye you but too well for my Repoſe, and too well for 
my Duty, and I give you not ſo {light a Mark of it as 
you believe, in openly reſiſting the Pleaſure of my Fa- 
ther, and of my King, and in paſſing, for your ſake, the 
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Bounds which Modeſty and Obedience preſcribe me. Let 


it ſuthce you, that you ſhall never ſee another Man in 


the place I have given you, and that if the King my Fa- 


ther will not ſuffer me to be yours, you ſhall have this 
Conſolation to know I will never be another's. Con- 
tent your ſelf with this Aſſurance, if you can, ſince 'tis 
impoſſible for me to do more, and that I may proteſt to 


you, by all the things that are moſt ſacred, our Misfor- 


tunes are equal, and my Grief is not at all inferior to your 
OWN. | 
Ah ! vain and light Conſolation ! (cried the Prince, quite 
tranſported) Ah |! falſe Hopes! ah! deceittul Appearan- 
ces, how unworthily have you betrayed me ! Well, 
Madam, (purſued he, caſting himſelf at my Feet, and 
waſhing them with a ſtream of Tears) ſince neither the 
remembrance of your Promiſes, nor the deplorable Con- 
dition in which you ſee me, are able to mollify you, and 
that you neglect the Conſervation of my Life, out of 
light Confiderations, which ſerve only for a Pretence to 
cover your Hard-heartedneſs toward me, I muſt diſengage 
ou from your Promiſes, and by my Death ſet you at Li- 
erty, to follow the Motions of the King your Father. 
III die, *tis infallibly reſolved, I'Il die, but not alone, 
they that drag Agis to his Grave, ſhall perhaps go thither 
with him, and it ſhall be by their Blood, and by that of 
many Thouſands, he'Il make his Funerals renowned to all 
Eternity. At theſe Words he would have riſen from be- 
fore me, but I let my ſelf fink upon him with ſo much 
"Weakneſs, that I fell down on the Floor cloſe by him, 
who as fainting as he was, took me into his Arms, 
where he ſaw me loſe both my Senſes and my Under- 
ſtanding; my Maids fetch'd me to my ſelf again, by the 
help they gave me, and then, looking upon Agis, with as 


dying an Eye as his, Leave me Agis, (ſaid 1) leave me, 


and ſince you cannot content your ſelf with what I am 
- able, and with what I do ſatisfy you, ſufter me to under- 
go my wretched Deſtiny with Patience. Farewel 


(purſued I, caſting my Arms about his Neck, and drown- 
ing his Pace in a Sea of Tears) farewel my deareſt 
Agis, leave this ingrateful Country, which hath nothing 
left in it worthy of you, and without inquiring what 
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Effect your Remembrance ſhall work upon me, uſe mine 
the beſt way you can for your own Repoſe. With theſe 
Words, not being longer able to bear his Preſence, with- 
cout breaking forth into Violences very contrary to Mo- 
deſty, I embraced him once again for the laſt time of all, 
and turning my Eyes away from his Face, I retired into 
my Cloſer, where I ſhut my ſelf up, with a Reſolution 


not to ſee him any more. Alas ! (continued Deidamia, 


melting into Tears) that was my laſt ſight of him indeed, 
and 'twas but too truly that I bid him adieu for ever; 
the Pangs I felt at that cruel Separation, were but too 
certain Freſapes of our extreameſt Misfortunes ; and that 
- parting went too near my Heart, not to make me judge 
” that it would be Eternal. I was not preſent at the laſt 


Ad ions of my poor afflicted Prince, but I heard ſince, 


> that after he had fallen into Swoonings, which brought 
him almoſt to his Grave, and that he had uttered Words 
which cleft the Hearts of my gricved Maids with pity, 
he went out of my Chamber, and reſolving not to ſtay a 
1 minute longer in Ambracia, took Horſe with all his Re- 
tinue to depart. They who ſaw him paſs through the 
Streets in that Condition, and who could not forget they 
= were indebted to him for their Safety, were not able at 
that Sight to forbear lamenting, and expreſſing by their 
Cries how much they diſapprov'd that unjuſt Uſage of 
their valiant Deliverer. When he was in the Market- 
. place, where he ſaw a Company of Men together, he 
turn'd toward them with an Action which ſufficiently 
, thew'd the trouble of his Mind, and looking upon them 
with a threatning Eye, and an Eve kindled with a juſt 
$ Indignat ion, People of Epirus, (ſaid he) remember your 
© Ingratitude, and when you ſee your ſelves again in the 
> Dangers from which I freed you, bewail at leaſt the loſs 
L of your Defender; his help ſhall fail you in your time of 
need; nay, and perhaps you ſhall ſee thoſe ſame Arms 
| endeavour your Ruin, with the ſame Succeſs they had for 
> Deliverance, Theſe Words were followed with a mur- 
mur amongſt thoſe that approved the Juſtice of his Com- 
| plaint, and the valiant Agis had no ſooner ſpoken them, 
8 but turning his Back upon that unthankful People, he 
went out of the City, and took his Journey toward Spar- 
| C'S | ta, 


alone, or only in the Company of thoſe whom I ſuſpected 
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za, by the ſame ways he had cleared from Enemies, and 
which he ſtill ſaw full of the Marks of his unconquered 
Valour. 1 | | 

Which way, my Lord, ſhall I be able to relate the 
Extremity of my Affliction ? certainly it is not in my 
Power; and in what Terms ſoever I ſhould do it, twould 
be impoſſible for you to comprehend it. A Body divi- 
ded from its Soul may have ſome Reſemblance with the 
Condition I was in at that time, and ſorrowful Deidamia 
was the true Picture of Deſolation. The laſt Words, 
and the laſt Actions of that poor Prince, had pierced my 
Heart ſo deeply, that J was utterly uncapable of any 


Conſideration, or of any other Remembrance but his; 


my Affection to him was fo increaſed by thoſe unhappy 


Accidents, that it was riſen to the higheſt degree of Paſ- 
fion, and if before I lov'd him as I was oblig'd, I loved 
him then a Thouſand times more dearly than my ſelf. 7 
Alas ! with how many Tears did J lament that fatal Sepa- 7 


ration, and what Reproaches did not I utter againſt my 


Father's Ingratitude, whenſoever he open'd his Mouth to 8 
condemn my Grief? I loſt part of the Reſpect I o-wWed 


him, to take the liberty to tell him of his Injuſtice; and 


as often as he went about to perſwade me to accommodate *7 
my Thoughts to his, and to receive Impreſſions for Ca. 
ſander, to whom he deſtined me indeed, I ſhewed ſo lit- 
tle compliance to his Will, that he gave over all hope f 
being able to bend my Mind to it. Let your Majeſty be 
contented (faid I) with having ſwaid my Heart once to 
your Deſires, and with having introduced an Affection, 
whoſe Birth I ſhould have oppoſed, had I not feared to 
diſobey and to diſpleaſe you; I know not how to change 


. 


ſo lightly, and I teſtify my Reſignation to your Will ſuf- 


ficiently, in taking my ſelf away from him to whom 
your Command had given me, without your forcing my 
Inclinations a ſecond time, for a Man whom I neither |. 


know, nor ever will; I confeſs I went beyond Reſpect, 
in ſaying thus to the King my Father, but twas the leaſt 
I owed to my poor Agzs, and he well deſerv'd that for 
his ſake I ſhould do ſomething more than Modeſty in 
ſtrictneſs would allow. Wherefore at ſuch times as I was 
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not, I ſuffered my Reſentments to break forth in ſuch a 
manner, that I forgot not any Word a lawtul Paſſion 
could put into my Mouth. In the interim Antipater ſent 
Commiſſioners to my Father, to preſs the Propoſition of 
our Marriage, but notwichſtanding all the King's At- 
tempts, by Gentleneſs, and by Violence, it was impoſ- 
fible for him to ſhake my Reſolution, and when he went 
to terriſy me with his Threats, Let your Majeſty cauſe 
me to be put to. Death (ſaid I) and I ſhall be cured of a 
Remembrance more cruel than all the Pains you can in- 
flict upon me. The King was extremely moved at theſe 
Words, and was ſometimes upon the very point of let- 
ting looſe his Anger ; but. he loved me very tenderly, 
and his Knowledge of the Unjuſtneſs of what he de- 
manded, wrought ſomething upon him, and did a little 
moderate his Indignation. Artipater's Commiſſioners 
thinking themſelves mock'd, return'd very much diſcon- 
tented, after they had publickly complain'd of their Ma- 
er's being ill dealt withal, and having at their Depar- 
ture expreſſed that he would not be inſenſible of it. I 
was alſo perſecuted by Neoptolemus, who taking his Ad- 
vantage upon the Ruin of Agis's Pretenſions, and upon 
my Averſeneſs to the Marriage of Caſſander, left nothing 
unattempted, either with my Father, or with my ſelf, 
to adyance his old Deſigns ; but the King anſwered him 
with my Obſtinacy, and I with ſuch ſtrange kind of 
Uſage, that the very ſpite he conceived, made him leave 
the Court, with an Intention to ſtir up ſome Trouble in 
the Kingdom, and for that Purpoſe to make uſe of the 

Peoples ill Opinion of acidas. 
About that time, the News came to us, that my valiant 
Agis with an Army more powerful through the Courage, 
than the Number of Men it conſiſted of, was entered in- 
to the Countries that were ſubject to Antipater; where 
by the beginning of his Exploits, he ſnewed Marks both 
of his 7 and of the Animoſity that guided him. 
We heard that in many Encounters he had gained all man- 
ner of Advantages, that he had taken many Places by 
ſtorm, and that after having made himſelf Maſter of the 
Field, he had laid ſiege to Megalopolis, whither Antipatey 
was marching toward him with an Army much more 
| C 3 oy potent 


54 CASSANDRA Part IV. 


potent than his, becauſe it was made up, not only of his 
own Forces, but of many of his Allies, and where Agis 
ſtaid for him, contrary to the Advice of all his Comman- 
ders, being leſs deſirous of Victory than of Death, but 
moſt firmly reſolved, to ſell his Life at the deareſt Rate, 
and to make his Deſpair remarkable by Actions which Po- 
ſterity never ſhould forget. 

This News made me ſend forth continual Wiſhes in 
his Favour, and all the Prayers I made unto the Gods 
were only for his Safety ; yet was I tormented with ex- 
traordinary Fears, and thoſe mortal Apprehenſions were 
the true Preſages of my Misfortune. Alas ! they were 
but too true indeed, and ſince I muſt abridge a Relation 
which has nothing now in it, but ſorrowful and unplca- 
ling Events, in ſpite of all my Prayers, and in ſpite of 
all my Wiſhes, I heard ſhortly after with all Epirus, that 
in a bloody Battle, whoſe iflue had been diſputed by al- 
moſt all the Blood of eicher Party, my beloved, my va- 
liant Agis had loſt his Life upon thouſands of Men whom 
he had ſacrificed to his lawfal Rage. Although this Re- 
port was confuſedly brought us, you may judge neverthe- 
3e!s what Effect it wrought upon my Heart, and you 1ir.a- 
gine by the Knowledge this fatal Story has given you 
of my Love, that I was little leſs dead than he himſelf. 
Indeed all figns of Life forſook me, and Complaints not 
being capable to expreſs the ſmalleſt part of my Afflic- 
tion, they left that office ro Faintings and Swoonings, 
which carried me almoſt into the very Bowels of the 
Grave. ; 

I had continued many Days in a Condition, which 
made my Life to be much doubted of, when that I might 
be utterly overwhelm'd, they brought a Man to me, 
whom I inſtantly knew to have belonged to that poor 
Prince, and to have been the moſt beloved of all the 
Servants he had; as ſoon as ever I faw him, though it 
was in the Preſence of the Queen my Mother, I ſent 

forth a cry of a deſpairing Perſon, and preſently after ſell 
into a ſwoon, in the Arms of thoſe that were about me. 
When with ſeveral Remedies they had fetched me to my 
ſelf again, as I open'd my Eyes I caſt them upon that 
Man, and forcing the Sighs which ſtopped the Paſſage of 


my 
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my Words; Agis is dead, (cried I) Agis is dead, Archi- 
damus. Yes, Madam, (anſwered he) the greateſt, and 
the moſt generous of all Princes, is dead indeed, but he 
ſhall never die in the Memory of Mankind ; at his Death 
he has raiſed himſelf a Monument, which would render 
his Condition worthy to be envied, if he were not dead 
in your Remembrance. In my Remembrance (replied I, 
quite tranſported) Ah ! Archidamus, Agis ſhall never die 
in my Remembrance, and 'tis only by the Remembrance 
of him that Deidamia now lives her ſelf. He com- 
manded me (continued Arcbidamus, very ſadly) to brin 
you the lateſt Marks of his, and if you be ſo pleaſed, x 
will acquit my ſelf of the laſt Commiſſion he ever gave 
me. | 

My Grief made me unable to reply, and all I could 
do, ſeeing him put forth his Arm to give me a Letter, 
was to lift up my Hand to receive it, and to imploy the 
reſt of my little Strength to open it. There were but 
very few Words in it, but they were written with his 
Blood, and that ſight ſtruck ſuch a chilneſs into mine, 
that I was hardly able to ſpeak or fiir. Ah ! my dear 
Agis (cried I, kiſſing that Blood before I read the Words) 
with what diſmal Characters have you mgraven theſe laſt 
Expreſſions of your Love ? and why have you been ſo 
prodigal of this noble Blood, ſo dear to Deidamia, and 
which ſuſtain'd my Life more than your own ? Saying 
thus, I caſt mine Eyes once more upon it, but they were 
ſo drown'd in Tears, that for a long time I was not able 
to ſee, and 'twas with much ado that in the end I read 
theſe Words : | 


Agis to the Princefs Deidamia. 


<> 


7 OUR Iugratitude has not had Pocver to make you Ie 
your Empire over me; I die yours, Deidamia, and 
it is to aſſure you of it, that I imploy the remainder of my 
Blood, and of my Strength. 


#"W And 
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And T'1l die thine, (cried I, kiſſing thoſe Words again) 
yes, die thine, my too too faithful Prince; and I'll con- 
feſs at the Extremity of my Life, I was as unworthy of 
Theſe laſt Marks of thy Affection, as thou wert worthy 
of a more fortunate Deftiny. Theſe Words were tol- 
Jowed with a Sea of Tears, whoſe flowing whole Hours 
could not affwage ; and if I had not been withheld. by 
thoſe that were about me, I ſhould without doubt have 


made theſe Hands of mine to act ſome Violence againſt 


my Life. After having been a good part of the Day in 
this Condition, I defired to know the Particulars of his 
Death, and though I was certain that relation would ſur- 
Charge my Grief, the Reſolution I had taken to bury my 
Telf abſolutely in it, made me ſeek that new Occaſion to 
afflict my felf ; and therefore turning towards Archida- 
mus, Tell me, I pray you, (ſaid I, with a Voice inter- 
rupted by my Sighs) tell me, Archidamus, in what man- 
ner your valiant Prince loſt his Life; but do not ſpare 
-my Sorrow, nor conceal the moſt deplorable Accidents 
of it from her, whoſe Deſpair is uncapable of receiving 
any Addition. Archidamus with much ado retraining 
Tears, fatisfied the Requeſt I made him, on this man- 
ner: 

In the Condition T now ſee you, Madam, I will not 


make you a long recital of the Life wy Maſter led after 


your Separation; and fince 'tis only an Account of his 
Death that you demand, I ſhall deliver it to you in a very 
few Words. I will not repeat what his Deſpair made 
him ſay during our Expedition; the knowledge you have 
of his Paſſion, may make you eaſily judge; he uttered 
whatſoever a violent Affection, and a juſt Senſe of his 
Misfortune could put into his Mouth. He would never 
hearken to one Word of Comfort, and having nothing 
in his Mind but the Ruin of Caſſander, he never talk'd 
to us of any thing, but the Revenge he intended to pre- 
pare againſt him. When we were come to Sparta, hard- 
ly would he tarry there three Days, either to take a lit- 
tle Reſt, or to put thoſe Forces he found there in a readi- 
neſs to March. He would not ſtay for any Recruits, and 
his Impatience was ſo great, that it made him run head- 
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Book I, CASSANDRAIH. 57 
long upon an Enterprize, under which, being ſo weak 
in Men as he was, he in all Probability was like to ſink. 
vet did he march with as much Boldneſs, as if he had 
been followed by a Million of Men, and being en- 
tered into the Territories that obey d Antipater, he left 
moſt bloody Marks there of his lawful Fury; the For- 
ces that defended the Frontier were all cut in pieces, 


and whatſoever oppoſed his Paſſage met the ſelf ſame De- 
ſtiny. N 

P will not trouble you with the Particularities of that 
War at length, but only tell you, that after having de- 
feared whatſoever came in our Way, ta'n divers Places by 
Aſſault, and made ſuch progreſs in few Days, as might 
bave demanded whole Years to equal it, we ſaw our 
| ſelves forced to beſiege Megalopolis, which was an obſtacle 
to our Paſſage, *Twas not the intention of our valiant 
King to fix us upon Sieges, but his Deſign was to march 
directly to Caſſander, and make him lay down his Preten- 
ſions to you, together with his Lite ; being ingag'd be- 
fore that Place, we heard that Antipater and his Son were 
coming towards us with Colours flying, and an Army 
half as ſtrong again as ours. This Intelligence could not 
terrify the King ; who contrary to the Advice of his 
Commanders, who counſel'd him either to retire or in- 
trench himſelf, raiſed his Siege, and went to meet the 
Enemy with a Reſolution to give him Battel. Why 
ſhould I hold you longer? The two Armies fac'd one 
another, and having ſhew'd an equal defire to Fight, the 
chief Othcers drew them up according to their wonted 
Order, and according to the ſituation of the Places, and 
the numbers of their Men ; which done, they preſently 


began the Battel. 

There was a great deal of Blood ſhed on both Sides 
very quickly, and our Prince incourag'd us by ſo admira- 
ble an Example of Valour, that we ſhould certainly have 
conquered with him, if he had not rather fought for 
Death than Victory; but he abandon'd all Care of his 
Men, to think of his particular Satisfaction, and ſee king 
Caſſander in the thickeſt of his Squadrons, he brake thro 
all of them to get to him, and charging him in the midſt 


of a thouſand Swords and Javelins, he laid him on the 
7 Ground 
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(round together with his Horſe ; immediately after he 
diſmounted Antipater, and if his Fury had not been ſtopt 
ty a valiant Stranger, whoſe Strength was little diffe- 
rent from his, without Queſtion he would have perfect- 
ed his Revenge. He did not all theſe prodigious Acti- 
ons without receiving a great number of Wounds, and 
in the end he was ſo weaken'd by them, that he no lon- 
ger was able to ſit upon his Horſe, but had fallen off 
among the Dead, if we had not broke in to him, and 
reſcu'd him from among a multitude of Swords which he 
deſpiſed, and into the midſt of which, he with the fierce- 
neſs of a Lion had precipitated himſelf. Having drawn 
him out of the Throng whether he would or no, I put 
him into a Litter, and carried him a little out of the 
heat of the Fight; but his Litter was preſently full of 
Blood, which ran down from an infinite number of 
Wounds, and my magnanimous Prince, knowing he was 
near his End, would not ſuffer me to ſtir from him ary 
more, but drawing Paper from ſome Place about hin, 
where I believe he carried it for that purpoſe, he pull'd 
out the head of a Javelin that ſtuck in his Body, and 
with the bloody Point of it, he with great Difficulty 


writ thoſe Words whereof I have been the fatal Bearer. 


As ſoon as he had done, Archidamas (ſaid he, giving 
them to me) carry theſe laſt Aſſurances of my Affection 
to Deidamia, and make her the Relation of my Death. 


Scarce had he impoſed that Command upon me, when he 


faw our Forces retire ; defeated more by the abſence of 
their General, than by the courage of our Enemies, who 


mingled Pall-mall amongſt them, and were eager in the 


Proſecution of their Victory. Our valiant King who 


would not dye without reſiſtance, nor fall alive into his 
Enemies Power, with the remainder of his Strength got 
out of the Litter, and with his Sword in his Hand, went 
to meet Death with a miraculous Boldneſs. In that con- 


cluſion of his Life, Madam, he did things which Poſte- 


rity never will believe, and though even at firſt he was 
not able to ſtir out of his Place, and that within a while 
after he fought but upon his Knees, I may proteſt to you 
with Truth, that his very Preſence alone ſtopt whole 


Squadrons, as it had routed them in the beginning of the 


Battel, 
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Book IJ. CAS SAND RA. 59 
Battel, and that the moſt daring of them, aſſaulted him 
only. with Darts and Arrows, which the valiant Prince 
tore out of his Body with an invincible Courage, and 
threw them back at thoſe by whom he had been wound- 


ed. *Twas in this manner of Combate that he ſpent the 


remnant of his Strength ; which being no longer able 
to keep him up, he let himſelf fink gently upon his Shield, 
over which he lean'd, yielding up the Ghoſt, rather like 
a Man that was weary, or falling into a Sleep, than one 


that was Dying. pe 
r 1 


I ſcarcely heard the laſt Words of Archidamus, fo 
fell into ſo deep a Swoon at the end of his Recital, that 
all the Company believ'd I had breath'd out my Soul to 
tollow Agis. All Remedies ſeem'd helpleſs tor my Reco- 
very, and notwithſtanding all the Care they could take 
to fetch me again to my Senſes, I continued all the reſt 
of the Day with ſo little ſign of Lite, that many Perſons 
fear d I had really loſt it; the King my Father ſaw me in 
that Condition, and the Affection he bore me made him 
in that Encounter find occaſion enough to repent of his 
Ingratitude ; he already felt a remorſe tor it that tormen- 
ted him, nor could he remember what he owed to the 


Memory of Agis, without being troubled in his Conſci- 


ence ; the Queen my Mother, as much as ſhe reſpected 
him, could not forbear to reproach him with it, and all 
the honeſteſt People in Epirus had taken ſuch an Averſion 
againſt him, fince the Uſage he had given their brave 
Deliverer, that the leaſt occaſion in the World would 
have ſtirr'd them up to Revolt. It was a good while 
within Night when I came to my ſelf again, and I no 


| ſooner open'd my Eyes, but my Mouth alſo was open to 


pour forth ſuch Lamentations, as were due from me to ſo 
dear, ſo precious a Memory. I ask'd for Agis's Letter, 
and as ſoon as it was given me, I fix'd my Lips upon 
thoſe Relicks of his Blood with 'Tranſports that came 


from nothing but Deſpair, and ſaid Words that were not 


to be excuſed, but by ſuch a Loſs as that I had ſuffer'd, 
Twould be impoſſible, my Lord Demetrius, to repreſent 

the exceſs of my Affliction, yet I ſhould be to blame to 
talk to you any longer of the greatneſs of my Sorrow, 


lince it was not ſtrong enough to carry me to my Grave. 
9, It 
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It is true, I died not; whether it were by Reaſon of the 
Care that was taken to keepme from it, or of the Anger 
of the Gods, who would not let me expiate ſo great a 
Fault, with the Pain of ſo ſhort continuance ; no, I died 
not, but the-Life I have led fince then, has difter'd from 


Death in nothing elſe but the ſenſibility it has left me of 


the Miſeries I have undergone. 3 

Wen the Queen's Tears, and the King's Importuni- 
ties, had obtain'd a Promiſe from me that I would not 
make my ſelf away, I ſhut my ſelf up in a Chamber hung 
with Black, where all the Objects were mournful, and 
ſuitable to the Condition of my Mind, and where I 
hardly receiv'd the Viſits of the King and Queen ; the 
Sight of all other Perſons was troubleſom to me, and I 
may proteſt to you with Truth, that during the ſpace of 
a whole Year, I ſcarce ſaw Day-light twice ; and when 
the King perſuaded me, or got the Queen to do fo, that 
J ought to change my manner of Life, and diſpoſe my 
ſelf for a Husband, I broke into ſuch Violence at that 
Propoſal, that the King, fearing that Perſecution would 
drive me to my Grave, was conſtrain'd to give it over, 


and to loſe both the Hope of winning me to it, and the 


Defign of tormenting me any further. 

Let the King content himſelf, (faid I) with having by 
my Obedience to him, made me the moſt unfortunate 
Princeſs in the World; I ſacrificed my Liberty to his 
firſt Commands, and to his laſt I ſacrific d my poor Agis, 
and with him all that had Power to make me love my 


Life ; for all they were ſo unjuſt, for all they were ſo 


cruel to me, I blindly obey'd them, and if I had been 
leſs obedient, I ſhould have been leſs guilty, and leſs 
ingrate ful. | 

Ah! my deareſt Agis, (continued T with a Torrent of 
Tears, wherewith my Words were uſually attended) 
thou whoſe Image never parts from my Remembrance, 
ſhould I be able to give thee a Succeſſor in this Heart 
which was ſo lawfully thine own, and ſhould I be as 
capable of this baſeneſs, as I have been of this Ingrati- 


tude thou upbraid'ſt me with? I will not juſtify my ſelf 


of it before thee, and tho' thro the conſiderations of my 


Duty, 
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Duty, it might find ſome Excuſes, it has produc'd too 


diſmal Effects to *ſcape the cenſure of being criminal. 


I will never be bur thine, Dear Prince, and if my 
Tears are light Reparat ions for the Fault I have commit- 
ted, I will accompany them with that ardent Affection, 
and that inviolable Fidelity which I will keep to thee till 
my lateſt Breath. 'Theſe were my ordinary Diſcourſes, 


but while I liv'd on this manner, the Queen my Mother, 


contrary to the hope of all Epirus, of the King, and even 
alſo of her ſelf, became with Child. 

This News was no ſooner publiſh'd, but the Epzrots 
made Bon-fires, and in the expectation of having a Suc- 
ceſſor of the Blood of Achilles, which yet that Monarchy 
had never fail'd of, they made their Joy appear by all 


forts of Expreſſions ; but they gave themſelves over to it 
ga great deal more, when within a few Months after, ac- 


cording to their wiſh, they ſaw her ſafely deliver'd of a 
Son, in whoſe Perſon they found that Prince they had ſo 
much deſir' d. The King and the whole Court was tran- 
ſported with Joy, and I my ſelt was fain to leave my ſo- 
litary Retirement, to bear a part in that ſo general Glad- 
neſs. The Gods are my Witneſſes, I was ſo far from 
being troubled for loſing the hopes of a Crown, that I 
receiv'd a great deal of Conſolation by it, as well by 
reaſon of the Conditien I was in, which render'd me in- 
capable of any other Deſire ſave that of Death, as of the 
belief I had, that I ſhould be freer in my Deſign of pre- 
ſerving my ſelf intirely for the Thoughts of Agit, and 
that being no more tormented to provide acidas a Suc- 
cellor, to whom the Gods had given one, I ſhould paſs 
the reſt of my miſerable Life at quiet. That Child be- 
ing come into the World, brought with him, by the 
report of all thoſe that underſtand Phyſiognomy, all the 
Tokens of an extraordinary Greatneſs. He was called 


Pyrrbus after the Name of his illuſtrious Predeceſſor; and 


the famous Oracle of Dodona, which is in our Country, 
having been conſulted at his Birth, ſpoke prodigious 
Things to his advantage, and promiſed to thoſe acidas 


had ſent, that that Prince ſhould be the greateſt Man 
that had been ſeen for many Ages, that his Valour ſhould 


not be parallel'd in the whole World, and that if he 


were 
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were but as fortunate as Alexander, he ſhould obſcure the 
fame af all his gallant Actions. Theſe Promiſes of the 
Gods raiſed Æacidas to marvellous Hopes, and they be- 
gan to breed up young Pyrrbus with ſo great Care, as 
ſhewed the Intereſt of the whole Kingdom in him. 
Epirus continued a Year in Joy, and in Tranquility 
enough; but the Ingratitude of Æacidas had too highly 
incenſed the Gods to expect any long continuance of Proſ- 
perity, nor could their Juſtice chuſe but break forth in 
the end upon his miſerable Family. 'The firſt Blow of 
Fortune he received was the Death of the Queen my Mo- 
ther, whom a violent Fever took away from us in a very 
few Days, and whoſe Vertue left a moſt honourable 
Memory among the Epirots. Aacidas was as ſenſible of 
that loſs as was poſlible for him to be, the whole Court 
put on Mourning with him for ſo good a Princeſs ; and 
notwithſtanding I was prepoſſeſſed with ſo violent a 
Grief, as ſeemed to have made me incapable of Sorrow 
for any other Loſs, this Cauſe found room ſtill in my 
Heart for a new Affliction, and I was as deeply touched 
with it as it was fit for me to be: The Tears I ſhed for 
my Mother mingled themſelves with thoſe which yet fell 


daily from mine Eyes, for the Remembrance of my poor Þ 


Agis; but the King had ſcarcely dried up his, when he 
received new matter of Grief, and ſaw his utmoſt Lofles 
through the Anger of the Gods, whom the violation of 
his Faith had made his Enemies. Pardon me, acidat, 
if I cannot forbear to reproach thy Memory, and believe 
however that the Remembrance of my Misfortunes never 
hindred me from loving thee, and lamenting thee as I 
am obliged. Neoptolemus defeated of all his pretenſions to 
the Crown, firſt by my refuſal to Marry him, and after- 
ward by the Birth of Pyrrbus, had chang'd his Ways, 
though he had ſtil] the — Deſign, and making uſe of 
the Contempt which the greateſt part of the Fpirots had of 
their King, he turned his Thoughts to ufurp that Crown, 
which he no longer lawfully could hope for. With that 
Intent he was retired to the Moloſſes, whom he found ex- 
ceeding ready to Revolt, and being inform'd of Antipa- 
ters Diſcontents, and of his Hatred to Zacidas, he had 
made him acquainted with this Purpoſe, and the means 
| he 
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he had to Revenge him. Antipater, who conceived him- 
ſelf ill dealt withal, and mocked by Kacidas, lent an 


Ear to Neoptolemus's Solicitations, and joyfully offered to 


ive him his Aſſiſtance ; yer durſt he neither bring nor 
Zend him any Macedonian Forces, knowing he ſhould not 
be favoured by Alexander, who conſidered our Family by 
Reaſon of the near Alliance that was between us ; bur 
he furniſhed him with Mercenary Strangers, whom he 
levied upon the Frontiers, and ſupplied him under-hand 
with great Sums of Money to ſupport the Charges of his 
Enterprize, Negligent Aacidas {lighted the firſt Notice 
that was given him of this Commotion, but when he 
went to try ſome Remedy, the Misfortune was gone ſo 
far, that all his Endeavours were unprofitable to hinder 


it. Neoptolemus did not only raiſe the Molaſſes, but ſowed 


Rebellion through all parts of Epirus, and made a Party 
even in Ambracia it ſelf, which quickly became ſtronger 
than the King's. _ 

I never could comprehend which way Neoptolemus met 
with ſo much facility in his Deſign, for tho' I know the 
Epirots are the moſt inconſtant and the moſt wicked Peo- 
ple of all Europe, I cannot imagine what Advantage they 
could find in baſely forſaking their natural King, to caſt 
themſelves into the Hands of an Uſurper. Tis certain 
that in any other Country, Neoptolemus could not ſo eaſi- 
ly have effected his Deſign ; but how faichleſs ſoever ours 
is, I could never attribute the Ruin of our Family to any 
thing, but a manifeſt Judgment of Heaven upon it. Per- 
fidious Neoptolemus declared himſelf, as ſoon as he was 
ſtrong enough, and coming before our Towns with a 
mighty Army, he in a ſhort ſpace brought them under 


bis Obedience without ſtriking a Blow : his Forces en- 


creaſed daily, and when he was Maſter of all the Coun- 
try, he marched directly to Ambracia, where he knew he 
was waited for by the greater part of the Inhabitants. 
acidas then made ſome attempts to remedy his laſt Mis- 
fortunes, but he found the Courage of the Epirots fo cold, 
that after having unſucceſsfully tried to make them take 
Arms for his Defence, he began to loſe both Heart and 
Hope together. Then it was that he vainly called tor 
Airs Aſſiſtance, and that he bewailed his Ingratitude 

| | with 
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with Tears of Blood; he in his awn Deſtruction ſaw the 
Truth of that poor Prince's Predictions, and after his un- 
worthy Uſage of him, had not the Confidence to demand 
Relief from his Allies. For mine own part, I can aſſure 
you, there were but two Reaſons that augmented my 
Affliction in this Misfortune ; I was troubled for my Fa- 
ther's Diſaſters, though he had drawn them on his own 
Head, and I was afraid of falling into the Hands of Neop- 
tolemus, whom I mortally hated. Yet did I, relign my 
ſelf to the Will of the Gods, and being as it were dead 
to all manner of Contentment in the World, tis certain 
I was leſs touch'd with our Diſaſters than I ſhould have 
been in another Seaſon. My Father ſeeing himſelf re- 
duced, by the Fickleneſs of his Subjects, to one only 
Town, reſolved to defend it, and there to expect Suc- 
cour from ſome of his Neighbours, or to lay his Bones 
in the Ruins of it. But when Neoptolemus was come 
within two Days March of us, thoſe that took part with 
him in Ambracia being the ſtronger, and knowing that 
they were ſo, declared themſelves publickly ; and ta- 
king Arms began to march up and down the Streets, cry- 


ing, Long live King Necprolemus. In this utmoſt Extre- | 


mity the King ſummoned up all the remainder of his Cou- 
rage, and did all he poſſibly could to animate thoſe to his 
Defence, in whom he believed there was yet any Fide- 
lity ; but their Number was ſo ſmall, that he was able 
to do nothing with them, and ſaw himſelſ compel'd to 
yield to his Deſtiny, and to follow the Counſel of thoſe 
few Friends he yet had left. They all perfuaded him to 
get out of the City, with his Family, before Neoptole- 


muss Arrival, and take Refuge to ſome one of his Neigh - 


bours, where his Perſon and Family might be ſecur'd 
from the Perſecutions of his Enemy, who would do all 
that he poſſibly could to deſtroy him, and that after he 
had put himſelf in ſome friendly Sanctuary, he might go 
and ask Relief from his Nephew Alexander the Great, who 
in Conſideration of their Nearneſs of Blood, and of the 
Injuſtice that had been done him, would withdout doubt 
give him his Aſſiſtance, and eſtabliſh him in his Throne 
again. The ſad King hearken'd to this Propoſition, and 
taking Gold and Jewels with him, he cauſed certain 
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Chariots to be made ready, and being guarded by a ſmall 


| Number of truſty Friends, he in the Night got out of 
| the Palace, by a Gate which had free paſſage into the 
| Field, without going thro* any part of the City. Our 
| Eſcape was not ſo ſecret, but that the Epirots might have 


prevented it if they had deſired our Ruin; but thoſe that 


* were leſs exaſperated againſt Zacidas, withheld the reſt, 
telling them they might be ſatisfied with depriving him 
of his Kingdom, and not hinder him from ſaving his Life 
il he could poſſibly. Our Company conſiſted of the 
King my Father, young Fyrrbus my Brother (who was 
then but two Years old) my ſelf, two Maids, Theogeres, 
| Androclides, Angelus, Hyppias, Meander, Androclion, and 
© ſome others, whoſe Names were not ſo known in Epirus, 
and who would not abandon us in our Difaſters Sor- 
| rowful Tacidas quitted not his Town and Kingdom 
without Tears, and deteſting the Infidelity of his People, 
| uttered Imprecations againſt them, and Complaints of his 
Misfortunes, able to have touch'd his very Enemies with 
” pity. The Sun was hardly riſen when our ſmall Train 
was increaſed by a few Men, who coming up to us, gave 
us Notice that we were purſued, and that we muſt haſten 
our Flight with greater Diligence, if we intended to 
* fave our ſelves. ZEacidas grew pale at this Intelligence, 
and not being able to forſake me, nor to fly himſelf 
greater ſpeed, he was extreamly deſirous to ſave little 
| Iyrrhus, whom he believed to be the principal Aim of 
his Enemies Purſuit ; and therefore having taken him in 
| his Arms, and kiſſed him a great many times, bathing his 
Face in Tears, he put him into the Hands of Androcl-on, 
| Hyppias, and Meander, who were mounted upon fleet 
| Horſes, commanding them to carry him to Glaucus King 
of the IAyrians, his ancient Friend, to whom he would 
| entruſt that which was moſt precious to him in all the 
World. Theſe three faithful Servants took charge of 
| my little Brother, and promiſed the King that to their 
lateſt Breath they would with Fidelity acquit themſelves 
of the Commiſſion he gave them. When he had ſeen 
| them depart, we proſecuted our Journey, but left the 
Highways, and under the Conduct of truſty Guides, 


with 


travelled 
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travelled thro' the moſt unknown Places toward Byxan. 
tium, where the King determined to paſs over into Aſia, 
and to go to Alexander. 

I will not entertain you, Sir, with the frivolous par- 
ticulars of our Journey ; it pleaſed the Gods we were 
not overtaken by our Enemies, and that after a tedious 
wandring we in the end arrived at Byzantium : There 
we remained unknown, the King reſolving to ſtay for 
Meander, who, by the Order he had received, was to 
bring him an account thither of the Child that had been 
truſted to him. . | 

Meander came and eaſed the King of part of his Dif. 
contents, by giving a Relation of the Succeſs of his Em- 
baſly : He told him, King Glaucus had taken the Child 
into his Protection, that he had given Charge he ſhould 
be bred up with as much Care and as much Affection as 
his own ; that he had publickly ſworn he would aſſiſt 
him with all his Forces towards the Recovery of his 
Kingdom; and that he complained, that the King himſelt 
had taken Sanctuary any where elſe but with him. Ka- 
cidas was joy d at this recital, but he was come to the 
concluſion of his Miſeries, and as the Gods would have 
it, to o'er-whelm the unfortunate Deidamia, he fell ill 


the next Day after, and felt himſelf ſo weaken'd with 


his Griefs, that he had not Strength enough to reſiſt his 
Sickneſs ; upon the ſixth Day he died, and I remained 
in the molt ſad and lamentable Condition that ever Prin- 
ceſs was reduced to. I make you judge of it, my Lord, 
without going about to make a Deſcription of it, and you 
may eaſily imagine in what Perplexities a Maid might be, 
who, after having loſt what was deareſt to her in all the 
World, ſaw her ſelf deprived of her Parents, deſpoiled 
of all ſhe had, without Refuge and without Support, 
under the Conduct of a few helpleſs Men. Certainly 'tis 
very hard to fancy a more miſerable Eſtate than mine, 
and all the Tears in the World were not ſufficient to de- 
plore a part of my Diſaſters. I will not tell you what 
Torrents I poured forth, but content my ſelf with letting 
you know, that after the King my Father's Obſequies, 
when once the Condition we were in would ſuffer us, 
we conſulted the Oracle of Mars, who by the Mouth of 
| his 
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his Prieſt gave us order to proceed according to our for- 
mer Reſolution, and promiſed me, that upon the Banks 
of Eupbrates I ſhould find Repoſe, and an end of my 
Misfortunes. I received little Conſolation by that Pro- 
miſe the Gods had given me, knowing I could not hope 
for the Performance of it any other way, than by the 
End of my Life ; yet was I determined to obey their 
Commands, and by the Advice of Theogenes (to whoſe 


Conduct I had reſign'd my ſelf) we continued on our 
Journey toward Alexander, who was then ar Saſa, be- 
lieving that the Queens would afford me a fafe Retreat 
and an honourable Sanctuary. The Gods can tell, twas 


not any deſire to ſave my Life, nor to return to the Qua- 


lity whence I was fallen, that made me undertake fo 
painful a Journey, but only the fear of falling into Neop- 
| tolemus's Hands, and my willingneſs to comply with the 
| Defires of thoſe faithful Perſons, who had abandoned all 


they had to ſerve me, and who expreſs'd fo yu an Af- 


ſection to the miſerable Relicks of our Family; *tis un- 
| der their Protection that I have travelled thro' ſo many 


Countries ; but a long and dangerous Sickneſs I had at 


| Suſa (whence the King was gone ere we arrived) hin- 


dred the effecting of our Reſolutions, and before I was 


| able to leave my Bed, we heard the fatal News of the 
| much lamented Death of the greateſt Man that ever came 
into the World. By this laſt Misfortune I was perſuzded 
that the Gods aimed abſolutely at my Deſtruction, ſince 
they over-whelm'd me daily with new Afflictions, and 
| ſtopped up all the Paſſages to that Safety and to that Re- 
| poſe I wiſh'd for; whereupon I would have given my 
| ſelf over to Deſpair, if Neogenes and his faithful Compa- 
| nions had not kept me from it; and being deſirous in 
the Extremity to which I was reduced, to have me try 
all manner of ways, they were of Opinion I might ob- 
| tain the ſame Relief and the ſame Protection from Alex- 
| ander's Succeſſors, and from his Family, which I before 
had hoped for from himſelf. This was the Reaſon, Sir, 
that brought us to this Place, where the ill Chance of 
this War you are all ingaged in began to make me loſe 
the Hopes which your Goodneſs has reviv'd, and which 
| I now will cheriſh, ſince I have had the Happineſs in my 


firſt 
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firſt Encounter to light upon ſo generous a Man as Prince 

Demetrius. | 
Thus did the fair Princeſs Deidamia finiſh her Narra. 
tion, wherein Demetrius was ſo concerned, that his Tears 
for a great while kept company with thoſe ſhe ſhed at the 
End of her Diſourſe ; but when her Silence invited him 
to ſpeak, looking upon her with Eyes which teſtified a 
Senſibility in him that went ſomething beyond Compaſ- 
fion ; Madam, (ſaid he) the Cauſes of our Affliction are 
ſo great, that they cannot juſtly be diſapprov'd but in 
the Loſs you have ſuſtain'd by the Death of the valiant 
King of the Lacedemonians, the Deſtiny of this unfortu- 
nate Man that ſpeaks to you has no fmall Conformity 
with yours. I weep, as you do, for a Perſon who 1s no 
longer in the World, and tho' my Paſſion were neither ſo 
long ſettled, nor upon ſo reaſonable Grounds as yours, it 
has fortified it ſelf by Circumſtances, which have ſome- 
thing in them moſt ſtrange and more unuſual, I'Il weep 
with you whenſoever you pleaſe to let me bear you Com- 
pany in that ſad Employment, and in this Encounter of 
our Fates, perhaps we may find ſome Conlolation : In 
the mean time give me leave to wait upon you to the 
Retreat you have demanded, and bring you to a great 
many Princeſſes, who know how to pay what's due unto 
your Birth and Perſon : You ſhall not fail of the Pro- 
tection you hoped to receive from Alexander; no, nor of 
Revenge for the Wrongs that have been done you ; for 
here are many Princes that will embrace your Intereſts 
with more affection than their own ; and our War ſhall 
be no ſooner ended, but you ſhall find us ready to begin 
it again for your Quarrel. Demetrius, whoſe ſad Remem- 
brances were a little moderated by the fight of that ad- 
mirable Princeſs, pronounced theſe Words with ſuch a 
Grace, and his Handſomneſs did ſo powerfully ſecond his 
Perſuaſions, that the Princeſs and all her Followers, 
charmed with the marvellous Advantages of his Perſon 
and Language, could not reſiſt his Deſires, but anſwered 
his Offers with the like Civilities. Demetrius, after ſome 
obliging Words, entreated her to get up into. her Cha- 
riot ; and having placed himſelf by her, Theogenes and 
her Maids came in after them, and the reſt followed the 
Chariot 


Book IJ. CASSANDRA 69 


Chariot on Horſe-back, they went to Polemon's Houſe, 
being guided thither by Demetrius. When they were at 
the Gate, he alighted firſt, and being deſirous to prepare 
thoſe Perſons that were within to receive Deidamia ac- 


| cording to her Quality, he pray'd her to expect his return 
but a tew moments, and in the interim ran to advertiſe 
Apamia, Arſinoe, and the other Ladies that were with 
them, of her arrival; and having in a few Words told 
them her Name, her Quality, and ſomething of her laſt 
Adventures, they all went down to meet and to receive 
| her with all manner of Reſpect and Civility. This In- 
| terview cauſed a mutual Admiration in them; and a 

| Deidamia found ſomething that was charming in the Faces 
of thoſe Princeſſes, they on the other fide beliey'd that 
they had never yet ſeen any thing that excelled hers. 
Their Converſation was in very ſubmiſſive Terms, and 
when the Ladies had confirm'd thoſe Promiſes to Deida- 
mia which Demetrius had made her, they entered together 
into the Houſe, where they obliged her to take a Lodg- 
ing with them. | — SETTER ; 


The End of the Firſt BOOK, 
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BIIV:IB EMETRIUS having left Deidamia with 
SARS the Ladies, went to his Father, and 
205 D © OY then with him to Oroondates's Tent, 
5 Whither all the Princes flock'd to take 
2 n their Share in his Joy, and to inform 
Gas:: themſelves of thoſe maryellous Events 
that were come to paſs there. Indeed, the Face of all 
Things was wonderfully chang'd ; for Hatred, Rage, 
and Jealouſy, which had ſo abſolutely reigned there 


ſome few Hours before, had now yielded their Place to 


* and quite contrary Paſſions. Oroondates was even 
oſt in the Tranſports of his Joy, both for the Lite of his 
dear Brother, for whom he had ſhed ſo many Tears, and 
for the Innocency of his before ſuſpocted Princeſs ; be 

| ; teſtified 
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teſtified thoſe ſweet Raptures hy ſuch moaning Words, 
and that pleaſing trouble of his Mind broke forth ſo ex- 
tremely in all his Adions, that ſo ſudden a Change had 
made him hardly to be known by his moſt particular 
Friends: With how great Repentance did he refle& up- 
on all the Complaints he had made of Caſſandra's Infide- 


lity, and with what Remorſe did he recal into his Me- 


mory, thoſe cruel Deſigns he had fram'd againſt the Life 


of his moſt loved Arſaces ? Which way, dear Brother, 
| (cried he before all the Company) which way, dear 
| Princeſs, ſhall I be able to repair what I have ſaid, and 
what I have attempred againſt you? and what Blood do 
I not owe to the Expiation of thoſe bloody Injuries, and 


of thoſe cruel Intentions © Thou guilty Mouth, which 


haſt ſo often blaſphemed my adored Princeſs, and thou 
ſacrilegious Hand, which haſt fo inhumanly ſhed the no- 


ble Blood of my moſt worthy Brother, what will you 
ſay * what will you do to give Satisfaction for your 


Crimes? That admirable Virtue I ſo much wrong'd by 
| my unjuſt Suſpicions, and thoſe deep Wounds which my 
| ungrateful Sword has made in the Body of a Brother, to 
whom I ſtood indebted for all my Happineſs, do they not 
{cry aloud for Vengeance againſt me? Ah! no (ſaid he 
| again, after a lietle pauſe) ſear nothing for innocent 
Faults ; thoſe between my Brother and me are mutual ; 


if I have drawn part of his Blood, he hath poured forth 


almoſt all mine; and ſince Artaxerxes is revived, and 
#atira is not inconſtant, we ought to caſt away all fatal 


Remembrances, and baniſh all matters of Affliction. Ar- 
taxerxes will pardon the Friry that tranſported me, if he 


conſider the Violence of that Paſſion, whoſe beginnings 


he favour'd with ſo much Goodneſs ; and my Queen will 


without doubt be ſo indulgent, as to excuſe a Jealouſy” 
grounded upon ſuch ſtrong Probabilities, and a Jealouſy 
which has been violent enough to precipitate me into Deſ- 
pair, but not to leſſen my Affection. If Oroondates's 
Words were theſe, Arſaces's Thoughts were the very 


lame, but he could not expreſs them with his Tongue, 
becauſe Oroondates's Entreaty, and Berenice's abſolute 
Command, made him obſerve the ſilence that was en- 
bin d him: Yet did he by a beſeeching Geſture, - 
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by Looks which ſpoke ſufficiently for him, beg Pardon 
of Berenice for the Injuries he had done her; and that 
fair Princeſs, who at her Brother's deſire was ſet down 
by his Bed's-head, ſhew'd plainly enough by hers, that 
he hod obtain'd the Pardon he demanded, and that her 
former Affection was augmented by thoſe Offences where. | 
of he accuſed himſelf. This Aſſurance cauſed Motions 
in joy'd Arſaces, which raiſed him above himſelf, and 
which made him conſider that ſudden Revolution of For. 
tune with an inconceivable Extaſy. 5 

While he contented himſelf with expreſſing it in that 
mute Language, his Recovery was endeavour'd with ex- 
traordinary Care; and Prince Lyſimachus, who next O. 


ondates was more concern'd in it than all the reſt, em- 
ployed ſo many to ſeek that ſovereign Herb, which had 
lately been fo favourable to him, that after a great deal i | 
of Difficulty, ſome few Roots of it were found upon the BY ; 
neighbouring Mountain. They were ſo ſooner applied c 
but they wrought their uſual Effect, and gave the Chirur- BF i 
geons certain hope of a ſpeedy Cure. The next Day he f. 
was viſibly amended, but tho' the Phyſicians allowed FF : 
him to diſcourſe a little with his Friends, they would 7 
not ſuffer him to engage himſelf in the long Narration t 
which was deſired of him, and only ordained that he t! 
ſhould defer it till the Day following. Oroondates, who tt! 
knew not Arſaces's Intentions, and believ'd that perhaps th 
he might be unwilling to make himſelf known to ſo ma- th 


ny Perſons who had been Enemies to his Father, who 8. 
kad labour'd for the Deſtruction of his Family, and who an 
had made themſelves great, only by thoſe Territories ba 
which ought to have been. his, took ſuch a courſe by the M th 
means of Lyſimachus and Araxes, that his true Name was | ne 
not publiſhed ſo ſoon, and he only diſcovered it to Tha- cot 
Teftris, Ptolomeus, and ſome of thoſe in whom he had a fe! 
more ſpecial Confidence. Arſares prayed Oroondates to as} 
make him the relation of that part of his Adventures 7h; 
which was unknown to him, and the Prince gave him an »:y 
exact Account of them, which cauſed him often to fall | 
into ſuch Admirations, and Praiſes of his Virtue, as the 
Prince's Modeſty could not ſuffer. Part of the Day was 
beſtowed in this recital, and the remainder paſſed in 2 

| Os delightful 
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delightful Converſation, wherein the Princeſs Deidami v, 
who, with the other Ladies, was come to viſit the Prin- 
ces, appear'd like a fair Star, and made ſome of tne 
Company doubt whether Berenice had any Advantage over 
her. That lovely Princeſs had already given her a large 
place in her Affection; Thaleſtris had not been ſparing to 
her of hers, and all the Priuces (charmed with her Beau- 
ty, and with her admirable Qualities, and touch'd with 
the ſad Events of her Fortune, and with the Ruin of her 
= Houſe) had with much Joy and Civility promiſed her 
that Protection and Aſſiſtance ſhe demanded of them. 
Demetrius . intereſted himſelf more in that Bulineſs than 
all the reſt, and his Father began already to obſerve, 
that he beheld that Princeſs with Eyes leſs drown'd in 
Tears than ordinary, and that he was not altogether fo 
much fix'd upon the ſorrowtul Remembrance ot his Her- 
= mione.” This was the laſt Day of the Truce, which 
Z obliged the Princes to ſpend the remnant of it carefully 
in putting the Army in order; either to Aſſault, if they 
ZZ ſaw Occaſion ; or to Defend. it ſelf, if it ſhould be aſſaul- 
ted. Thoſe great Soldiers were too skilful in their 
Trade, to be ignorant of any thing that could ſerve for 
their Advantage; but after having viſited the Camp, they + 
thought themſelves not in a Condition to attempt any 
thing for ſome Days, and the Knowledge they had that 
their Enemies were altogether as unfit tor Action, made 
them only prepare for their Defence, or to avoid thoſe 
$ Surprizes, which too great a Negligence might occaſion ;' 
and in the mean time they were extremely diligent - in 
haſtning the Cure of their wounded Men, and in cauſing - 
| thoſe that were well to work at their Trenches. The 
next Day Arſaces was ſo much better, that he himſelf 
could hardly believe the ſudden return of Strength he 
telt; and Oyvordates, as ſoon as he was awake, having 
ask'd him how he did; I am ſo wel. (ſaid he) Brother, 
| that I find my ſelf able to ſatisfy the deſire you have to learn 
| my Adventures; you have more Intereſt in the recital of 
them than any Body in the World, and our tævo Lives are j0 


_— to one another, that "tis almoſt impoſſible to ſeparate 
them, | h 
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I loft one half of mine (replied Orcondates) hen 1 
thought 1 had loſt you, and the other ſubfifted only by the love 
I hore my Princeſs. I oa d that part of Oroondates to ber, 
and but for that, I ſoould have ſacrificed it all to my ſorroæu, 

the Death of Artaxerxes. But, O Gods ! is it poſſible 
you ſoould have lived ever ſince, without giving this afflifted 
Brother any knowledge that you <vere alive? Theſe Words 
drew ſome Sighs from Arſaces, and when he aas going to 
anſwer him, they ſaw the fair Thaleſtris come into the 
Chamber, and with her, Prince Lylimachus, Oxyartes, and 
Artabaſus. a 
As ſoon as they had bidden the two Princes good- mor- 
row, and that they with Joy had heard from them the 
State of their Health, Orcondates, turning towards Arſa- 
ces, Brother, (faid he) theſe Perſons are not to be ſuſ- 
pected in the Relation I have demanded of you, and I be- 
lieve tis partly that deſire that brought them hither. 
If I am ſuſpected (added Lyſimachus) 1 ſhall not take 
it ill, if you think fit I ſhould retire, and leave you in 
a more abſolute Liberty. No, Lyſimachus, (replied the 
Prince) you ſhall never be ſuſpected by me, and I ſhall 
be extremely afflicted, if you preſerve not that Friendſhip 
to Pariſatis's Brother, which you have already promiſed 
to Arſaces. He detained Queen Thaleftris with the ſame 
Civility ; but Oroondates defired their Entertainment 
ſhould be limited to that number of Perſons, and Ly/#- 
machus gave Order at the Tent door, that the Princes 
ſhould not be diſturbed that Morning. Arſaces was go- 
ing to begin his Story, when Oroondates, fearing he ſhould 
be oblig'd to ſpeak too loud by reaſon of the diſtance be- 
tween their Beds, had a mind to go into his, but the 
Preſence of Thaleftris hindred him; which Lyſimachws per- 
ceiving, led her for a while into the next Camber, and 
at their return they found the two Princes in Arſaces's 
Bed, link'd in a very different Embrace from thoſe they 
had given one another not many Days before. Theſe 
illuſtrious Perſons took their Places cloſe by the Bed, and 
Arſaces, having held his Peace a while, broke Silence in 
theſe Terms, Le 
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been alive, while Alexander over- ran my Coun- 


| O Gods ! with what Face can I own my having 


try, deſtroy'd my Family, and triumph'd over 


| my Father's Life and Empire? Which way ſhall I be able 
to make this ſnameſul Confeſſion, and what Excuſes can 


I find in my Love, and in my Misfortunes, to juſtify my 


ſelf of ſuch a ſeeming Cowardiſe ? Tis true I lived 
during all the Loſſes of my Friends, and the Miſeries of 


do 4 ket 


my Country, but I lived in a Condition, which if it 
cannot make me abſolutely Innocent, may perhaps obtain 

ſome Pardon amongſt you, and leave you ſtill in a Belief, 
that if Arſaces had been free, he would not have been ſo 
baſe as to ſee the Deſolation of his Country, without 


burying himſelf in its fatal Ruins. I ſpeak this before 


neither any Animoſity againſt them, nor any Diſcontent 


you, Lyſemachus, whom I ſhall ever be able to diſcern: | 
from the Enemies of our Houſe, and I call this Remem- 
brance into my Mind, without keeping any Heart-burn= © 
ing againſt many of our generous Friends, who have 
now taken Arms for the remnant of our Blood; and who 
hererofore, while they ſerv'd their King, and laboured 
for their own Glory, oblig'd Darius's Family by. moſt * 
conſiderable Services, and have now left in his Son 


3 


for ſeeing them Poſſeſſors of thoſe Countries which were 
the King my Father's, and which ought to have been my. 


Dominions at this preſent, if by the * * the Gods 


this Empire had not been overthrown from the higheſt 
pitch that ever Human Greatneſs attained to. 
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I cannot think of this ſad Remembrance (continued 
Arſaces, with a ſigh or two) without ſhewing ſome To- 
kens that I am ſenſible of the Ruin of our Houſe ; but 
for all I am an Exile, for all J am diveſted of an Em- 
pire, whoſe ſcattered Pieces make ſo many Soveraigrs, 
the Gods are my Witneſſes, that I ſhall never bewail that 
Loſs, if I may but keep Berenice, and it with thoſe Scep- 
ters which Heaven's Wrath has put into other Hands, I 
loſe not alſo that worthily adored Princeſs, for whom I 
treely did forſake them all. Theſe Words drew Tears 
from the Eyes of all the Hearers, and Arſaces having 
wap'd away his, proſecuted his Diſcourſe on this man- 
ner: — 4 | 

I died not, Brother, in that bloody Battle, wherein 
you thought you had loſt a Brother, to whom you were 
a thouſand times more dear than his own Lite, and three 


Days ago I ſhould have ſaid, that I lived to my Misfor- . 
tune, but my recovering of Berenice, and of your ſelf, | 
baniſhes all thoſe ingrateful Thoughts out of my Heart, 


and cannot ſufter me to complain of my Deſtiny without 


Blaſphemy, and without Injuſtice. 'Tis true, I died 
not,:;.but-I remained in a Condition that was but little | 


diſterent from Death, and if you believed I was fo, 'twas 
upon ſuch apparent Grounds as might have deccived all 
the World. Night was already Thur in when the Jer- 
ſians quitted the F jeld, and the Scythians were ſo weak, 
that they contented themſelves with keeping it, without 
attempting to purſue their Enemies in the dark. I la 
iu a ſwoon all that Night, which was one of 1 
in the Year, and during which the Soldiers were not 
ſuffered to pillage ner to ſtrip the Dead. As ſoon as 
Day appear d, that Liberty was granted them, and then 
they began to pull off all our Arms and Cloaths. My 
Arms, if you remember, were as fair and rich as ever 
had been worn, and the Luſtre of the Stones they were 
ſer wichal, which ſparkled in ſome places, in ſpite of the 
Blood that covered them, drew many Scyth;ans to pillage 
me ; preſently one among them took off my Cask, and 
while he amuſed himſelf in conſidering the Beauty of it, 
another ſtaoping to me would have unbuckled my Cui- 
FS, but his Companion, who knew the Trize was whol- 
ly 
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Book II. CASSANDRA »y 
ly his, becauſe he had ſeiz'd upon me firſt, oppoſed his 
Intention, and tho' they ſay the Scythiant deſpiſe Riches, 
it is true nevertheleſs, that then they were powertul 
enough to ſer a Quarrel between thoſe two Soldiers, and 


to make them diſpute their Booty with their Swords: 


Some of their Friends, drawn thither by that Noiſe, took 
part on either Side, according to their Affections; and 
then there began a little Scutfle about me, in which 
Blood would have been drawn but for the arrival of 


= Theodates Prince of the Sarmates, who commanded part 


of the Army. As Toon as he made himſelf known to 
the Soldiers, they retired with Reſpect, and Theodatcs 
being willing to be judge of their Differences, they be- 
gan to diſpute the Matter before him. He had no ſooner 
ſcen my Cask which a Scythian ſhew'd him, and then my 
Cviraſs, and the reſt of my Arms, but he preſently be- 
lieved the Perſon that wore them muſt needs be of a con- 
fiderable Quality among the Perſians, This Opinion 
made him caſt his Eyes the more heedfully upon me; 
my Face was pale, and my Hair (all matted with Blood) 
hung confuſedly upon the Ground, which was red al] 
round. about me. I know not whether it was my Youth, 
or ſome Belief of the Greatneſs of my Birth, which at 
firſt moved Compaſſion in Theodates ; but in effect, as I 
have learn'd ſinee, he began too look upon me with ſome 
Senſe of Pity, and after having beſtow'd a Sigh or two 
on my Misfortune, he wes going to appoint me Burial, 
and was beginning to decide the Quarre] among the Sol- 
dters, and to command them to carry me from amidſt 
the dead, when he perceived me ſtir and open my Eyes a 
little, ſhewing many ſigns that I was alive. Theodates 


| at that fight felt ſome kind Joy, and drawing nearer to 


my Face to find whether I breathed or no; This young 
Man is not dead, (ſaid he) and without doubt he deſerves 
Aſſiſtance ; the Gods forbid J ſhould neglect the Occa- 
ſien to give it him; (carry him into my Tent with his 
Arms ; if he die, they ſhall be yours ; and if he recover, 


I'll pay you for them as much as you can deſire. Theo- 
dates was highly reſpected among the Soldiers, and (the 
Scythians being religious Obſervers of the Commands of 
their ſuperior Officers) they obey'd without murmuring, 

D'3 and 
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and going after him, carried me to his Tent, which was 
not very far from thence: He immediately gave order 
that I ſhould be put to Bed, that my Wounds. ſhould be 
ſearched, and that all thoſe Remedies ſhould be applied 
to me which could have been uſed in the like Extremity 
to his on Perſon. The Chirurgions who ſearched my 
Wounds found them very deep, and a great many, but 
they were all in ſuch favourable Plaees, that only my 
leſs of Blood gave them any Apprehenſions, and they 
told Theodates, that it alone was enough to make them 
deſpair of my Recovery. vet did they endeavour it, 
with great Care and Skill, and labour'd with ſuch ſove- 
raign Remedies to draw me out of my Swoon, that I 
came perfectly to my Senſes again, and opening my Eyes 
wide, I began to diſcern ſome of the Objects that were 
betore me. 

] was a long time nevertheleſs before I was capable 
of Reaſon ; and they dreſſed all my Wounds, I ſtirring 
but very little all the while, and having but a very im- 
perfect Knowledge of what was done to me; not many 
Hours after, I grew ſomething better, and had Strength 
enough to turn my Head a little, to roul my Eyes on 
every fide, to call Things paſt into my Memory, and to 
queſtion my ſelf touching my preſent Condition. I had 
2 confuſed Remembrance of the Battel, and of part of 
what I had done there, but I could not imagine in what 
Place T was, nor which way I came thither. I began 
to be defirous to know, when Theodates came to my Bed- 
ſide, and ſeeing that I looked attentively upon him; 
Whoſoever you are (faid he) fear nothing, but believe 
vou are fallen into the Hands of a Man that will not 
conſider you as an Enemy, and who will labour as much 
tor your Safety as for his own. He went away not ſtay- 
ing for an Anſwer, and ſhutting the Curtain of my Bed, 
Jett me at liberty to digeſt his Words, and to think of 

the State I was in. I was not ſo weak, nor fo little 
come to my ſelf, but that I underſtood what he had ſaid, 
and after I had reflected upon it, I conjectured ſomething 
of the Truth. I knew I was a Prifoner ; but tho' that 
Condition ſeem'd hard to me, I had Courage enough to 
fupport it, and by the firſt Uſage I received from this 
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Enemy, I began to hope for all manner of Courteſyfrom 
him. This Knowledge ſweeten'd my Diſcontent, and as 
at that time I was void of any Paſhon that could make 
me hate my Life, I joyfully receiv'd the Aſſiſtanee that 
was given me for the Conſervation of it. The fecond 
Day I was a little ſtronger, and the next after that, the 

Phyhcians aſſured Thegdates, that by the Favour ot the 
Gods, there was hope of my Recovery. The third Day, 
when they had fir'd the Camp to burn that great number 
of dead Bodies which the Scythzans left upon our Fields, 
they repaſſed the Araxis, to march back toward 1/edon ; 
and Theodates,. who did already intereſt himſelf very 
much in my Safety, nat being able to oppoſe that Neceſ- 
fity, would have me hrought along in the moſt commo- 
dious manner he poſſibly could, and for that purpoſe 
cauſed a cloſe Hand-Litter to be made, and to be car- - 
ried by a great many Men appointed tor that Office, who 


| eaſing one another by turns, removed me very gently, 
and eaſily kept pace with the Army, which by reaſon of 


the number of the wounded Men, moved leiſurely, and 
made but very ſhort Marches. - We came on this faſhion 
into Sixthia, and arrived at Iſedon ; but Theodates,” who 
for particular Reaſons defired to keep me conceal'dg 
would not let me be carried into that City, but to a 


Houſe of his which was not above five or fix hundred 


Furlongs from thence. I was already in a Condition 
which gave the Chirurgions certain hopes of my Reco- 
very, bur my Wounds were ſo great, that long Time, 
and much Patience were neceſſary for my Cure; nor did 
they fail to labour in it with ſuch extraordinary Care, 


that I could not then imagine any other thing, but that 


Theodates, having had ſome Knowledge of my Quality; 
was ſo induſtrious to procure my Health, out of hope to 
pet a mighty Ranſom for me. I wrong'd his Virtue in 
that falſe Opinion, and I have ſince had very good Rea- 


fon to know, that nothing but mere Generoſity inſpired 


him with all thoſe favourable Inclinations to me. He 
had viſited me often during, our March, and he faw me 
divers times at that Houſe of his, where he forgot no 
kind of Civility or good Uſage, to ſweeten the Diſcon- 
tent I might have either for my Wounds, or for my 

| "Wa _ Captivity 
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Captivity. I had learn'd his Name and Quality of them 
tnat waited upon me, andthat Knowledge obliged me to 
rey him what I thought due to a Prince, to whom I was 
Jo highly indebted. He never had asked me any thing 
concerning my Name or Birth, and I judg'd It not con- 
venient to diſcover that I was Darius's Son, knowing 
u hat a mortal Hatred the King of Scythia bore our Fami- 
Jy. But one Day when he was by my Bed-ſide, he with 
a great deal of Civility entreated me to tell him ſome- 
thing of them, aſſuring me, that let me diſguiſe it as 
Much as I would, I could not put him out of the Opt- 
ion he had conceived of the Greatneſs of my Quality. 
] all my Life had a great Averſion == Lying, and be- 
-fices, eſteeming Theodates extremely, 1 deſired to tell 
him Truth without diſcovering my ſelf; and remembring 
the former Names our Family had born before my Fa- 
ther attain'd the Crown, I am called Arſaces, (ſaid I) 
ny Father's Name was Codoman, and you were not de- 
ccived, when you believed me to be ſomething above the 
ommon Rank of Men; for indeed J am born a Prince, 
in one of thoſe Countries that obey Darius, and I have 
the Honour to belong to him by ſome Alliances which 
ure not very remote; I make this Confeſſion to you, 
upon the Knowledge I have of your Virtue, and tho' 
Captivity be hard to Princes, I ſhall bear mine with Pa- 
rience, and not think my Condition miſerable, becauſe 
J em fallen into the Hands of fo generous a Prince as 
Theodates. When you are once in ſuch an Eſtate (replied 


© *keodates) that you can make uſe of the Eſteem I have of 


vou, you will find I have no Intentions you can com- 
plain of, nor ſhall the Knowledge you give me of your 
Quality, be any way to your —— Yer is it 
recefiary it ſhould be unknown to the Scythians ; for if 
- the King ſhould know I had a Priſoner of ſuch Impor- 


tance, it would be hard for you to recover your Liberty 


before the end of our Wars. You may lie here conceal'd 
till you are well, and when you have recovered your 
Health and Strength, I will certainly give you Caufe to 
continue your good Opinion of me. 


* 
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We had ſome other Diſcourſe upon this Subject, and 
during all the time my Wounds kept ine in Bed, I had 
a thouſand new Occaſions to acknowledge his Civility. 
While I led that kind of Life, (very tedious to a Perſon 
of my Humour) my Thoughts travell'd as far as Perſia ; 
and I may truly proteſt to 2 Brother, that nothing in 
my Captivity troubled me ſo much as our Separation. I 
was uncertain whether you had eſcaped the Battel in 
which I tell, and into which I had ſeen you ruſh head- 
long with ſo little regard of Danger; and really that 
Apprehenſion was the greateſt of my Diſcontents. Yet 
did I receive ſome Conſolation, in that among ſo many 
Bodies as were ſtript, yours, whereof the whole Court 
ot Scythia had the Idea moſt preſent to their Memory, 
had not been found, which made me hope with a great 
deal of likelihood, that you were not {lain in that Day's 
# Scrvice. Your Conſideration alſo gave me a deſire to 
make ſome ſtay among the Scythians, tho' J had had Li- 
berty to return; and my dear Oroondates was too high in 
my Eſteem to leave his Country without ſeeing the King 
his Father, and that Siſter, whoſe admirable Beauty was 
ſo loudly fam'd, and whereof I had heard Araxes, and 
many other Perſons in Scythia, ſpeak with ſome of thoſe 
Praiſes which are her due. I heartily wiſh'd tor ſome 
Occaſion, wherein I might pay your Houſe ſome ſmall * 
part of what you had done for ours, and the Gods know 
I would have purchaſed it with the better part of my 
Blood. In fine, not to hold you longer in this tedious 
part of my Life, I recover'd my Health, but I was not 
able to ſtir out of my Chamber for above three Months. 
after our arrival in Scythia ; I ſaw my ſelf at Liberty as 
ſoon as cur'd, there were no Guards to hinder me from 
going away, and generous Theodates did not ſo much as 
demand my Promiſe for Aſſurance. |] rather would have 
loſt my Life, than abuſed that Goodneſs, nor would 1 
have taken ſo much Liberty, as to have walked into the + 
Garden, if he had not earneſtly entreated me himſelf, 
and if within a few Days after, he had not told me that 
I was a free Man, and that if I had a mind to retire into 
my Country, he would furniſh me with means to get 
out of Scythia. This great Civility of N Theodtes, pur me. 
on „ NG: | 
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into a Confuſion which 1 cannot repreſent, but I would 
by no means accept bis Ofters, and 1 let him ſee I knew 
too well how the Rights of War engaged me towards 
him, to make ſo ill a Uſe of his noble Favours; I told 


him that I knew the Obligations I had to him were in- 


valuable, but alſo that with what Wealth the Gods had 
left to my diſpoling, I had a Life, which I held from 
none but him, and which I with a perfect Satistaction 


would beſtow on him that had ſo generouſly preſerved 


it, Theodates judging by my Diſcourſe that I was not of 
an Humour to continue engaged in ſo great Obligations, 
redoubled his Affection to me, and proteſted, that he ne- 
yer would receive any thing but my Friendſhip for the 
Price of my Liberty, and of what he had done to fave 
my Life. And I (replied I) will never receive my Li- 
berty upon ſuch Conditions, and if it be an Offence to 
Prince Theodates to offer him Riches for a Reward of his 
Generoſity, he cannot at the leaſt refuſe Arſaces himſelf, 
who gives himſelf abfolutely to him, and who will not 
leave his Preſerver, and his Maſter. Our Converſation 
ended with a oreat many Embraces, and Theodates told 
me I ſhould oblige him infinitely, by the deſire I had to 
make a longer ſtay with him, and that he had alrcady 
conceiv'd ſuch an Affection towards me, as would not 
fufter him, to let me depart from him without Diſcontent. 
He promiſed me afterwards that he would carry me to 
fee the King, the Princeſs, and the whole Court, in ſuch 
a way that I ſhould run no hazard of being known, and 
that if my Face were taken Notice of, he would eaſil 

make me paſs for a Stranger, whom deſire of Glory had 


| brought into thoſe Places where it was to be gotten ; 


and the fame Day, after he had inſtructed his People how 
they ſhould behave themſelves towards me, -and what 


they ſhould anfwer if they were queſtion'd about me, he 


took me along with him to Jſedo ; when we were alone 
he ufed me as a Prince, 'and as a Man of Quality equal 
to his own ; but before thoſe who might obſerve our 
Actions, he, at my requeſt, carried himſelf towards me 


2s an inferior Perſon, and one that had Dependence on 


him; otherwiſe it would have been very hard for me to 
have Raid Jong at Court without being ſuſpected. The 
br 9 ſecond 
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ſecond Day after our arrival, I ſaw the King in dhe 
Temple, and tho' he was my Father's Enemy, and with? 
out doubt mine alſo, F could not look upon the Father 
of Oroondates without ſome touches of Affection. His 
Garb methought was extreme warlike, and extreme amo- 
rous both together, and there was Arſacomes, and many 

other Princes attending on him ; but the next Day, go- 
ing with Theodates into a Wood, where the Princeſs Be- 
renice uſed to walk every Evening, I ſaw her, that ad- 

mirable Lady; I ſaw her, and in that I think I have ſaid 
all, ſince to ſec her, and to loſe that Liberty for her 
which I had ſo long preſerved, was but one and the ſame 
Thing; neither indeed is Berenice's Beauty one of thoſe 
that fand in need of long time to make a Conqueſt ; 
tor, to ſupport her very lt Looks without yielding, is 
wilfully to hold out in a guilty, and in an unſeemly Re- 

ſiſtance. T ſaw her with Arms againſt which it was not 
poſſible to defend one's ſelf, and they amongſt you, whoſe, 
_ Paſſion gives them advantageous Opinions of thoſe they 
love, muſt pardon me if I ſay, that all I had ſeen till 
then was but ill-favoured in my Conceit, compar'd to 
Berenice. Scarce had I caſt mine Eyes upon her, but I. 
was already in a Flame; and in ſhort, Brother, no lon- 
ger time was requiſite for Berenice to make her ſelf Mi- 
ſtreſs of Artaxerxes s Heart, than, according to your Re- 
port, Statira had to win the Affections of Oroondates. 
This Reſemblance of our Deſtinies came preſently into 
my Mind; nay, and I think, that tho' its Aſſiſtance was 
utterly unneceffary, yet did it help toward my firſt En- 
gagement: O Gods! how fatal was that moment to my 
Repole ! how many LEWES has it coſt me, but withal 
how happy was it to me! ſince in ſpite of all my Pains, 
in ſpite of all my Loſſes, and in ſpite of all my Misfor- 
tunes, it hath made me taſte a Bliſs, the leaſt part where- 
of was not to be purchaſed with all my Pains, Loſſes, 
and Misfortunes put together. The divine Berenice was 
alighted from her Chariot, to walk under the Trees with 
Princeſs Theomiris her Couſin, and ſome other Ladies of 
her Attendance ; and tho' I only kept along with the 


Train at a good diſtance, L obſerved ſuch Beauties in her 
h | as 
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as far ſurpaſſed my Imagination. You know this mar- 


vellous Princeſs ſo well already, that I ſhall not need to 


make any Deſcription of her, and I will only tell you, 
that I fix'd my ſelf ſo deeply in that Contemplation, that 
1 loſt all Knowledge of what I did; and in my Walk 
was guided merely by the Throng of People that waited 
on the Princeſs. O Gods / (ſaid Ito my elf) 7s it poſſible 
you ſoould have thus advantageouſly diſplay'd all your Powers 
im one mortal Beauty, or rather, is it poſſible that all your 
Focbers ſhould have been able io form ſo marvellous a Work- 
manſbip ? Fly, Artaxerxes, (/aid I within à little after) fly 
from ſo fatal a Sight, and ſuffer not thy ſelf to fall into a 
Precipice from whence thou never canſt be able to retire; this 
Beauty is not deſtined unto Men; nor can Men, evithout a 
Crime, raiſe their audacious Thoughts unto it. I was ſo car- 
zied away in theſe Diſcourſes, that I had hardly ſo much 
as a ſmall glimpſe of Knowledge remaining, and I ſhould 
have continued Jong in that Employment, if the Princeſs 
had not given over walking, and if Theodates had not 
taken me back with him, after he with much ado had 
raiſed me out of the deep Meditation wherein I was bu- 
ried. All the reſt of the Day he could not draw a rea- 
ſonable Word from me; and when I was in my Bed, I 
began a War with my own Thoughts, of a quits diffe- 


rent Nature from all thoſe I had even been in before that 


time. All Berenices Beauties came preſently into my 
Remembrance, and with them all the Sweetneſs, and all 
the Advantages that might be found in the Glory of ſer- 
ving her; but this Knowledge was quickly accompanied 
with that of the Difficulties that were in that Deſign, and 
ig that birth of my Love. I made Reflections little dif- 
ferent from thoſe you made in the beginnings of yours : 
Tis true, (ſaid 1) that Berenice 7s the moſt accompliſted 
Creature in the World, and that al which Men have ſeen till 
mw, has nothing that in ary degree comes near her admira- 
te Beauty : She is but too Fair, foe is but too Perfect: That 
7s not the Thing that makes thee wvaver, O Artaxerxes, nor 
dſt theu at all doubt whether ſpe be worthy of thy Lowe, and 
of that Liberty, <vhich hitherto thou haſt preſerved intire; but 
fee is the King of Scythia , Dauzhter, and thou art the Son 
ef Darius. | | 
| I 
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I ſtaid a while upon this Conſideration, but preſently 
after I paſſed over that firſt Difficulty by your Example. 
Was not Statira (ſaid I) Darius's Daughter, and was not 
Oroondates the King of Scythia's Son? Haſt not thou a 
Heart as well as he ? And canſt not thou attempt that 
for his Siſter, which he ſo courageouſly hazarded for 
thine ? Thou without doubt haſt Facilities in thy Deſign, 
which he found not in his ; his Example may encourage 
thee, his Proceeding may inſtru thee, and his Aſſiſtance 
may make thee the moſt fortunate above all Men living. 
He will not refuſe to give it thee ; and I aſſure my ſelf 
he will do the ſame Offices for thee to his Siſter, which 
he receiv d of thee ta thine. The Gods will mollify our 
Fathers Hearts in time, and in the interim, thou wilt be 
too happy, and too contented in having a like Deſtiny 
with thy Oroondates. But what doſt thou ſay, (replied I 
preſently after to my ſelf) a like Deſtiny ? Orcondates 
poſſeſſes thy Siſter's Affections already, and perhaps his 
will never approve of thine. Thou oughteſt not to hope 
for the ſame Succeſs in thy Love, which thy Brother's 
admirable Qualities gave him in bis. He is the moſt de- 
ſerving of all the Men in the whole World, and Statira, 
without being the moſt inſenſible of all Women, could 
not have defended her ſelf againſt him. Peradventure 
Berenices Inclinations may be different from thy Siſter's | 
and ſhe with Juſtice will find out the odds there is be- 
tween Artaxerxes, and Prince Oroondates. Beſides, Oro- 
ondates before he engag'd himfelf in that Enterprize, had 
already gain'd Statira, and the whole Houſe of Perſia, 
by Obligations which gave him the Confidence to attempr 
what he undertook ; but Artaxerxes has yet done no- 
thing, (ſave Actions of an Enemy) either for Berenice, or 
for the King of Scythia. Do ſomething therefore, Artax- 
erxes, that may render thee conſiderable to King Matthe- 
un, and that may give thee ſome Advantage in thy pre- 
tending to Berenice. If thou canſt not make thy ſelf fo 
remarkable as Oroondates did, at leaſt ſeek ſome Occaſion 
to teſtify that thou haſt not the Thoughts of an Enemy, 
and either periſh for them, or do them ſome Service that 
may procure thee a place in their Eſteem. All Things 
are fayourable to thee, if thou knoweſt how to uſe thy 
k icy | _ _ , Forms; 
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Fortune; and in this glorious Pp which keeps thee 


in Scythia, Theodates's Friendſhip will not be unprofitable 


to thee. I reaſon'd thus a long time, ſometimes flatter- 


ing my ſelf with Hopes, and ſometimes afflicting my 


ſelt with Difficulties; but in the End, I overcame them 
all to take my final Reſolution. Why doſt thou ſtand 


wavering (purfued T) in a Thing thou canſt not poſſibly 
avoid ? *Tis a Decree of the Deſtinies, from which all 
the Conteſtations in the World can never free thee... 
Deliberate no more whether thou ſhould*ſt love Berenite; 


bur deliberate of the Means thou ſhould*ſt uſe to make 


her ſuffer thy Affection. It it pleaſe the Gods, it may 


but one Day be acceptable to her, all- the moſt happy 
Perſons that ever were, never knew Felicity in any de- 
gree comparable unto thine ; and if thou dieſt in ſerving 
her, thy Death will be a thouſand times more glorious 
than thy Lite. SF | pe 
Here it was I fix'd, and no longer doubting whether 


T ſhould love or no, I thought only what courſe I ſhould 


take to make my felf be lov'd. I refoly'd to uſe Theo- 


dates's Friendſhip for my ſtay in Scythia; but I ſettled a 


firm Determination not to preſent my ſelf to the King, 
nor to the Princeſs his Daughter, till I had done ſome 
Action for their Service, which might introduce me hand- 


ſomly to their Knowledge. In the interim I often faw 
my adored Princeſs, but *twas in Temples, or in fuch 


Places where ſhe'could not take Notice of my Face, and 
every time I diſcoyered new Beauties in her, and felt in- 
conceivable increaſes in my Paſhon. In ſhort, (Brother) 


J lov'd her with all the Violence that can be found in the 


ſtrongeſt Affections; and T lov'd her with fo abſolute a 
Reſpect, and ſo perfe& a Knowledge of her Excellencies, 
that I never cheriſh'd any Hope of wake my ſelf wor- 
thy to ſerve her. I learn'd with much Diſcontent, that 
audacious Arſacomes had raiſed his Thoughts to her, and 


that abuſing the King's Love to his Siſter, he was fo im- 


pudent as to own his to the whole World, and to give 


the Princefs publick Demonſtrations of it. The Inſo- 


lence of that indiſcreet Subject, animated we with a juſt 
Wrath, and with a lawful Indignation againſt him ; and 
if I had been in a Condition to have ſhewn them, I 

in | ſhould 


Book II. CA SSN DRA 97 
ſhould not have ſuffered a Preſumption that diſpleaſed my 
Princeſs. That was it wherein I found ſome Conſolation, 
for I no ſooner knew that Arſacomes was in love with 
Berenice, but I heard that Berenice deteſted Arſacomes, I 
{laid ſome few Months at Iſſedon on this manner, and in 
the end, the Gods made me depart from thence upon thoſe 
Occaſions J had ſo ardently deſir'd, and fo impatiently 
waited for. ite 50 | | 

The Nomades and the Hyleans roſe up in Arms, and ma- 
kmg themſelves Maſters of all that lies near the Lake of 
Buges, drew a potent Army into the Field, and began to 
make ſuch Havock, that the Noiſe of it came preſently 
to the King's Ear. He was deſirous to apply ſome ſpeedy 
Remedy to thoſe Troubles, and ſetting an Army on foot, 
worthily made Choice of Theodates to Command it. I 
bleſſed that favourable Occaſion a thouſand times, and 
prepared my ſelf with an incredible Joy to march along 
with that generous Friend, upon an Expedition, where- 
in I poſſibly might find Opportunity to make my ſelf ap- 
pear with ſome Reputation to the King of Scythia, and 
perhaps ſome Occaſion, wherein I might repay ſome part 
of what I ow'd to Theodates. I expreſſed to him the 
Contentment I receiv'd by that Employment, and told 
him the Reſolution I had taken, either to loſe that Life 
he had ſav'd, in fighting by his fide, or elfe to do ſome- 
thing for his Service, that might hinder him from repent- 
ung the Affection he had fo blindly given me. I love 
you (anſwered Ibeodates) with ſo perfect a Knowledge of 
your Merit, that I cannot be accuſed of Blindnefs in 
my Friendſhip ; and in performing marvellous Exploits, 
you will do nothing beyond the Opinion I have of you. 
Theodates accompanied theſe favourable Words with many 
obliging Endearments ; and we made ready for a de- 
parting, which by reafon of the preſſing Neceſſity of 
Affairs, was very ſudden and precipitate. I in that Se- 
paration ſhould have felt all the Diſcontents a cruel Ab- 
ſence can throw upon a Perfon that moſt ardently loves, 
if I had not found my Conſolation in the Hope I had of 
ſome Advantages that Expedition might procure me. We 
went from Ihedon, and took long Marches toward the 
Enemies. At firſt T would by no means accept of any ' 

7 | Command, 
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mand, but contented my ſelf with fighting near 
— Ferfon ; but in the firſt Battel that was given, 
I was ſo happy as to do him ſome Services, which obli- 
ged him to beſtow Employments on me that were above 


of my Capacity. | 
1 — Mclelly cauted him to paſs lightly over the 
Occaſions wherein he had made himſelt remarkable; bur 
Oroondates perceiving it, and being deſirous to ſpare him 
the pains of telling them ſome of thoſe Things they had 


heard already from Berenice ; Brother, (faid he) we have 


learn'd part of thoſe gallant Actions you did in that firſt 


Battel ; we know you ſav'd Theodates's Life two ſeveral 


times, and that ſecing your Squadrons waver, you ſeiz'd 


upon the formoſt Standard, re- animated your ſrighted 


Troops by your Words, and by your Example, and by 
your only Valour turn'd the Victory to your fide, which 


was already declaring it felt for your Enemies. We 


know, that afrer all theſe Wonders, Theodates gave you 
the Command of part of the Army, that with it you 
took Places of great Importance by Aſſault, and that 


with eight thouſand Horſe, you perfected the Defeat of 


the Rebels near the Lake of Buges, with ſuch marvellous 
Effects of Valour, and good Conduct, that the Memory 
of them will never be loſt among the Scythians. You 
have been told a great deal more than what I did (replied 


| Arſaces modeſtly) and 'tis with much Injuſtice they would 


rob Theodates of part of that Glory, which was totally 
due to him. We have heard moreover, (continued Oro- 
ondates) how you were preſented to the King, by Theo- 
dates, the Reception you had from him, 

of your Favour, and of the Reputation you acquir d 
among the Scythians, the pragre's of your Credit with 
the King, your gencrous and affable Carriage, which 


gain'd you the Heart of all the Court, the firſt Diſcourſes 
you had with Berenice, and Ssratonice s Marriage to the 


King; and in ſhort, the Adventure which made my 
Siſter diſcover your Paſſion for her. She was relatin 

theſe Paſſages to me when you came into our Camp, — 
we were interrupted juſt as ſhe began to tell the Con- 


verſation you had with her in an Arbour ef the Garden, 


where by CZenia's Mediation you obtain'd the Audience 


. 
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you had demanded. Theſe Princes that hear you, learn'd 
them not from Berenice, but I made them the Recital 
yeſterday, and they know enough of all to eaſe you of a 
Trouble, which in your preſent Condition would be no 
ſmall one. 2 | 

Since you are ſo well inſtructed in theſe Particulars, 
(purſued Ar/aces) I will not repeat what you have heard 
already from my Princeſs ; but before I come to the Place 
where her Narration was interrupted, T'll tell you ſome 
Things in a few Words, which at that time were not 
come to her Knowledge. She might be able to tell you 
the Diſcourſes I had with her, bur ſhe could not repreſent 
to you what I felt inwardly for her, and tho' in that J 
am more knowing than any other Body, even I my ſelf 
ſhall find the expreſſing of it to be a very difficult Mat- 
ter. Aſter the time that I had the Honour to have acceſs 
to her, and that together with her outward Beauties, I 
was permitted to contemplate part of thoſe which adorn'd 


= her Mind, when her tranſcendent Virtue, her charming 


Converſation, and her excellent Goodneſs, were as well 
known to me as her Face, of a paſlionate Man that I 
was before, I became an Idolater, and grew quite tranſ- 
ported, having ſcarce Power enough left me over my ſelf, 
to keep that violent Paſſion from breaking forth, which 
had made it ſelf Miſtreſs of my Soul with a moſt abfo- 
lute Empire. That perfect Knowledge I had of her ad- 
mirable Qualities, check'd my aſpiring Hopes, and I 
could not conſider Berenice, in that ſublime degree of 
Perfection to which the Gods had raiſed her, without 
remembring my ſelf to be but a Man, and therefore ut- 
terly unworthy to ſerve her. This Reflection caufed 
Diſquiets in me, which often were obſerved in my Face, 
and tho' I was loaden with Honours, and favour'd by 
the King beyond my deſert, that inward Diſcontent made 
me but little ſenſible of any outward Happineſs, and hin- 
dred me from taſting thoſe Advantages, which the moſt 
eminent Perſons in all Scythia could not look upon with- 
out Envy. Theodates's Friendſhip toward me was ſo aug- 
mented after thoſe light Services I had done him, that he 
ſeem'd to live only for my ſake ; and he took fo great an 
Intercſ in thoſe Favours I receiv'd from the King, that 
* 
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my Fortune ſeem'd really to be his own; and to ſay the 


Truth, I made uſe of it as much as poſſibly I could to his 


Advantage, and imploy'd a great part of the Confidence 
the King had in me, to recommend the Perſon of Theo- 
dates to him; but theſe Marks of my Affection ſeem'd 
light in me, in reſpect of what I ow'd to his, and I be- 
liev'd that after the Proofs he had given me of it, I not 
only might tell him who I was, but that I could not 
without Ingratitude conceal my ſelf from him any lon- 

er. Beſides, in the Condition I then was, I ſtood in 
need of a Perſon to whom I might communicate my 
Thoughts, and amongſt all thoſe that were moſt diſcreet, 
and moſt affectionate to me, I could not have choſen one 
more worthy than he of ſo important a Truſt, Tkeodates 


loves me too well (ſaid I) and Theodates is too generous 


to betray me, and beſides the Shame his Treachery would 
be to him, he could reap no manner of Advantage by my 
Deſtruction. I ended theſe Words with Repentance for 
having diſtruſted Theodates's Virtue, and following the 
Reſolution I had taken, one Day when I had ſhut my 
ſelf with him into a, Cloſet, I diſcovered my true Qua- 


lity to him, and the true Cauſe of my abode in Sqthia. 


I made him acquainted with my Love as well as with my 
Birth, and ſhew'd him how by that Declaration I put that 
Lite into his Hands, over which he had a great deal of 
Power before. | 

I ſhould have much ado to repreſent the Greatneſs of 
Theodates's Aſtoniſhment ; after this Diſcovery, he hadſo 

good Opinion of me, as not to doubt the Truth of my 
Words, and both my Face and Actions, as he ſaid to 
Hatter me, perſuaded him ſufficiently that my Birth was 


higher than ordinary; but he thought this Adventure ſo 


little common, that upon the Report of another Body, 
he could hardly. have given Credit to it. Tho' he ap- 
pear'd amaz'd, he appear'd not chang'd, and he believ'd 
that by that Teſtimony of my Friendſhip, he was deeply 


oblig'd to perſeyere in his. I oppoſed thoſe Submiſſions 


Which, that Knowledge of my Quality would have obli- 

ged him to render me, and after I had moſt .expreſly in- 

treated him to live in the ſame Freedom with me as he 

was wont, he made ſuch Proteſtations to me, and ar 
| miſe 
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miſed me his Aſſiſtance in my Deſign with ſo great Aﬀec- 
tion that I did not think I had any Reaſon to repent me 
of the Confidence I had in him. From that time forward 
he comforted me in my Diſcontents as much as poſſibly he 
could, ſought means to let me ſee my Princeſs often, and 
procured me that little Picture which gave her the Know- 
ledge of my Love. While I liv'd at 1/ſ2don, in a very 
languiſhing manner, and that I could not obtain Permiſ- 
fon of my Reſpect to declare my Paſſion, the Truce was 
propoſed and concluded between the King of Scythia, 
and the King my Father ; but the Cauſe of it was ſad to 
poor Darius, and twas about that time we heard that the 
Lieutenants were defeated at the Paſſage of the Granicus, 
that part of his Dominions had follow'd the Fortune of 
conquering Alexander, and that afterward Darius himſelf 
had loſt the Battle of Iſſis, and with it a great many of 
his Provinces, and all his Family, who were taken Pri- 
ſoners. You may eaſily judge, that (for all I was fo 
prepoſſeſſed with a Paſſion, which made me inſenſible of 
all Things elſe) I could not receive this News without 
a moſt deep Diſcontent, and a great deal of Shame. It 


| wrought a ſtrange Alteration in my Hopes, nor had Love 


ſo totally ſeiz'd upon my Heart, but that it had left ſome 


Place in it for the Conſiderations of Honour. What 


(faid I) ſhall I languiſh then at the Feet of a Perſon, to 
whom my Sufferings are not ſo much as known, and ſhall 
I live in Scythia, as a Man to whom the Misfortune of 
Perſia were Things indifferent, while Alexander lays our 
Country deſolate, uſurps our Territories, and perſecutes 
our Houſe ? Ah ! Arſaces, Arſaces, remember that thou 
art ſtill Artaxerxes ; caſt off this Perſonage which Love 
has diſguiſed thee with, to take up that again to which 
thine Honour recalls thee, and conſider that Berenice her 
ſelf would not eſteem thee, if thou couldſt linger out 
thy Life ſo ſhamefully at her Feet. I never ſtood waver- 
ing about what Reſolution I ought to take, and how 
great Violence ſoever my Love made me feel at that Se- 
paration, to which I was to diſpoſe my ſelf, the care of 
my Reputation, and- the tender Affection I bore to my 
own Blood, made me Maſter of that Paſſion which fought 
againſt my Duty with its utmoſt Power. When once my 


Honour 
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Honour is ſatisfied (ſaid I) we'll fuffer Love to work, 
and I may better ſerve Berenice, when 1 ſnall have freed 
my ſelf from a Shame that would render me unworthy 
of her; when we have repel'd that Enemy, who equally 
deſtroys my Father's Kingdoms, and my Hopes, we'll 
return into Scythia, and with a freer Confidence demand 
that of Berenice, which we ſhould not dare to aſpire to, 
being deprefſed with Infamy. This was my final Deter- 
mination, and I imparted it to Theodates, who was moſt 
ſenfibly concerned in my Afflictions, and who reſolv'd 
to keep me Company in that Journey, and to follow my 
Fortune over all the World. Tho' he comply'd excced- 
ingly with my Paſſion, he could not diſapprove my Reſo- 


Jution, and he confeſſed that in the Extremity our | Houſe 
was reduced to, I could not give my ſelf over to my 


Love, without blaſting my Memory for ever with an 
irreparable want of Spirit. My Departure therefore was 


concluded in ſpite of all the Oppoſitions of my Love; 
but yet I was not a little troubled to leave Srythia, with- 


out giving my Princeſs ſome Knowledge of it. I con- 
trived ſeveral ways in my A but my Fortune 


took care of it, and 'twas about that time my little 


Picture ſpoke for me, and diſcovered that unto my Prin- 
ceſs, which my Reſpect had forc'd me to conceal. I am 
not able to deſcribe at length, with what a Grief I was 
afflicted, when I received the Sentence of my Condem- 
nation by the Mouth of CyZenia ; notwithſtanding the 
Aſtoniſhment that appeared in my Face, I did not think 
it very ſtrange, and I had ever believed that the Princeſs 
would. not without Diſpleaſure receive a Declaration of 
Love from a Man unknown as Arſaces, who paſled in the 
Court of Scythia but for a private Perſon ; but I was ex- 
tremely grieved I had offended her by my Preſumption, 
and that at my Departure I ſhould carry away with me 


the Sorrow of having incurred her Anger. I had a de- 


fire ſhe ſhould believe I knew Berenice's Merit too well, 
to permit her to be ſerv'd by a Man of obſcure Birth, 
and I judg'd that peradventure ſhe would find leſs Ground 
of Offence in the Paſſion of the Prince of Perſia, than in 
that of an unknown Arſaces ; this was the Reaſon that 
made me demand that Audience by CyZenia, which I had 
ſo 
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ſo much ado to obtain, and which I covered with other 
Pretences than thoſe of my Love, knowing very well, 
that without entertaining the Princeſs with it, 1 (by the 
Diſcourſe I had to make) might blot out part of the In-. 
jury I had done her. I'll not ſpeak a Word to her of my 
Love, (ſaid I to-my ſelf,) nor is it necellary, ſince ſhe is 
well enough inſtructed in that already; that perhaps I 
may get her to approve it, by the Example, and by the 
Remembrance of Oroondates ; and when I ſhall join the 
Interceſſion of that Priend to the Knowledge of my Qua- 
lity, I may perhaps ſeem leſs faulty in my Princeſs's Opi- 
nion. *T was upon this Hope I preſſed the demand I had 
made unto Cz#enia, and when I had obtain'd the Favour 
I deſir'd, I came into the Garden, after I had premedita- 
ted what I would ſay, and how I would behave my ſelf. 
Here Arſaces making a little pauſe, Oroondates told him 
where his Siſter's Recital had bcen interrupted, and then 
Arſaces went on with it on this manner: Since my Prin- 
. ceſs has told you the firſt Words of our Converſation, it 
will ſuthce me to let you know the reſt : After that by 
her Command I was riſen from my Knee, I fixt my Eyes 
upon her Face, and tho' ſhe, out of Reſentment, turn'd 
away hers from me, I forbore not to ſpcak to her in theſe 

Terms : | 
I ſhould hot have deferr'd to obey you, Madam, but 
ſhould have left a Country, in which you no longer 
behold me but with Indgnation, it I could have done it 
without deceiving a Pero, who heretofore was worthy 
of your Friendihip, and who honour'd me particularly 
with his ; I have taken the Charge upon me, to let you 
know what is become of him, and to draw you by the 
rclation of his Adventures, out of a great many Diſcon- 
tents, wherein the Ignorance of them may have retain'd 
you. But before I tell you the Name of that illuſtrious 
Perſon, be pleaſed, Madam, to behold a Pledge he gave 
me of his Friendſhip, and perhaps the fight of it will 
prepare you to lend more Credit to my Diſcourſe. At 
| theſe Wards, Brother, I ſhew'd her a Ring which you 
had beſtow'd upon me, and which you had received from 
her ſelf. It was a Stone of very great Price, and Luſtre, 
u, on which two Hearts were jiagraven, tied togetber 
| mon 


94 
many ſeveral ways with certain Bands, and in the Greek 
Tongue this Word, Inſeparable. The Princeſs ſtruggled 


with her Anger, to caſt her Eyes upon that Ring, and 
ſhe no ſooner ſaw it, but ſhe knew it immediately. 
Ah ! Arſaces, (ſaid ſhe) this Ring was the Prince my 
Brother's. Yes, Madam, ( replied I) and 'twas from 
him that I receiv'd it, O Gods! (cried the Princeſs) in 
what part of the World was it you knew him ? and 
what News do you bring me of him? I can give you a 
very particular Account (purſued I) if you will allow 


me a favourable hearing. I ſhall hearken diligently 


to you without doubt (ſaid Berenice) and you cannot 
ingage my Attention by a more pleaſing Entertain- 
ment, nor by any whercin I can have a greater Inte- 
reſt, O my deareſt Brother ! {continued ſhe with a 
tranſport of Affection) what Province can retain you 


now, and how great is your Inhumanity in abſenting 


your ſelf ſo long from thoſe, to whom your Abſence is 
a Death? After this ſhort Exclamation, ſhe diſpoſed her 
ſelf to hear me; and to ſatisfy her ExpeCtation I began 


thus: 
Before I tell you, Madam, in what Place I had the 


Honour to be known to Prince Oroondates, you will give 
me leave (omitting what concerns my felt till the End 


of my Narration) to entertain you with his moſt impor- 


tant Adventures, and to make you acquainted with Paſſa- 
ges, Whoſe recital, without doubt, will not be unplea- 
ting to you. Then I began to relate your firſt Rencoun- 
ter with the Queens, and Princeſſes of Perſia, in that 


Tent where you ſav'd them from the Violence of the 


Scythians ; I told her the Birth of our Affection, the 
Rencounter you had with Prince Artaxerxes in the ſame 
Occaſion, your generous Uſage of him, and the Diſcourſe 
that paſted between you, your parting, and your particu- 
lar Thoughts till you decamped, and re- paſſed the Araxis. 
| Having inſtructed her in the Cauſe of your Departure, 
which till then ſhe had been ignorant of, I related your 
Journey into Perſia, your gallant entry into the Court, 
how you made your ſelf remarkable in the Courſes, by 
diſmounting ſo many of the moſt noted Perſians, and how 


under the Name of Orontes, you were known again by 
all 
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all Darius's Family for their vallant Deliverer; but I ir 
larg'd my ſelf more particularly than in all the reſt, upon 
the Paſſages between you and Prince Artaxerxes, and de- 
ſiring to work ſome Eſteem, and ſome Affection in Be- 
yenice toward that Prince, I forgot Modeſty to ſpeak 
Things to his Advantage, the recital whereof would 
have been very unſeemly in my Youth, if Love had not 
excuſed me. I heighten'd the Proofs he gave you of his 
Friendſhip in Terms that might make him far more ami- 
able than he is, and which cauſed the Princeſs to inter- 
rupt me, ſaying, What, Arſaces, was he whom you de- 
| ſcribe to be fo obliging, and ſo perfect a Friend to my 
| Brother, the ſame Prince that was ſlain in the Battel of 
| Selena ? Even he himſelf, (replied I) but make no reckon- 
| ing of theſe his firſt Actions, ſince in his laſt, you, with- 

out doubt, will have more Cauſe to think well of him, 
| or at leaſt to abate part of that Hatred you bear his Fa- 
| mily. Ah 1 (faid the Princeſs) how much am I afflicted 
lor him, and how much you would have obliged me, 
Arſaces, if you had ſpared me the Griet I feel for his un- 
timely Death! After theſe Words, I proſecuted my Nar- 
ration, but I did ſo exaggerate the Affection where- 
with Artaxerxes received the Diſcovery of Orontes to be 
Orocndates, the Paſſion wherewith he ſollicited his Siſter 
in his behalf, the care he took to favour him in his Love 
all manner of ways, and in ſhort, the laſt Proofs he gave 
bim of his Affection, as well in conteſting with him 
about chuſing Sides, as in what he did, and ſuffer'd for 
| his Conſideration at the Battel, that when I came to make 
the Relation of his Death, the Princeſs, prepoſſeſſed with 
the Impreſſions I had given her, could not forbear to 
ſhew how ſenſible ſhe was of it, and looking upon me 
with Eyes all drown'd in Tears, which a generous Com- 
paſſion made her ſhed; Ah! Arſaces, (ſaid ſhe) how 
cruel you are in having given me ſo great an Affection 
tor a Prince whom you meant to kill ! I would it pleaſed 
the Gods he were alive, and that Oroondates, by a good 
part of his Dominions, and even by a good part of 
ny Blood, were able to requite his Obligations to 
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He was reſolved, Madam, (replied I coldly) to give 
bim a more glorious Recompence and it you will give 
me leave, 1'll tell you, Madam, 'twas by the Glory of 
ſerving the Princeſs Berenice, he intended to repay Artax- 
erxes tor the good Offices he had done him to Statira. 
»Twas Artaxerxes, Madam, whom Orcondates had deſtined 
for you, and if that poor Prince had been ſo happy to 
make himſelt worthy of you, twas by the hope of that 
double Alliance, he aim'd to ſettle Peace between your 
Fathers. How often did that Prince (flatter'd by the 
Hopes he gave him, and in Love with you already by the 
Deſcription Araxes made) preſs Oroondates to ſeek Tome 
way with him for the obtaining of that Happineſs he had 
propounded ? and would have reſolved to come diſguiſed 
into your Country, if he could have forſaken Oroondates 
in Affairs whercin he believ'd himſelf neceflary to him. 
Croondates is now with Darius, belov'd of his Princcſ, 
and in a Condition which would not be miſerable, if lic 
were not mortally afflicted for the Lofs of his dear Friend 
and Brother. He was ſlain, poor Prince, but his Fate 
is too happy, and too glorious, fince the recital of his 
Death has drawn Tears from your fair Eyes, in ſpite of 
the Hatred between your Familics ; he was ſlain becauſe 
the Gods knew that perhaps he was not worthy to live 
for you; and that you would have condemn'd both the 
Intention of the Prince your Brother, and the Preſump- 
tion of Artaxerxes. His Eſtate is a thouſand times more 
fortunate by being dead in ſuch a Condition as makes you 
to eſteem his Memory, and to beſtow thoſe Tears out of 
your Compaſſion for his Loſs, than if he had died guilty 
in your Opinion, or if he had died for the Expiation oi 
ſuch a Fault as that of Arſaces. Let's not talk of the 
Fault of Arſaces, (ſaid the Princeſs, interrupting me) it 
has nothing to do with the Fortune of Artaxerxes: for it 
that lovely Prince had had thoſe Thoughts for me which 
my Brother would have infuſed into him, he had been 
guilty of no other Faults but of having had ton great a 
com»liante for a Friend, and of having blindly given his 
Affections to a Princeſs that had not deſerved them, If 
] believ'd, Madam, (replied I, very glad to ſec her 
brought t) the Point I d:tir.d) that you Teally tad thoſe 
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Inclinat ions toward Artaxerxes which you expreſs, with- 


out doubt I ſhould comfort you in the Trouble his Death 


hath cauſed, and ſhould make his Deſtiny ſo fortunate, 


that the moſt happy Perſons in the World ſhould have 
Reaſon to envy it. 

What Conſolation can you give (ſaid the Princeſs) for 
Loſſes that are irreparable ? and it you ſhould tell me 
that my Brother's Fortune is at the higheſt point he ever 
could have hoped, what will that alter this poor Prince's 
Condition? ſince in fine he is dead, and that our Wiſhes 
cannot call him back into the World again. At theſe 
Words I took Courage, and railing the Tone of my 
Voice, which my Pallion did extremely animate; Fut 
if Artaxerxes ſhould be alive, (ſaid 1) if he ſhould be in 
Scythia, if he ſhould have ſeen you, if he ſhould have 
adored you, and did adore you ſtill with Paſſions a thou- 
ſand times more violent than thoſe the Prince your Bro- 


ther endeavoured to inſpire him with; to what Puniſh- 


ment would you condemn his Preſumption ? Berenice 


aſtoniſhed at this Diſcourſe, looked upon me withour be- 


ing able to reply ; but I had not the Power to conceal 
my ſclf any longer, and taking my time to fall at her 
Feet while ſhe was in that Trouble; Behold him, Ma- 
dam, (continued I) behold -him, that happy, and that 
miſerable Prince, whoſe Death has touch'd you, and 
whoſe Life has diſpleaſed you; either ceaſe to hate Ar- 
ſaces, or elſe ceaſe to love Artaxerxes; the one connot be 
innocent, ſo long as the other is guilty, and ſure the 
Gods did not ſave an innocent Artaxerxes, to make of 
him a guilty Arſaces. It Arſaces's Paſſion has oftended 
you, that of Artaxerxes is ſupported with the Friendſhip, 
with the Aſſiſtance, and with the Inſpirations of Oroon- 
dates ; repay me ſome part of what I did for him, and 
ſince the Gods will not let me call him now to my Re- 
lief, ſuffer me to make uſe of your Friendſhip to him, 


and of his to me, to obtain your Pardon for the Offence 


I have committed. I am criminal, ſince I have diſplea- 


ſed you, but my Crime is excufable by the Cauſe of it, 


nor have I any Thing conſiderable in me, whereby I can 


merit of you in the leaſt degree except my Crime ; if 
you look upon me as Darius's Son, remember that Oro. n- 
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98 ANN RA Part IV. 
dates was the King of Scythia's ; and moreover remember, 
that if I be the Son of Darius, I for your ſake abandon 
Darius, I abandon my deſolate Country, my captive Pa- 
rents, nay, and I abandon even my Honour 1t ſelf. Be 
not more obdurate in your Hatred than Statira ; and if, to 
conquer your Inclinations, Artaxerxes be not ſo worthy 


to be belov'd as Oroondates, let that Defect be ſupplied 


by the Greatneſs of his Paſſion. I brought forth theſe 
Words without having the Boldneſs to lift up my Eyes 
unto my Princeſs's Face, but when 1 had ended them, I 
took that liberty, and ſaw hers fixt upon the Ground, 
with all the Symptoms of the greateſt Aſtoniſhment a 
Mind can poſſibly fall into. I waited in vain for an Au- 
ſwer from her, for a long time ſhe was not able to give 
me one, and when I had remained ſilent a great while 
expecting it, I ſee, Madam, (purſued I of a ſudden) that 
my Temerity will have the Succeſs I ever look'd for from 
it, and that Artaxerxes had done well to die as Arſaces, 


Lince the Knowledge of his true Quality, is not any way 


able to leſſen his Fault. ; | 
No, Madam, it is not juſt that the King of Perſia's 
Son (who has yet done nothing for the Princeſs Berenice, 
that can make her loſe the Inveterateneſs of Paternal Ha- 
tred) ſhould hope for any Mercy from her, and if Oroon- 
dates had better Fortune in his Affection to my Siſter, he 
was worthy of it, both in regard of his Services, and of 
the Merit of his Perſon. I will no more alledge his 
Example to eſtabliſh mine, but will only make uſe of his 
Friendſhip to me, to obtain your Pardon for my Offence. 
I for the Expiation of it, will, if you think fit, go and 
expoſe the Son of the King of Scythia's Enemy, to his 


Reſentment, and by his order I joytully will loſe a Life 


which the Gods have miraculouſly prolonged, only to 


make me ſpend the remainder of it ſo gloriouſly for your 
Satisfaction; if you diſapprove this kind of Puniſhment, 


my Hand ſhall execute your Will without Repugnance, 
and if ſuch Objects are not, pleaſing to you, I'll go and 


ſeek your Reparation, and that I owe to mine own Ho- 


nour, in falling by the Sword of conquering Alexander. 
Do but let me part from you, Madam, with ſome To- 
kens of Compaſſion, and if you think Compaſſion too 

+ advantageous 
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advantageous for me, let me part from you at leaſt with 
this Conſolation, that tis rather the War between our 
Fathers, than the Knowledge of Artaxerxes's Paſſion, that 
makes you hate him. | | 

During this ſecond Diſcourſe, the Princeſs had time to 
ſcttle her ſelf again, yet not fo perſectly, but that in her 
Face one might {till ſee all the Marks of a ſtrong Amaze- 
ment. Art laſt ſhe raiſed her Eyes from off the Earth, 
where ſhe long had kept them fixt, and turning them 
upon me with a very baſhful Action, but ſuch an one as 
ſhew'd not ſo much Anger as Confuſion ; O Artaxerxes 
(ſaid ſhe) to what Extremity do you reduce me, and how 
will you have me to explain my ſelf in the Aſtoniſhmene 
you have put me in ? Which way can a Princeſs of my 
Condition receive Declarations of Love, without her Fa- 
ther's Approbation? Which way can I receive the Son of 
Darius, whoſe Name is ſo odious to my Family? But 
alſo what do I not owe to your Birth, and to the Quali- 
ties of your Perſon ; what do I not owe to your Affection, 
whereof you give me ſuch dangerous Proofs, and what 
do I not owe to the Remembrance of all you did for Oro- 
* ondates * She made a ſtop at theſe Words, as extremely 
penlive, and unreſolved, and the Joy 1 felt in ſecing her 
ſo ſhaken, held me in a filence as great as hers. I with 
moſt paſſionate Motions obſerved the Alterations of her 
Countenance, which by little and little became more gen- 
tle; in the end, letting her ſelf fink upon CyZenia's 
Shoulder, O Gods! (cried ſhe) how hard it is to reſiſt 
ſo many Powers, and how little is Berenice capable of 
Ingratitude ! Methinks (continued ſhe, having pauſed a 
while) this Confeſſion ſhould be enough to ſatisfy you 
and that aſſuring you, I will conſider, as I ought, the 
Merit of your Perſon, and that of your Affection, toge- 
ther with that of your high Friendſhip to my Brother, you 
ſhould have nothing more to deſire of me. No, (replied 
I, quite tranſported with Joy) No, though I were the 
greateſt among all the Gods; and my Fortune, by a pro- 
digious Effect of your Goodneſs, is far above all the 
Hopes I had conceived. Riſe, Sir, I beſeech you, (added 
the Princeſs) and pardon our Ignorance in thoſe Faults it 
has made us to commit againſt yon. . 
| E 2 | 
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I was ſo firmly linked unto her Knees, that I was fain 


to be commanded many times before I could reſolve to 
yield Obedience; at laſt I was conſtrain'd, and by the 
ſame Power I was forced to fit down by her, to relate 
which way my Life was ſav'd at the Battel of Selena, 
and to tell her thoſe of my Adventures that were un- 
known to her. I obey'd her with a Satisfaction that can 
hardly be imagined, and filled my Diſcourſe with ſo many 
Marks, and with ſo many Circumſtances of my Paſſion, 
that before I ended it, I found my Princeſs was not ut- 
terly inſenfible. Her Inclinations naturally are mild, and 


pitiful, and without doubt twas Pity, and her Frinedſhip 


to the Prince her Brother, that introduced an Affection 
into her Heart, which was not due to the Merit of Ar- 


Zaxerxes. It was to that alone (interrupted Oroondates) 


that Berenice gave what will never be refuſed you by any 
Body, nor could ſhe, I will not ſay without Ingratitude, 
and Inſenſibility, but even without Stupidity, defend her 
ſelf againſt ſo many admirable Qualitics ; ſhe lov'd you 
before as Arſaces ; but her Ignorance of your Condition 
made her conceal from one unknown, what ſhe avowed 
with Honour to the greateſt Prince in all the World. 
This is not the Diſcourſe I expected from my dear Bro- 
ther, (replied Arſaces, out of Countenance at Oroondates's 
Words) but all Things muſt be ſuffered from his Friend- 
ſhip, and I may truly proteſt to him, that I ſhould make 
leſs account of the Title of the greateſt Prince in the 
World, than of that of Oroondates s Friend. The Com- 
pany oppoſed the Anſwer Oroondates would have returned 
to theſe Words, and Arſaces went on thus with his Nar- 
xat ion. _— 

I will not repeat all the Paſſages of our Converſation, 
and it ſhall ſuthce me to tell you, that before we parted, 
my fair Princeſs made me know that my Paſſion had not 
oftended her, and permitted me to hope ſhe would not 
be inſenſible of it. I went away with Raptures of Con- 
tentment, which cannot be comprehended but by thoſe 
that have felt the like; and my Diſquiets for the Miſeries 
of our Houſe were ſo ſwallow'd up by ſuch an extraor- 
dinary Happineſs, that I had ſcarce ſo much as a Remem- 
prance of them left, As ſoon as I ſaw Theodates, I made 


im 
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him acquainted with my Fortune, and he was touch'd 
with it in ſuch a manner, that he could hardly have ap- 
| peared more joyful at what had moſt nearly concern'd his 
own. He ſtrengthened me in my Hopes by Diſcourſes 
upon that Subject, and in Concluſion he pleaſingly per- 
ſuaded me, that by my Princeſs's Coodneſs, and your 
Aſſiſtance, my Fortune might become like yours, tho? 
our Perſons were very different. O Gods! with what 
Contentment did I cheriſh thoſe ſweet Hopes, and what 
Thanks did I not return to my Wounds and to my Cap- 
tivity ! Ah Liberty gloriouſly loſt ! (ſaid I) Ah Blood of 
Artaxerxes molt fortunately ſpilt, how ſhall I grudge your 
Loſs, ſince it has brought me fo great Advantages ! O 
Empires of Darius, how lictle conſiderable is the Poſſeſ- 
ſion ot you, in reſpect of the Poſſeſſion of my Princeſs ; 
and how light is the Glory of commanding Nations, in 
reſpect of the Glory of obeying Berenice! I ſpoke theſe 
Words, and many others, being tranſported with a Joy 
wl.ich was obſerved in me by my Friends, and they who 
a few Days before had ſeen me with a languiſhing de- 
jected Face, wondered to find ſo great, ſo ſudden an Al- 
teration. = 
The next time that I ſaw my Princeſs, ſhe appear'd 
out of Countcnance for the Favour ſhe had granted me; 
yct did ſnhe not expreſs that ſhe intended to repent, but 
by moſt charming Confirmations, ſettled me in the Hope 
of my Felicity, and promiſed me in the Preſence of Cy/- 
lenia, that none of thoſe that pretended to her Affection, 
ſhould ever obtain any Thing to my Prejudice, and that 
ſhe would contribute towards my Happineſs, whatſoever 
I could hope for from a virtuous Princeſs. I deſir'd no 
more, and well might ſay, I then had been in a Condi- 
tion, that deſerv'd the Envy of the moſt fortunate Per- 
ſons, if my Felicity had not been troubled by the ſad 
Thoughts of the Mifery of my Country, and by the Fear 
of thoſe Reproaches I might apprehend. Thy Father 
(faid I to my lelf) has already loſt two Battels, the bet- 
ter part of his Dominions is in the Power of his Enemy, 
thy Mother and thy Siſters are Captives to a young Con- 
queror, who carries them ſhametully along in Triumph, 
and pethaps thou art upon the very point of loſing the 
E 3 greateſt 
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greateſt Empire of the World; and canſt thou lie buried 
here in Love, and canſt thou have other Thoughts than 
thoſe of ſerving thy Father, in this wretched Condition 


near Friends from Slavery, of ſaving thy Country, and 
of ſaving thy Reputation? But (ſaid I again preſently 
2fter) can I be able to leave Berenice in the beginning of 
my Happineſs, and of my gallant Hopes, and can I quit 
a Fortune, which perhaps my Abſence may make me loſe 
for ever? *Tis no matter (added I, aſham'd of that laſt 
Reflection) let us fave our Reputation, tho' with the 
| Joſt of all the reſt ; we would prefer Berenice before the 
Conſervation of our Dominions, before the Love we 
bear our Friends ; but we muſt prefer our Honour be- 
fore Berenice, or rather we will preſerve our Honour, 
that we may not be unworthy of Berenice. This indeed 
was my Reſolution, but I could not bring my ſelf to it 
without moſt violent Conflicts. My Princeſs, who knew 


her Goodneſs ſuffer with me in my Affliction, and took 
an Intereſt in our Misfortunes, with Inclinations ver 


reſt of Scythia. 


without Shame; and tho' ſhe then expreſt, that mv abode 
there was not unpleaſing to her, and my departure not 
indifferent, yet was ſhe too full of Reaſon to oppoſe a 
Determination, which fo preſſing a Neceſſity made me 
take, or to deſire Proots from my Affection, which might 
redound to my Diſhonour. After J had her Conſent for 
my Departure, and by the Aſſiſtance of Theodates, had 
taken ſuch Order as was neceſſary about it, I repreſented 
to the King the Neceſſity that fore d me from his Service 
for a little time, and begg'd leave of him to ſpend a few 
Months in viſiting my Country, in thoſe Miſeries where- 
with it was oppreſſed. The King gave Ear unto my Suit 
with Trouble, and teſtified his Affection to me by the 
Difficulties he made in granting me the Liberty I demand- 
ed; he did all he poſlibly could to ſtay me, offered me 
the moſt important Offices of the State, and promiſed to 
exalt me to ſuch a Height, that my Condition ſhould be 
; | IS —- 


to which Fortune has reduced him, of delivering thy fo 


the State of Perſia, and that of our Family, did out of 


different from thoſe of the King her Father, and all the 


She judg'd very well that I could not ſtay in Scythia 
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look'd upon with Envy by the chiefeſt Perſons of the 


Kingdom; but theſe Conſiderations were too weak to 


hold me, ſince that of Berenice had not been ſtron 

enough. Sir, (ſaid I) the leaſt I owe unto my miſerable 
Country, is to viſit it in its extreme Calamities ; T have 
Friends and Kindred there, to whom I am bound in Du- 
ty to lend my Aſſiſtance, and I here am uſeleſs for your 
Majeſty's Service; I would not leave you, if there were 


any Occaſion to imploy me in it, and I'll come back again 


before this Year be at an end, if Death or Impri ſonment 
detain me not. I uſed many other Reaſons, which at laſt 
won his Conſent unto my Journey, after he had made me 


reiterate my Promiſe of returning as ſoon as poſſibly I 


could. 
When J had obtained his Permiſſion, and had taken 


my leave of a great many Friends, whom my good For- 
tune had gained me in the Court of Scythia, 1 paid my 


Reſpects unto my Princeſs. Only Theodates and CyMeniz 


were admitted to our Entertainment, and we wanted no 
Pretences to cover that ſecret Converſation. O Gods ! 
how were my Sorrows ſwectned, when I ſaw Tears in 
the Eyes of my fair Princeſs, and how great Conſolation 
did I receive from her charming Words, which aſſured 
me that I was not indifferent to her, and that IT was not 
afflicted alone for our Separations ! I depart from you, 
Madam, (faid I to her) becauſe my cruel Deſtiny or- 
dains it ſo, and you would have a juſt Occaſion to repent 
the Favour you have ſhewn me, it I could indure to live 
with Infamy ; but this hard Neceſſity, which drags my 


Body out of Scythia, cannot pull away my Heart from 


thence, ſo much as for a moment ; and in the remote 
Places of all Perſia, Arſaces can never be far from you. 
go full of Reſentment againſt the Uſurper of our Domi- 


nions, the Murderer of our Subjects, and the Perſecutor 


of our Family, but J am more incenſed againſt the Ene- 
my of my Repoſe, and againſt the Enemy that feparates 
me from my Princeſs ; this Effect of his Hatred is more 
bitter to me than all the reſt, and arms me againſt him 
with a more lawful Anger; if it plcaſe the Gods I fall 
under his victorious Arms, I ſhall at leaſt*have this Glory 
before my Death, that T was owned by Berenice; and if 

ES © they 
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they ſuffer me to return hither a Conqueror, or deveſted 
of Empire, I'll bring back the Remnant of my Life, be 
it what it may, and Jay it at her Feet, as a Tribute due 


to her alone; each moment of this crue] Abſence will 


be an Age to me, and an Age of moſt rigorous Tor- 
ments; but if you beſtow any of them upon the Remem- 
brance of Arſaces, his Sorrows (which might bring hin 
to his Grave) will loſe part of their Force, and that 
Knowledge will comfort me in my Diſaſters with a moſt 
powerful Conſolation. I ſhall receive no ſmall one by 
the ſight of my dear Brother, and if the God's be pleaſed 
that J yet may find him with Darius, the Miſeries of 
my Condition will be abated, and I ſhall give him an 
Account of your Friendſhip toward him, and of what 
you have done for me, out of his Conſideration. Then 
if the Heavens permit, we'll return together into Scy- 
_ 24a, and I by his Interceſſion will beg the continuance 
of this Felicity, which mine Enemies have inter— 
rupted. | 7 

In the mean time, O moſt lovely Princeſs, give me but 
an Aſſurance from your fair Houth, whereby I may pre- 
tend to the Glory of your Remembrance, and hope by 
your Command, that this tyrannous Abſence, tho? it ba- 
niſn me out of Sryth/a, baniſhes me not out of your 
Memory. I will remember you for ever, (ſaid the 
_ Princeſs, wiping away ſome obliging Tears) and what 
diſtance ſoever ſeparates us, you ſhall never be abſent 
from Berenices Mind; Ideas that are not eaſily ſettled 
in it, are not eaſily to be blotted out of it; and in 
ſhort, you are too conſiderable to me all manner of ways, 
to fear that I can forget you, ſo long as you remember 
me. | | 

Go Arſaces, ſince whether you will or no, there is a 
neceſſity of it; go where you are call'd by Reaſons 
which cannot oppoſe ; but how great ſoever your Reſent- 
ment is againſt Alexander, forget not that I deſire your 
Return, that I enjoin it you by all the Power you have 
given me over you, and that you cannot thruſt your ſelf 
into unneceſſary Dangers, without putting your ſelt in 
hazard of diſobeying me, of diſpleaſing me, and ſince 
(in ſpite of Modeſty I confeſs it to you) of making me 

"_ | extreme- 
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extremely unfortunate. O Arſaces{ (cried I) O Artax- 
erxes | how happy is thy Fate, and how few Enemies 
will there be that can oppoſe thy Return, while thou art 
animated by theſe glorious Hopes ! Well, Madam, (con- 
tinued I, kneeling down before her, and taking one of 
her fair Hands, upon which, by the Indulgence ſhe had to- 
ward me in that Occaſion, I held my Lips faſt cemented 
a good while) ſince you do me Favours which are above 
the lawful Hope of all Men living, I ſhould be much 


too blame if I could deſire more, and if I could tear that 


the Perſecutions of Arſacomes, and the Credit of Strato- 
nice, could ſhake the Courage of my Princefs. Her Pro- 
miſes put me into Security, and*tis to her Goodneſs that 


J abandon a Life, which ſhalFfnever depend but upon 


her alone. I ſaid many other Things which Time has 
razed out of my Memory, and after I had received all 
the modeſt Teſtimonies of Affection I could demand, I 
took my leave; yet not with ſo much Conſtancy, but that 
my Grief broke forth into ſeveral Actions, which upon 
another Occaſion, and for another Subject than Berenice, 
would have paſſed for very great Weakneſſes. This Con- 
foliation I had, that my Princefs did not appear inſenſi- 
ble, and that ſhe accompanied the Sorrow that tranſpor- 
ted me, with many Tears, and many figns of her Com- 
paſſion. I parted from her on this manner, and being 
retired from Theodates, I prepar'd my ſelf to go from Iſe- 
don the next Morning by break of Day. Generous Theo- 
dates, whoſe Virtue truly is on&ef the higheſt, and moſt 
conſiderable of this Age, perſiſted in the Deſign of ac- 
companying me in my Voyage, but I would nor conſent 
to it; and knowing how uſetu] he might be to me by 
being ncar Berenice, during my Abſence, I pray'd him to 
continue in the Court : He was the only Man to whom 
I was known in Scythia, the only Man that knew the 
Love I bore the Princefs, the only Man whom Berenice 
could truſt, and the only Man by whoſe means I could 
hear from her. Thefe Reaſons which I repreſented to 
him, oblig'd him to ſtay behind, knowing he might de 
me a great deal more Service there than by going with 


me. Yet would he not leave me until I was come to the 


Haven of Hypoleon, where I intended to imbarque u 
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the Euxine Sea, to enter into Perſia by the way of By- 
zantium. We departed therefore from Iſedon, taking our 
way toward thoſe Provinces of Scythia which are waſh'd 
by the Boriſtbenes, and after many Days Journeys, with- 
out any conſiderable Encounter, we arriv'd at the Haven 
where we were to part. We could not do it without 
many Tears on both ſides, and J was ſo ſenſible of the 


Obligations I had to that noble Prince, that I could not 


leave him without an exceſſive Trouble. Dear Theodates. 


(aid I) your Priſoner is going away upon his Parole; 
but he will return if the Gods permit, and for his Ran- 


fom will offer you all the Dominions of the King his Fa- 
ther, and this Lite which you ſo generouſly have acquired 
to: your ſelf. Sir, (replied Theodates) I value not Em- 
Pires in reſpe& of the Friendſhip wherewith you Honour 


me, and whereof you have given me ſuch real Proofs: 


mine own Safety, and what Command ſocver you 


ſhould lay upon me, I could never be able to leave you, 


if, IT were not uſeful to your Service in this Country. 
Theſe Words were mutually accompanied with Endear- 
ments, which at laſt our parting forc'd us to break 


I» 


I took. but a very ſmall Train along with me, compo- 


id. of ſuch Servants as J had received from Theodates,. 
| who had made Trial of their Fidelity, and believ'd that 
Þ might ſafely truſt them. I imbarqued aboard a Veſſe! 


which, had been got ready by Thesdates's Orders, and 
which was to make the ſhorteſt and ſecureſt cut into Aa. 
Having hoifed Sail, we began our Voyage very quietly ; 
the Sea had never been more calm than at that time, but 
my Mind was far from enjoying ſuch Tranquility, and 
our Ship was much lefs toſſed with Waves, than my 
Heart was by my reſtleſs, cruel Thoughts; the Abſence 
of Berenice, and the Deſolation of our Family, came 


both at once into my Mind, yet neither could find a 


Room there, without giving me equal matter of Afflic- 
Won. Alas, (faid I) perhaps at this very moment, Bere- 
nice, by the cruel Command of the King her Father, is 


eompe]l'd to receive the Affection of Arſacomes. Alas, 


(continued I) perhaps this very Day Darius fights his 
lateſt Battel, and with it loſes the remainder of his 


Dominions. 
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Dominions. O Gods, (cried I) muſt I leave Berenice, 
and abandon her to the Mercy of the Enemies of our 
Houſe, and of my particular Enemies? O Gods, (ſaid 


I again) muſt Darius fall, wich all that being to him, 
without receiving Aſſiſtance from his own Son? I ſpent 


ſome Days in this Agitation of my Thoughts; but in the 
end I was withdrawn from it by a- crue] Encounter 
which hindred the Effect of all my Reſolutions, and 
cauſed part of that Shame, which I am not able to blot 
out, Twas very unadviſely done of us to go by the 
way of Byzantium, and we were not informed that the 
Byzantians with the Governour Zopirio, and they of Pon- 
tus with their Governour Arimbas, had of late begun to 
make Excurſions at Sea, and to uſe the Scythians that fell 


into their Hands with all manner of Acts of Hoſtility. 


In effect, there was no War declared between the Scy- 
thians and them, and 'twas only Covetouſneſs that in- 


ſpir'd Zopirio and his Brother Arimbas, with a Deſign of 
Piracy, robbing Paſſengers, taking Priſoners, and ſeek- 


ing means to inrich themſelves by ſuch ſhameful barba- 
rous ways. T had the ill Fortune to be encountred by 
them, and when we had leaſt thought of any ſuch matter, 
we ſaw our ſelves aſſaulted by eight great Ships which 
ſurrounded us on every ſide, and depriv'd us of all means 


5 to defend our ſelves ; yet did I do as much as poſhbly I 


could, and both my Words and Example would have in- 
courag'd thoſe that were with me to make Reſiſtancey- 
but their Weakneſs diſhearten'd them ſo, that *twas im- 
poilible for me to make them take Arms againſt ſo 
great a number of Enemies. The Tbracians came aboard 
us on every ſide, and though I defended my ſelf with 
Courage enough, and laid ſome of the boldeſt of them at 
my Feet, I was ſo inviron'd, and ſo oppreſſed with mul- 
titude, that all my Reſiſtance was to no purpoſe. They 
{ciz'd upon me behind, threw me down and diſarm'd me, 
and I think thoſe ſavage Enemies, exaſperated by the- 
Death of their Companions, would have taken away my 
Life, but that they fear'd to diſpleaſe him that command- 
ed them, who believ'd he ſhould get a conſiderable 


Booty by taking me. I was bound and carried before 
 drimbas, who commanded thoſe Ships; he found ſome- 
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thing in my Face that oblig'd him to uſe me a little leſs 
cruelly than he intended, or than his cuſtom was, and 
having look'd upon me with ſome ſhew of Wonder ; 
Either (faid he) thou lov'ſt thy Lite but little, or elſe 
thou art the boldeſt of all Men living, in having dared 
to ſtand upon thy Defence alone againſt ſo great a num- 
ber of Enemies. I never was thine Enemy that I know 
of, (anſwered I, without being daunted at his Words) 
and I am call'd by ſuch preſſing Commands of Honour, 
to Places whither thou ſtopp'ſt my Paſſage, that if thou 
art generous, thou without doubt wilt reſtore me to my 
Liberty. *Tis not from Barbarians (replied Arimbas) 
that the Greeks need to learn Generoſity; never hope for 
the Liberty thou demand'ſt, but believe tis no ſmall Fa- 
vour to Jet thee live, after thou haſt ſo well deſerv'd to 
dic, for having kill'd my Men, and for having ſo raſhly 
made Oppoſition. I ſaw very well there was no thought 
of working upon him by a Senſe of Honour, and fog! 

reſently tried another way ; I am not thy Priſoner in a 
fair War, (ſaid I) but it my Liberty can be bought with 
 Treafure, I promiſe thee fo much, that thou hardly canſt 
defire more, and I ingage my Honour with my Word, 
that if thou wilt free me, I'll ſend thee a Ranſom that 
would be confiderable enough for one of the greateſt 
Princes m the World, Theſe Words which I ſpoke very 
imprudently, wrought a very different Effect from what 
T hoped, and were in part the Cauſe of my long Capt ivi- 
ty. Arimbas believ'd either by my Words, or by ſome 
other Tokens, that I was no ordinary Perſon, and upon 
that Be lief propoſing exceſſive Recompences to himſelf, 
he was gladder of his Prize, and more careful to keep me 
than * Theſe Treaſures thou promiſeſt me, (an- 
fwered he) may regain thy Liberty, but hope not to ob- 
tain it upon thy Word, for thou ſhalt ſtay with us till 
thou procure thy Ranſom thou haſt propofed. At theſe 
Words he commands them to unbind me, but he made 
me be carried into a Cabbin with Guards that ſuffer'd me 
not to ſtir out of it. The next Day we put into a Har- 
bour of the Province whereof he was Governour for 
Alexander, and near unto a Town called Synopa, I was 
impriſon d in a Calike under a very Rrit Guard; the 
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leſt me ſome of thoſe Servants I had receiv'd from Theo- 


dates; the reſt, and all they that were taken with us, 
were kept as Slaves. Do but judge, dear Brother, and 
you dear Friends, in what a Condition I was by a Cap- 
tivity ſo unſeaſonable, and ſo contrary to the Reſolu- 
tions I had taken; truly I was even like to have died 
with Grief ; and when J had in vain attempted many 
ſeveral ways to recover my Liberty, I was upon the very 
oint of killing my felt with my own Hand. What, 
(faid I) ſhall I neither ſuccour Darius, nor ſee the Prin- 
ceſs Berenice? O Gods | if you would not ſuffer me to 
aſſiſt my Father, why did you not let me enjoy the fight 
of my Princeſs ? and if you needs would have me to 
leave Berenice, why do you not permit me to ſerve Darius 
to the laſt drop of that Blood I owe him ? Since I muſt 
not have both thoſe Happineſſes together, why will 
you not at leaſt aftord me the Conſolation of one of 
them ? Ah no, I ſee you mean to overwhelm me equally 
with Grief and Shame, and not being ſatisfied that I die 
with Sorrow for parting with my Princeſs, you will 
have to die alſo with, the Reproach of having ſeen our 
Empire loſt, , and our Family deſtroy'd without ever 
drawing Sword in their Defence. Theſe were my ordi- 


nary Meditations, and in theſe cruel Thoughts I could 


find no manner of Conſolatian. Either let Arimbas kill 
me (ſaid I to my Keepers) or let him ſer me at Liberty; 
in the Condition of my Fortune, Captivity is worſe to 
me than Death it ſelf, and I ſhall be leſs. his Enemy, xf 
he diſpatch me out of the way, than it he keep me any 
longer. All theſe Words were to no purpoſe, and Arim- 
bas ſent me no other Anſwer, but that when he ſaw thoſe 
Treaſures for my Ranſom, which I had made him hope 
for at my being taken, he would give me my Liberty, 
and not before. This cruel Obſtinacy of Arimbas drove 


me into deſpair ; I had none about me but Scythian Ser- 


vants, who could do me no Service with Darius, where 
they were not at all acquainted, and to whom alſo I was 
unwilling o Declare the Truth of my Birth. To difco- 
ver it to Arimbas was a great deal more unfit ; he was 
both a Subject, and a Creature of Alexander's, and if he 
had known me to be Darius his Son, my G 
me” Wai 
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would certainly have been as long as my Life. In theſe 
Conſiderations, all I could do was to employ all my 
Courage to take a little Patience, and hope that the 
Gods, who had then declar'd themſelves Enemies to our 
Houſe, would mitigate their Anger, and leſſen the Ha- 
tred they expreſſed againſt Darius his miſerable Family, 
"Twas in that Place, dear Friends, I lingred out my 
tedious Days, while you were fighting for my Inte- 
reſts, and 'twas in that Priſon I ſaw a whole Year run 
out, which ſeem'd longer to me than-all the reſt of my 
Life. 
O Darius, (cried T often ) by what a ſtrange Dif- 
aſter art thou abandon'd by thy Son in thy cruel Mis- 
fortunes ? Wretched Man that he is, he can give thee i 
no manner of Aſſiſtance, but is reduced to ſerve thee i 
only with his Wiſhes, . while Oroondates fights without 
queſtion by thy Side, and ingages himſelt in thy Miſe- 
nes, with more Affection than he could in what moſt 
nearly concerned himſelf. O my deareſt Brother, (con- | 
tinued I) why am I not with you now * and why can | 
I not at leaſt keep you Company in thoſe Dangers you 
io nobly run into for my fake * From theſe Thoughts 1 
which my Duty inſpired me with, I fell into thoſe my 
| 


Love ſuggeſted, and out of the Grief which was cauſed 
in me by the former, into the Rage occalion'd by the 
latter. | | 

But fhall I never ſee you again, Berenice, (cricd TI, 
quite tranſported), and will not the Gods,. (who tor ſome 
Offences are exaſperated againſt the Houſe of Perſia) be 


contented: that I loſe my Inheritance, that I loſe my 
neareſt Friends, that I loſe the King my Father, and 0 
that J loſe mine Honour with them, unleſs I loſe Berenice 


alſo? I liv'd on this manner, buried in the Depth of 4 
my Sorrows, when by the Report of them that kept me, ta 
F receiv'd a moſt intolerable ſurcharge ; They told me 

News of poor Darius, but alas, the ſaddeſt that yet had ty 
come unto mine Ear; I heard, that having march'd from ſh 


Babylon with three hundred thouſand fighting Men, he Fe 
had given Alexander Battel near Arbella, with the ſame 
Succeſs as in the two former ones, that he had loſt th * 
greateſt part of his Men, and with them the Hope 1 


maintaining 
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maintaining his Dominions, being reduc'd to ſeek his 
Safety in a ſad Retreat, with a very ſmall Remnant of his 
Forces; that it was believ'd he had taken the way to- 
ward Media, but in ſo weak a Condition, that no Body 
thought he ever could be able to raiſe a ſufficient Power 
to diſpute the Empire of Aſia any longer againſt Alexan- 
der. Oh, Brother, how infinitely did this woful News 
torment me, and how great need had I of all my Cou- 
rage, to keep me from linking under fo heavy an Afflicti- 
on | O Darius, (cried I) why. can I not be with thee in 
thy Flight at leaſt, ſince I could not accompany thee in 
the Battel ? I would ſtrive to comfort thee in thy Mis- 
fortunes, and not having been able to fight for the Con- 
ſervation of thy Empire, I would fight at leaſt for the 
Safety of thy Perſon. Then Brother, as all fatal Objects 
repreſented themſelves to my Remembrance, I was atraid* 
* leſt you ſhould be in the Number of thoſe whom Alex- 
| ander's happy Deſtiny had cauſed to fall under the Mace- 
| donian Armies; and in this Thought, after having given 
you a Flood of Tears, I wiſhed with all my Heart to 
have been in your Place, to have receiv'd your Wounds, 
and to have contributed to the Preſervation of your Lite, 
with the loſs of mine own. I ſhould never have done, 
if I ſhould relate all my Diſcontents at large, but T'll 
ſhorten the Recital of them as much as poſſibly I can. 
A whole Year was already run out from the Day that I 
was taken, when both in the Face, and Actions of the 
Captain of the Caftle, who was the chief Commander of 
thoſe that had me in Cuſtody, I perceiv'd an extraordi- 
nary Affection, and a very _-_w Compaſſion of my Mis- 
fortunes, He naturally had a love to Virtue, and had 
reliſted thoſe Inclinations out of a Senſe of his Duty to 
Arimbas ; but in the end, having ſeen how unjuſtly he de- 
tain'd me, and having found ſomething in my Perſon, 
which he thought worthy of his Affection, he reſolv'd to 
make uſe of his Power for my Deliverance, believing he 
ſhould not be very faulty in giving a Man his Liberty, 
from whom it had not been taken by any Right of War. 
With this Deſign coming to me one Day when I was ex- 
tremely dejected by the Remembrance of our laſt Lofles, 
Sir, (ſaid he to me) comfort your ſelf, your g 
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ſhall not be much longer, and your Virtue has found a 
Perſon amongſt us, who both can diſcern it, and will ha- 
zard himſelf to ſerve it Tho'jI was exceedingly ſur. 


_ prized at this Diſcourſe, I could not ſuſpect that Man of 
any ill Defign, and judging that my Condition could not 


be worſe than it was already, I beliey'd I ought not to 
negle& any way that might be for the recovering of my 
Liberty, O Criton, (anſwered I) how mercitul you will 
be, if you uſe your Endeavours to help me, both Gods 
and Men will recompence your Goodneſs, and I am of 


ſuch Quality, that I dare ſay your Condition will be bet- 
ter with me than with Arimbas. 12 


Depend upon the Aſſurance I give you, (replied Crzton) 
that you ſhall not be long a Priſoner, and truſt me for 
the Management of the Buſineſs. I will truſt you al- 
ways (ſaid I) both with my Lite and Liberty, and I pro- 
teſt to you, that I would not expoſe you to any Danger 
for their Preſervation, if in the preſent State of my At- 


fairs, my eternal Shame were not link'd ro my Captivity. 


Criton would hold no longer Diſcourſe with me at that 
time, for fear of giving ſome Suſpicion of his Delign ; 
but within a few Days after he effected it very happily, 
and having made thoſe of my Guard drunk, whom he 
had leaſt Confidence in, when they were falt aſleep, he 
came with the reſt into my Chamber in the dead of Night, 
and bringing Arms for me, and for the two Scythians that 
ſerv'd me, he took the Keys of the Caſtle, and let us out 
without any Difficulty, then getting upon good Horſes 
which he had cauſed to be held in a readineſs about a hun- 
dred Paces from the Gate, he reſoly'd to follow my For- 
tune, having by that Action loſt all hope of Favour from 
Ari m bas. Th | 
When I ſaw my ſelf at Liberty, J felt all the Joy my 
ſad Condition could be capable of, and receiv'd a ſweet 
Conſolation by the Hope I hed that I ſhould give my Fa- 
ther the Jait Aſſiſtance he could hope for from his Son in 
the downfal of his Houſe. I promiſed Criton that I would 
not be ingratetul for the good Office he had done me, and 
that I would reward him fo well for ir, that he never 
ſhould have Occaſion to repent, We took our Journ y 
toward Media, whither they ſaid Darius was retreated, 
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and travelled all the remainder af that firſt Night with 


ſo much ſpeed, that beſore break of Day, we were got- 


ten far enough, not to fear falling any more into "the 
Power of Arimbes : ; yet did we avoid the great High- 
ways ſo long as we were in the Province he commanded, 
but when once we were out of it, we rode with leſs 
Apprebenſion, and I for my part with ſome Hopes of ſee- 
ing the Relicks of our deſolated Houſe again, and with 
an ardent Deſire, either to diſpute the Empire yet with 
Alexander, or to give up my Life to his prevailing For- 
tone. He ſhall die, (ſaid I to my ſelf) that unjuſt Con- 
queror, that wrongful Ufurper of our Pominions ſhall 
either fall, or kill Artaxerxes with that Hand, which has 
been the Deſtruction of all our Family. perhaps he is 
not Immortal, tho' hitherto he have been Invincible, nor 
are we perhaps ſo utterly forſaken by the Gods, but that 
we may force a Victory out of his Hands, which the 
cowardly, efteminate Perſians have fo faintly diſputed 


with him; doubtleſs thou wert valiant enough, poor 
 Dariz:s, to trample down that Enemy, if thou hadſt com- 


manded more generous Forces, and nothing but their 
want of Courage has made thee loſe an Empire, which 
is not much to be lamented, ſince it extended it ſelf over 


none but ſuch mean ſpirited People. Perhaps there are 
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yet ſome Corners of thy vaſt Territories, where thou 


| mayſt find Men that will ſhew themſelves more truly to 
be Men, and 'tis with them Artaxerxes may poſſibly re- 
gain part of thy Loſſes, and blot out part of thy diſho- 
{ nour. This thought had hardly given me a little Com- 


fort, when preſently I fell into a Conſideration of the 


| State I then was in, and to my Confuſion ſaw thoſe ridi- 


culous Hopes all vaniſh in a moment. Ah weak, abuſed 
Artaxerxes, (ſaid J again) with what fond Imaginations 
doſt thou flatter thy felt? Thou thinkeſt not of the Re- 
volution of thy Fortune, thou conſider'ſt not that thou 


| haſt loſt all, that tnou haſt no Country left to defend, 


and that thou haſt no Men left to oppoſe that Conque- 
ror, whom thy Father with innumerable Thouſands, and 
with his whole Forces united was not able to reſiſt ; 
Stifle, . ah ſtifle theſe vain Hopes, and limit them all 
within the Deſign of either making Alexarder s Perſon to 

run 
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and Empire to his Enemy. Altho' this ſad Relation did 
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run ſome Hazard, or of burying thy ſelf in the Ruins of 
thy Family. | Theſe were the Thoughts wherewith I wag |; 
tormented ; bur, O Gods ! O Gods! they quickly yield. 
ed place to far more cruel ones, and ſcarce had I travel. 
led three Days Journey, when I ſaw both my Expedition 
bounded, and my Deſigns overthrown by the doleful 
News of poor Darius's Death; I heard that lamentable 
End, alas, and *tis with Shame that I confeſs I heard it 
without dying. They told me, how that great and much 
to be deplored Prince was fall'n by the horrible Perfidi- 
ouſneſs of his own, Subjects, and had given up both Lite 


not abſolutely kill me, yet certainly it put me into a 
Condition little different from Death, and Criton with 
the reſt that accompanied me ſaw me in ſuch a Caſe, as 
made them believe they had unprofitably hazarded them- 
ſelves to ſerve me. The Recital of thofe Swoonings ! 
fell into at this fatal Narration, of my Sighs, of my 
Tears, and of my mournful Complaints, would but 
weary you, and be very dithcult for me to make ; all Þ 
that Sorrow for the loſs of a Father, who had moſt dearly 
lov'd me, whoſe Perſon was exceeding great and ami- f 
able; for that of a Mother who went a while before 7 
him, and who ended her Life in her Captivity ; for that I p 

of an Empire, which might almoſt be call'd the Empire 2 
of the World, added to my Shame of having done no- ** 
thing for them, of not having ſhed one drop of Blood i " 
for their Conſervation, and of not having given them any 7 
of thoſe Aſſiſtances which they received from the meaneſt ' 
of their Allies, can produce in the moſt tender Soul im- h 4 
printed it ſelf fo violently in mine, that it was like to 55 b 
have ſeparated it from my Body; and I may well proteſt rf F 
to you before all the Gods, that nothing but the Remem- i 


brance of Berenice kept me from my Grave, and hindred ws 
me from going then to ſeck them after their Death, whom may 
J had ſo ignominiouſly abandoned during their Lite. oh 
Thou now art free (ſaid I) glorious Arſaces, now thou fl 

art free, thou no longer fat any Father to aſſiſt, thou y; ns 


no longer haſt any Country to defend, or to ſay better, 
thou no longer haſt any Honour to preſerve ; all Things 


contribute-now. to thy Repoſe : But, O Gods ! how much 
| were 
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were the moſt cruel Deaths to be preferr'd before this 
Repoſe ! and how much better had it been for. thee. to 
have been really ſlain in the Battle of Selena, than to 
have ſhamefully out-liv'd Darius, and to have ſeen the 
Ruin of thy Houſe with ſo much Indifterency ? What a 


horrible Reproach to thee is the Blood of ſo many thou- 


fand Men as loſt their Lives in thy Quarrel ? thou wert 


Þ fighting againſt the Nomades, while the Perſians fell 


under the Macedonian Arms, and thou wert fighting at 
Berenices Feet, while thy Mother, thy Siſters, and all 
thy Family, lay fighing under the Chains of fortunate 
” Alexander | O Shame, which all the Blood of Arſaces 
ean never be able to waſh out ! O Baſeneſs, which all 
my Love to Berenice can never be able to excuſe ! I tor- 
mented my ſelf on this manner in my Bed, whither my 
Sorrow had confin'd me, and where my Grief was ſo ex- 
tremely violent, that it had put me into a Fever for many 


1 
2 


; — I had deplored my Misfortunes in the moſt 
7 mournful Terms my Mifery could Lell and that F had 
© fpent ſome Days in Lamentations, I began to think what 
I ſhould reſolve to do with my ſelf : Shall I not go (faid 
) and find out Alexander in the midſt of his victorious 
Forces, which triumph over our Diſaſters ?' and fince the 
Anger of the Gods has ſo decreed that I no longer have 
Men to give him Battel, fhall I not $0 and execute with 
my Hand alone, what the Weakneſs of my Condition, 
and the Loſs of our Dominions will not ſuffer me to do 
gat the Head of an Army? Since I cannot revenge Darius 
dy the Blood of the Macedonians, ſhall I not revenge him 
by the Blood-of Alexander ? and if I die in the Attempt, 
{ſhall I not bear my Friends Company with the leaſt Shame 
that I can poſſibly undergo ? Shall I not run (faid I again) 
after that Parricide Beſſes? and ſhall I not make my way 
thro' the midſt of thoſe faithleſs: Monſters that take part 
with him, to pierce with a thouſand Wounds the ingrate- 
ul and diſloyal Heart of that horrible Murderer of his 
King; Js not that the firſt Satisfaction I owe unto my 
Father's Ghoſt ? and can I, while Beſs: and Narbazanes 
are alive, have other Thoughts than thoſe of the rigorous 


Punjhments that are due to their perfidious Treaſon ? 
|; But, 
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But, O Gods ! (concluded I) ſhall I never fee Berenice 


more ? and if (as it is very probable) I fall in one of 
theſe Enterprizes, ſhall I die without giving my Princeſs 


the laſt Aſſurances of my Fidelity? Shall I have loſt my 
neareſt Friends, my Country, my Reputation, ſhall [ 
have loſt all for her unprofitably ? Having propoſed no 
other Fruit, no other Conſolation to my ſelf for ſo many 


Misfortunes but that alone, ſhall I loſe it alſo with the 


reſt ? and ſhall J have oblig'd that lovely Princeſs to give 
me Marks of an Affection, which ought to be more dear 
to me than the Poſſeſſion of all Aſia, only to abandon her 
for ever? This laſt Thought put me into a Perplexity, 
which for a long time made me incapable of taking any 
Reſolutions, and repreſented Motives to me which were 
powerful enough to withdraw me from thoſe I had pro- 
poſed before. Alexander (ſaid I) is a generous Enemy, 
who has proſecuted the Ruin of thy Houſe only by glo- 
rious Ways, and doſt thou think of murdering bim 
ſhamefully, who openly, and at the Sword's point, 
makes himſelf Maſter of the whole Eearth by his Va- 
. Jour alone? Yes, of murdering him, tor unleſs thou 
march againſt him by an open War, thou canſt not 
' procure any Satisfaction from his ſingle Perſon but by 
an Aſſaſſination; thou canſt not hope for an equal Com- 
bate with him, for though he ſhould be ſo generous as 
to grant it to thy Quality, and to thy juſt Reſentments, 
he never will be able to make thoſe that are about him 
conſent to it, amongſt whom there are many thouſands 
that would fave him from that Danger by hazarding 
themſelves. Thou canſt not therefore execute thy Ven- 
geance by any Means but ſuch as are moſt ignominious, 
and perhaps that without effecting it, thou ſhalt die in 
a Deſign which will be moſt unworthy of the Memory 
of Darius's Son, and which will blaſt it with a perpetual 

Infamy. 2 1 | 
It thou run after thoſe Parricides, tis true, that againſt 
them all ways of Revenge are juſtifiable, but they arc 
Things too mean for Artaxerxes, and the Deſtiny of Beſſ#, 
and of Nabarzanes, would be too glorions, if they ſhould 
end their reproachful Days by the Hand of their King's 
Son. Thoſe Monſters ought to end their Lives in Tot 
| ments, 
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ments, and it concerns Alexander to proſecute them, and 
with their Blood to waſh away the ſtain where with they 
have blemiſh'd his Reputation. Rather return into Scy- 
thia, where thou haſt left thy utmoſt Hopes, and where 
thou haſt left thy very Soul ; forget the Greatneſs of thy 
Birth, to ſerve thy Love, and the Neceſlity of thy Af- 
fairs, and employ whatſoever the Gods have given thee 
that is conſiderable, to make thy ſelt conſider'd by the 
King of Scythia ; when thou ſhalr have done him Services 
of the Nature of thoſe Darius receiv'd from Oroondates, 
he'll be the moſt ingrateful of all Men living if he refuſe 
thee his Aſſiſtance, and if he give thee not an Army to 
march againſt that Enemy of the whole Earth, and 
againſt that inſatiable Conqueror, who quickly will paſs 


trom our Territories into his. Perhaps thy Services, and 


the Remembrance of our Miſeries, will raze out of his 


Mind the Hatred he bears thy Family, and that he will 


not diſdain thee for his Son-in-Law, when thou ſhale 


have gain'd his Affection ſo far as to venture the Diſcove- 
ry of thy true Quality. He, without doubt, is of a 
Koyal Mind as well as of a Royal Birth; and if my 
dear Oroondates be alive, if the Gods bring him back into 
| Scythia, thou maiſt hope for al! Things from that deareſt 
Brother, and uniting thy ſelt with him, whoſe Intereſts 
vill always be inſeparable from thine, thou with the 
| whole Forces of Scythia maiſt oppoſe, and like a King's 
Son oppoſe that pitileſs Deſtroyer of the Houſe of Perſia. 
Thou at the Head of thoſe thy dear Brother's Armies 
| maiſt demand Reparation of the Injuries he has done thee ; 
and if it pleaſe the Gods thou fall in thoſe Occaſions, 
twill at leaſt be with more Glory, than if thou ſhouldſt 
leave thy Life among the Javelins of his Guards, in at- 
tempting to ſtab him in his Bed. 


This way without queſtion thou ſhalt labour for reco- 


very of thy Reputation, and, which is more, thou ſhalt 
labour for it in ſecing Berenice again, without whom thou 
canſt not live, and without whom thou art not permitted 
to die; thou at her feet maiſt find Conſolation for all th 


Lofles, and ſhe will tell thee nothing but Truth, if ſhe 
ſay her Affection is to be preferr'd before all the Em- 
Fires that were Darius 8s. Fear not to appear yet before 

Ns her, 


N 
N 


| 
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her, ſhe is too generous and too worthy a Siſter of Oy. 
ondates, to regard the fall of thy Houſe, and to look upon 
him as an exil'd Prince, and as a Prince diveſted of all 
his Inheritance, whom at our laſt being together ſhe con. 
ſider'd as the future Monarch of all Aſia; thy Miſeries 
will rather work Compaſſion in her, than any Contempt 
of thy Perſon, and thou wert unworthy of the Marks 
thou haſt received of her Affection, if thou couldſt ſuſpe& 
her to be of ſo baſe a Humour, and of a Humour ſo 
different from her Brother's. | | 
In theſe laſt Thoughts I found a great deal of Comfort, 
and after I had diſputed yet three or four Days about the 
Choice of which Reſolution I ſhould take, I in the end 
ſuffer d my Mind to be over-ſwayed by theſe laſt Conlide- 
rations, or to ſpeak more truly, I let my ſelf be guided 
by my Love, which, making all other Deſigns odious to 
me, ſhew'd me Facility and Advantage only in that 
which was ſubſervient to it, and which it had propound- 
ed. "Twas therefore by the Power it had over me, that 
J was won to thoſe Probabilitics I have ment ion'd to 
you, and that I reſolved to return into Scythia. Criton, 
who had totally given me his Affection, and to whom! 
already bore a very great one, would not forſake me ; 
beſides him, I took only the two Scythzans that were with 
me in Priſon, he having before diſmiſſed the Guards that 
had aſſiſted in my. Deliverance, whom we rewarded as 
well as we were able at that time. We departed from 
the Town where I had ſtaid ever ſince the hearing of that 
fatal News, and took our Journey towards Scythia, by a 
very different Way from that I came, for fear of falling 
again into the Power of Arimbas, I believ'd we might 
paſs more ſecurely thro* Hyrcania, and thro* the Country 
of the Maſſagetes, and that was the Road we went, with- 
out committing our ſelves to that inconſtant Element, 
upon which I had fallen into that cruel Captivity, which 
made the greateſt part of all my Diſcontents. We met 
no Obſtacle in our Journey; and tho* I began to truk 
Criton very much, yet would J not let him know me to 
be other than one Arſaces a Bactrian, who by his good 
Fortune had merited the Affection of the King of Scythin 


and who in that Country might be able to ſettle him in 
I ; 


4 
] 
a 
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a much better Condition than that he had liv'd ãn under 
Arimbas. Twas not to him alone that T meant to be fo 
reſery'd, for I refolv'd never any more to take upon me 
„te Name of Artaxerxes, fo peculiar to the Kings and 
es I Princes of Perſia, till I had recovered Hopes of riſing 
pt again to the Throne of Darius. And indeed I was then 
cs WW inform'd, that the Traitor Beſſut had already uſurp'd it, 
& I and that he made himſelf be honour'd as a King in Ba&ria, 
ſo under the Name of Artaxerxes. 

When we had paſſed the Araxis, croſſed through the 
t, Country of the Maſſagetes, and gone over the Mount 
he maus, we .entred into the Province of the Jſedons, and 
nd with great many Days Journeys drew near to the Metropo- 
le- s City of all Scythia. Being come within two Days 
ed riding of it, and meeting Paſſengers upon the Way from 
to Wl thence, I enquired of them what News there was at 
nat Court, and trembled as I ask'd the Queſtion, for fear of 
ad- hearing what would be unpleaſing, or rather mortal to 
hat me. Sir, (anſwered one of them) all Things are very 
to quiet at Court; Arſacomes has ſtill his former Authority, 
ton, WM and the King, fearing to diſpleaſe the Queen his Wife, 
n | vith whom he ſtill is paſſionately in Love, ſuffers him to 
de; pretend to the Princeſs Berenice, or rather to perſecute 
ita ber, that generous Princeſs, not having hitherto been 
hat {Wable to bend her ſelf to any compliance with his De- 
d as res, and making loud Complaints, becauſe he tolerates 
the Preſumpt ion of his Subject; they are the Prin- 
ceſss own Words, for as for our parts we dare not to 
peak of that Buſineſs in tlioſe Terms, he having made 
hinſef ſo potent, that there are none now in Scythia 
but Slaves to the Greatneſs of his Fortune. Yet hath 


otry Nis Example been like to cauſe the Deſtruction of o- 
ith- hers, who knowing their Quality to be equal to his, 
ent, Wave thought they might raiſe their Pretenſions as high as 
hick Me. | | | 


Amongſt them, Cydaris Prince of the Tauroſcythians and 
eatirſians, being fallen in love with the Princeſs, ſuffe- 
ed himſelf to be ſo blind with his Paſſion, that he im- 
rudently declar'd it to the King, either being encou- 
wed by his Indulgence to that of Arſacomes, or elſe not 
eng able to refit the Violence of his own. The King 

| was 
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was ſo diſpleaſed at ſuch a Motion, that he could ng 
diflemble his Reſentment of it, and anſwer'd Cydaris with 
Words ſo full of Sharpneſs and Contempt, that he nat 
being able to endure them, forgot the Reſpect he ow! 
the King, and reply'd in very inſolent and injurioys 
Terms; whereat he being highly offended, cauſed him t9 
be ſeiz'd on, and put into a Dungeon, nor had he ſpare 
his Lite but at the requeſt of the Queen, and of the 
Princeſs her ſelf who interceded for it. *Tis not aboye 
a Week ſince he came out of Priſon ; but when he wi; 
ſet at liberty, he was commanded to leave the Court ſ t 
ever, and from that time he has never been ſeen at I.! 
don. This Buſineſs has made ſuch a Noiſe at Court, t t 
there is now no talk of any thing elſe, and this is f 
freſhcſt and moſt conſiderable News that I can tell jun 
thence. I found a marvellous Conſolation in this Pi. b. 
courſe, and making no great Account of the Buſineſs of 2 
Cydaris, I was ſo extremely ſatisfied to hear of my Prin. 
ceſs's Perſeverance in deſpiſing Arſacomes's Affection. 


went on my Journey the Remainder of that Day, ad E. 
the next following, before the Sun had run out half ti 1 
Courſe, I trom a Hill diſcover'd the higheſt Towers of 4 
that moſt precious City, where I had left the better n 2 
of my Soul with Berenice. Then I began to feel Mo- M 
tions of Paſſion which ſeem'd to have forſaken me fr to 

ever, methought I breath'd a ſweeter Air than I yi! 
wont, and Foxtune, who by ſuch ſad Effects had declari}i M 
her ſelf ſo cruel an Enemy to our Houſe, was content. 9 
ed at that time to change her Countenance in favour d ſol 
me, and not being able to reſtore me what ſhe had take ha; 
away, was willing to ſweeten my Sorrows with the mol out! 
gentle Uſage I could receive from her. It was but jule dhe 
that he who had loſt ſo much, ſhould by her Aſſiſtanc he: 
keep the only 'Thing he had left, and the only Thin by 
W 


which he preferred before all thoſe ſhe had unjuſtly 0+ 
bed him of. | N 

I was within two hundred Furlongs of 1ſedon, wil 
at the entrance into a Wood which I was to paſs thro! 
I heard the Sound of many Inſtruments uſual for tt 
Chace; and ſeeing divers Men paſs by at that time, 


learned from them that the King was hunting 5 1 
| Y 
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Wood, and that he was accompanied by the Queen an! 
the Princeſs Berenice, who, becauſe it was a very fair 
Day, had been deſirous to take their part of that Piver- 
fon. At this News my Heart leapt within me, not be- 
ing able to hear ſpeak of my Princeſs without an inward 
Piſturbance, nor to prepare my ſelf for that Sight with- 
out moſt paſſionate Motions: Yet did I doubt whether 
| ſhould go to the King while he was abroad there at 
his ſport, or whether, as I before intended, I ſhould go 
unknown to Theodates's Houſe, to pay my firſt viſit to 
that generous Friend, and learn of him upon what Terms 
I fiood in Court, and whether I might ſhew my ſelf 
there with the Safety as before. At laſt I ſhould have 
followed that Reſolution, and I was going to proſecute 
my Journey directly toward the Town, when I was put 
beſide it by a very remarkable Accident; I ſaw a Man 
all bloody come galloping full ſpeed roward me, and 
when he was within twenty Paces of us, he fell from 
his Horſe, with all the ſigns of a Man very near his 
End; I ran to give him ſome Aſliſtance, but ſcarce had 
begun to ſpeak to him, when caſting his Eyes upon us,” 
Ah ! (cried he) loſe no time here about me, tor I am but 
a dead Man, but if you be Scyzþians, or Noble- minded 
Men, make haſte to ſuccour the King, who is yonder like 
to be murdered, | | 

No ſooner had I heard theſe Words, but leaving that 
Man to the Care of one of nne, I ran as ſwittly as I 
could the ſame Way that we had ſeen him come; Criton 
followed me with the ſame ſpeed, and the two Srythians, 
having left that dying Man, would not let me go with- 
out them. Before J had rode five or fix hundred Paces 
there was no more need of a Guide, and the Cries 1 
heard directed me ſufficiently to the Place; I ſought it 
by the Noiſe among the Trees, and had not gone far, 
when coming to a part of the Wood where the Trees 
ſtood very thin, I was Witneſs of a bloody and pitiful 
Spectacle; I ſaw a ſmall Number of Men, who, incloſing 
the Prince in the midſt of them, defended themſelves 
againſt twice as many with a moſt invincible Courage; 
they had flain divers of their Enemies, but the greater 
part of their Companions lay already gaſping on the 

Yor, IV. ET Ground, 
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Ground, and they that remained endeavoured but in 
vain to prolong their Deſtiny, and to lend their King a 
Aſſiſtance, which had been utterly unprofitable if it had 
not given us leiſure to come up to his Relief, He had 
his Sword in his Hand, wherewith he defended himſelf 
with a great deal of Courage, but his Servants put 
themſelves between him and Danger, as likewiſe did 
thoſe of Arſacomes and Theodates, who being unaim'd 
as well as the King, fought very valiantly to ſave hit 
Life, I had hardly caſt mine Eyes upon that Combate, 
when knowing the Party I ought to take, I fell in 
among the Enemies with a Fury which proceeded from 
a quite different Cauſe than the little Valour the Gods 
had given me; And indeed it produced Effects infinitely 
above my Forces, and at my firſt coming into the Fight 
I ſcarce gave any Blow that made not a mortal Wound; 
they that were with me ſeconded me with ſo much Cou- 
rage, that the halt vanquiſhed Scythians recovered Spi- 
rit by their Example, and began to make their Encmies 
doubt of the iliue of the Combate. It quickly grew 
more equal than it was at our arrival, and the Number 
of thoſe murderous Traitors was in a ſhort time leſ— 
ſened by the Death of ſome of the forwardeſt amongſt 
them. 

Their Head, who perceived that Change, would have 
animated them by his Voice, and by his Example, but he 
was able to do no great matter, and I having known 
him by many Tokens, ſought him in the midſt of his 
Men, and in ſpite of all the Obſtacles wherewith they 
oppoſed my Paſlage, I got to him, and to his Mistor- 
tune my Sword met ſo luckily with a Place unguarded 
by his Arms, that at the firſt thruſt it ran clear through 
his Body, and made him tumble dead amongſt the Horſes 
Feet. His fall did ſo diſcourage thoſe of his Party, that 
they no longer thought of any thing but defending them- 
ſelves, and that they did ſo ill, that the Victory over 
them was not difficult; for Arſacomes and Theodates, tho 
they were wounded, cloſing up to me, with Shields 
vrherewith they defended themſelves for want of other 
Arms, and being ſeconded by all the Ke ogy in whom 


that Alteration had wrought a marvellous Confidence, 
5 ; 0 WC 
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we forc'd them in the end to quit the Field, and to ſeek 
for that Safety by Flight, which they no lovignr could 
find by their Reſiſtance. 


| then turn'd me about toward the King, uncertain 


whether I ſhould proſecute our Victory, or run to him; : 


bur he put me quckly out of that Irreſolution, by crying, 
Valiant Man, you yet have conquered but in part, and 
unleſs you alſo ſave the Queen and Princeſs, you have 
done nothing for my Safety. Theſe Words went ſo near 
to me, that I felt my Strength almoſt redoubled by them, 
and ſecing that the King himſelf ran toward the Place 
where he "defired we ſhould faccour thoſe dear Perſons, 
T caſt my Eye upon the ableſt of thoſe Horſes that walk'd 
about us without their Riders, and feeling my own be- 
gin to fail, as well thro' Wearineſs, as ſome Wounds he 
had receiv 'd, I alighted haſtily, and leaping upon the 


other, ran with ſuch ſpeed after the King, that I had 


quickly over-taken him. My Love guided me ſo favou- 
rably, that I ſoon diſcover'd the Chariot, about which 
there had been a ſtout and bloody Combate ; all they of 
the Guard were ſlain at the Boots of ir, not having aban- 
don'd their Princeſſes but with their Lives, and thoſe 
barbarous Enemies were pulling them violently out of 
the Chariot, O Gods ! how ipfinicely did Rage tranſport 
me, when I ſaw my Princeſs in the Power "of a Man, 
who, carrying her away in ſpite of her Cries and her 
Rehſtances, would have delivered her into the Arms of 
another that was very well arm'd and braycly mounted ; 
certainly all the Words in the World are not ſuffcient 
to repreſent my Fury, and I was ſo animated by that 
Sight, that all the Enemies Forces were not able to reſiſt 
me. I flew moſt impetucufly at thoſe two Men, but 
having my Sword up to ſtrike. at him that held my Prin- 
ceſs, che fear 1 had of wounding her made me withhold 
my Blow, and turning towards him that was ready to 
receive her, I brought down my Sword ſo forcibly upon 
his Arms, which he had ſtretched forth towards her; 
that they fell both together from his Body to the Ground: 
His Companion, ſceing him receive that ſtroak, and 
tearing ſuch another, quitted the Princeſs, but Teures 
had he disburthen'd himſelf of that glorious Weight, 
2 bon 
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when he was alſo disburthen'd of his Head, which with 
a back Blow I made Cask and all to roul between the 
Chariot Wheels. After this Execution, I fell in among 
the reſt with a Succeſs but little different, while the 
King coming to join with us, as alſo Arſacomes, and 
all the Scythians that were left of the former Fight, 
brought Terror to thoſe Villains, already halt detcated 
by the Death of cheir Leaders, and by the Loſs of their 
Compantons, They no longer made any conſiderable 
Reſiſtance, and very few of them eſcaped our juſt Re- 
ſentments. | 

As ſoon as we had no more Enemies to fight withal, 
I turned to that illuſtrious Company, all ſtained with 
Blood, and in an Equipage which, (as my Princeſs was 
pleaſed to ſay) for all it was terrible, had ſomet hing in 
it not unpleaſing to her; I conſulted a while with Love 
and Decgncy, whether I ſhould run firſt to the King, or 
to my Princeſs ; but Love, tho' the more powerful, was 
content for its own. Intereſt to yield to Decency, and 
found its Advantage more in concealing, than in deela- 
ring it ſelf ſo publickly. Scarce, had I turn'd my Horſe 
to go to the King, when I ſaw him come forward to 
meet me, with all that were about him: © Whoſoever 
© thou art, (cried he) O our yaliant Protector, tis to you 
© we owe our Lives, and you have won them to your 
ſelf with ſo matchleſs a Valour, and ſo great a Genero- 
< fity, that tho' you ſhould be born our Subject, you 
ought to be the Maſter of them for ever. 
Inſtead of anſwering theſe Words, I leap'd trom my 
Horſe, and caſt my ſelf at the King's Feet ſo ſuddenly, 
that he could not poſſibly hinder me, and had no ſooner 
pull'd off my Cask but my Face was known by the King 
and the whole Company: The King was ſo aſtoniſh'd, 
that he went back a ſtep or two, and then preſently com- 
ing to me again with open Arms, O Arſaces, (cried hc) 
O Arſaces, and without ſaying any thing more at that 
time, he embraced me with ſuch Affection, that I calily 
faw my Abſence had abated nothing of that he formerly 
had honour'd me withal. Berenice hath fince confeſlcd to 
me, that ſhe was fain to uſe a very violent Conſtraint 


upon her ſelf, in that ſudden Surprize, and that by 5 
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good Fortune, I had part enough in her Favour to give 
der Motions of Joy in that Encounter, which it was very 
hard for her to diſſemble; yet did ſhe ſmother it with 
much ado, and following the Queen's Example, ſhe con- 
rented her ſelf with teſtifying her acknowledgments in 
the ſame manner, * | | 

But ſcarce was I got free of the King, when Theo- 
dates, making his Paſſage throvgh all the reſt, came to 
ive me, and to receive Embraces, which ſhew'd the 
picks. the Nearneſs of that Friendſhip wherewith we 
were link'd together. Arſacomes, who as well as the 


l rſt, was obliged to me for his own Safety, and for the 
0 Queen his Siſters, forced his Inclinations that he might 
not appear ingrateful ; and when the King had allow'd 
K every Body liberty to welcome me, he came to me again 
a himſelf, and reiterating his Favours; © Ir was impoſli- 


© ble (ſaid he) by the Miracles you had done for our 
© Preſervation, thar you ſhould be other than Arſaces, 
© or elſe ſome God; ſuch prodigious Effects of Valour 
© can find no Example, but in what you have done fot us 
© already; yet ſince we have deſtined to owe our Lives 
© to ſome Body, I praiſe the Gods that 'tis to my dear 
* 4rſaces, to whom we may be indebted for them with- 
© out Shame or Trouble.“ 

I had been ſilent during all the King's obliging Words 
and Endearments, but as ſoon as it was time for me to 
ſpeak, © Sir, (faid I) your Majeſty ſers too high a Value 
upon an Action, which I was too powerfully engaged 
*to do, both by the Remembrance of your Fayours, 
© and by the Conſideration of my Honour ; I were much 
* to blame if I ſhould think I had done any thing in the 
© Preſervation of your Majeſty's Life, 'tis to your own 
* Valour you owe it, and to the Gods to whom it is too 
© dearto let it be loſt ; and if they were pleaſed I ſhould 
be ſo happy as to be one among your Servants for the 
X defeating of your Enemics, *tis only I that have the 
* whole Obligation to them, as for the moſt glorious. 
* Favour they can ever do me. Forbear (replied the King) 
* to rob Arſaces of what is due to him alone, we ſhould 
not now have been alive but for your Aſſiſtance, and 
I find as much Satisfaction in avowing it, as I ſhould 

i © do 
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do Shame if I neglected Obligations of this Nature; 


< I will acknowledge them with all my Affection, and 
© with all my Power, and if ever the King of Scyibia be 
© ingratetul toward Arſaces, I would have him paſs thro 
© the whole World for the moſt unworthy Man upon 
Earth.“ The King accompanied theſe Words with many 
others to the ſame purpoſe ; and after all the Company 
had ſeconded him, both in his Kindneſſes and Praiſes, 


he commanded the dead Bodies to be view'd, to the end 


they might ſee if they could diſcover who they were that 
had been his Enemies. 

Among the firſt whoſe Faces they look'd upon, there 
were found ſome whom they knew to have belong'd te 
cydaris, and the King himſelf being come cloſe to him 
whoſe Arms I had cut off, while he unworthily ſtretched 


them forth to take my Princeſs, knew him to be Banda- 


mis the Erother of that Parricide : He was not yet quite 
dead, and as ſoon as he perceiv'd the King to be near 
him, he called together the remainder of his Forces, and 
preventing the Queſtions that were going to be ask'd 
him; © If Cydarzs be ſlain (ſaid he) I keep him Company 


© without Trouble, and die willingly for him, as he 


does for Berenice, and for the Reparation of his Ho- 
nour. He to puniſh the Aﬀront that had been done to 
him would have kill'd a King that had uſed him un- 
worthily, and to content his Paſſion he would have 
carried away the Princeſs; I ſerved him in this laſt 
Deſign, while he was attempting the former: We have 
© yet another Brother who will revenge our Death, if 
© he have any Courage, and if he be ſo baſe as to fit 
© down with it, he deſerves that you ſhould pour forth 
© all thoſe Reſentments upon him which you have con- 
© ceived againſt us.“ | 

Bandamis ended his Life with theſe Words, and the 
King, who from the beginning had imagin'd the Truth 
of this Adventure, could not but admire the Reſolution 
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of thoſe deſperate Wretches. Cydaris's Body was found 


amongſt thoſe of his Party, and the Princeſs expreſſed a 
great deal of Trouble for having been the Cauſe, tho 
innocently, of the Death of ſo many Men, and of the 
Danger her Father had been in. In the mean time, we 
were 
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were inviron'd by a Throng of thoſe whom the Noiſe of 
this Accident had drawn from 1ſedon, and one may truly 
ſay, the whole Town was almoſt empty from the very 
moment that News came thither ; all the People came 


: and caſt themſelves at the King's Feet with Tears of Joy, 


and by his Command they all came afterward to proſtrate 


themſelves before me, and to do me Honours as a Man 
ſent by the Gods, or as the protecting Angel of Scythia. 
2 When many Things had paſſed, which I am not able to 
tell you by reaſon of their Length and Confuſion, we 


took our Way toward the City, and all the while we 
were going, the King did nothing but embrace me, and 


ask me the Particularities of my Journey. I anſwered 


thoſe Queſtions as I had before reſolved to do, and tho? 
the Remembrance of our ruin'd Family could not come 
into my Mind, without drawing Sighs from me, I diſ- 


ſembled my Griets as well as poſlibly I could, and attri- 


buted my long Abſence to the Captivity in which I was 
detained by Arimbas. Yet was not the King ſo wholly 
taken up with me, but that he took Care of Ar/acomes, 
who was wounded in two Places; my dear Theordates 
alſo had ſome Hurts, but none that were at all dange- 


rous. All the time I had free during the Way, I ſpent 


with him, to whom in a few Words I gave an Account 
of the deplorable Succeſs of my Journey. As I could not 
make him that Recital without Tears, ſo neither could 
he hear it without ſhedding ſome, and he ſolemnized our 
Misfortunes with all the Signs of Grief I could demand 
from a true and perfect Friend. I durſt not make my Ad- 
dreſſes to my Princeſs in the Queen's Preſence, fearing 
that Company ſhould obſerve Alterations in my Counte- 
nance, which might give ſome Notice of my Paſſion. 
As ſoon as we were come to the City, we found all the 
People that were leſt in it in the Streets, coming to meet 
the King, and preſently they began to make Bonfires in 
every Place, and to offer Sacrifices and Thankſgiving for 
his Safety in all the Temples. The King would needs 
have a 1 appointed for me in his Palace, but for 


| the remainder of that Day I retir'd to 7heodates's Houſe, 


to ſatisfy the Deſire I had to embrace him at liberty, to 


finiſh the Account I had begun to give him of my Journey, 
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and to receive particular Information of all Paſſages con. 
cerning my Princeſs, and how I ſtood in her Favour 2 
that time. He fatisfied my Curiolity to the full ; and 
aſſur'd me, that during my Abſence, he had not found 
the leaſt Change in her Affection. Tis true, Sir, (ad 
he) ſhe complain'd often of your want of Care to let her 
hear from you, and often teſtified ro me, but with a 
extraordinary Trouble, how much ne fear d you had 
torgotten her. I put her out of thoſe Apprehenſions a; 
well as poſſibly I could, but at laſt J ſhould have ha 
much ado to find Reaſons to juſtify you, if ſhe had not 
heard of the lamentable End of the King your Father, 
and ct the total Ruin of your Houſe. How deeply wa; 
ſhe concern'd in that woſul Story, and how many Teary 
did ſhe beſtow, both on the Misfortunes of Darius, and 
on the Fears of your being periſh'd with him! Ah! 
would it had pleaſed the Gods I had, (cried 1) not be. 
ing able to hear of that Diſcourſe without being aſnam'q 
and tranſported ; but within a while after I repented my 
ſelf, and believing that Wiſh offended my Princeſs, No, 
(faid I again) I ought not to defire Death, ſince I ougtt 
to live for Berenice; nor can I, without offending her, 
attempt or deſire any Thing againſt a Life whereof | 
have reſerv'd no Power to my ſelf. After theſe Words, 
T lent my Attention again to the advantageous Report he 
made me of my Princeſs's Remembrance; but J was not 
a little aſtoniſhed, when after that, he told me News 
of Prince Oroondates. Sir, (ſaid he) the King, ſince 
you went away, has heard part of his Son's Adventures, 
he knows the Abode he made with the King your Father, 
Lis Love to the Princeſs your Siſter, and the moſt re- 
markable Accidents that have befallen him ſince his De- 
parture. He got this Intelligence by ſome Spies he kept 
long in Peyfia, and ſhew'd moſt violent Reſentments at 
the News, but his Anger was raiſed to the utmoſt height, 
when he learn'd, that he had ſent to make Levies upon 
the Frontiers of this Kingdom, and that with them he 
had fought in the laſt Battel. He proteſted publickly 
that he would not pardon him thoſe Infidelities, ſo it was 
he call'd the Prince's Actions; and I think that the 
Queen, who upon the Incertainty of his Life, was already 

, forming 
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forming pretenſions for her Children, if the Gods ſhould 
oive her any, did not dilluade him from that Reſolution. 
Ta this Diſcourſe of Theodates, 1 found both matter 
Joy and of Affliction; for as I with much Contentmen 2 
receiv'd ſome Aſſurances ot my dear Brother's Life, and 
of the Affection which he {till preſery'd unto our Family, 
even in its lateſt Miſeries, ſo did I with a great deal of 
Sorrow learn, that the King perſiſted ſtill in his Hatred 
to us, and foreſaw the Difficulties it would produce in 
the Reconciliation I fo earneſtly deſired. Then Theo- 
gates entertain'd ine with Arſacomes's Perſecutions, abet- 
ted by the Queen's Authority, who making that ill Uſe 
oſſ the King's Paſſion to her, aſſiſted her Brother openly 
in that Delign, but with ſo little Succeſs in ſolliciting 
the Princeſs, that it did nothing but increaſe the Aver- 
| fon which ſhe had already to Ar/acomes, and which ſhe. 
expreſs'd to him upon all Occaſions. Afﬀeer this long 
Converſation, I let Theodates take his Reſt by reaſon of 
his Wounds ; and having paſled the Night on this man- 
ner, and Impatiency on my part, which is not eaſy for 
me to repreſent, I was no ſooner up in the Morning, but 
I had a mind to go to the Palace there to watch ſome Op- 
| portunity of ſeeing and diſcourſing with my Princeſs, 
Theodates, who knew how neceſſary he ſhould be to me 
in that Buſineſs, would needs accompany me thither for 
all his Wounds, which as light as they were, might have 
been ſufficient to have kept him a few Days in Bed. 
Fortune was as favourable to me as I could deſire, for I 
was hardly upon the Stairs, when CyZenia, who ſtaid for 
me at that Paſſage, feigning ſome Occaſion to talk with 
0 Theodates, told him, that when I had waited upon the 
king and Queen, the Princeſs would expect me without 
amy other Company but her, in the fame Arbour of the 
& Garden, where I had given her the firſt Knowledge of 
my true Name and Quay. Theodates having deliver'd 
me this Command, I ſtrove to make my Viſits as ſhort as 
poſſibly J could ; ſcarce had J receiv'd the King's firſt 
bind Salutes, when he fell into the Diſcourſe of the 
4 Prince his Son : Would you believe, (ſaid he) Arſaces, 
that that Son to whom J have born ſo tender an Aﬀec- 
ion, and in whom, upon very falſe Appearances, I had 
| | grounded 
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grounded all my Hopes, would have abandon'd me in 
my moſt preſſing Affairs, only to go over to my Enemies 
Party ? That he ſhould have fought againſt us with his 
own Hand, in a Battel where I was in Perſon ? That he 
ſhould have ſued to Darius s Daughter by baſe Ways, 
and ſuch as are unworthy of his Quality? and that he 
ſhould have been ſo inſolent as to raiſe Forces in my Do- 
minions in fayour of my mortal Enemy? Sir, (anſwered 
T) theſe Faults indeed would be very great, if your Ma- 
Jeſty did not alledge an Excuſe, for them your ſelf,” and 
if you knew not very well that Love is able to produce 
much ſtranger Effects. There is nothing but Love with- 
out queſtion that can excuſe the Prince your Son in what 
he has done againſt you; but mere Generoſity was 
enough to move him to aſſiſt Darius againſt Alexander, 
and your Majeſty may very well pardon him, if he in 
favour of a poor oppreſſed Prince, made uſe of ſome of 
your Forces againſt the Enemy of the whole World. 
Alexander is more dreadful to all Kings than Darius 
was; for, after hayving7made himſelf Maſter of all thoſe 
Territories that were his, he will certainly invade 
yours, and labour to extend his Dominion over all the 
Earth. wy, 


I know very well (replied the King) that you are. 


noble and generous, but Oroondates is not the leſs faulty 


becauſe you have the Goodneſs to excuſe, and he by his 
Deportments has rendred himſelf unworthy of the Care 


you take for his Juſtification, I | thought it not beſt to 


perſiſt in oppoſing the firſt brunt of the King's Diſplea- 


ſure, hoping that Time would have more Power to qua- 
Iify it than all the Reaſons I could have alledg'd ; and 
therefore I ſaid no more, but went to wait upon the 


Queen, who receiv'd me with great Civilities and Teſti- 


monies of acknowledgment for what I had done for her, 


and for her Brother; and when I was come out of the 


Chamber, I got looſe from all thoſe that accompanied us, 
and with no Body but Theodates went down into the Gar- 
den, where I was expected by my moſt adored Princeſs. 
I will not ſtand to repreſent the Effects which the Hope 
of ſo near a Happineſs produc'd in me, nor my Impati- 


Ency while I was going thro' the Alleys which lead me 
ing w. g 
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to that Arbour where all my Wealth was treaſur'd up- 


& You ſhall only know that I came thither, and that 1 
© found my Princeſs there according to her Promiſe, having 
no Body with her but CyZera ; you may imagine, that 
the firſt Thing I did was to caſt my ſelf at her Feet, and 
tat the Tranſport of my Paſhon tied my Tongue too faſt 
to afford me the Liberty to ſpeak for a long while. My 
E Princeſs broke Silence firſt, and conſtrain d me to rife 
and to fit down by her. The Gods be praiſed (ſaid ſhe 
with Tears, which a generous Compaſſion drew from her 
fair Eyes) the Gods be praiſed, ſince aſter ſo many Fears, 
and ſo many mortal Apprehenſions, they ſuffer me again 
to behold the deareſt Remainders of Darius's Family; 
© 1 wiſh I were able with the better part of my Blood to 


bring them back again from the Grave, whom the Wrath 


of Heaven hath taken away, and whoſe Loſs (perhaps) 
bath not coſt me fewer Tears than the Princeſſes your 
| Siſters ; but ſince J can do nothing for them but make 
{ unprofitable Wiſhes, I receive my dear Arſaces with as 


much Thankſulneſs as I owe to thoſe Powers that have 
reſtored him to me, and in his Perſon alone, I, without 


5 murmuring, limit all the Pretenſions I had to the greateſt 
Prince of all the World. 


My Princeſs brought forth theſe Words with ſo ſweet 


an Air, and ſo full of Compaſſion, that they wrought an 
extraordinary Tenderneſs in me, and tho' in thoſe glo- 
rious Moments, my ſad Remembrances were not able tp 
interrupt my Felicity, I could not forbear with my Sighs 
to accompany thoſe Tears that Pity made her ſhed, and 
taking the liberty to fix my Lips upon one of her fair 
Hands; IT have loſt nothing, Madam, (faid D I have 
loſt nothing, ſince Fortune, in depriving me of all that 


depended upon her, has not been able to rob me of what 


I without Compariſon, prefer before all ſhe could poſſi- 
| bly give me. 


'Tis true that Darius and the Queen my Mother, ars 


in their Graves; that my Siſters are Alexanders Captives ; 

that my Father's Dominions are in the Power of our Ene- 
mies; and that he, who at his Departure was able to 
| protelt to you that you were ſerv'd by a Prince who was 


Heir to a conſiderable Empire, cannot now appear before 
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you as other than as a Prince diſpoſſefled of his Inheri- 
rance, and as a Prince to whom Fortune hath left nothing 
but his Sword and his Ambition; but how light are al] 
theſe Lofles, fince they have not been able to make me 
loſe the Affections of my divineſt Princeſs, and how little 
ought I to bewail thoſe Empires the Gods have taken 
from me, if I conſider what your Goodneſs has conſerved 
for me? | | 

Yes, Madam, tis to your Goodnefs alone that I am in- 
debred for my Life and Fortune; and any other Body ef; 
good, and leſs generous than your ſelf, would not haye 
look' d upon this Change of my Condition, without a 
Change in her own Thoughts; nor have received this 
miſerable Exile, as a Prince, who yet may cheriſh his 
former glorious Hopes. I conſider you a a deal mote 
by your Virtue, (replied the Princcſs) and by the Quali- 
ties of your Perſon, than by the Extent ef thoſe Em- 
pires, which heretofore were the King your Father's; 
and if the Knowledge of your Birth was neceſlary to 
make me approve of your Affection, that is not loſt with 
your Dominions, nor has Fortune depriv'd you of any 
Thing that made me love you. 

That Change would be too baſe to ſtick one Minute 
in my Conceit, or to be ſo much as dreamt of by Oroen— 
dates Siſter ; therefore never make any Reflection upon 

a Thought that offends me, and it in my Perſeverance, 
you can find any matter of Conſolation, believe that you 
ſhall for ever have Reaſon to be comforted ; and that! 
to my Grave will preſerve thoſe Ipclinations, which only 
Artaxerxes's Perſon, and not the Conſideration of his 
Kingdoms, has introduc'd into my Heart. I was ſo ſweet- 
ly charm'd with thefe obliging Words, that they in an 
inſtant made me loſe the Remembrance of my Misfortunes, 
and falling once again at my Princeſs's Feet, I embraced 
her Knees, with Raptures which cannot be expreſſed but 
in the like Occaſtons. 

Let Alexander triumph over our Patrimony, (faid J) 
let him ſtretch his Dominions over all Aſia, nay, over all 


the Earth if he will, how little do I eſteem his Con- 


queſts, how lightly do J value his Fortune, in compart- 


he 


ſon of mine, and how freely do I give up to him all that 
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ne has unjuſtly taken from me, provided he leave me but 
berenice? my Condition is a thouſand times more glo- 
& ;ious at her Feet, than upon that Throne from whence 
mine Enemies have caſt me; and if I ever take up Arms 
againſt them, it ſhall be only to Revenge my Friends, 
and to make my ſelf more worthy of my Princeſs's Aﬀec- 
tions. I ſhould have ſaid more, if Berenice, forcing me 
once again to riſe, had not interrupted me, to put me 
upon that Diſcourſe of what I had done the Day before 
bor her Deliverance, and for the Safety of the King her 


re 3 Father. She extoll'd that Action in Terms full of a 2 
2 Acknowledgment; and ſeeing ſne was going to enlarge 
s ber ſelf in Thanks, Ceaſe, Madam, (ſaid I) ceaſe to 


is > thank Arſaces, for what he did for Arſaces ; Tis for Arſa- 
+ comes to return me ſome few Thanks for his Safety, tis 
ſor Stratonice, and for the King to preſerve ſome Memory 


- 

. % of it, but Berenice is no way ingag'd to me, fave only 
„by that part which her Goodneſs makes her take in my 
o Intereſts, for what I have done to my own Advantage. 
1 © Twas only from Arſaces, that Cydaris would have ſtolen 
na) Berenice, and ſince that ſne approves my Hopes, 


tis only for Arſaces that I have reſcued her. That un- 
= worthy Rival ought not to have died by any other Hand 
but mine, and it my Princeſs ought to keep any other 
Remembrance of this Adventure, tis only that ſhe faw 
Atſaces do better than Arſacomes, for the Defence of his 
Pretenſions, and for the Safety of the King her Father; 
it would have been one of the moſt ſenſible Vexat ions 1 
could have ſufler'd (faid the Princeſs) it the Succour we 
E receiv'd from you had come from the Hand of Arſacomes. 
Dis only to Artaxerxes that I will be oblig'd, both for 
the Safety of my Friends, and of mine own particular 
© Lite, I ſay my Life; for tho' perhaps thoſe Enemies had 
| no Deſign againſt it, I ſhould account it an indifferent 
Thing to fall into the Arms of Death, or into the Arms 
of any other beſides Artaxerxes. I give you this Aſſu- 
france with Truth, (continued the Princeſs, ſeetng me 
& tranſported with Joy at this Diſcourſe) and you have Rea- 
| fon to believe, that 'tis only for your ſelf alone that you 
have reſcued Berenice; nay further, I will proteſt to you 
by all that i; deareſt to me, that the Sorrows which your 
; 1 0871 | Abſence, 
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T is true, my faireſt Princeſs, that being 
oblig'd to this Recital by the Command 
of my dear Brother, I have declared to 
this illuſtrious Company the Teſtimonies 
you gave me of your Affection; but they 
are not ignorant that 'twas to the Remem- 
brance of Oroondates, you granted what could never be 
due to the Services, or Perſon of Artaxerxes, and that 


made you look upon the Paſſion of his dear Friend and 

Brother, more advantageouſly than you would have done 

upon that of the Prince of Perſia. » 
he 


rue signs I receiv'd of the continuance of my Prin- 
ess good Will, (purſued Arſaces, turning towards Oro- 
©8,:dates, and the reſt of the Company) were ſo precious to 
ne, that I really believ'd I had no Reaſon to complain 
| F&oainft Heaven, which did ſo fully recompence me for 
Ade Loſs of thoſe Empires it had depriv'd me of; and be- 
I ng, by my Princeſs's Orders, retir d with this Know- 
edge to the Lodgings that were appointed for me in the 
Palace, I employ'd the reſt of that Day, in confidering 
hat the Greatneſs from whence I was fallen, had not in 
| Its moſt pompous Luſtre, had any Thing comparable to 
Iny preſent Felicity, It belongs to none but the Gods, 
aide) to do miraculous Actions, and as great, and 
powerful as they are, they could not make me Amends 
Mor the Greatneſs of my Loſſes, but by the Greatneſs of 
K hat Fortune to which they now have raiſed me; havin 
taken from me whatſoever they could give me of molt 
preat, and of moſt beautiful, and in ſhort, they give me 
Prhatſocver they could take away, they give me all that 
could defire, and more than I could lawfully hope for; 
et them beſtow the Empires of Aſia, and of Europe on 
rhom they pleaſe, provided they leave but Berenice to 
Jortunate Arſaces, he will never accuſe them of Injuſti-e, 
but will without Envy behold the abſolute Authority of 
thoſe Maſters of the whole Earth. Theſe really were 
my Thoughts, and Fortune (who by ſuch glorious To- 
kens made me believe ſhe meant to declare her ſelf in 
my Favour,) forſook me not in thoſe beginnings, but 
made all Things contribute to the Happineſs ſhe had pro- 
eured me, That Service I had done the King, finding 
him prepoſſeſſed with ſome good Opinion of me, and with 
ſome Affection to me, wrought preſently the moſt power- 
ful Effect one could have hoped for by it, from the moſt 
grateful Prince in the World; and if in my former Jour- 
rey! had been held in ſome Confideration at Court, this 
Waſt Action, added to the Inelination which the King had 
ready toward me, raiſed me there to ſuch a Credit, that 
co repreſent it to you in a few Words, I may truly ſay, 
bat within one Month, Arſacomes had no Advantage 
over me; and had it not been for the Power of the 
Queen, I ſhould without diſpute have held the firſt Place 
7% ; In 
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in the King's Eſteem and Affection. Tis true, I Iabourd 
not to make my ſelf great by Offices, and Employments, 
for, having Thoughts very tar diſtant from thoſe, I way 
ſatisfied with cauling that to be given to others (as much 
as I could without abuſing the King's Favour towards 
me) which Men who had been Slaves to an Ambition dif. 
{crent from mine, would perhaps have kept for their own 
ſelves. This manner of Carriage, added to the good 
Fortune I had at that time, gain'd me a reaſonable good 
Number of Friends in the Court, and I did ſo little treſ. 
paſs upon their Friendſhip, or upon the Compliance which 
my Condition oblig'd them to render me, that amongſt 
them all, I never obſerv'd any one to grow cold toward 
me, or diſcontented. Arſacomes envied my Fortune, but 
he durſt not croſs it openly, remembring that he was in- 
debted to me for his Life ; and the Queen his Siſter, who 


had the ſame Obligation, and who was an extreme cun- 


ning and politick Princeſs, would not thwart the King's 
Inclinations, which ſhe knew to be very potent toward 
me. As Arſacomes's Envy of me was nouriſh'd in him 
by certain Conſiderations, ſo my Averſion to him was 
increafed by divers others; and though I could not love 
him, becauſe he was my Rival, and a Rival very trouble. 


ſom to my Princeſs, yet durſt I not expreſs my Enmity, 


for fear of diſcovering the Cauſe of it ; and *rwas with a 


ſtrange Conſtraint J ſuffer'd his daily, publick Demonſtra- 


tions of Love to the Daughter of his King. I found ſome 
Conſolation indeed in her Behaviour towards him, and 
every Day obſerv'd with Joy, that his Preſumption could 
not be more juſtly recompenced than it was by her. She 
never gave him an obliging Word, ſhe never did any 
Action that was favourable to him, and ſo carefully 
avoided all Occaſions of bcing alone with him, that he 


could never entertain her but in Company; he being o 


a haughty, impetuous Humour, this often made him over- 


ſhoot himſelf, but not having utterly loſt his Judgment, - 


he ſtrove to moderate his Reſentments by his Siſter's Ad- 
vice, and remembring he was the King of Scythia's Sub- 
jet, he conſidered, that if the Cauſes of his Fortune 
ſhould come to ceaſe, he might fall from his Authority, 


and be in a Condition to ſuffer the Puniſhment due to his 
Inſolence. 
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Inſolence. The Example of Cydaris was freſh in his Me- 
mory, and tho' he could not abaſe himſelf ſo low as to 
car a Deſtiny like his, yet that Remembrance was enough 
to make ſome Impreſſion on his Mind. Tho' Arſacomes 
was ill ſatisfied with Berenice, IJ for my part had all man- 
ner of Reaſon to acknowledge her Goodneſs ; and fince 
© ſhe gives me leave, to ſtrain a point of Diſcretion, to 
publiſh my Advantages, I may tell you, that I never 
* wiſh'd more Happineſs than I truly poſſeſſed at that time; 
and that my adored Princeſs did in my Favour, ſlacken 
the Rein to all thoſe Teſtimonies of Affection I could de- 
fire from ſo ſublime a Virtue, Yet were they all limited 
to Words alone, and to the Endeavours ſhe uſed to afford 
me all the Means ſhe could to ſee her, and Diſcourſe with 
her at Liberty. . 
That was not very hard for her to do; for in the Con- 
dition I then ſtood with the King, and in the Belief the 
Sqthians had, that ſhe was oblig'd to me for her Safety, 
and perhaps for her Honour, fince the time that I had reſ- 
cued her out of the Hands of the treacherous Princeſs of 
the Tauro-Scythians, no Body thought — that ſhe al- 
How'd me entrance into her Chamber, and ſufter'd my 
Company when ſhe went Abroad. CyZenia aſſiſted me in 
[thoſe Occaſions, with an Affection for which J ſhall be 
indebted to her as long as I live, and my dear Theodates 
had facrificed himſelf wholly to my Intereſts, True it 
i that in my Encounters I had endeavoured to repay 
him part of the good Offices I receiv'd from him, by 
others which I did him to the King, and that I made that 
Prince better acquainted with his Virtues, than he had 
been formerly; but beſides thoſe Opportunities whereby 
[1 ſtrove to teſtify my Friendſhip, another offer'd it felf, 
wherein I was not uſeleſs to him. He became paſſionate- 
ly in Love with the Princeſs Theomiris, the Daughter of 
Prince Carthaſis the King's Brother, an excceding fair and 
virtuous Lady, and moſt dearly belov'd of Berenice, who 
belides nearneſs of Blood, thought her ſelf oblig'd to 
bear her a great deal of good Will, by the Knowledge 
ſhe had of her excellent Qualities. Theodates was not 
only conſiderable in Shia by his Birth and Virtue, but 


was alſo extraordinary Handſom, and well might gain 
. the 
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the Affections of that Princeſs, without any other Afl. 
Rances ſave that of his own Merit; but I too dearly 
preſerv'd the Memory of what I ow'd him, to negled 
any Occaſion to require it, and as ſoon as his Paſſion was 
known to me, I employ'd all the Credit I had with my 
Princeſs, to make her uſe all the Intereſt ſhe had with 
Theomiris, Berenice receĩv'd my Interceſſion without an 

Repugnance, and being of her ſelf moſt ready to oblige 
Theodates, ſhe labour'd to advance bis Suit with a great 
deal of Goodneſs, and with a great deal of Succeſs. In 
the mean time the King's Favour towards me, increaſed 
from Day to Day, and tho' the Prince was ever govern'd 
by his own Motions, rather than by the Counſel of ny 
about him, and that he never gave his Favourite ſo much 
Power over his Mind, but that he ever kept firm to his 
own Reſolutions, he ſeem'd then to have receded from 
his Maxims in favour of me, and that even in the moſt 
important Affairs, he had a greater Opinion of my Ad- 
vice, than he had ever had 1 any other Body's. I will 
have the Scythians honour Arſices, (ſaid he) both as the 
braveſt, moſt valiant of all Men living, (they were the 
Terms which his Affection made him unjuſtly uſe) and as 
he to whom they owe the Safety of their King, and of 
all the Royal Family. Not being contented with many 
conſiderable Gifts, which he heap'd upon me every Day, 
he to his former Liberalities, and to the exceſſive Riches 
he had already beſtow'd upon me, would needs add the 
Provinces which Cydaris and his Brother had loſt, when 
they loſt their Lives, and which, by their traiterous, hor- 
rible Attempt, return'd unto the Crown, their Attain- 
der having excluded all the Survivers of their Houſe 
from any lawful Pretenſions to them. I durſt not oppoſe 
his Liberaliries, for fear of angring him, and of giving 
him Suſpicion of my true Quality, by ſecming to contemn 


them. He had often times been offended with the little 


Reckoning I made of Preſents of that Nature, and by the 
Advice of the Princeſs her ſelf, I would not put my felf 
in hazard of diſpleaſing him. 7heodates confirm'd we in 
that Reſolution, and when he preſſed me moſt earnclily 
to it, Dear Theodates, (ſaid I) I will not accept of this 
Province, but upon Condition, that you will _ it 

rom 
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| from me when I am once in a Capacity to offer it you, 


aud that (continued I ſmiling) ſhall be the Ranſom = 
zur Priſoner, it the Gods permit kim not to ſatisfy 

better. 7 codntes, who kuew how to deipiſe that Nee 
of Riches, anfwered me very gereroully, and by the 


| King's Example, began to call me the Priuce of the Tauro- 
; Schr Hian - but t/ en had hardly given me that Name, 
uhen it was know! in Court, I thould not bear that 
; Tirle « ithout diſpute, for News came thither that Ama- 
ſs, ue younger Brother to Cyaaris, and be with whom 
: BaLGAamis had threatned us with w 54 ne dic hs Had degun 
ö to eXECUTE PTC of choſe Menaces , and aft er havin 8 hen 


a while conceal'd in that Province, to make a Party, 


RAG revy he preten 10C3 cicher to bevy enge the Death of 


his Brothers, or to kee Polletiinn of thoſe Territories 


| which had belong'd to bis Femily, he had at laſt perſua- 
ded the Jaso- Scythiai's to ris and having undcr falſe 
and ſpecious Preterces made their Neighbours the Aga- 
| tirfars take up Arms with them, had got an Army toce- 
ther of above fitty thouſand Men, w herewith he prepar'd 


binſelt to enter into th neareſt Provinces, either to get 


them to revolt with him, or to uſe all Acts of Hoſtility 


againſt them. 
As ſoon as the Noiſe of this Inſurrection was come to 


Icon, and that the King had receiv'd the certainty of 


it, he, without being troubled, began diligently to pro- 


vide thoſe Remedies that were needful, and ſummoning 
the neareſt Troops, whereof he could compoſe an Army, 


was pleaſcd that I ſhould have the Honour to Command 


them: not but that among his own Subjects he might 


bare made a better Choice, yet whether it were that bis 


Affection to me gave him too adyantageous an Opinion of 


my Suthcicncy, or that having given me that Province, 


| he belicy'd me to be more e 'd in the Preſervation 


of it than any Body clſe, ſo it is that he prefcrr'd me 


for that Einployment, before thoſe that ſued to him for 


it. 

1 know not how to preſent to you in what manner I 
recciv'd it. On the one ſide, I was not a little ſatisfied 
to find ſo remarkable an Occaſion, to deſerve thoſe Fa- 
vours the King couferr'd upon mc, and to eftabliſh my 


ſelf 
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ſelf more and more, by the Services I hop'd to do hin, 
in that Affection which was ſo necellary for me, both tg. 
ward the Accompliſhment of my Happineſs with here 
nice, and toward the Means of recovering, with part of 
mine Honour, ſome part alſo of Dar/::s's Empires; but 
on the other {ide I was not leſs afflicted to go from Bere. 
nice; and tho' I foreſaw not that that Abſence would be 
of * long continuance as it prov d, I could not reſolye 
upon it without a moſt ſenſible Grief, Bur there was 
Neceſſity of it, and in that Sorrow, I met with fone 
Conſolations, which did in part abate its Violence, We 
ſhall fight for the King of Scythza, (ſaid I) it has pleaſe 
Fortune that we have not been uſeleſs to his Service al. 
ready, but when we ſhall have let him fee how we an 
lead an Army for his Intereſts, perhaps he will not refuse 
to give us another for the Defence of our own, and that 
by the Importance of the Services we ſhall do him, we 
may blot chat Hatred out of his Mind, which ſtill conti. 
nues in it againſt the Remnant of Darias's Family. Go 
then, Arſaces, ſince ſo many Reaſons oblige thee to it 
go conquer the reſt of thoſe that would have murdered 
the King, and violently have ſtollen away Berenice; and 
if thou canſt not part with that Princeſs without Sor. 
row, ſweeten at leaſt that Sorrow by the Knowledge 
thou haſt, that thou art going to fight for her Father, that 
thou art going to fight tor her, and that thou art going 
to fight ior thy ſelf. 

With this kind of Diſcourſe I took Comfort in the 
Trouble which that Abſence was preparing for me, and 
in the interim told the King that I would endeavour, by 


the Hazard of all my Blood, to make my ſelf worthy of 


the Employment he gave me, and either would return 
victorious over his Enemies, or elſe not return at all, 
I doubt not (ſaid the King) but that you are certain of 
the Victory, and that they "muſt be neither Rebels no! 
Traitors that can reſiſt the Valour of Arſaces. In the 
zan time, my Departure was haſten'd with all poſſible 
Diligence, and every Day till then, I had the Happincb 
to ſee, and to entertain my Princeſs, If I dare take the 
Liberty to ſay fo, her Grict ſeem'd little leſs than mine, 
nor did the ſce me ready to go i ito Dangers, without 
ſhe wins 


Book III. CASSANDRA 143 


ewing a Senſibility, that was more ſweet, and more obli- 
ging to me, than all the Honours and Gifts of Provinces 
Which I receiv'd from the King her Father; but ſhe 


| {ound ber Conſolations in mine, when I repreſented thoſe 


Advantagas to her, wherewith the Cruelty of that Ab- 
Cnce was to be allayed. Theodntes would not have let 


> go without him, but knowing his Quality, and that 
after the Employments he had formerly had, he could not 
march in an Army without Commanding it, or doing 
bimſelf a great deal of Wrong, I oppoſed his friendly In- 
| tention, and intreated him to continue at Court to ſerve 
Heomiris, and to ſerve me alio with Berenice, ſince he 
was the only Man from whom I could receive any Aſſi- 
| Hance in that Buſineſs. They were theſe laſt Conſidera- 
| tions that made him yield to it, his Fricndſhip to me 
making him deſpiſe the frſt. The Night before my De- 
| parture being come, 1 recciv'd Orders from the King, and 
took my leave ol him, which he gave me not without 
| ſome Tears, nor without ſuch Endearments, as thoſe that 
; were neareſt to him could hardly hope for from him. 
| Go, Arſaces, (ſaid he) go quell our Enemies, reſtore 


Quictneſs to the Province which your Virtue has given 
you, and teitity to the remoteſt Sch thians, that tis only 
to the gallanteſt of all Mortals, their King is indebted 


for his Safety. Yet have a care of a Liſe which is very 
| dear to us, and think not ſo much of conquering, but 


that you may alſo think of bringing Aces home to us 


again. I ſhall conquer, Sir, (rephed 1) ſince your Ma- 
jeſty commands me to do ſo; and the remoteſt Scythians 
ſhall know, 'tis the victorious Sword of their King, ra- 
ther than the Hand of Arſaces, that puniſhes them for 


their Perfidiouſneſs, Aſter I had left the King, I gave 
the remainder of the Day to the viſits of my Friends, and 
when Night was come, my Princeſs had the Goodneſs to 
permit me to paſs part of it in her Chamber, with Theo- 
dates, and Cy//enia. It would be very hard for me to 
repeat all the Piſcourſes to you which we had at that Se- 
faration, and as they took up many Hours, leſs time 
would not be neceſſary to tell you them. My Princeſs, 
(ut of an Excefs of Goodneſs, was atliicted at my Depar- 
ute, and by the ſame Goodneſs, ſhe comforted her ſelf 
and 
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and me with hope of the Fruit I ſhould reap by this Rx. 
pedition. I go, Madam, (ſaid I) to labour tor the Re. 
poſe of Sc)thia, and for my own ; that Hope alone ſwee. 
tens the Violence cf my Gref, and at this Separation, 
I ſhould not be to be conftorted, it I did not believe, 
that Heaven ſeparates us, only 02 re- unite us the more 
firmly. It cannot fayour me with its Athitance, in the 
en ploynent the King gives we, without advancing my 
Happilieſs, and u Hen che Rug mall know am the Son 
of Dau, he vill perhars remember I have done ſome. 
thing for his Service. | 

Upon that Ren.emvrance, next to yours my lovely 
Princeſs, my whole Fortune weill depend, and ſince! 
leave it totally at your Feet, tis Bt your Feet 1 hope to 
find it at my Retvr:, bet 'tis only to your Goourels that 


I ought to recommend .t 3 yes, tairclt Priaceſs, only 1 
your Goodneſs, and ſince you have been generous enough WF ; 
to receive the baiiith'd, the undone, the miſcrable Ara 
ces as Prince Artaxerxes, you will alſo w1chout doubt be 

gencrous enough to malntcln him in the glorious Condi- A t 
tion to which you have raiſed him ; this Hope not only : 
ſfweetens all my Sorrows, but makes me lock without ] 


< FY iis (<>. of 
„ 
N 


Envy upon Alexander's Victories, and would make ne 9 
find Advantages in my Lofles, if I had not ſome Com. | 
paſtion of my Friends, and if my Reputation were not « 


i 
9 intereſted in their Fall. Preſerve that for me therefore, 1 f 
1 my divine Princeſs, which Arſacomes, which Stratonie WW t. 
be! would cruelly take from me, and remember, that I ca- y 
+ not yield my Pretenſions to them, nor to any Body in 1, 
1 j the World, without quitting my Lite together Wich then. o 
. Have a care of your ſelf (replied the Princeſs) that you MW th 
may as well preſerve your ſelf for Berenice, as you delire (i ot 
ſhe ſhould preſerve her ſelf totally for you; and do you W gi 
reſiſt the unjuſt Motions of your Courage, as well as ſhe W fn 
will reſiſt the Tmportunities of Arſacomes, and Stratonice. WF 
It yorr Remembrance of me make you more wary in © 
Fight, and if my Intereſt make you go into — with ve 
more Moderation than you ar2 wont; I'll combate here fo 


for you with all the Aſſurance, and all the Succeſs you 
can deſire. In this, Arſaces, I ſhall follow my own li. 


cl:inations as much as your Recommendation, but remen 
ber 


8 
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ber that I will beobey'd in what I demand of you, and 
that I ſhall be ſufficiently afflicted by your Abſence, 
without being tormented with the Fears of the Peril you 
are in. 

My Princeſs accompanied theſe Words with many 
others no leſs obliging, and by thoſe ſweet Marks of 
my Felicity, ſhe made me know, that nothing but m 


Departure hindred me from being the moſt fortunate of 


all Men living. I took leave of her, with effects of 
Grief which all my Conſtancy could not hinder, and 
before I went out of her Chamber, I received a Scarf 
from her, part of which ſhe had wrought with her own 
Hand, and with which I believed I ſhould be invincible 
againſt the moſt valiant Enemies. At laſt I was fain to 
depart, and being retir'd with my dear Theotates, I ſpent 
almoſt all the reſt of the Night in recommending my Life 
and Fortune to him, which next to Berenice, I left in no 
other Hands but his. | 

By break of Day, my Lodging was full of Perſons 
that came to bid me Farewel, and of the chief Officers of 
the Army that were to go along with me; I took my 
leave of thoſe, and put my ſelf at the Head of theſe, who 
generally expreſſed their Joy for the Employment that 
was given me, and made me ſec, that for all I was a 
Stranger, I had gain'd their Affections enough to hope 
for a great deal of good Will and Obedience amongſt 
them. I anſwered the Offers they made me of their Ser- 
vice, with all the Civility I could poſſibly, and endea- 
vour'd to carry my ſelf toward them as Ar/aces, whom 
only the King's Favour had raiſed above them, rather 
than as Artaxerxes, who once was Heir to the Empire 
of Aſia. This manner of Behaviour perfected the win= 
ning of their Affections, and they march'd with a Satis- 
tation, whereat I my ſelf had Cauſe to be very well 
ſatisfied. IT will not here make a particular Relation of 
the Number of the Forces I commanded ; They were the 
very ſame, Brother, wherewith you afterward went to 


fight againſt Zopirio, and by the muſter of them, which 


I made two Days March from Iſedon, I found they conſi- 
ſted of forty thouſand Horſe, drawn out of many ſeve- 


ral parts of Scythia. The Scythians you know ſeldom 
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uſe Foot, and never draw forth any but upon thoſe Ex. 
peditions, wherein they meant to employ their utmoſt 


Strength. 
We made very great Marches directly to Mount Toy. 


rug, and tho? I knew not thoſe Countries, I had Men 


with me who were acquainted even with the moſt un- 


uſual Paſlages, and by the former Voyage J made with 


the Schihians under Theodates, I had fo well learn'd their 
Cuſtoms, and their manner of Fighting, that I was no 
more troubled amongſt them, than I ſhould have becn 
amongſt the Perſians, The King had given me divers 


Per ſons of Quality and Command, but amongſt tl them all, 


he that I made moſt Account of, was the 900d old Cleo- 
1 Araxes's Father, whom TI bad —— demand— 
ed of him, and whom I lov'd exccedinglys both for the 
Conſideration of his Son whom 1 had know n, and eſtcem- 
ed in Per/ia, and for that of his own Virtue. Beſides 
that his Quality was conſiderable in Scythia, he was much 
to be valued tor his Perſon, and there were but few $Sol- 
diers in the Kingdom that had more Experience than he, 


or a more perfect Knowledge in Matters of War. And 


indeed I preterr'd his Counſel before all the reſt, and 
gave him the Employment of greateſt Conſequence, III 
Morten the Recital of this W ar, as much as conveniently 


J can, and only tell you the moſt remarkable Events of. 


it. We arriv'd at the Frontiers of the Taztro- -Scythians 
without difficulty; but when we would have entred, 
we found it defended by ſome Troops which Amaſss had 
left to guard it. The Number of Men was not great, 
but the Places were very advantageous tor them, , and 
that was it which put us to ſome Trouble in conquering 
them, and made us loſe ſome Men about it. Yet did we 
overcome thoſe firſt Obſtacles, and after a ſharp 3 
ter remain'd Maſters of the Field, by the Death of all 

thoſe that defended it, who never turn'd their Backs, nor 
ever demanded Quarter, The Entry into this Province 
being free by this firſt Succeſs, we advanc'd in reaſona- 
ble good Order toward the Town, near which Amaſis lay 
incemp'd; but I found that War would not caſily be 
brought to a Concluſion, and by the firſt Judgment hi 
had Peel able to make ot Men of that Nation, I 


conjectured 
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conjectured that they would defend all their Places to the 
utmoſt, and that that Expedition would prove much lon- 
er than had been imagined. Scarce had we made a 
Day's March toward Amaſis, when we heard he was 
coming to meet us; and having fancied, that the Know- 
Icdge of the Country, and their being freſh, would give 
his Mcn the Advantage over Troops tired out with 
marching, he deſired nothing but to give us Battel. I 
praiſea the Gods tor that happy torwaruing of our Inten- 
tions, and told my Companions that we could not with 
for any thing more advantageous than the Occaſion of 
putting a ſpcedy End to the War, which by other Means 
our Enemies might draw out in length. 1 found them 
all as reſolute, and as confident as J could dchre ; but 
ſceing that the Forces I had to lead were a King's whoſe 
Aﬀection I endeavoured to keep, and that upon the Suc- 
ceſß of that Day depended the beginning of that Reputa- 
tion T hop'd to gain wich him, and with it the Eſtabliſh- 
ment and Repoſe of my whole Lite, I was not willing 
raſnly to hazard Matters ot that Importance, but refol- 
ved to ſecx our Advantages, in all the Counſels Prudence 


could afford us. When we were certain that Amaſis was 
advancing towards us with all the haſte he could, and 
with a firm Reſolution to give us Pattel; Let us put 
them to the whole Trouble (ſaid I to my chief Comman- 
ders) and let him weary his Men to come up to us, while 
ue chuſe a Place to fight in that may be for our Advan- 
tage, and there we'll reſt our Men and Horſes, all the 
\ time that our Enemies are marching thither. This Coun- 
| {cl being approv'd of, we incamped in a fair Plain, and 
having a long Hill upon our Right-hand, and a little Ri- 
ver behind us, we leſt the Front, and the left Flank open 
do the Enemies approach. 


Scarce had we reſted there two Days, which were 


ſpent in necellary Preparations, when our Scouts brovglit 
| us Intelligence that Amaſis was coming to Quarter that. 
Nigbt within a hundred Furlongs of us, and that the 
next Day he would oſter us Battel. This News wrought 
nothing in the Courage of our Troops, but a generon:; 
| impaticace, and an ardent Deſire to have a Bout with 
| tote daring Rebels: They ſhew'd a thouſand Signs of 
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it, and in the interim, I was careſul to forget nothin 
that belong'd to my Charge, and ſpent the whole Time 
I had remaining, to put all Things in the order we could 
deſire. Cleoreftes took off much of that Trouble from 
me, and with him Le&aris, Mazertes, Amiſoras, and ma- 
ny others, in whom for their Experience and Valour, [ 
had a great deal of Confidence. The Report our Scouts 
had brought in prov'd very true, for the Enemies Army 
incamp'd ſo near us that Day, that in the Night time our 
foremoſt Troops heard their Shouts, and diſcover'd ſome 
of their Fires. As ſoon as Day began to appear, the 
Scythiars made all the Plain to eccho with the Sound of 
their Inſtruments, and the Officers, buſying themſelves 
diligently about the Orders I had given them, drew up 
their Squadrons according to the Scythian Diſcipline, 
Their Form was exceeding terrible; and of all the 


Soldiers I ever ſaw, never did I meet with any 


that prepared themſelves to fight with a Confidence 
like theirs. I wore a Suit of Arms that Day which the 


King had given me at my Departure, the Work of them 


was excellent, and the Matter very rich; but Berenices 


Scarf was my moſt pompous Ornament, Having learn'd 


in part what Order our Enemies kept with their Troops, 


I drew mine into three Bodies, whereot I took the firit 


my ſelf, and gave the two others to Clenreffes and Mazen- 
zes, and when they were all in a Readineſs, I rode bare- 
headed along the Front of every Diviſion, and employ'd 
all the Eloquence the Gods had given me, to repreſent 
all the Reaſons that might animate them to the Battel, 
My Speech was not without Effect, for by good Fortune 


J had ſo gain'd the Hearts both of Othcers and Soldicrs, 


that they cried out aloud I ſhould lead them to the Ene- 
my, and that they fear'd not to be overcome, while they 
fought under Arſaces, Seeing them ſo gallantly reſolved, 
I would not retain them longer, but covering my Head 
with a Cask overſhadowed with white Plumes, and with 
a Horſe-Tail which fell upon my Shoulders, I arm'd my 
Left-hand with a weighty Shield, and my Right with a 
couple of Javelins, and putting wy ſelf at the Head of 
my Battalion, march'd toward the Enemies, when they. 
were already png to advance. The Interview ot 


the two Arinies cauſed a dreadful Noiſe of Voices 7 
Tniifl 
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jnſtruments, but when after we had encourag'd them for 
the laſt time, we gave them the liberty to charge, they 
cloſed with an Impetuouſneſs which admits of no Com- 
pariſon, The Enemy had but little Infantry as well as 
we, and ſo the Fight was equal between the Armies: 
for tho' that of our Enemies was ſtronger than ours in 
Number of Men, ours was juſtified by the Goodneſs of 
its Cauſe, and by the Valour of many gallant Officers I 
had with me. The Body I commanded did ſo well, as 
it preſently broke thro” that which was before us, and 
having routed all the Squadrons ct it, we, after a great 
deal of Execution, got as far as their Baggage. The 
Seythians would have fallen to plunder, but I torbad them 


l till after the clear Tine of the Battel, and it Was very 


happy J did ſo, for ſcarce had we obtain'd that Adyan- 
tage, when we heard that Aiatertes's Battalion had given 


back, before that which Amaſis commanded in Perſon, 


and dbat our Enemies General had gaind an Advantage 
little different from ours. 
This News made us face about towards them that ſtood 
in need of our Aſſiſtance, and leaving thoſe we had de- 
feated at liberty cither to fly or rally, we went to fly 
upon conquering Amaſis with a Fury which he could not 


* 


eafily withſtand, If I did not fear to offend Modeſty, 1 


| ſhould ſay, that the- powerful Intereſt which guided 


me in that Combate made me do Things that are not ordi- 


| nary, and that peradventure I contributed ſomething to- 
ward the winning of that Battel. Magentes, who was 
| not utterly defeated, recovered Courage at our arrival, 
| and while Cleoreſtes with his Body made good our Advan- 
| tage againſt him that was to oppoſe him, we gave Amaſis 
| fo ſmart and fo fortunate a Charge, that we quickly raiſed 
| our Party again. All the Forces drew inſenſibly to that 
Place, and 'twas with a great deal of Blood, and with 
the Death of many thouſand Men that the Victory was 
| there diſputed, I animated our valiant Warriors the 
| moſt that poſſibly I could, and aſter having told them 
| what they ow'd to their Honour, to the Service of their 


King, and to their own Safety, which by Reaſon of the 


River that was at their Back they could not hope for 
| otherwiſe than by Victory, I endeavoured to incite them 
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to it by my Example, and not ſparing to hazard my Life 
in their Preſence, I, by the Confidence I ſhew'd, oblig'd 
them to ſecond me generouliy. I did not ſtrive to meet 


with Anaſis, for remembring that two of the three Bro- 


thers bad been ſlain by my Hand already, 1 ſought no: 
an Occaſion to ſhed the remainder ct the Blood of that 
Houſe. | 
Why ſhould T hold you any longer? Aſter we had 
fought long and vigoroviiy, the Victory declared it {if 
for our Party, and Amaſis knowing that Fortune was con- 
trary to him, fac d about with ſome of his Men, and by 
Flight, ſought cither for his own Safety, or for the Means 
cf fighting another time. In the laſt Rout the Slaughter 
was very great, and the ScytÞians, who naturally lore 
Flood, and who ſeldom ſpare their Enemies, committed 
Cruelties which in many Places it was impoſlible for me 
to hinder : Yet did I do all I could, and where I chanc'd 
to come it was not without Succeſs, Our Victory was 
ſo abſolute, that of fifty thouſand Men, whereof the 
Enemies Army was compoſed, there were thirty thoufand 
{lain upon the Place, and we loſt not above two thouſand 
of ours. | 

Aſter the Event of this Pattel, a little Town which 
was not many Furlongs from us, open'd its Gates with- 
out Reſiſtance, and there we retreſhed our ſelves for a 
tw Days, dreſſed our wounded Men, and put our Forces 
again in order to proſecute the Victory. I had received 
ſome Hurts, but ſuch light ones, that I kept not my Bcd 
above four or five Days. Our Army was incamped neat 
the Walls, and all the principal Officers, with the wound- 
ed Soldiers, were lodg'd within the Town, where care 
was taken for Victual, and for neceſſary Subſiſtance. ! 
then had Reaſon enough to be ſatisfied with my Fortune, 
and that happy beginning of my Armaadvanc'd my De— 
ſigns, and raifed my Hopes enough to ſmother part of my 
Diſcontents ; but the Image of my Princeſs was ever pre- 
fent to my Remembrance, and all the Joy I could taſte 
by my Victory, was ſtrongly moderated by my Trouble 
for her Abſence. I had no Body with me to whom! 
durſt impart my Thoughts, and tho" I knew the Aﬀec- 


tion of Criton, who had not forſaken me, and that I had | 
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a great deal of Confidence in ſome Servants J had recei- 
ved from Theodates, yet had I not enough in either to ac- 
quaint them with my Love, or with my Quality, for 
theſe were Secrets of too great Importance, to declare 
them to any Body but Theoaates and Gena. Yet had 
I then a fair Occaſion to write to my Princefs, and being 
oblig'd to give the King an Account of the happy Iſſue 
of that Battel, and of the Condition of our Affairs in 
that Province, I would not give that Commiſſion but to 
one of thoſe faithtul Servants 7heodares had put to me, 
and having commanded him not to deliver the Letter 1 
wrote to that dear Friend, till he were alone with him, 
I ſcal'd up that to my Princeſs within ir, having had trial 
cnough of that Man's Affection, to truſt him as far as that 
came to. I writ our Victory to the King ina few Words, 
having given the Meſlenger Initructions to inform him 
more at large, and ſent nothing to Theotates but new Pro- 
teſtations of Friendſhip, and Recommendations of my 
Fortune; but the Vetter to my Princeſs, it I can remem- 


ber it, was in theſe Terms: 


A. ſaces to the Princeſs Berenice. 


"* O burn for yort, to be at ſo great a Diſtance from yo, 
aud to fear inceſſantly to loſe you, ao you think, fair 
Princeſs, that theſe are ligbi Afictions to poor Arſaces, and 
that lis Love, bis Abſence, and bis Apprehenſtons, are not 
capable to give him that . Death, hich he has not found 
amonoſt your Enemies Swords, becauſe your Will ordained 
Lim to acoid it? For Love, the Gods forbid I fond complain 
of it, it does, and quill ever make my moſt glorious Condi- 
tion For Abſence my Duty obliges me to bear it, and it 7s 
by ſerving her Father that 1 ought io make my ſelf <vorthy of 
my Princeſs ; but my Fear hath ſomething in it more cruel, 
and if I could be ſecure againſt the Misfortunes I apprehend, 
I fvould endure the reſt of my Toyrments abiih more Courage. 
I do not doubt, dear Princeſs, of the Corflancy of your Mind, 
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but I dread ſtrong Perſecutions, I dread a Soveraign Authcrity, 
and 1 dread the Fortune of Arſaces; yet it is altered, ſince 
it dependeth only upon you, and I have had nothirg at all 10 
do æbith chance, ſince you <vere the maker of my Deſtiny, 1 
expect a happy one from your Goodneſs, and it is out of that 
Hope I <uill remember you hade impoſed a Command of Li. 
wing, and of Returning upon your faithful | 


Arſaces. 


I diſpatch'd this Meſſenger when J had given him ſuch 
Iuſtructions as were necellary, and a few Days after 
made the Army decamp, and we march'd in purſuit of 
Amaſis, to reduce that Province under the King's Obe- 
dience, but we ſtopt at the firſt Towns we came to, and 


all thoſe that had never fo little Strength endured the 


Siege with marvellous Obſtinacy. That Reſiſtance pro- 
tracted the War, and kept us all that Summer in the Pro- 
vince of the Tauro- Scytlians, while in that of the Aga- 
tirſians Amaſis made up an Army, partly with the broken 


Forces he had leſt, partly with new Troops levicd in 
thoſe revolted Countries. We were beſieging Burſa, 


when the Meflenger I had ſent to 1ſedon came back to us, 
and brought me Anſwers of the Letters he had carried, 


The King wrote to me with Praiſes, able to have glutted 


the Ambition of the moſt vain-glorious Man in the 
World, and promiſed me Recompences infinitely above 
all I could deſerve. Theodates gave me Confirmations of 
his Affection in the moſt obliging Terms that could be 
invented, aſſur'd me of the Continuation of his Care, 


and comforted me with a Certainty of my Princeſs's Per- 


ſeverance, and of the little Fruit Arſacomes reap'd by all 
his Induſtry ; but *twas Berenices Letter that cauſed my 
Impatiency, and opening it, when I had kiſſed it a thou- 
ſand times, I with incredible Tranſports of Joy read theſe 
Words : 


The 
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The Princeſs Berenice to Arſaces. 


F you love me, if you are abſent, and if you be in fear 
1 for me, you ſuffer nothing, Arſaces, <vhich 1 do ot 
ſuffer as eyell as you , and J may truly protef?, that I am not 
exempt from any of thoſe Diſquiets <which my Affection, the 
want of your Company, and the Fear I am in for you, can 
made me feel. Inu this there is a perfect Conformity between 
us; I cannot condemn an Affection which 1 have conceived 
for um, au of a Men living is moſt avorthy of it; 1 bear 
your Abſence out of the ſame Conſiderations that make gits 
endure mine; but I know not how to defend my ſelf againſt 
the fear of loſing you in thoſe Dangers, into which you too 
lightly precipitate your ſelf : Secure me, I pray you, againft 
this Apprehenſion, if you cuil have me ſecure you againſs 
yours, and think of bringing me home Arſaces, if you would 
5 again in the ſame Condition «herein you hate 
left her. : 


My Joy was exceſſive at the reading of this Letter, 
but ſcarce had I begun to expreſs it as much »s I might 
in the Preſence of that Man, when he added Aſtoniſh- 
ment to Joy, by the News he brought ; He told me that 
Prince Oroondates, contrary to the Expectation of all Scy- 
thiz, was come back to Jedon, and that when the whole 
Court was going to teſtify their Gladneſs for a return ſo 
ardently deſir'd, the King his Father being of another 
Mind, had receiv'd him as a mortal Enemy, and had 
caus'd him to be impriſon'd in the Caſtle of Serey, where 
he was kept under a very ſtrict and ſevere Guard. O 


Brother, what Motions did this Diſcourſe ſtir up within 


me, and tn what manner did I receive this News of my 
dear Brother, of whoſe Life J had been uncertain ? I 
abhorr'd the Cruelty of the King your Father, but was 
comtorted for your Impriſonment, by the Aſſurance that 
you were alive ; it pleaſed me a great deal better to hear 
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ou were Prifoner to the King your Father, than to haye 
= {till in doubt you were dead. And indeed I hoy'd 
his Choler would be allay'd in a little time, and that 
how great ſoever his Reſentments were againſt you, he 
would {till remember that you were his Son, and a Son 
worthy of his Aflections. Upon this Thought I laid 
Foundations for my Happineſs, and propounded Delights 
to my ſelf in your Company, which had been interrupted 
by our cruel Separation ; I ſpent ſome time upon that 
Remembrance, and ask qt ne Meſlenger a thouſand Que- 
ſtions about that Buſineſs; bur all the Particulars he 
could tell me about your Impriſonment was, that no Bo- 
dy was permitted to ſce you, and that the Princeſs haying 
with much ado obtain'd the liverty of a Vil, had never 
been able to entertain you in private, I judg'd, that al! 
this procceded but from the firſt brunt of the King's An- 
ger, and hop 'd that before my return the Peace w ould be 
made, or if *rwere not, perhaps we might find Occaſion 
to do ſomething in it. 

In the mean time we took the Town by Aſſault which 
we were Belcagucring, and after that, ſome others 
yielded themſelves to Obedience, but the _ geſt held 
us ſo long in play, that Amajis had all the leiſure he 
could deſire to fit himſelf to take the Field _ and ſo 
he did, with as great an Army as before, and a greater 
Reſolution to decide the War by a final Battel. This 
News was very welcome to me, believing it to be the 
means to finiſh the War, the length w erco 1 by rea- 
ſon of my Princeſs's Abſence, began to think bh et or- 
table. We march'd directly tow ard him, taking the M ay 
that could bring us together ſooneſt, and moſt conver. 
ently ; but we were tain to take many Places before ws 
got to him, and make our ſelves Malters (cither by Forcc, 
or by the Terror of our Arms) of whatſoever we met 
with in our Patlaze, 

This we effected ſucceſsfo] ly enough; But that I ma 
not tire you with the Recital of all thoſe petty . 5 
and of many trivial Encounters, I'II tell you, that we? 
were already Maſters of the whole Province of the Army 
ot the Tauro-Scythiars, and were drawing near to that ot 


the Jgatirſians, when the Enemies came within light of 
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us. I found our valiant Scythians had a maryellous delire 
to fight, and having encourag 'd them to it as much as 
pollibly { could, I divided the Army into two Bodies, 
whercot I gave the Left to Cleoreſtes, and kept the Right 
my ſelf, Amaſis ported his into four, and march'd do- 


wards us wondrous reſolutely, We tought an exceeding 


bloody Battel, but I will not detain you with relating 
the Particulars, for we ſhould not ſee the End of my 
Narration of a long while, it I ſhould ſtick upon every 
Circumitance. Amaſis and they of his Party tought like 
deſperate Men, and like Men, who if they loſt that Bat- 
tel, defir'd not to out-live it; They made the Victory 
hang long in ſuſpence, and diſputed it almoſt all the Day 
with marvellous Obſtinacy ; but in the End we carried 
it, and the Event prov'd more fatal to the conquered than 
that of the former. Of five and forty thouſand, where- 
of the Enemies Army conſiſted, there hardly eſcaped two 
or three thouſand, and thoſe moſt of them wounded, but 
deliver'd by my 4 Authority from the Fury ot the Conque- 
rots. Amaſis fighting in tlie firſt Ranks with a great 
deal of Valour, loſt his Lite, with a great number of 
* ounds, and by his Death cut up the Root of that Re- 
bellion. Woe loſt not above three thouſand Men, but 
had a great bar. hurt, whom we cauſed to be drefled ex- 
eceding carefully, and whercot the molt part recover d 
by the Help that was given them. This Victory made us 
Maſters of both the Provinces, and thoſe revolted Peo 
ple having neither Forces to diſpute them with us, nor 
Heads to itir them up to continue in Rebellion, begg'd 
the King's Mercy, and came in every Day to make Pro- 
teſtations of their Fidelity, and to bring me the Keys of 
their ſtrong Holds, We hardly needed to draw our 
Swords any more to perſe the reducing ot them; but 
vet we were fain to ſpend ſome Time in viſiting ſome of 
thoſe Places, and in ſecuring them to us, and it being 


then about the beginning of Wi inter, which is extremely 


ſuarp in thoſe Provinces, we were conſtrain'd to paſs it 
in 95 nec of the Towns, and to employ it in ſett ling a fall 
Peace, and in fuch Order as we thought necellary to cs 
bliſn a perfect Tranquility. That long Abſence would 


have been intolerable to me, if by the means of Theodates 
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I had not often receiv'd Letters from my Princeſs, and if 


my tedious Days had not been ſweetned with the Aſſu- 


rances ſhe gave me. The King did me the Honour to 
write to me very often, and in his Letters gave me Praiſes 
which could not lawfully be due to any Body: When 
once we had nothing more to do in thoſe Provinces, and 
that the Seaſon was convenient for our Army to take the 
Field, we began our March to return to 1ſedon with a 
perfect Joy and Satisfaction. For my part, I could not 
without being tranſported think I ſhould ſhortly ſee my 


Princeſs again, and that J ſhould find my dear Brother 


in Scythia, The fancy of theſe Happineſſes grew fo 
powerful in my Mind, that it baniſh d the Remem- 
brance of all my Loſſes, and I was marching with Con- 
teatments, not troubled with any mixture of Bitterneſs, 
when I found they were too great to be ſo cably obtain'd, 
We had already paſſed over a good part of the Way, 
when I receiv'd an Order from the King which hindred 
me trom going further, and reading the Letter he wrote, 
I tound theſe Words : 


The King of SCYTHIA to the valiant 
IRSACES. 


1 were but Ruſtice, my dear Arſaces, to let you reff, 
after having taken ſo great Pains for us, and I ſoould 
equally deſire your Sight, and the Quietneſs of my Donn- 
nions; but I find all Scythia muſt be indebted to you for its 
Safety, and Arſaces is the ſtrongeſt Buckler it can oppoſe 
againſt its moſt terrible Enemies. The Heavens offer you 
Matter to employ your ſelf for it, and for us, auith the Suc- 
ceſs that uſually attends you, and with it an Occaſion to 
revenge your particular Quarrels, and to puniſb that barbarous 
Man, who, contrary to al the Rights of War, detain'd gon 
in a long and cruel Captivity. Arimbas the Governor of 
Pontvs 7s entred into our Territories on the ſide toward the 


Boriſthenes, <vith forty thouſand Men, but he has not yet. 


had 
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had time to make any great Progreſſes, and I am not in a 
C ndition to ſend other Troops than thoſe under your Com- 


mand ſpeedily enough to oppoſe him. Co, valiant Arſaces, 
go conquer that unworthy Enemy, who hindred you from 


fighting for your Country, and ho unjuſtly deprived you of 


/o precious a Liberty. I hope for the Victory from your Hand 
rather than from all your Forces, and yet I ill take care to 
raiſe more to recruit 'your Army, and you ſball be ſure to 
receive Supplies before you ſtand in need of them. 


This Order croſſing my fair Hopes gave me a very 
ſenſible Diſcontent, but I quickly found ſome Conſola- 
tion, and had preſerv'd ſo great an Animoſity againſt that 
cruel Man, who had kept me from paying what I owed 
to my Friends, and what I owed to my Reputation, that 
the Deſire of taking a glorious Revenge moderated my 
Trouble, and made me turn Head againſt him, with a 
firm Hope that I ſhould puniſh him, both tor the Injury 
he had formerly done me, and for the Obſtacle he then 
interpoſed to my preſent Fortune. All the Affection our 
&ythians bore me was needful to put them upon that new 
Deſign without murmuring; but ſeeing there was a Ne- 
ceſſity of it, they followed me more chearfully than J 
expected. 5 | 

Our Army was then but thirty thouſand ſtrong, ha- 
ving been oblig'd to leave Garriſons in certain Towns, 
but it increaſed eight or ten thouſand Men, which I 
drew as we march'd out of Places where they might be 
ſpared. We took our Way toward Sendica, waſh'd by 
the Vanube and Boriſihenes, and bounded by the Euxine 
Sea, whence Arimbas was come down upon the Frontier, 
Our Marches were long enough tor Men that were to 
fight, and meeting no ſtop to retard us, we in a ſhort 
Time arriv'd within a Day's Journey of our Enemies, We 
reſted two Days upon the Banks of the Boriſtheres, which 
was open to us, and the third we paſſed it, and went to 
encamp within a hundred Furlongs of Arimbas, being re- 
ſolved to give him Battel the next Day. Yer did I mcan 
to let him know before, that he was to fight againſt his 
Prifoner, and calling for a Trumpet, I ſent him away pre- 


ſently with this Letter. 
Alrſaces 


4? 
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Arſaces to Artinbas. 


T' 7s againſt your Priſoner, O Arimbas, that you are 1, 
decide the Sicc eſs of this War, and to Morrow at the 
Head of his Army bed make you ſee that he avas capable u 
defend his Liberty againſt you, if you had aſſaulted him ith 
equal Forces; I bring you my Head for the Ranſom J fru- 
frrated you 12 you may attack it euith more G ory than you 
aid before, and I hope you ſoatt pay me yours for ihe Price "Y 
the Liberty of 


Ar ſerces. 


Arimbas receiv'd this Letter with a ſtrange Aſtoniſh- 
ment, and when the Trumpet had confirm'd, that the 
General of the Sothbians was that fame Arſaces, whom he 
bad fo long kept Pr ifoner, he found ſomething extranrid!- 
nary in tha: Adventure; but after he had ask' d the T'ruin- 
pet a thouſand Queſtions, he ſent him back to me with 


thts Anſwer. 


Arimbas to Arſaces. 


8 INC E the Gods ſend me my Fugitive again, I to pun? 
him for bis Flieht, <vill receive the Occaſton they proſe? 

me for that End; and becauſe heretofore I too indi/geit!y 
ſpared his Life, 1 tl take it nee for that Ranſom aul ercof Je 
winks he has fruſtrated me. We ſhall ſee his Courage at the 
Lead of his Army, and aue ll give him Occaſions enong either 
to revenge his Sears el, or to fad more gloriouſly than he de 
ſei ves. 
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The next Morning it was newly break of Day when 
our Troops were already! in Battalia; but becauſe I would 
give you the Itlue of the Buſineſs ſuccin&tly, II only 
rell you, that I divided them into four Bodies, of ten 
thouſand Horſe in each, whereof the firſt was mine own, 
and the other three I gave to Leotaris, Maxtentes, and 
Cleoreſtes, and having put them in as good a readineſs as 
we could wiſh, 1 faw our Scy.hjians march with an Un- 
dauntedueſs that promiſed me an infallible Victory. I 
omitted not any thing I could fay to augment thcir De- 
fire of it, and they anſwered me with threatning and 
terrible Shouts : They redoubled them with a greater 
fierceneſs when they ſaw the Enemies Army, and ſcarce 
was I able to keep them in, and hinder them from ruſh- 
ing on to the Fight with an extraordinary Eagerneſs; 
yet did they obey; me as they were wont to do, and the 
Armies were already within a Bow-ſhot of one another, 
expecting only the laſt command to fall on, when having 

iven order to mine not to fiir out of their Place, 1 
gallop'd on before them, and ſecing Arimbas at the Head 
of his Men, I advanc'd to the middle of the Space that 
was between the two Armies, and defying. him with 
many loud Cries, I made him underſtand w hat it was I 
deſir'd of him. Arimbas was a valiant Man, and one 
that could not ſee himſelf challeng'd before ſo great a 
Number, without ſhewing Proots of the Courage he had 
boaſtcd of; He ran toward me full ſpeed, but before he 
came cloſe to me he darted one of TH two Javelins at me 
with all his Might, but he fail'd of his Aim, and the 
Dart having pe fed whizzing over my Head, ſell without 
any Effect at the Feet of our Troops immediately he 
took the other in his Right- hand, and ending his Carcer, 
we cloſed with a very unpetuous Shock: He fought with 
a ſomewhat blinder Rage than I, and ſo his Javelin only 


| hit my Shield, upon which it buol ce all into ſhivers, and 


mine being a little more warily directed, found paſſage 
into the Beaver of his Helmet, and piercing to the hin- 
der Part of his Head, made him fall ſtark dead in fight of 
both the Armies. Ours at that Spectacle ſent forth loud 


Cries to Heaven, and moving at the ſame time, ran with 
| 2 
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a marvellous Violence upon thoſe frighted Troops, already 
half conquer'd by their General's Death. I ſtrove to 
open them a Paſſage, and to clear my ſelf a Way with my 


Sword, which might make theirs the more caſy to them I 


but we found much Difficulty in the Buſineſs, and the 
Captains that commanded under 4rimbas, being brave and 
valiant Men, uſed all imaginable Endeavours to ſupply 
the want of their General. They labour'd a long time 
in it with Succeſs, but ſome of the Scythians having cut 


of Arimbas his Head, carried it upon the point of a Ja- 


velin, and by that Object ſtruck Terror into ſome of 
the boldeſt of them, and animated themſelves in ſuch 
manner, that their Encmies were no longer able to make 
Reſiſtance. : 

As ſoon as they began to be in diſorder, the Soythians 
laid hold of the Advantage to ſo good Purpoſe, that there 
was no more poſſibility of diſputing the Victory againſt 
them. In ſhort, they won it abſolutely, I ſay, ſo abso- 
Jutely, that hardly one of their Enemies eſcaped with 
Life, tho' I did all that was in my Power to keep them 
from that Cruelty ; but they had conceiv'd ſuch an Ani- 
moſity againſt thoſe injurious Invaders, who pretended to 
enlarge their Bounds to the utmoſt Parts of the Earth, 
that twas impoſſible to fave them from their Fury. 

Queen 7haleſtris, who till then had hearkned to Ar/a- 
ces patiently, could not longer forbear to interrupt him; 
I fought under your Command at that Battel, (ſaid ſhc) 
and was Witneſs of many of thoſe Paſſages you have 
related; but I cannot pardon your Modeſty, which robs 
this Coinpany of the Knowledge of the molt gallant ones ; 
you did Actions there beyond Pelict, and 'twas with a 
great deal of Truth that the Scy!Þ/ans publiſh'd the Ho- 
nour of that Victory to be duc to no Body but their Ge- 
neral. Arſaces could not ſuffer the Continuation of this 
Diſcourſe, and to take her off on't, Madam, (ſaid he) 
you give me an Advantage which belongs not to me, and 
ſince our Troops were honour'd with your Preſence, 
without doubt you your ſelf did Actions there which 
would have darken'd all the Glory of mine, if the Ho- 
nour of ſo great a Command had not given them all the 


Luſtre that made them be taken notice of. The Queen 
| "I would 
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would have repleid, but the Company hindred her, and 


ſo Arſaces went on thus with his Story. 
After this Victory ſo happily obtain'd, but yet pur- 


chas'd with the loſs of five thouſand of our Men, we no 
longer had any Enemies to fight withal, and that little 
piece of the Country Arimbas had brought under his Sub- 


jection, being preſently ſettled again under ours, we ſaw 


| the whole Frontier quiet, and ſo were permitted to return 
again toward Jeden, which we had ſo much defired, I 


did it with a greater Contentment than the Eſtate of my 
Fortune ought in Probability to have given me, and drew 
near to my Princeſs and my dear Brother with the ſweet- 
eſt Hopes a Mind is able to conceive. Why ſhould I 


| trouble you with the Recital of our Journey? After ha- 
ving marched a great many Days, which my Iinpatience 


made me think excecding long, I at laſt ſaw the great City 
of 1ſedon, but before I was come within three or four 
hundred Furlongs of it, I had met my dear Theodates, 
who with a good part of the Nobility was come forth to 
welcome me. | | 
received the Honour they all did me with the greateſt 
Civility I could, but all the moſt tender Expreſſions that 
ever Friendſhip produced appeared in the Endcarments 
between Theodates and me ; We could not put an End to 
our Embraces, nor were the kindeſt and moſt obliging 


| Words in the World ſufficient to make known the feaft 


part of our mutual Satisfactions; J had a thouſand Que- 
ſtions to ask him, but I feared leſt a ſecret Converſation 


might be thought an Incivility to many Perſons of Qua- 


lity that were with him; and therctore, beginning another 


| Diſcourſe with that noble Company, it laſted till we 


came to the Gates of the Town, which we found fall 
with a Throng of the Inhabitants. that came out to mect 
us. Never did a thankful People welcome their Defen- 
der, or their lawſul Prince, with louder Acclamations, 
or more Teſtimonies of Joy, nor never did any Soldier 
receive ſo many Praiſes for ſo inconſiderable Actions. 
The Cries of the People made but a part of our Glory, 
for the King himſelf, out of an Exceſs of Goodneſs which 
he then had toward me, came forth of his Palace into 


the Street to give me glorious Teſtimonies of his Affection; 
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162 CASSANDRA, Part IV. 
he ſtretched out his Arms fo ſoon as he ſaw me appear, 
and knecled down upon one Knee to receive the Favour 
wherewith he was pleaſed to honour me; What ſhall 
we do (aid he) O our valiant Defender, to ſhew you 
we are not ingratetul ? and what can we offer to gene. 
rous Arſerces, which he by his Valour has not already 
made lawtuily his own We are indebted to him for the 
Conſervation of our Eſtates, but we before were inoq- 
ged to him for that of our Lives, and now neither the 
Greatneſs of our Obligations, nor that of his Glory, can 
admit of any further Addition. He ſpake theſe Words 
holding me in his Arms, and I anſwered him with all 
the Reſpcct I owed to fo great a King, and a King that 
was Father to Berenice and Orcondates, Tis your Ma- 
jeſty (ſaid I) that reduces happy Aiſaces to Terms of not 
being able ſutnciently to acknowledge your Goodneſs, 
the Opportunities you have given him to ſerve you do 
too largely recompence all that he has done, and that 
high Fortune to which you raiſe a Stranger, is infinitely 
322 Lay wierit, and above my Hopes. Alter that Opi- 
nion if you have it, (replied the King) ſuch Strangers as 
our ſelf, do quickly make themſelves known over all 
the World, and as Scythia has nothing that is above you, 
believe its King poſſes nothing you may not hope for 
from his Affection. He accompanied theſe Words with 
new Endearments, and afterward permitted me to ſalute 
Prince Carthaſis his Brother, Arſacomes, and many others 
that were attending on him. When I had received and 
returned the Civilities of the moſt conſiderable Perſons 
of the Court, I, by the King's Appointment, retir'd to 
my former Lodgings, whither I was followed by\a great 
number of the Courtiers, but they preſently withdrew, 
to leave me at liberty to put off my Arms, and reſt my 
ſelf, only Theodates ſtaying with me in my Chamber, 
When I ſaw my ſelf free Maſter of my Actions, I fully 
teſtified my Friendſhip in the moſt tender Expreſſions of 
Kindneſs, and after having begun them afrcſh a thouſand 
times, I asked him what Condition my Life was in, and 
conjured him to tell me truly whatſoever he judged my 
Love could deſire of him. Theodates at this Demand ap- 
peared not ſo joyful as I had hoped, but keeping a ſerious 
| | Countenance, 
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Countenance, from which 1 drew an ill Prefage ; Sir, 
(ſaid he) the Account you are to reecive of me would be 
very unwelcome, if in it you did not find a ſweet Con- 
ſolation, and if in the Perſecution the Princeſs undergoes 
ou had not a powerful Occaſion to underſtand the Great- 
neſs of her Affection; She has ever been unthaken to the 
Sollicitations of Ar/acomes and of the Queen, who in fa- 
vour of her Brother has done him Otfices to her, that are 
unworthy of her Quality. he hath ſpared neither 
Pravers nor Tears to move her, and. when the ſazy they 
were all to no Purpoſe, and that by her Importunities 
ſhe made her Brother but the more odious to the Prin- 
ceſs, ſhe took recourſe to all the Power and Credit ſhe 
has with the King ; and by my Misfortune it 1s now fo 
orcat, that we may ſay with Truth, as we find with 
Sorrow, That one Stratonice reigns now in Sia, and 
that her Brother is by that means become almoſt the Sove- 
raign of it. f | 

The King by his lait Aclions has fhewed ſigns of his 


Weakneſs, and of his Dependency upon that Woman - 


After he had long reliſted, and contented: himſelf with 
giving Arſacomes the firſt Rank in the Kingdom, without 
encouraging him to hope that ſhe ſhould be his Son- in- 
Law, that inſolent Favourite, whom ſo many Prefer- 


ments could not ſatisſy, becauſe they glutted not his ut- 


moſt Ambition, either thro? the violence of his Paſſion, 
or ſome other Cauſe, fell ſick, and was brought almoſt 
to Extremity, Stratonice ſtirred not from his Bed-ſide, 
but made the King underſtand her Life depended aifo- 
lutcly upon her Brother's Recovery. oy 

The King, who loved Arſacomes exceedingly, and 
who beſides, by a Meanneſs of Spirit, which had not 
been obſerv'd in the reſt of his Life, was become a 
Slave to his Siſter, appeared very ſenſible of her Grict, 


and was exceſſively troubled for the Sickneſs ot his Fa- 


vourite. | | | 

The Queen knowing her Power, made uſe of it very 
cunningly, and one Day when Arſacomes was extraordi- 
nary ill, Stratonice feign'd to be fo too, and getting into 
her Bed, put the King into mortal Apprchenſions of her 


Sickneſs ; the next Day ſhe ſcem'd to be a great deal 
worſe, 


R 
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worſe, and by all her Actions made the King judge ſhe 
regarded not her Lite, ſince that of Arſacomes Was in 
danger. The King fitting by her, expreſling with moſt 
effectual Words how nearly her illneſs touched him, that 
eratty Princeſs, after having figh'd many times, to work 
upon him the more, Sir, (iid ſhe) let us miſerable 
Wretches die in Peace, and trouble not the Calm of your 
Mind, for a loſs which needs muſt be but little confide- 
rable to you; it is juit that Arſacomes periſh, ſince he 
cannot love the Daughter of his King without being 
worthy of Death; and it is juſt that Stratonice die, both 
becauſe ſhe is uncapable to ſurvive that deareſt Brother, 
and becauſe ſhe 1s uncapable to ſurvive the Loſs of your 
Affection. Of my Affection, Madam, ( replied the 
King) I proteſt ro you by all the Gods, that it never was 
ſo ſtrong as now, and that it is ſo extremely encreaſed, 


as in compariſon of my Love to you I do not at all love 


my ſelf, Ah! Sir, (anſwered the DES Quecn, put- 
ting an Handkerchict to her Eyes) if you honoured me 
nov, with the Affection you gare. me heretofore, you 


would not ſuffer that to dic, which, next your ſelf, is 


deareſt to me in all the World, without ſhewing ſome 
Marks of your Compaſſion. 

She made a ſtop at theſe Words, and the King, who 
preſently urderſtood the dritt of them, and who could 
not eaſily yield to what ſhe deſired, nor favour Ar/acomes 
to the prejudice of his Daughter, remained without Re- 
ply, and ping his Eyes upon the Ground, made the 
Queen ſee the Agitation of his Mind. She ſoon perceiv'd 


it, and kept Silence with him for a while, but within a 


little after, deſiring to finiſh what ſhe thought ſhe had 
| happily begun; No, Sir, (added ſhe) for Gods ſake, be 
not at all diſquieted for my Conſideration, nor uſe any 
Violence upon your Inclinations for a Perſon who cannot 
have deſerv'd them; tho' I cannot feel the loſs of them 
without dying, I will at leaſt endure it without murmur- 
ing againſt you, and ſhall be able to put a difference be- 
tween what was lawfully my own, and what I held 
merely by your Goodneſs. My Fortune was too high, 
and (if I dare ſay ſo) too unjuſt, to believe it would be 
of long continuance ; yet has it not fo blinded me, but, 


that 
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that I can behold the fall of it, as an Effect of your Ju- 
Rice, rather than as an Effect of my ill Fate. Stratonice 
and Arſacomes had too lofty an Ambition, yet Stratonice 
had none but what it pleaſed your Majeſty to give her, 
and Ar/acomes dies for the Expiat ion of his; if I accom- 
pany him to the Grave, your Majeſty ought not to be 
troubled at it, fince I ſhall only loſe a Lite which was 
but little dear to you, and toward the Conſervation 


whereof you were unwilling to contribute any thing. 


The Queen, as ſhe ended theſe Words, looked upon the 
King with the ſame Eyes that had ſo ardently enflam'd 
him, and at that moment ſummon'd together all her moſt 
alluring Charms, with ſuch a ſoveraign Power, that be- 
ing prepolleſſed already, he was not able to reſiſt them. 
He lifted up his Eyes from the Ground, and turning them 
upon the Queen with a moſt amorous Geſture, Do not 
kill me with theſe unkind Words, (ſaid he) nor wrong 
my Love any more with theſe Reproaches. I will do all 
tor thee thou canſt deſire of me, dear Stratonice, and tho? 
cannot conſent to uſe a ſudden Violence upon Berenice's 
Inclinations, I will command her to uſe Arſaces as a 
Prince whoſe Deſign I diſapprove not, and I will favour 
thy Brother in his Paſſion as much as thou oughteſt to 
with, 

The Queen appeared tranſported with Joy at this 
Promiſe of the King's, and ſetting forth all her moſt 
attractive Allurements to ſeduce him, before he went 
from her, ſhe perſuaded him to whatſocver ſhe would. 
The Princeſs found the Effects of it the next Day, for 
the King commanded her to viſit Arſacomes, and to look 
more favourably upon him than 1he had done formerly. 
Berenice received theſe Words as a Clap of Thunder, 
and was ſo extremely troubled at them, that ſhe could 
not ſettle her ſelf again all that Day ; but the next 
Morning the King having met her in a Gallery, and 
drawing her aſide to a Window, Well, Berenice, (faid 
he) will you not Viſit Arſacomes with me, and have you 
= diſpoſed your ſelf to do that for him which I defired 
ot you? | 
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The Princeſs was ſo ſurprized, that ſhe ſtood without 
Reply ar that Queſtion, and the King having asked it 
again, and preſſed her to declare her Intention, Sir, (ſaid 
ſhe) I did not underſtand your Majeſty's Commands, and 
was ſo little prepared for them, that I ſtill have much 
ado to apprehend your Meaning. I thought (anſwered 
the King) I had explain'd my Mind ſuthciently, to leaye 
you no Colour of being ignorant what I meant, but ſince 
I mult clear it further to you, I mean, Berenice, that you 
ſhould uſe Arſacomes better than you have done hitherto, 
and that you ſhould conſider him as a Prince whom I 
love, who loves you, and whom I account worthy to 
ſerve you. | | 

Ah ! Sir, (interrupted the Princeſs) what a Change is 
this of yours, and what Proots your Majeſty deſires of 
your Daughter's Obedience! I ask nothing of you (ad- 
ded the King) which you may not grant me without 
injuring your ſelf ; A.,ſacomes is a Prince as conſide- 
rable by his Birth as by my Love to him, and by the 
Alliance I have contracted with his Family; and if there 
be any Diſhonour in ſuffering his Affection, 'tis not upon 
you, Berenice, but upon me alone that it will totally 
fall. | 

In ſhort, enquire no more what my Intentions are, 
but belive I have ever loved you enough to bring nothing 
upon you that is either ſhametul or diſadvantageous. He 
left her with theſe Words, and ſhe no ſooner was rcti- 
red into her Chamber to digeſt them, but ſhe fell in a 
deadly Affliction, ſhe had ſo much Repugnance to ſhew 
any ſign of Complacency to the King's Deſires, that ſue 
could not hear the bare Propoſal of them without being 
tranſported : What, (ſaid ſhe, as CyZeria has told me 
ſince) ſhall Stratonice then triumph in this manner over 
Berenice? and ſhall J approve of her Brother's Temerity 
to ſhew that I am a Slave to her Power? No, Stratonice, 
you are not yet fo abſolute over me, and what Empire 
ſocver you have over the King, I ſhall always be able 
to diſcern his own Inclinations from yours, and in this 
unjuſt and ſevere Command one may ah know tis Stra- 
tonice ſpcaks, and not the King my Father. The Obe- 


dience 1 owe to him alone cannot become ſo general, and 
| 1 O it 


— 42 19 —— — — — rer 9 


11 


— 


— Www Ty CDP 1 


492 SY „ 


JC Az kt. ᷣ y ca ͤ ... 2 wa. 


Bock III. CAS N DRA 167 


C1 ſhould endeavour to tollow tho Orders you have made 
him give me, that effect of a blind Obedience would not 
now be in my Power. | | | 

| love as much as you can wiſh, and tho' I be inſen- 
ſble to Arſac:mes, I Have a juſt Senſe of Arſaces's Merits, 
Alas! (purſued ſhe a little after) my dear Arſaces, muſt 
I, while you are fighting for my Father, fight here againſt 
thee with ſo much Ingratitude? and muſt the Injury he 
would do thee, make me ſhed Tears whiie thou art ſhed- 
ding Blood, and perhaps thy ow1. Blood for his Service? 
This Remembrance drew ſhowers of Tears from her fair 
Eyes, which fora long time made her unable to ſay more, 
but when ſhe had vented part of her Reſentments, ſhe 
ſent for me, believing ſhe might find ſome Conſolation in 
adviſing with me. 

As ſoon as I came into her Chamber, ſhe roſe to mecr 
me, and taking a Handkerchict from her Eyes, Neo- 
drtes, (Aid ſhe) now it is that all our Affection to Ar/a- 
es will be neceflary, for while that poor Prince obtains 
ſuch gallant Victories for the King, he ingrateſully la- 
bours for his Ruin and for mine. Tis but too true, 
Theodates, and I believe I ſhall ſufficiently acquaint you 
with my Unhappineſs, by telling you, that the King hath 
commanded me to love Arſacomes. How, Madam, (faid 
I) has the King commanded you to love Arſaromes? Yes, 
Irecdates, (replied the Princeſs) and 'tis only becauſe 
of that Misfortune that I deſir'd your Company, and 
your Confolation. With that ſhe told me all the King 
had faid to her, and by that Diſcourſe put me into a mar- 
vellous Confuſion. After J had ſhew'd it by a reaſonable 
long Silence, I took the liberty to blame the King's 
Weakneſs and blind Affections, and then I deplor'd the 
Croſſes I foreſaw you would meet with by this Alteration 
of his Humour. | „ 

When I had a little recover'd my firſt Aſtoniſhment, 
ixing my Eyes upon the Princeſs's Face; and you, Ma- 
cm, (ſaid I) what will you do for Prince 4Artaxerxes ? 
1 will do all that he can hope for from me, (replied Bere- 
rice) and in ſpight of all the Obſtacles that can happen, 
Il never ceaſe to love him, who loves me more than 1 
deſerve, and wha for my ſake hath abandoned all. Afeer 
this 
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this Aſſurance, which I will receive for him, (anſwered 
I) I do not think he will lament his Fortune, and proyj. 
ded you perſiſt in this good Reſolution, I hope that his 
Return, Time, and the Prince your Brother's Liberty, 
will overcome all the Diſaſters you apprehend. _ I'll per. 
fiſt in it to my Grave, (added the Princeſs) and all the 
ſtrongeſt Conſiderations ſhall never be able to diſſuade 
me from loving him while I have Breath. Alas, (pur. 
ſued ſhe) I am too powertully obliged ever to diſ-ingage 
my ſelf, and tho* my Arſaces were leſs lovely, tho' he 
were leſs great, tho' he were leſs valiant, I owe too 
wuch for what he has done for me, and I owe too much 
to him, who in my Affection alone finds a Conſolation for 
all his Loſſes. In the mean time (continued ſhe) it were 
fic we ſhould give him Notice of my Diſcontent, to make 
him haſten his Return as much as poſlibly he can, and to 
aſſure him, that there is no Authority in the World ſo 
powerful as to ſhake my Affection. At firſt I approv'd 
the Princeſs's Motion, but preſently after we both judg'd 
it was not neceſſary to inform you of a Thing that could 
only trouble you, and whereof the Knowledge could 
ſerve for nothing, being we were enough perſuaded that 
your Paſſion 9 you Jong for your Return, and that 
you would not defer it a Minute after the End of the 
War. The next Day the Princeſs was conſtrain'd to go 
with the King to Ar/acomes, but tho' ſhe came to his Bed: 
fide, and that by the King's Command, ſhe ask'd hin 
how he did, it was impoilible for her to diſſemble her 
Repugnancy, or reſolve to give him a favourable Look, 
Yer did Arſacomes find ſo much Contentment in that Viſit, 
that he was half cured by it, and ſtrengthening himſelf 
by the Hopes the Queen gave him, he recover'd his Health 
within a few Days after. | 
When he was well again, his Viſits to the Princeſs 
were very frequent, and ſhe was forc'd by the King's 
Command to endure ſome of them ; but whenſoever he 
entertained her with his Paſſion, ſhe anſwered him with 
ſo great a Coldneſs, and ſhew'd him ſo many Tokens of 
her Averſion, that if he were not the moſt preſumptuous 
Man alive, he would a thouſand times have loſt all the 
Hopes which the King's Favour and the Queen's * 
| 2 
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had given him; they are now upon theſe Terms, and 
tis not above two Days ſince I ſaw him come out of her 
Lodgings ſo ill ſatisfied, that I believe he ſtood in need 
of all the Queen's Endeavours to comfort him. The 
Princeſs has uſed all poſſible Means to obtain Permiſſion 
once more to ſee the Prince her Brother, to impart her 
Diſcontents to him, and to make him know the Perſon 
of Arſaces, of whom, by reaſon of the Spies that were ſer 
to obſerve her, ſhe could never ſpeak any thing in her 
two former Viſits ; but ſhe was not able to procure Leave 
of the King, and wg eaſily judge that his Refuſal, is an 
Effect of Stratonice's Cunning, who ftrives to hinder that 
Communication, leſt it ſhould fortify Berenice in her 
Averſion to Arſacomes, and becauſe ſhe in the Prince's 
Captivity, finds the Continrance of a Power, which his 
Liberty might probably overthrow. t 

Theodates ended his Diſcourſe on this Manner, and 
ſtruck me ſo with this News, that I could not recover it 
for a long while. Tis true, I found much Conſolation 
in my Princeſs's Goodneſs, and eſteem d my ſelf the hap- 


pieſt Man in the World, that I had been able to oblige 


her to ſo perfect a Conſtancy ; but J could not digeſt 
the King's Injuſtice, who would force her Inclinations 
for a Man whom I judg'd to be little worthy of, her 
Love; and remembring the Services I had newly done 
him, I reproach'd his Ingratitude with Terms full of Re- 
ſentment, as if he had been acquainted with my Paſſion, 
and as if he had known how much I was concern'd in 
what he did for Arſacomet. To the Senſe of this Injury, 
I added the Fore- ſight of thoſe Pains and Difficulties, 
which this Conſtraint would cauſe us; and it T may be 
permitted to ſay ſo, ſome Fear likewiſe of Change in my 
Princeſs's Humour, who by the King's Authority might 
poſſibly be brought to forget Part of her Inclinations to 
me. She'll pardon me this Apprehenſion, for indeed it 
was very hard for a young Princeſs, not ſupported b 
any Body, long to reſiſt a ſovereign Power, and a inſt 
the King's Will to preſerve an Affection toward me, 
which I had no ways deſerv'd but by the Greatneſs of 
mine, and yet ſhe carried her ſelt ( as you ſhall ſee by 
the Continuation of my Diſcourſe) with a Conſtancy, 
Vor. IV. H and 
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and with a Generoſity worthy of ber ſelf, and of the 
Prince her Brother. I, in that Converſation with Theo- 
dates, ask d him a Thouſand Queſtions touching my dear 
Brother, but he could tell me nothing of him, ſave that 
he was ſtrictly kept, that no Body was permitted to ſee 
Him ; and that notwithſtanding the Complaints of all the 
ans, who murmured aloud at the Reſtraint of their 
eat Prince, the King appear'd more obdurate than ever. 
hearken'd to this Diſcourſe with a great deal of Grief, 
but after we had ſpent ſome Hours in it, and that I had 
made my ſelf ready to wait upon the King, we went to- 
gether to his Lodgings, where Theodates left me to go to 
my Princeſs, and to diſpoſe her to give me a particular 
Audience. She was already prepared for it, and by giv. 
Ing out that ſhe was not very well, had freed herſelf 
from the ordinary Viſits ſhe was wont to receive, and 
lay upon her Bed, accompanied only with the Princeſs 
_ Theomiris and Cyllenia : I went to her Chamber as ſoon 
as I came out of the King's, where I had met the Queen, 
and by that Encounter had ſav'd a Viſit, which in Cere- 

mony was to have been paid before that to my Princeſs. 
Though ſhe was to be ſeen but by very few, it was 
not thought ſtrange, that after ſo long an Abſence, and 
in the Condition I then ſtood in the King's Favour, 1 
ſhould obtain that Privilege. When J came in to her, 
 Theodates had led Theomiris into the Cloſet, and ſceing 
my Princeſs come alone with Cylleniz to meet me, I cak 
my ſelf at her Feet, and while 1 embrac'd her Knees, ſhe 
threw her Arms about my Neck, and uſed all the modeſt 
Kindneſſes to me I could defire of her. The Gods have 
brought you home according to my Deſires, ( ſaid ſhe) 
nor could they recompence the Sorrow your Abſence hath 

cauſed in me, but by the Joy of your Return. | 
1 have wiſh'd for you a Thouſand Times, both for 
your own Intereſts, and for mine; and if your Preſence 
would have been pleaſing ro me, your Affiiance would 
not have been leſs neceſſary in the Perſecutions I have en- 
dured. You have defended your ſelf too well ene 
them, (anſwer'd I, being raviſh'd with thoſe obliging 
Words) to have ſtood in any need of my Aſſiſtance, and 
you have been a better Champion for Arſaces, than _ 

| cou 
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| could in Reaſon deſire. All my Blood, fair Berenice, is 


of too mean a Value to purchaſe the ſmalleſt Part of theſe 
Obligations; and though to requite them I ſhould lay 
down a Thouſand Lives, (if the Gods had given me fo 
many) J ſhould ſtill remain a Debtor to my Princeſs. 
In what I do for you, (added Berenice) I follow my own 
Inclinations, and my Gratitude, which equally oblige 
me to love you, nor did I labour leſs for Berenice than 
for Arſaces, when I reſiſted the King's unjuſt Commands. 
O Gods! (cried I with a tranſported Action) could. I 
lawtully hope you would recompence my Loſſes with 
ſuch extraordinary Bleſſings, and did you reſerve me for 
this glorious Fartune, when you took away all that you 
had given me ? I ſpake many other Words to this Pur- 
poſe, and my Princeſs * taken a Seat, and com- 
manded me to ſit down by her, after ſhe had ask'd me 
divers Queſtions concerning my Expedition, told me all 
that I had heard from Theodates, and told it me with an 
Action which ſecured me from all my Fears, and made 
me confidently to baniſh all my Apprehenſions. O Gods! 
how ſweet were her Promiſes to me, and with what in- 
credible Raptures did I hear her expreſs the Averſion ſhe 
had to Arſacemes? Fear nothing, my dear Arſaces, (ſaid 
ſhe) and if you will not offend me, ſuſpect me not of 


the leaſt Inconſtancy; I know well enough to what Ver- 


tue and Obedience oblige me, to have hitherto preſery'd 
that Power over my ſelf, which I with Reaſon may keep. 
The King may. well conſtrain me to receive Arſacomes's 
Viſits, but he cannot conſtrain me to love him; and if 
he ſhould be ſo weak as to deſire I ſhould marry him, I 
ſhall have Reſolution enough to prefer Death before that 
unworthy Match. The Way to hinder it, lies open to 


us, ſaid I, and whenſoever you are too much impor- 


tun d by Arſacomes, I wear a Sword that will be able to 
deliver you from his Imporrunities; Iwill not Tuffer that 
unequal Competitor to have too juſt an Advantage over 
me, and all the Authority he hath in Scythia mall not 
defend him from the Hands of a Rival, not altogether fo 
unwarthy as he is of the Glory to ſerve you. I brought 
forth theſe Words with a Tone, that made my: Princeſs 


ſear ſame Eſſect oi my * Reſentment, bur ſhe was 
Sx 


deſirous 
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deſirous to prevent it, and hindring me from ſaying more, 
| You are too prudent, replied ſhe, not to foreſee the Ruin 
af your Deſign in ſuch an Enterprize, nor can you come 
to any Violence againſt Arſacomes, without diſcoyerins 
to the King, and to the whole Court, what by fo many 
Reaſons we are oblig'd to conceal. Do but depend upon 
the Aſſurances I give you, and never let us try the moſt 
dangerous Courſes till the Extremity. You may diſſem- 
ble as you have done hitherto, and hnsband the King's 


Affections ſo well, as to draw your Advantage from thence, 


when once the Time is ſeaſonable for you, to declare 
your ſelf. In the Interim, we'll uſe our utmoſt Endea. 
vours for my Brother's Liberty, and if we can obtain it, 
as he in meeting you, and in the Knowledge of your 


being alive, will find Cauſes of an inconceivable Joy, ſo 


vou, in that ardent Aflection which he juſtly bears you, 
will find all the Aſſiſtance, and all the Furtherance of 
your. Intentions you can hope for. O Gods ! (cried 1, 
at this Remembrance) my dear Brother, muſt your Ver- 
rue, which is adored in all other Places, be fo ill under- 
ſtood in your own Country * And can thoſe admirable 
Qualities, which gain you Slaves and Idolaters over all 


the World, leave you Enemies in Scythia? If Darius, the 


Enemy of your Family could not know you without ho- 
nouring and loving you as his own Son, is it poſſible 
you ſhould be uſed as an Enemy by him that was the 
Author of your Birth? Then my Affection made me utter 
a great many —_— Words againſt the King's Cruelty, 
and after having conſulted a long Time what we ſhould 
do, or undertake for you, and having vainly contrived 
Expedients to ſee you, it grew Night, which made me 
rake my Leaye of my Princeſs, and retire to my Lodging 


with Theodates. We ſpent the beſt Part of that Night in 


- conſulting of Means to let you hear from us, but the No- 


tice my Princeſs had given me, that all your Guards were 
at the diſpoſing of Stratonice and Arſacomes, and that 
therefore there was no Traſt in them to be hoped for, 
put all my Deſigns out af Frame, and was the Cauſe we 
durſt not think of hazarding a Letter through their 
Hands; indeed, the Princeſs at her ſecond Viſit, might 


perchance have watch'd an Opportunity to deliver you 
: & 73 one 


. r . . Aoi was. _- 


_ 


Book III. CASSANDREA 173 
one her ſelf, without being obſerved, if ſue had thought 
on it aſorehand to have writ; but then her Hope of pro- 
curing a greater Freedom to ſee you, and talk with you 
in private, was the Cauſe of that Neglect, which ſhe was 
not a little ſorry for afterward, and which ſhe intended 
to have repair'd, if ſhe could have obtain'd Leave to viſit 
ou once again; but finding no Poſlibility of that, I re- 
foly'd in the End to ſpeak to the King concerning you, 
and to imploy all the Credit I had with him to get the 
Liberty to ſee you, and for that Purpoſe I went to wait 
upon him the next Morning as ſoon as he was up; he 
neglected all the Company that was in the Room, to fa- 
vour me with exceeding kind Reception, which gave me 
a greater Confidence than I had before, and made me the 
bolder to attempt ſomething for the Service of my dear 
Brother. We continued a while in a general Converſa- 
tion, but when the King was ready, he took me by the 
Hand, and drawing me aſide from all the Company, 
lead me to walk with him in a Gallery, which is near 
his Chamber. I was watching an Occaſion to ſpeak to 
him of the Prince his Son, when he himſelf began the 
Diſcourſe, and in Terms full of Anger and Indignation, 
aggravated the Cauſe he had to hate him, 2 never 
more to have any Confidence in him. I hearken'd quietly 
as long as it pleaſed him to ſpeak; but when 1 had let 
him vent Part of his Choler, and that by his Silence he 
ſhew'd that he expected to know ſomething of my Opi- 
nion, Sir, ſaid I, if your Majeſty would give me Leave to 
ſpeak my Thoughts with a little Liberty, I really proteſt 1 
would abuſe it no further, than to repreſent to you ⁊ubat a 
true Zeal inſpires me with. 

The King looking upon me at theſe Words, and ex- 
preſſing by his Geſture that he expected the Continua- 
tion of my Diſcourſe : I it poſſible, Sir, purſued I, that 
that Son of yours, the moſt Great and the moſt Lovely of all 
the Princes in the World, whoſe Vertue found nothing but 
Adorers amonoſt his greateſt Enemies, ſhould not find ſome 
Remainder of Love, or at leaſt of Compaſſion in the Heart of 
the King his Father? Have thoſe Faults which a violent Love 
made him to commit, and for which he bath ſuffer'd ſo long, 
ſo ſbarp a Penance, choak'd all the Tenderneſs of Nature in 
| 8 Fi H 3 i you, 
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you, and banifd'd the Knowledge you bad of the admirable 
Qualities of that Son, whom the Gods gave unto Mankind as 
their moſt accompliſt'd Workma 
tber King to be found, who would not redeem a Son like 
Oroondates, by the Le of all bis Domimons? And culv, in 
Corfideration of his Tonth, and of bis Paſſion, er wild not for- 
give an Cfferte, which be accompanied with a Thouſand great 


and miraculeas Ations ? Have not whole Tears of a ftri and 


cruel Impriſonnent puniſd'd a Prince of bis Quality ſeverely 
 erough? Are not they that inſpire this Rigour imo your Ma- 
jeſty, and that ſollicit you to a Revenge, which falls only up- 
on jour ſelf, ſatisfied <vith fo long a Captivity « And if they 
love the Glory of Scythia, ought they not to endeavour to re- 
ftere it its greateſt and moſt illuftrious Ornament: Pardon me, 
Sir, I beſeech jou, if in this Conceit I indiſcreetiy intereſt 
Perſons, abo, it may be, are conſiderable to jou; E I feel 
my ſeif cblig'd by the Honour you do me, to put you in Mind, 
t at their own Intereſt ſets them on, and that they labour to 
prolerg the Prince's Reftraint, only to prolong their own Au- 
N ority. Their Thoughts perbaps are yet more de ve to 
the Happineſs of this Kingdom, and of your Majeſty in parti- 
cular; Time will give ormations, to ich you will 
tend more Credit than to my Words ; but if you bearken to the 
Wiſhes of all Scythia, and diſcern the Cpunſel of yonr real 
Servants, from that of others awho are ſwayed by their own 
garticular Ends, 5 will conſider Prince Oroondates as your 
Son, and thoſe that would ruin him in your Opinion, as Per- 
ſons not well affected to your Service. 


The King would not ſuffer me to paſs farther, but 


ſtopping me in this Part of my Diſcourſe, Ar/aces, ſail he, 


IT know that thou art generous, and that the Report 


of ſome Vertue whieh appear'd in Oroondates in his ear- 
lier Years, makes you ſpeak as you do in his Favour. 
It is true, he was born with Parts good enough, and by 
the Care I took in Breeding him, I made him a reaſona- 
ble compleat Man; but all his good Inclinations are 
loſt, and fince he betray'd me, and betray'd himſelf, 
with ſo much Baſeneſs and Meanneſs of Spirit, I cannot 
conſider thoſe Things that were good in him as other 
than ſo many Advantages which he has unworthily abu- 
fed ; If he had Valour, he ſhould have employed it fi 


nip ? Wheve were there ano- 
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the Good of his Country, and for the Service of his Fa- 
ther, and of his King: If he had Handſomneſs and grace- 
ful Faſhion, he ought to have made uſe of it for a more 
jultifiable and a more glorious Conqueſt than that of 
Darius his Daughter, and of Alexander's Captive ; and in 
ſhort, it he had Ambition, he ſhould have ſhewed it at 
the Head of an Army, like that of Alexander's, and ac- 
cording to the Rudiments I had given him, inſtead of 
waſting the Prime of his Life vilely and-· ſnamefully in 
the Service of my Enemv. | 

Theſe Words of the King's touch'd me ſo deeply, 
that I could not poſſibly retain a Sigh or two, and ſcarce 
was I able to keep my Tears from diſcovering how 
much I was concerned in that Diſcourſe ; I ſtrove to dif- 
ſemble it as well as I could, and looking upon the King 
with an- unſatisfied Countenance, What, Sir, ſaid 1, do 
you believe then that your Son has ſhamefully abaſed 
himſelf in ſerving the Daughter of Darius? And do you 
think that King held ſo inconſiderable a Rank amongſt 
other Monarchs, that you look upon the Purpoſe your 
Son had to contract an Alliance with him, as a mean and 
unworthy Deſign ? I am not ignorant of Darixs's Qua- 
lity, replied the King, nor was it to the Defe& of that 
I attributed Oycondates's Meanneſs of Spirit; but how 
Great ſoever he was, he was an Enemy, and my Enemy 
with a kind of Hatred, which no Conſiderat ion was able to 
reconcile. Ah |! Sir, (added I, more nearly touch d than 
before ) Is it poſſible that the Misfortunes of the Houſe 
of Perſia ſhould not have mollified you, and that you 
ſhould behold the Fall of it with the Eye of an Enemy ? 
Hath not poor Darius, who was once the Greateſt King 
in the World, ſoften'd your Reſentments, by ſo lamenta- 
ble a Death, and by the Loſs of all his Family ; and 
can you conſider that ſad Revolution of his Fortune as 
other than a dreadful Example of all Kings in genera}? 
No, Sir, you can no longer conſerve againſt his Memory, 
and againſt what is yet remaining of his Houſe, that 
Hatred which heretofore produced ſuch fatal Effects be- 
tween you; nor can you look upon the Aſſiſtance 
Oroondates gave him in his Misfortunes as an unpardon- 


able Crime, His Love was the Cauſe of his firſt Faults; 
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and theſe laſt Actions, which you accuſe of ſo much Baſe- 
neſs, were inſpired into him by meer Generoſity. If Da- 
riuss Son were alive, he, if he were able, would repay 
you all the Services Darius received from Orvondates ; he 
would not look upon you as his Father's Enemy, but as 
the Father of his deareſt Friend; and it Love were 
joined to thoſe Conſiderations, he would give you his 
whole Life; and Darius, if he were living, would eaſily 
pardon him that Offence. The King, troubled with this 
Diſcourſe, would not ſuffer me to continue it. ] do not 
rule my ſelf (ſaid he) by the Example of mine Enemies, 
and of thoſe, who from the Beginning of their Empire 
have by all Manner of Ways endeavoured to invade 


that of my Anceſtors. I never deſired Peace in a War 


which they always began; and as my Hatred was more 
juſt and more lawfully grounded, tis not to be thought 
ſtrange if it be of longer Continuance. I was infinitely 
afflicted to fee the King fo obdurate, but I thought it 
not fit to preſs him farther : So having walk'd half a 
ſcore Steps without ſpeaking, Sir, added I, Since your 
Majeſty's Indignation will not ſuffer me to ſay any thing 
more in Behalf of the Prince your Son, be plcaſed to do 
me a Favour that cannot be hurtful to your Service, and 
give me Leave to have the Honour to make him a Viſt : 
That which IT have heard ſpoken of him, may excuſe 
this Curioſity, and there are few Perſons, in whom the 
Reputation of that Prince hath not begot a juſt Deſire 
to ſee him. If I were not bound by Oath, replied the 
King, I ſhould eaſily grant your Requeſt ; but I have 
engag d my ſelf before the Gods to refuſe it to all the 
World. Theſe laſt Words utterly ſtopp'd my Mouth, 
nor had I the Confidence to entertain him further upon 
that Subject. I left him within a while after, but I was 
To ill ſatisfied with that Diſcourſe, that it was eaſy for 
my Friends to obſerve it in my Face. I gave an Account 
of it to Theodates, who was afflicted with me at the little 
Propenſity we found in the King to love them that were 
of the Blood of Darius: 1 miſ-doubted before, ſaid I, 
that Fortune, the pitileſs Enemy of our Houſe, did but 
feign a Reconciliation with me, to make me the more 
ſenlible of her utmoſt Cruelties; and I perceive by this 
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renewing of my Misfortunes, that ſhe is preparing ſome- 
thing againſt me, worſe, if it be poſſible, than all ſhe 
has made me feel already. The Hopes ſhe had given 
me by Orcondates's Return, find themſelves moſt cruelly 
deceiv'd, and that which they make him ſuffer in his 
Perſon,” is a Preſage of what ere long ſhall ſuffer in 
mine. Take not an Alarm ſo ſoon (ſaid Theodates to 
comfort me) but hope for better Uſage from your For- 
tune than that you apprehend. It is true, the King ha- 
ted the Perſon, and is ſtill an Enemy to the Memory of 
Darius; but when he ſhall know that *tis to his Son he 
is indebted for his Life, and for the Peace of his King- 
dom, you ſhall ſee all his Reſentments give Place, and 
more due Acknowledgment. | 
By ſuch like Diſcourſe, Theodates ſtrove to allay my 
Diſcontents, and the ſame Day having communicated 
them to my Princeſs, ſhe by all Manner of Expreſſions 
gave me to underſtand, how great a Part ſhe bore in 
them. I laid aſide the Reſolution I had taken to make 
my ſelf known to the King ſo ſuddenly as I intended, 
and to demand the Aſſiſtance that was neceſſary for me 
to revenge Darius, to procure the Liberty of thoſe that 
were remaining of his poor Family, to recover my Do- 
minions, and to repair my Honour; finding that yet I 
had not Power enough over him, and that it was neceſ- 
to diſpoſe him by new and more conſiderable Services 
than thoſe I had done him, to forget the Animoſity he 
ſtill kept againſt our Houſe. In the Interim, I endea- 


voured by the Means of Theodates, and by all kind of 
Inventions, to corrupt the Guards of the Caſtle of Sera 
to obtain a Sight of the Prince, but they were always * 
inexorable to my Entreaties, and immoveable to the 


Offers I cauſed to be made them. The King ſtill-looked 
upon me with his wonted Eye, and my Princeſs was az 
favourable to me as I could wiſh, but I could not ſo wel 

diſguiſe my Inclinations to her, but that Arſacomes's In- 


tereſt made him find Occaſion by my frequent Viſits, and 
by our long Converſations, to ſuſpe& ſomething, and to 


redouble his Envy toward me; yet durſt he not openly 


ſhew it, knowing my Credit in the Court was not in- 
ferior to his, and fearing to exaſperate the Princeſs more 
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more againſt him. But at that Time there happen'd 4 
very ſtrange Alteration in my Fortune; and now it i; 
that I begin to enter into the Diſcourſe of my moſt in. 
portant Adventures. 

Ten or Twelve Days were hardly paſſed ſince my Re. 
turn, when one Morning as I was going out of ny 
Chamber, I ſaw ſome of the King's Guards at my Door, 
who forbad me to ſtir forth. I turned toward their 
Captain, who was come into my Chamber, and whom 1 
had received as one that came to viſit me, and as I was 
goin to ask him the Reafon of what I ſaw, he clapt his 

upon the Hilt of my Sword, and demanded it of me 
in the King's Name. I was ſo ſurprized at that Encoun- 
ter, that he had taken it from my Side before I obſery'd 
what he was about, and that Aſtoniſhment did without 
Doubt prevent a Reſiſtance, wherein perhaps I might 
have periſhed. 
No ſooner was I diſarm'd, but I looked upon the 
Captain with a Countenance, and with an Action, that 
ſtruck a Terror in him, and made him know, it was no 
trivial Enterprize he had performed in ſeizing upon me 
on that Manner: What, Cleobis, ſaid I, am I a Priſoner 
then to Day in the ſame Place where yeſterday I was tri- 
umphant? Sir, anſwered he, the King has commanded 
me. to ſecure your Perſon, nor have I executed his Order 
without being very ſorry for it. Do you not know the 
Cauſe of your Commiſſion, reply'd I? And will you not 
tell me for what Crime the Scythians can accuſe him, 
whom but the other Day they called their Defender and 
 Preferver ? No, Sir, ſaid the Captain, neither is the 
Ring wont to declare his Intentions to us in Employ- 
"tents of this Nature; I can only tell you; that yeſter- 
night after he was in Bed, he gave a long Audience to 
Stranger, who of late has been a Follower of Arſacomes, 
and that as ſoon as he was come out of the Chamber, I 
teceived this Command. Well, added I, I am bravely 
fewarded by the King of Scyibia, and the Services [ 
have done him, deferv'd this Recompence. Though! 
Was ſtirred with a moſt violent Anger, I would not let 
It break forth into any ſharper Expreſſions againſt the 
Father of Otoondates and Berenice, and in the ove 
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J had of that Uſage, I preſerv'd a Reſpect which ſuch 
moving Reaſons gave me toward him, 

Thus did J ſee my ſelf a Priſoner, where but the Day 
before I had appear d with ſo great Renown ; and tho? 
this kind of Uſage was ſomething hard to a Prince, who 
knew no Condition in the World above his own, and 
who by Actions conſiderable enough had deſerved no- 
thing leſs ; yet was I fain to bear that Affliction with- 
out murmuring, and to bleſs what I began to ſuffer for 
Berenice. I ſtudied at firſt to find what might be the 
Cauſe of my Impriſonment ; but when Cleobis had told 
me of the King's Diſcourſe with that Feger, I imme- 
diately believed Ar/aces was diſcovered to be Artaxerxes. 
This did not ſeem at all ſtrange to me, and I knew very 


well I ſhould have had much ado to be fo long in Scythia, 
without having my Face taken Notice of by ſome Perſon 


or other, who might have been in the Court of Perf 

if the Rumor of my Death had not facilitated my Dif- 
guiſe, and croſs'd the Opinion of thoſe, who elſe mighe 
have believed they had ſeen me there, I underwent 
this Change of my Fortune * enough, and only 
begg'd of the Gods, that my Princeſs might not be en- 


tangled in my Ruin, the King's Severity giving me ſome 


Cauſe of Fear for her, by the Example I had before my 
Eyes of his Uſage of the Prince his Son. Scarce had 1 


had the Leiſure to conſider what Reſolution I ſhould 


take, when I ſaw him come into my Chamber, attended 
by thoſe in whom he had greateſt Confidence, and: ta 
whom he declared his — important Secrets, having 
left his Guards at the Door, that they might not bg 


Witneſſes of the Diſcourſe he deſired to have with mes 


I found not that Cheerfulneſs in his Face which he was 
wont to have when he ſaw me, and inſtead of that kind 
Reception uſually had from him, there was nothing in 
his Eyes and Countenance but Marks. of his Anger aud, 


new Auimoſity. 


I went to meet him at his Coming in, with an Action 
but very little troubled, and with my ordinary Reſpectz 
and having given him a Salute not much different from 
what he was wont to receive of me, he looking upon 
me with a fiery Eye, and with a Face kindled by a E 

| on 


180 CASSANDRA Part IV. 
ſion which he was not well able to maſter, T come to 
viſit you, ſaid he, Sir Artaxerxes, and this Reſpect is 3 
Beginning of what is due to the Knowledge of your Qua- 
lity ; the Ignorance of it has made me faulty toward you, 
but when I ſhall once have it confirm'd by your own 


Mouth, I will repair the Errors I have committed, by 


Uſage more ſuitable to what I owe to the Prince of 
Perſia, After theſe Words, I no longer had any Reaſon 
to doubt the Cauſe of my Impriſonment; and tho? in 
them I obſerved an extraordinary Sharpneſs, I was not 
Tterrity'd enough to diſown the Blood of Darius. I judg'd 
That fuch a Bafeneſs would render me unworthy of the 
Honour I had to be deſcended from him; and that all the 
Dangers I could apprehend after that Diſcovery, ovght 
not to be ſufficient to make me ſtoop to fo ſhameful a 
Diſſimulation. In this Belief, looking upon the King 
with Confidence enough, They that endeavour to ruin 
me in your Majeſty's Thoughts, ſaid I, have but ſmall 
Knowledge of your Generoſity, and of the little Love I 
bear to Life; but if it were a Thouſand Times more dear 
to me than it is, and that I manifeſtly ſaw the Loſs of it 
in this Confeſſion, there is no Fear ſo powerful as to 
make me diſavow the Honour I have to be of the Race 
of Darius. His Misfortunes, which ought to ſerve all 


Kings for an Example, have not taken any thing from 


him of his Dignity, nor from his of the Glory to be born 
of the firſt Monarch of all the Earth; if T did not declare 
it ſooner, *twas becauſe I waited 'till Fortune ſhould 
preſent me with Occaſions to do you Services that might 
be conſiderable enough to blot that Hatred out of your 
Mind which you have born my Family, and to make me 
diſcover that more handſomly, which I now only con- 
firm to your Majeſty, atter the Knowledge you have of 
it already. Yes, Sir, I am Dariuss Son; Fortune 
brought me into your Territories after ſhe had made me 
to be taken from among the dead Bodies at the Battle of 


Selena: Your Vertue, your favourable Uſage, and the 


Remembrance of what I ow'd to the Friendſhip of Oroon- 
dates, ſtay d me here; and the Hope J had in your Gene- 
roſity, and in the Support of my dear Brother, brought 


me f 
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me back again after the Loſs of my neareſt Friends, and 
of my Dominions. 2 4 

| believed that by my Services J might merit from you 
a Part of that Affection Orondates had received from Da- 
rius, and that againſt our general Enemy, I could not 
hope for a more fitting Sanctuary than in the Court of 
my Friend's Father, and of a King who had honoured 
me himſelt with his Affection. Nor did I only hope 
that King and that Friend would afford me a ſecure Re- 
treat, but alſo their Aſſiſtance, to raiſe my ſelf to the 
Throne again, to revenge the Death and Captivity of 


my Father, Mother, and Siſters, and to recover my 


Reputation. If this Confidence in your Generoſity be 
my Crime, I cannot deny, Sir, but I am truly criminal, 
and if this Knowledge has made me loſe my Liberty, 
and cauſed the Change I obſerve in your Majeſty, I will 
not difayow it, nor hide him from. your Indignation, 
who hath voluntarily expoſed himſelf to it. 1 

T uttered theſe Words with an Aſſuredneſs, which, as 
I believe, hindred the King from interrupt ing me before 
I had ended them; but when I had done ſpeaking, he 
turned his flaming Eyes upon thoſe that were with him, 
and then ſetting them upon my Face with a furious 
Action, Is it true then, ſaid he, that you are Darius's 
Son, and that you are bold enough to make a Confeſſion 
in my Preſence, which cannot but be fatal to you 
amongſt the Scytbians ? Is it true that you are the Son of 
my mortal and irreconcileable Enemy, of him who hath 
often dyed our Fields Red with the Blood of our Sub- 
jets, and with mine own, and who many Times brought 
Fire, Sword, and Deſolation into my Kingdom, and in- 
ſtead of conſidering that the Gods have delivered you 
into my Hands to give me ſome Satisfaction for the In- 
juries I have receiv'd from you and yours, do you pre- 
tend to be protected and aſſiſted by me? I was mov'd 
with this cruel Diſcourſe ; but ] yet conſider'd the Father 
of Berenice and Oyoondates, and ſtruggling againſt my Re- 
ſentments to keep my ſelf within the Reſpect I ow'd him, 
It is true, Sir, replied I, I am the Son of him who was 
heretofore your Enemy ; but that which I have done for 


you and yours, the Marks whereof are ſtill freſh ” the 
£2 | cart 
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Heart of your Kingdom, and in the Limits of your 


Territories, and which I alſo bear in many Parts of my 


Body, may ſufhciently tell you, that Ss ag have few 


Friends have done you Services like thoſe you have re. 
ceiv'd from the Son of your Enemy. No, Sir, I do not 
believe you can yet hold him for your Enemy, why 
abandoned his own Intereſts for yours, and who, to the 
Prejudice of his Dominions, to the Prejudice of his 
Blood, nay, and even to the Prejudice of his Honour, 
fought for you and yours, while his Country was on 
Fire, and while his neareſt Friends became a Prey to 
the Fury of his Enemies. 

I know not whether the King's Anger was then riſen 
of it ſelf to the Height, or that theſe Words ( accompa. 
ny'd with ſome Reproaches) drew him to Extremity of 
Rage; but howſoever it were, he then went beyond the 
Bounds of that Moderation which was befitting a Perſon 
of his Quality, and — forth with a Violence 
which pur a Fear into all thoſe that attended him, Ah! 
Impoſtor, cried he, doſt thou think by thy Arrtifices to 
_ eſcape my juſt Indignation, and to diſpuiſe thoſe pernici- 

ous Deſigns which brought thee into 2 Thou 
cameſt to execute what thou hadſt plotted with Oron- 
dates in Perſia, and 'tis for that End thou haſt lived here 
unknown in my Kingdom ; the Example of that Friend 
hath ſtrengthen'd thee into thy wicked Intentions, and 
by thine own Confeſſion thou art capable as he is of all 
Manner of Perfidiouſneſs, afcer having betray'd thy near- 
eſt Kindred, and abandon'd thy Father in his utmoſt 
Calamities. O Gods ! How deeply did theſe cruel and 
injurious Word pierce into my Soul? And how was the 


Grief I felt for thoſe dear Friends renew'd, by that 


wrongful, bloody Reproach, of having betray'd them, 
and of having abandon'd them ? Certainly it would be 
very hard to expreſs it, and 'twill ſuffice me to tell 
you I loſt part of my Reaſon, and part of my Under- 
Randing, and 'tis the Loſs of them, dear Brother, that 
ſhall obtain your Pardon for what my Tranſport made 
me reply to him, whom Nature hath tied you to witti 
ſo near a Relation. Ingrateful, barbarous King, faid I, 
It thou hadſt any Spark of Honour, or any Senſe ol 

Vertue, 
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vertue, thou wouldſt remember that thou hadſt not now 
deen alive but for him whom thou uſeſt ſo unworthily, 
nor wouldſt thou go about to blaſt the Reputation of 
Two Princes who have nothing to be aſham'd of, but 
what the one receiy'd from thee, and which the other 
has done for thee. I cannot draw any Example from 
my Fore-Fathers of the Perfidiouſneſs wherewith thou 


reproacheſt me, and that of his cannot corrupt the Ver- 


tue of Oroondates, Compleat thy Cruelties againſt him, 
to whom they ſhall henceforth be dearer than thy Friend- 
ſhip, and ſince thou neither deſerveſt ſuch a Son as 
Orcondates, nor ſuch a Friend as Artaxerxes, glut thy ſelf 
with the Remnant of the moſt Tlluſtrious Blood in the 
World ; and believe, that for all I am alone, and un- 
arm'd, I could yet ſhed thine, if a ſtronger Conſidera- 
tion than any Reſpe& to thee, did not with-hold me. 

At theſe ſo bold, and perhaps fo unlook'd for Words, 
the King ſtood as immoveable as a Statue ; I know not 
what Reaſon hindred him from letting looſe his Indig- 
nation inſtantly upon me, ſeeing he might very ally 
have caus'd me to be kill'd. But J could no longer en- 
dure his Preſence, and as ſoon as ever I had done ſpeak- 
ing I turn'd about, and went into my Cloſer, ſhutting 
the Door after me. | 

Behold, a very ſudden Change, and a ſtrange Revo- 
Jution of my Fortune ! The Day before T had been con- 
fidered among the Scythians, as he, who by the Great- 
neſs of his Credit was the only Man that could diſpute 
for the firſt Place with Arſacomesr, and then I ſaw my 
ſelf not only fallen from that Power, but had driven my 
Affairs to ſuch Extremities, that in all Probability I was 
like to periſh ; yet the Fear of that touch'd me but a 
little: And as nothing but Berenice and Orwondates made 
me care for Life, ſo nothing but their Remembrance was 


able to difquiet me: I fear'd that the King was inform'd 


of my Love, and of my Princeſs's Favour toward me, as 
well as of thy Quality, and this laſt Knowledge ot his 
Ripour made me alſo afraid for the Deftiny of Orcondates. 
Theſe Apprehenſions were then my ſharpeſt Difcontents, 
and if Love and Friendſhip had not united themſelves 
with my Diſaſters to torment me, 1 had Courage — 
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and was ſufficiently inured to Misfortunes, to bear my 
Impriſonment with Patience. The King had been upon 
the very Point of letting his Wrath break forth immedi. 
ately againſt me, and was ſo highly oftended at my 
Words, that if he had not been as prudent a Politician, 
as he was a violent and rigorous Enemy, he would haye 
made me find a ſudden Death amongſt the Javelins of his 
Guards; yet did he over-maſter himſelf, whether it were 
that he judg'd other Formalities neceſlary for the puttin 
to Death of a Man of my Quality, or that he believ'd the 
Scythians lov'd me too well to ſuffer ſuch a violent Exe- 
cution without murmuring. Before he went out of my 
Chamber, he, by an Oath, which is inviolable among 
the Scythians, bound all thoſe that were come in with 
him, to keep the Knowledge of my true Quality ſecret ; 
and inventing another Pretence for my being caſt out of 
Favour, he kept the whole World in Ignorance of the 
true one. The Day was not half run out, when: my 
Guards, leading me out of my Lodging, made me get 
into a Chariot, and having ſhut the Sides of it up cloſe, 
removed me to a Houſe that was the uſual Place where 
Great Perſons were wont to be impriſoned : There was 
.T put, and kept with much Watchfulneſs and Severity, 
True it is, my Keepers were as civil to me as I could 
deſire, without Hurt to themſelves ; and, remembring 
the Credit I had lately had amongſt them, and how I had 
often made uſe of it in their Favour, they comply'd with 
me in all Things that could not ſerve to the attaining of 
my Liberty. Twas by their Means I procured, that 
Criton and the Two Scythians Theodates had put to me, 
and who had accompanied me in my Journies, ſhould 
be of the Number of - thoſe that were left to wait upon 
me: They had the Freedom to go out and in; but from 
the ſecond Day they were ſearch'd, which was the Cauſe 
I durſt not venture any Letters by them, for fear of 
putting the Princeſs, and thoſe in whom I truſted, into 
manifeſt Danger. T he King at firſt had ſome Suſpicion 
of Theodates ; and knowing the near Friendſhip that was 
between us, he believed him not ignorant of my true 
Quality, nor of thoſe Deſigns whereof he accuſed me, 
and was going to haye clapt him up as well as 15 
| | | | ut 
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but within a while after, having asked him certain 
Queſtions about it, he found a great deal of Innocence 
in his Anſwers ; and remembring the Fidelity wherewith 
he had ever ſerved him, he gave over ſuſpecting him, 


and believed that his Friendſhip to me was grounded 


upon ſome Obligations I had laid upon him: Yer did he 
refuſe him Leave to viſit me, and uſed all thoſe ſo ill 
who dared to ask him, that no Body had the Boldnefs 
to ſpeak to him of it any more. By this Order it came 
to paſs, that I was many Days before I heard from my 
Princeſs, or from Theodates, and 1 paſs'd them with an 
inconceivable Tediouſneſs and Impatiency. Till then, I 


had not imparted any thing of my Love, or of my true 


Quality to Critor, nor to my Two Scythians, believing 
thoſe Secrets ſo important as not to be truſted to any 
Man except Theodates ; but they were made acquainted 
with my Birth, by the Diſcourſe the King had with me, 
and I had already received ſo great and ſo certain Proofs 
of their Fidelity, in a Service of many Years, that tho? 
the Neceſſity of my Aﬀairs had not obliged me to diſco- 
ver my ſelf to them, I thought I could no longer conceal 
any thing from them without being ungrateful. I laid 
my Heart there fore open to them, and that laſt Know- 
ledge they had of me, having made them more reſpectſul 
than before, they caſt themſelves at my Feet, and re- 
ceived that Proof of my Confidence in them with ſuch a 
Zeal and ſuch an Affection, as drew Tears from my Eyes, 
and made me find ſome Comfort in my Affliction: Yet 
durſt I not give them any Meſſage to my Princeſs ; but 
they ſaw I eodates often, and not daring to bring any 
Letters from him, for fear of the Hazard they ran of be- 
ing ſearch'd, they told me by Word of Mouth, how ex- 
tremely he was griev'd for my Misfortune, and how he 
had taken a Reſolution, either to periſh, or to find ſome 
Means to ſee me, and do me Service ; they alſo brought 
me Word from him, that my Princeſs took as deep an 
Intereſt in my Sufferings as I could deſire; and that not- 
withſtanding all the Endeavours ſhe uſed to diſſemble her 
Sadneſs, ſhe could not hinder Part of it from appearing 
in her Face. 


Though 
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Tho I doubted not before of my Princeſs's Goodnef;, 
I was comforted by this News, and prepared my ſelf with 
more Joy to undergo all the Miteries I was deſtined to 
for her ſake. ; yer could I not, for all my Conſtaney, 
keep my ſelf from bewailing my Captivity ' ſometimes, 
but much leſs for the Danger that threatned me, and 
for the loſs of that Favour to which I was raiſed, than 
for the Abſence of my Princeſs ; and when I complained 
of the King of Scythia's Cruelty and Ingratitude, I ac. 
cuſed him not ſo much for having deprived me of my 
Liberty, as for having deprived me of the fight of Bere. 
nice. 

My furtheſt Walk was limited within the Space of 2 
Chamber, a. Cloſet, and an- outward Room, where Oi. 
ton and my two Scytbians lay. My Chamber had a Win- 
dow that over-looked a ſcurvy Garden, but the Win- 
dow had a double Iron Grate before it, and the Garden 
was encloſed with a very high Wall. One Night Iwas 
in my Bed, where my cruel Diſquiets would not ſuffer 
me to Sleep, when in that {till Silence I often heard a 
Noiſe at my Window, and hearkening attentively to it, 
I guefſed that it was cauſed by certain Stones which: 
were thrown againſt the Iron Bars; I called Criton, who 
was alleep in the Ante-chamber, and having made him 
riſe, I bad him open the Window. Scarce had he done 
ſo, when by help of the Moon, which then caſt a dim 
faint Light, he perceived a Man in the Garden ; he, as 
ſoon as he heard the Noiſe of the Window, came near 
enough to be known by Criton for Prince Theodates ; Cri- | 
ton no Ooner knew him, but he told me of it, and pre- 
ſently I leaped out of Bed, with a Joy intermixed with 
Fear, by Reaſon of the Danger to which my Theodates ex- 
poſed himſelf. As ſoon as I diſcerned him, I put forth 
my Head as far as the Grate would ſuffer me, and raiſing 
my Voice as loud as I durſt, for fear of waking my 
Guards, who were alleep in a Room beyond the Ante- 
chamber, My dear Friend, (ſaid I) is it you? Yes, Sit, 
(anſwered he) it is even I, and it I have not the Liberty 
to entertain you at a nearer Diſtance, neither accuſe the 
fear of Danger, nor the want of my AﬀeRion, Ir is too 


well known to me to do ſo, (replied I) and you now 
| give 
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ive me a Proof of it, for which I, with all my Heart, 
would have diſpenſed with you; *tis not without trouble 
that J enjoy this Happineſs, and how dear ſoever you are 
to me, 1 had rather want it than ſee you put your For- 
tune to ſo manifeſt a Hazard. I'Il hazard it at any time, 
and my Life withal, (ſaid TFeodates) to repay a part of 
E what I owe you, and if need ſhould require me to give 
it you without any Condition, you ſhall never ſee me 
avoid the Occaſions. You are too generotfs in your 
Friendſhip (anſwered I) to be the Friend of Arſaces, and 
the Heavens ought to have given your Virtue a more hap- 
- i Choice: We had ſome other Words of Civility upon 
chat Subject, but having put an End to them to fall into 
*. a more important Converſation, Well, dear Theodates, 
ag (aid I) how ſtands my Fortune, and what are ar Prin- 
* cis Thoughts in this Change of my Condition? Does 
en not Fear, or ſome unjuſt Ceniderieion of what ſhe owes 
E to her Father's Inclinations, make her abate ſomething 
* of the Affection ſhe has promiſed me? Does ſhe not re- 
1 ent her having look'd upon a miſerable Man ? Or, at 
> I leaſt, does ſhe not bear his Misfortune with an Inſenſi- 
if Henefs, whereof I ſhould never have ſuſpe&ed her ? 
vou have leſs Cauſe to do ſo than ever, (ſaid Theodates) 
vor can you complain of her in this Occaſion without 
x doing an A& of Injuſtice, whereof you could never de- 
1s 


ſerve Pardon, Her Thoughts are more paſſionate and 
more obliging to you than you ought to deſire, and I can 
„ xfire you, ſhe ſtood in need of all her Courage to keep 
ber felf from ſinking under her Diſcontent. Cy#enza and 
I receive Proofs which will not ſuffer us to doubt of it, 
and you ſhall receive ſome your ſelf by this Letter, 
: whereof I undertook the Delivery. | | 
At theſe Words I felt a Joy, which for a few Moments 
made me forget all my Afflictions, and calling Criton to 
me again, whom I had fet to Watch near the Room 
where my Guards lay, we ſtudied together for ſome In- 
vention to draw up the Letter to us: We cut fome of 
our Linen into narrow Pieces, and tying them one to an- 
other, made a String long enough to reach to Theodates ; 
he took it by the end and tied the Letter to it, and 1 
ho ſooner had got it into my Hands but 1 made —_ 
| ihe 
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light a Candle, and not fearing Theodates would tale 
it ill, I read theſe welcome Words from my adored 
Princels. | 


| The Princeſs Berenice to Prince Arſaces, 
» 


IF you have met with Ingratitude amongſt my 
* Friends, ſtretch not your Reſentments, my dest 
& Arſaces, fo far as me, but believe my Condition can. 
© not be good ſo long as yours is bad; I ſuffer becauſe 
1 * you are ill uſed, and I ſuffer the more becauſe you ſuf. 

ce fer for my ſake. Not that I bewail my Deſtiny, if 
ce „ou continue to love me; I ſhall never be unhappy 
& if you be ever faithful, nor ſhall you ever be untor- 
© runate if Berenices Affection can contribute to your 
«c Felicity; all the Perſecutions that riſe up againſt us 
& ſhall not be able to ſhake it, and the King of Scythia 
ce can ſhew no Cruelty to Arſacse, that will not equally 
* be fatal to 4" 


Berenice. 


In theſe few Words, which I kiſſed a thouſand times, 
found ſo many Cauſes of Comfort, that I in ſome ſort 
rejoic'd at my Impriſonment, which had afforded me the 
Occaſion of receiving thoſe ſweer Confirmations of my 
Princeſs's Affection. This Conſideration would have 
taken me up whole Hours,. if I had not made a Con- 
ſcience of abuſing Theodates his Patience, who was walt- 
ing alone in the Garden, and who, for all he was 4 
Prince, did me the ſame Offices I could have hop'd for 
from my meaneſt Servant. As ſoon as he was come cloſe 
under my, Window, putting my Head out as I had done 
before, Moſt obliging Prince, (ſaid I) and the moſt generous 
Friend of ail thoſe that ever bore that Name, your _ 
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uts me into a, Confuſion which I am not able to expreſs. 
Tis enough, (interrupted Theodates) reſerve theſe Comple- 
ments for others, and think now of ſending the Princeſs an 


| Anſever. Since you will have it ſo, (replied I) TA drive 


my Incivility to the utmoſt, and I know you will be ſo good 
as to pardon it, in Conſideration of my Misfortunes. With 
theſe Words I went from the Window, leaving my good 
Friend to walk alone in thc Carden, The fawe Servants 


that had accompanied him, and that had brought the Lad- 


der wherewith he had gotten over the Wall, ſtaid for 
him in the next Street, and kept watch to hinder him 
from being ſurprized. Criton had found Means, from the 
beginning of my Impriſonment, to procure Ink and Paper 


| from my Guards, and having given it me, I wrote to my 


Princeſs in theſe Terms: 


Arſaces to the Princeſs Berenice. 


« NO, my dear Princeſs, I ſhall never be unfortunate 
«c ſo long as you remember me; and all that I 
« ſhall ſuffer for you, inſtead of afflicting me, ſhall be 
« accounted a moſt glorious Recompence. It was not 
ce in the King's Power to deprive me of my Liberty, I 
« loſt it when I ſaw you firſt ; and by making me ceaſe 
ec to ſee you, he can neitheir take it away, nor reſtore 
«jt, Vet has he uſed all the Cruelty he could againſt 
« me, and not being able to rob me. of my Princeſs's 
« Affection, he has robb'd me of her Sight, ſince that 
« was a Thing within the limit of his Authority. It is 
« only in the want of it that my Impriſonment conſiſts, 
« and being forbidden to fee you, I ſhould be as much a 
« Priſoner in the open Field as in the cloſeſt Dungeon. 
« Fear nothing therefore for me, dear Princeſs, ſince (ex- 
« cept thoſe that depend on you). this is the greateſt Un- 
« happineſs I can receive, and being ſecured by your 
« Promiſe of whatſoever I could apprehend, all that 
te our Enemies can do is not terrible enough to ſtrike 
« fear into the Courage of Arſaces. 


When 
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When 1 had folded up this Letter, I tied it to the 
String, and going to the Window again, I let it doyy 
into Theodates's Hand, with Words full of Affectien aud 
Acknowledgment for the good Offices he did me, W. 
had ſome other Diſcourſe touching what the King's ly, 
tentions might be againſt me, whereof Theodates told ne 
he was as ignorant as I; yet could he not believe tha 
King would come to Extremities againſt me, after the 
Services I had done to his Kingdom, and to his Perſon; 
and we both believ'd he would ſpin out my Impriſonmen 
in length, to determine of it according to the Event of his 
Affairs. We had many Things to ſay to one another, but 
I fear'd leſt Theodates ſhould be ſurprized in fo long: 
Viſit, and ſo I forc'd him to go away, tho' he defir'd to 
have diſcourſed with me longer. . 

After that Night, I ſaw him and many others by the 
fame Means, but never without bringing me Marks of 
my Pxinceſs's Remembrance, and twas by them I leſlen' 
the Weariſomneſs of my Impriſonment, which, after the 
Loſſes I had undergone, would not have been fuppey- 
table but for thoſe ſweet Conſolations. I learn'd by hip 
how Arſacomes continued his Perſecutions, and though | 
found a Remedy againſt that Miſchief, in the Knoy- 
ledge of the little Fruit they reap'd, I ſaw great cauſe 
of Fear, when I heard they were approved by the King, 
and that inſolent Man employ'd his Authority to 2. 
- "a5 what he could not obtain by the Merit of his Per 
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all the Scythians, upon the Report of Alexander's coming. 
1 continued many Days without learning what General 
would be ſent againſt thoſe dreadful Enemies, tho' Theo- 


dates brought me Word, that all the Scythians petitioned 
the King for their Prince's Liberty, and cried aloud, that 


no other Body could be ſer to oppoſe that Conqueror of 
all the Earth. The King, by the Counſel of the inte- 
reſſed Perſon, did long forbear to ſatisfy their Deſires, 
but in the end, he found ſo much Juſtice in them, or 
rather ſo little Security to himſelf and his, in the Elec- 
tion of another Commander, (he himſelf being already 
rown infirm with Years, and very unfit to undertake 
Pick an Enterprize) that he promiſed them what they had 
ſo earneſtly . 5 for, and reſolved to put an End to 
that tedious and unjuſt Captivity for which all Scytbia 
had much lamented. I was extremely everjoy'd when I 
heard this pleaſing News by Theodates, and though my 
Friendſhip to my dear Brother was ſufficient alone to 
make me ſo, yet I confeſs it was encreaſed by ſome little 
Mixture of Intereſt. I doubted not but J ſhould ſtill 
find the ſame Affection from him he had formerly ſhew'd 
me, and was confident, that in the Authority he was 
going to recover, I might hope for all the Support, and 
all the Aſſiſtance I could deſire. Yet did I not think it 
fit he ſhould ſo ſoon learn the Truth of my Affairs, for 
fear leſt being but upon the point of getting again into 
his Father's good Opinion, the Endeavours he ſhould uſe 
in favour of me might caſt, him into his Diſpleaſure more 
deeply than before, and deſtroy a Fortune that was yet 
but weakly ſettled. To prevent this Danger, I made 
Theodates ſwear he would do a Thing I ſhould deſire him, 
and after I had ſtrongly engaged him, that there was no 
longer any Cauſe to doubt his Promiſe, I entreated him, 
Brother, that he would not make you acquainted with 
what he knew concerning me, till the End of the War 
to which you were going, becauſe I was afraid that News 
would be enough to make you quit the Employment that 
was given you, which would certainly incenſe the King 
__ you more than ever, and ſo utterly ruin you. 
odates made great Difficulty of granting me this Re- 
queſt, but he was ſo faſt tied by his Oaths, (whereof the 
Scythians 
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Scythians have a particular Veneration) that after he had 
reliſted a good while, he was fain in the End to confirm 
the "EM; he had made me. This was the Cauſe, dear 
Brother, that hindred him from telling you my Adven- 
tures, during that Voyage in which he accompanied you, 
tho”, as he has told me ſince, it was not without great 
Violence vpon his Inclinations. The Prince of Scythia 
interrupting Arſaces here, It 1s true, (ſaid he) Brother, 
Theodares dd reli giouſiy obſerve what he had promiſed you, 
and ſtill ſpeaking to me of you as of Arlaces, he contented 
b;mſelf with begetting a love in me toward you, by the Reci. 
tal of your good Qualities, without ever making me ſuſyef 
that you were Artaxerxes. Alas ! 1 was far from imagin- 
ing any ſuch Tning, and neither Time, nor the continued 
Courſe of my Adventures, had been able to make me hee the 
Remembrance of my dear Brother's Death; it was always 
preſent to my Thoughts, and now I cali to mind, that when it 


drew Tears from my Eyes, and made me fall into thoſe La-. 


mentations which I owed to ſo dear a Memory, Theodates 
would alledge. Examples to make me believe, that by ſome 
ſtrange Effect of Fortune you might fell be alive, and that 
there had been perſons deceived after as great Probabilities as 
thoſe which had perſuaded us you were dead. While the 
Prince was ſpeaking thus, Dinner was brought in, and 
thoſe illuſtrious Perſons made a pleaſing Meal together; 
during which, their Diſcourſe was partly conceruing the 
marvellous Events Arſaces had recounted ; and they had 
no ſooner dined, but that Prince diſpoſed himſelf to go 
on with the Remainder of his Story ; the Company, 
Who feared leſt ſpeaking ſo long might be hurtful to him 

in his preſent Condition, would have diſſuaded him from 
continuing his Narration, but he told them he felt him- 
ſelf well enough to make an end of it without 7 Wc 
to/his Health, and ſo having put them into their former 
Silence, he went on where he had left, on this manner. 


The End of ite Third BOOK. 
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N H E Joy I had receiv'd, dear Brother, by = 
the News which gave me hope of your oP 
98 T' 55 Liberty was moderated by that which wy 


er Theodates brought me the Day after, when 
\y OSA he told me the King had commanded him 
| to accompany, you in that Journey, wi h 
Arſacomes, who was alſo to go along with you. This 

was a very ſenſible blow to me, and when I ſaw my ſelf 

reduc'd to loſe the Conſolation of that dear Friend, I ING 

knew not which way I ſhould be able to bear it. Theo- kink] 
dates ſeemed no leſs troubled at it than I was, and would $0 

Vor. IV. I rather 


194 AS SANDRA part IV. 


rather have drawn the King's Anger upon himſelf, than 
have forſaken me in a Seaſon when he was ſo neceſſary 
to me; but I was very unwilling my Friendſhip ſhould 
be prejudicial to him, therefore repreſenting that 1 was 
not like to run any hazard of my Lite during his Abſence, 
and that the King ſeemed to be a little mollified ſince 
my Impriſonment, I after a long Conteſtation, perſuade 
him to leave me for a time. Iwill not entertain you 
with the Diſcourſe of our Farewels, the Place would 
not ſuffer us to embrace one another, but it hindred us 
not from ſaying all that ſo tender an Affection as ours 
could make us utter at ſuch a Parting. We took as good 
order in my Affairs, as the Haſtineſs of your Departure 
would permit ; but it was ſo ſudden, that the next Day 
I was deprived of that dear Friend, who ſo generoully 
_ aſſiſted me to ſupport the Burthen of my Misfortunes, 
1 heard in what manner the King had fetcht you out of 
Priſon himſelf, and how he had made you to take Horſe, 
without giving you the Liberty to come into the Town, 
or ſo much as to ſee the Princeſs your Siſter, and I judg'd 
with ſome Probability, that knowing how earneſtly you 
would intereſt your ſelf on my behalf, he had us'd that 
Caution in your Departure, to keep you from all Know- 
Jedge of me; which I the rather beliey'd becauſe he ap- 
pointed none of thoſe to wait upon you in your Journey, 


who had been preſent at our laſt Converſation ; and for 


Arſacomes it he knew who I was, as it was likely he did, 
fince it was by one of his Creatures I thought my ſelf to 
have been diſcovered, he wanted not many Reaſons 
powerful enough to oblige him to Silence. I was left in 
a very gloomy Night, though it were lightened with 
Tome ſmall Beam of Hope, in the Expectation of your 
Return, and ſweetned with ſome Comfort by the going 
away of Arſacomes, who by that Means loſt the Oppor- 
tunity of making any Advantage of my Impriſonment, 


For the Furtherance of his Ptetenſions to Berenice; tis 


true, the Queen his Siſter ſupplied his Place well enough; 
and tormented that poor Princeſs in ſuch a manner, that 


ſhe was often conſtrained to make Complaints againſt her, 
by whoſe ill Uſage ſhe was driven beyond the Limits of 


her uſual Moderation. I receiv'd no more of her Let- 


ters 
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ters after Theodates's Departure, but Criton ſaw Cyheniaæ 
every Day, and learned News of her, which he ſtill 
brought me by Word of Mouth. This was ſome eaſe 
to my Afflictions for being deprived of ſo dear a Sight, 
yet not ſo great an one, but that they began to over- 
whelm me, and to put me into ſuch a Condition as might 
have mov'd Pity even in the King of Scythia himſelf. I 
liv'd on this manner, or rather ſuffered a continual Death, 
when my Miſeries receiv'd a bloody ſurcharge, and that 
which I had never apprehended. ; 
Queen Stratonice finding with what Repugnance the 
Princeſs defended her ſelf againſt her Brother's Affec- 
tion, and imagining by the Opinion ſhe had of him, that 
he was handſom enough to merit hers, believ'd that ſo 
ſtrong a Reſiſtance, both againſt his Perſecutions, and 
againſt the King's Command, could not proceed from 
any Thing elſe but an Averſion caus'd by ſome other 
Love. i | 
Arſacomes had already told her his Suſpicions of me, 
and had by that Advertiſement oblig'd her to obſerve my 
Actions more heedfully than before; nor was ſhe con- 
tented with that Care, but that ſhe might be perfectly 
fatisfied of the Truth, ſhe by Preſents and Promiſes, had 
corrupted one of the Princeſs's Maids, who had formerly 
belonged to her, and had ſo diſpoſed her to a treacherous 
Compliance with her Intentions, that that diſloyal Crea- 
ture had no other Thought but to play the Spy upon her 
Miſtreſs's Actions, and to feck Occaſions of betraying 
her, as the Means to make her ſelf a Fortune, The Prin- 
ceſs truſted her not with the Secret of her Affection, nei- 
ther did ſhe miſtruſt her, but next to CyMenia uſed her as 
tavourably as any of the reſt, 
She obſerved the frequent Diſcourſes between Criton 
and CyZenia during my Impriſonment, and by telling the 
Queen of them confirm'd her in her Suſpicions, and drew 
more conſiderable Gifts and Promiſes, that engaged her 
further in her pernicious Deſign, which ſhe found Means 
to effect when ſhe leaſt expected it. The Princeſs, con- 
trary to the Requeſt I had often made her, kept all my 
Letters, and not thinking ſhe had any Body about her ſo 
falſe as to Teck to betray her, only lockt them up in a 
L | 12 Cabinet, 


196 CASSANDRA part Iv. 


Cabinet, with thoſe other Things ſne valued moſt. One 


Day having ſhut her ſelf up in her Cloſet with Cyllenia, © 


after ſhe had entertained her a while with the Griet which 
her Goodneſs made her ſenſible of for my Sufferings, ſhe 


called for her Cabinet, and ſought to comfort her ſelf in 


her Diſcontents, by her Reading of my Letters. She fat 
Jeaning upon a Table, where ſhe read them over one af- 
ter another, but before ſhe had done, ſhe was ſurprized 
In that tedious Employment by Sleep, which inſenſibly 
ſtole into her Eyes. | 


Zenia not taking Notice that her Miſtreſs was fallen 
aſleep, and being call'd away by ſome other Buſineſs, 


went very imprudently out of the Cloſet, ſhutting the 


Door but half way after her. While ſhe was abſent and 


the Princeſs aſleep, that perfidious Creature who ſery'd 
Stratonice in her Intention, and had ſet her Mind upon 
nothing but her Treachery, came either by Chance, or 
eut of Deſign into the Chamber, where ſhe neither found 
the Princeſs nor any of her Companions; and then draw- 
Ing near the Cloſet Door, which ſhe ſaw half open, after 
The had pull'd it a little further, ſhe thruſt in her Head, 


and ſaw the Princeſs aſleep upon the laſt Letter ſhe was 


Reading, and by her all the reſt, whereof ſome were 
open. That Sight made her gueſs inſtantly part of the 
Truth, and taking Courage by hope of the Recompence 
The expected, ſhe grew ſo bold as to go into the Cloſet, 
and to ſteal ſoftly to the Table, where ſeeing that her 
Miſtreſs wakened not, ſhe took four of my Letters, from 
among a ſcore of others, and putting them up in haſte, 
went out again not making any Noiſe, and paſſed thro' 
ene Chamber without meeting any Body that could diſ- 
cover her. Within a while after, CyZenia being re- 
turned, and Berenice awake, ſhe gave her the Cabinet to 
Tet away, not perceiving the Theft, by reaſon of the 
number of Letters. The Maid was no ſooner in a Place 
where ſhe could look upon the Prey, but ſhe preſently 
caſt her Eyes upon it, and in the firſt Words ſhe read, 
found all that was deſired of her. She delayed not a 
Minute to go to Stratonice's Lodgings, and having eaſily 
obtained a particular Audience, delivered her the Letters 


{he had ſtollen: As ſoon as òfratonice had read * of 
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them, ſhe ſaw her ſelf but too much confirm'd in her 
Opinion, and having in the reſt found more than ſhe 

wiſhed for her Brother's Satisfaction, was tranſported 
with Anger, and went full of Reſentment into the King's 
Chamber, where ſhe made her zcruel Accuſation to 
him, and gave him thoſe Witneſles that were to convince 
us. The King having formerly received many Letters 
from me, and was ſo well acquainted with my Hand, 
that it was eaſy for him to know it at the firſt ſight, 
The Aſtoniſhment of Actæon at the ſudden Alteration of 
his Shape, was not to be equall'd to that of the = of 
 beythia, at the _ of my Letters, nor can I repreſent 
what a Confuſion ſeiz'd on him, when in the firſt he 
open'd, he found theſe Words: 


Arſaces to the Princeſs Berenice. 


1 Should have been dead, fair Princeſs, but for the ſwwees 
Conſolations you afford my Miſeries, and my Enemies bad 
triumphed over my Life as ſoon as my Liberty, if they could 
have triumphed over your Conſtancy. But can I bave 
Reaſon to complain of them, ſince in the Deſign of ruining 
me, they raiſe my Fortune; and ſince they ſeem to have de- 
prived me of my Princeſs's Sight, only to give me the Occa- 
ſions of knowing ber Affection? This Happineſs is infinitely 
above all my Misfortunes, and for a Gain of ſo great Impor- 
tance, my greateſt Loſſes are inconſiderable. 


O Gods ! (cried the King as he made an end of Read- 
ing this Letter) with what kind of Affection will you 
overwhelm me, and by what Actions have I fo highly 
incenſed you, that you ſhould arm my ingrateful Family 
againſt my Repoſe, and againſt my Reputation ? Ah ! 
Bererice, fooliſh Berenice, whom I never ſuſpected of 
ſuch Lightneſs, and of ſuch a Perfidiouſneſs, by whet 

4 ; Ufage 
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Uſage have I given thee Cauſe to betray me, and by what 
Puniſhments canſt thou be able to blot out the Offence 
thou haſt committed againſt me? Having ſaid thus, he 
open'd another Letter, in which, with a like Aſtoniſh- 
ment, he read theſe Words: | 


Arſaces to the Princeſs Berenice. 


Y Sorrows are redoubled by the Knowledge of 

yours, and I am leſs ſenſible of my own Miſe- 
ries, than of the Perſecutions you ſuffer from that in- 
{olent Brother, and his cruel Siſter ; but pardon me, 
dear Princeſs, if I cannot be totally afflicted at them, 
nor think with Trouble of the Aſſaults you receive, 
without looking with Joy upon the generous Reſiſtance 
you make in favour of me ; my Advantages thereby 
are too great to loſe the Remembrance of them utterly, 
and if I had not had an indiſcreet Rival, and a trou- 
bleſom Enemy, I ſhould not ſo ſoon have known the 
Conſtancy of my adored Princeſs. 


Wa nA Aa a a aA nn Aa a 


The King was fo tranſported at the Reading of theſe, 
that he had not Patience to read the other Letters, but 
the Queen open'd them in his Preſence, and made him 
alſo hear theſe Words in the next: | 


Arſaces to the Princeſs Berenice. 


e Have been told what paſt laſt Night in your Cham- 
bo ber, and what cruel Words the King ſpoke in fa- 
£ vour of my Rival; you heard them, moſt lovely Prin- 

© ceſs, without changing your Reſolution, and being all 


© made up of Goodneſs and Generoſity, are ſill wi ling 
hs 4 
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to ſuffer for him whoſe moſt cruel Sufferings cannot at 
call merit the leaſt of yours; there is no Juſtice in it, 
« fair Princeſs; but though there were a great deal leſs, 
it is impoſſible for me to condemn you; I confeſs I 
s love my felt too well, ſince J deſire my own Advan- 
etage to the prejudice of your Repoſe, but I do it only 
c becauſe I am yours, and if T ſhould ceaſe to be ſo, I 
« proteſt to you, I would alſo ceaſe to love my ſelf. 


Ah ! Suborner, (cried the King) art thou not content 
with having employed thy Subtilty in broaching thy 
faithleſs Practices in my Kingdom, without making uſe 
of it to ſeduce my own Houſe againſt me; and couldft 
thou not ſatisfy thy ſelf with ſpreading thy Poiſon among 
the Scythians, without infecting alſo the Royal Family ? 
Let's ſee, (continued he, taking the laſt Letter out of 
the Queen's Hand) let's ſee the reſt of his perfidious 
Deſigns, and let us in the Continuation of his Crimes, 
find evident Matter for our Revenge. Saying thus, he 
caſt his Eyes upon it, and ſaw that it was written in theſe 
Terms: | | , 


Arſaces to the Princeſs Berenice. 


AM not able to repreſent with what an Exceſs of Foy I 

heard the King's Intention to ſet our dear Brother at Li- 
terty. This Contentment (deareſt Princeſs) is both beyond 
Expreſſion, and Imagination; and though-by the End of his 
Captivity I hope for that of my Afiictions, I proteſt that our 
Intereſts make the ſmalleſt part of my Foy, and that as that 
Brother is infinitely dearer to me than my ſel 1 look upon 
bis Happineſs and his Advantages with a great deal more Sa- 
ti faction than mine own. Not that I can have _ for- 
gotten them, ( fair Princeſs) but T give them up abſolutely to 


my dear Brother, ſince I cannot think of bis Liberty, qvithout 


boping thereby for the Eſtabliſhment of my Fortune. 
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Thy Hopes are vain, (ſaid the King, as he made an 
end of Reading theſe Words) thy Hopes are vain, falſe 
Arſaces, diſſembling Artanemes, and tho' by thy dilloya] 
Practices thou corrupteſt my Subjects, and armeſt mine 
own Children 1 me, know, thou ſhalt reap but 
ſmall Advantage by it, and ſnalt profit but little either 
by the Infidelity of Oroondates, or by the Weakneſs of 
Berenice. As he ſpoke theſe Words, he walked about 
the Chamber with ſo furious an Action, that the Queen 
did not dare to look upon him, and began already to 
repent that ſhe had put him into ſo violent a Rage. Bere. 
nice, (ſaid he) Berenice has betray'd me, and that Daugh. 
ter whom I had brought up with ſo much Care, and in 
whom I thought I had found ſo many Signs of dutiſul 
Obedience, and of a perte& Virtue, does not only love 
a Man without my Approbation, but gives her ſelf over 
(faithleſs Girl as ſhe is) to the Love of my mortal and 
irreconcileable Enemy. 

This Thought tranſported him with Fury ; and pre- 
fently after, I'll puniſh her (continued he) in ſuch a man- 
ner as ſhall ſerve for an Example to all that are of her 
Condition, and ſhall teach all Royal Families the Hei- 
nouſneſs of ſuch an Infidelity againſt a Father, and againſt 
a King. With theſe Words, not being able to maſter his 
Anger, he ſent for the Princeſs, and ar the ſame time 
having learn'd in what Place ſhe us'd to ſet the Box where 
any Letters were, he gave his Guards order to bring it 
him, and to take it by Force if there were any Dithculty 
made of delivering it. | 

Berenice had no ſooner received the King's Command, 
when being ignorant of her Deſtiny, ſhe went to wait 
upon him in his Chamber, but ſcarce was ſhe come in, 
when ſhe read her Misfortune in his Face ; and as ſhe 
was commonly in an Apprehenſion of what then had hap- 
pen'd, ſhe inſtantly found her Condemnation in her Fa- 
ther's Looks. O Gods! How infinitely was ſhe ſur- 
prized, when inſtead of the kind Welcome ſhE was 
wont to receive from him, ſhe ſaw herſelf melt with fo 
terrible an Action, as might have daunted the moſt fear- 
leſs Perſons. He had ſtill my laſt Letter in his 1 * 

the 


che others lay open upon the Table, and preſently aſter 
they brought in the Cabinet in which were all the reſt. 
At that Sight alone ſhe ſeemed half dead, and the 
King having beheld her awhile in that Trouble which 
did abſolutely convince her, without being able to find 
Words capable to expreſs his Indignation, broke forth 
at laſt in ſuch a Manner, that a Clap of Thunder could 
not have ſtruck ſuch a Terror into the affrighted Heart 
of that poor Princeſs. Thou wicked, ingrateful, per- 
fidious Creature, (ſaid he,) or rather, thou Monſter of 
Infidelity and Ingratitude, behold the gallant Marks of 
thy Vertue ; thou art not only convicted of an Affection 
which diſhonours thee, and which fixes an eternal Ble- 
miſh upon thy Reputation, but alſo of holding a treache- 
rous Intelligence with my mortal Enemies, or rather of 
a Conſpiracy againſt thy Father, and againſt thy King: 
See here, ſee the brave Letters of Darius's Son, and brag 
of having made him triumph over my whole Family, as 
thou wouldeſt have made him do over my Dominions, 
and perhaps over my very Lite. Was it then in Favour 
of this Lover, that thou ſo ſtiffly didſt oppoſe my Com- 
mand? And didſt thou perfiſt in that Pride, and that 
Diſdain of a Birth inferior to thine, only to ſeek for an 
Equality in the Remnants of Darius's Blood, and in this 


diveſted Prince, who by his horrible Practices, would 


at the Coſt of our Houſe, have repaired the Loſſes of his 
own? The poor Princeſs, at this Torrent of cruel 
Words, was ready to loſe her Senſes, and her Under- 
ſtanding ; and all ſhe was able to do, was to let her ſelf 
fall at the King's Feet, where ſhe endeavour'd to appeaſe 
his Anger by a Stream of Tears, which would have mol- 
lied any other Heart but his. His was not at all moy'd 
with them, but thruſting back this poor Princeſs, with 
Eyes ſparkling with Wrath, and with an Action full of 
Cruelty. Think not, ſaid he, by thy deceitful Tears to 
{often my juſt Reſentments ; ſince thou joineſt thy felf in 
2 Confederacy with my Enemies to betray me, thou with 
them ſhalt bear the Reward of thy Treachery ; and ſince 
thou declareſt thy ſelf to be my Enemy, thou ſhalt know 
me to be thine ; all my Thoughts of Love, are now 
turn'd into Thoughts of Hatred againſt thee; and * 
1 
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haſt hitherto found me an indulgent Father, ſo ſhalt thou 
now ſee me as ſevere an Enemy. T'll take an Order to 
croſs thy perfidious Deſigns; and fince Heaven hath 
diſcover'd them to me, to thy eternal Shame and Confu. 
fron, P11 make whatever you had prepared againſt me, 
fall upon thy ſelf, and upon thy falſe Suborner. Let him 
not ſo ſoon rejoice at the Advantages he has won upon 
my Houſe ; I hope they ſhall benefit him bur little, and 
I ſhall be in a Condition to ſatisfy my ſelf for all the 
Injuries he has done me. 

The King accompanied theſe Words with a whole 
Heap of Reproaches, which it would be hard for me to 
repeat; and this poor Princeſs was ſo troubled at them, 
that ſhe never had the Confidence to open her Mouth in 
her own Juſtification. Her Silence perfected her Con- 
demnation in the King's Thoughts ; and after he had 
further aggravated her Griefs by many bitter Words, he 
commanded her to be gone out of his Preſence, and to 
retire to her Chamber, which was to be her Priſon, 
You tremble {till at this Remembrance, Madam, (purſu'd 
Arſaces, turning toward Berenice,) and in your Face! 
{till ſee the Marks of the Fright you were in at that En- 
counter; truly the Cauſe was Jufficient, and when I heard 
the Relation of it, the Apprehenſions I fell into for you, 
came bur little ſhort of yours. Yet did not I hear it till 
' Tome few Days after, but that very Day my Servants 
were forbidden to ſtir any more out of Priſon, and were 
preſently deprived of that little Liberty which till then 

had been permitted them. 5 3 
I will not tell you, Brother, what Berenices Thoughts 
were, ſecing herſelf expoſed to the Anger of a Father, 
whoſe pitileſs Nature was not unknown to her; you ate 
not ignorant that ſhe is of a very gentle Humour, and 
ſuch an one as was no way able to reſiſt thoſe violent 
Aſſaults. The Confuſion ſhe was in, ſeeing her Affection 
diſcovered, and her Fear of the King's Threats, tormented 
her not a little; but ſhe has had the Goodneſs to confeb 
to me fince, (and will pardoa me if I tell it you) that 
the Apprehenſion of my Danger made the greateſt Pan 
of all her Sufferings, not doubting but that the King 
in 


taken, and all things about him contributed to make! me 


employ the Hands of any of his Subjects to do that Office; 
therefore he leaves it to your own; Choice, to take either 
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in the Violence of his Anger, would fly to Extremities 
againſt me. F + an Riad yg 
This Fear, which was not groundleſs, could not ſet- 
tle it ſelf in her Heart, without a moſt ſenſible Affliction 
and though ſhe had Cauſe 22 ro lament for her own 
Captivity, ſeeing ſhe was a Priſoner herſelf, and confin'd 
to the Limits of her Chamber, yet did ſhe to that Con- 
fideration, add alſo that of Arſaces's Ruin, and was ex- 
ceſſively grieved for fear of ſeeing a Prince periſh, (and 
periſh by her Occaſion) who had given himſelf wholly 
to her, and who by the, Endeavours of his Services, had 
merited ſome Part in her Affection. Theſe indeed were 
lawtul Apprehenſions, but they would have been much 
greater, if ſhe had been of the King's Counſel, and had 
perfectly known his final Reſolution. Truly it was a 
ſtranger one than I expected, and you will not only diſ- 
approve it, Brother, but will alſo be aſtoniſh'd at it, 
and if you pleaſe will pardon me all thoſe Words 
which a juſt Senſe thereof may make me. utter in the 
Proſecution of my Diſcourſe, _ : E at 

I was in my Chamber with Criten, where were alſo 
Theocles and Hyander, my Two faithful Scythian Servants, 
when I ſaw one of thoſe that commanded my Guards 
come in, followed by Five or Six of his Men, in a Man- 
ner that was ſomething extraordinary : He brought a 
Cup in his Right Hand, and a Dagger in his Left. His 
Countenance was altered by the Buſineſs he had under- 


know his Errand: I was ſurpriz'd at this Encounter, and 
gueſs'd, though with ſome Repugnance, the Truth of his 
Commiſion. | AN ar Tad 

Vet did I give him Time to tell me what it was, and 
he trembling, and ſtammering, at laſt got out theſe Words: 
Sir, ( ſaid he) the King is reſolv'd that you muſt dye; 
but the Conſideration he has of your Perſon, and; of the 
Services you have done this State, will not ſufter, him to 


this Ponyard, or this Poiſon, ſor the Execution of his 
Will. ved | 
Ah! 
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Ah! Brother, (ery'd out Prince Oroondates, at this Part 
of Arſaces's Diſcourſe,) What Prodigies are theſe you tell 
me, and what Shame will you have me ſuffer, for being 
born of a more cruel and a more barbarous Monſter, than 
any that Africk ever bred! Oh thou inhuman Typer, I 
diſavow thee, and ſince thou doeſt ſo little conſider, 
both the chiefeſt Blood in all the World, and the Perſon 
that ought to be moſt dear, and moſt conſiderable to thee; 
I account my Birth more vile and ſhameful, than if I had 
receiv d it from the baſeſt Dregs of the People. Oroon- 
dates, tranſported by his Reſentment, would have gone 
on with his Invective, if Arſaces had not hindred him by 
proſecuting his Story on this Manner : 

I confeſs, Brother, I was as much ſurpriz'd as you are 
at this cruel Propoſition, for though I began to be ac- 
quainted with the King's Humour, and that I had ſome 
Reaſon to look for ſome ill Uſage, I could never have 
believed he would have run to that Extremity againſt a 
Prince of my Quality, and a Prince who had ſerv'd him 
both in his Affairs, and in his own Perſon. And indeed 
I teſtified my Aſtoniſnment by a Silence, which per- 
chance made theſe Guards think it was caus'd by the 


Fear of Death. True it is, I had ceas'd to deſire it, as 


well by Reaſon of the Proofs I receiv'd of my Princeſs's 
Affection, as of the Hopes I had in your Aſſiſtance ; and 
That if my Life (which the Sweetneſs of theſe Hopes be- 
gan to make much dearer to me than it was before) 
could be preſerv'd without doing an unworthy Action, 
I did not diſdain to lay hold of the Occaſion. Yet was 
it not ſo much the Fear of lofing it, as the Horror of 
that Uſage, together with Deſpite and Amazement, that 
caus d the Greatneſs of my Confuſion. But as great as 
it was, I quickly recovered my ſelf, and looking upon 
that fatal Meſſenger with an Action that utterly took 


away the little Courage he had left: Is it poſſible, faid I, 


the King ſhould have given you this Commiſſion againſt 


a Prince whofe Birth is known to him, and againſt a 


Prince to whom he owes his Life and the Peace of his 
Dominions ? *T'was he himſelf that gave it me, ( replied 
the Man) but I took it not without Repugnance, yet 
am I oblig'd to obey his Orders, and punQually to exe- 
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cute his Commands. What, ſaid I, you who are one 
of the very Scythians, who have often ſeen me at the 
Head of your Armies, ſecuring your Quietneſs by the 
Loſs of my own Blood, are you reſolyed to obey his 
Orders, and to execute his Commands? Yes Sir, ( an- 
ſwered that barbarous Fellow) and if after the Choice I 
have offer d you, your Hand refuſe to perform his Sen- 
tence, mine muſt become the Inſtrument to ſupply that 
Defect, I'Il fave it that Labour, (reply'd I with a Coun- 
tenance far more reſolute than his) and Death is too 
familiar to me, to borrow that from thy Hands, which I 
can eaſily compaſs with mine own: Give me that Dagger, 
(continued 1 pn forth my Hand) the other kind of 
Death would little become the Life of Arſaces, and he 
has been prodigal enough of his Blood for thee and all 
thy Country-men, to make thee believe he can himſelf 
ur forth the Remainder of it, to ſatisfy the Ingratitude 

of the King of Scythia.. | o 
As I ended theſe Words, I took the Dagger from his 
Hand, but twas with an Intention very different from 
his; and as ſoon as ever I had hold of it, I lifted up my 
Arm, and inſtead of ſtriking my own Breaſt, ſtabb'd ic 
up to the Hilt in his. Scarce had I pull'd it out again, 
all hot and bloody, but inſtantly I plung'd it into the 
Body of his neareſt Companion, who by reaſon of the 
Suddenneſs of my Action had not Time to prevent it; 
and then immediately taking away his Sword, I began 
to diſpute my Life againſt the reſt. I might perhaps have 
periſh'd, being unarm'd as I was, but I was furioutly 
ſcconded by Criton, who had gotten up the Sword of the 
firſt, and by my Two Scythians, who being reſolv'd to 
die with me, laid hold of the Swords and Javelins of 
thoſe they ſaw fall, and plac'd themſelves by my Side 
with a marvellous Courage. By their Aſſiſtance, I was 
quickly deliver'd from my Enemies, who were no better 
arm'd than we, and the laſt of them was turning his 
Back to fave himſelf in the Hall, where he had left more 
of his Companions; when I ſaw them come to his Relief, 
I was fo heated, that the Number of my Enemies frighted 
me but little ; but they were ſo terrify'd themſelves by 
$ 


the Death of their Fellows, and by the Reſolutene 
y Where: 
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wherewith we came upon them, that they did not what 
they might have done, to revenge their Companions, and 


to oppoſe my Paſſage. True it is, the Knowledge I had 


that this was the only Way tor my Satety, and for my 
Revenge, and my Delire to ſell a Lite at the deareſt Rate, 
which they ſo unworthily would have taken away, 
made me do Things beyond my Strength, and I gave but 
few Blows that diſpatch'd not an Enemy out of the Fight, 
Criton and my Two S:ythians aſſiſted me ſo valiantly, that 
they laid Five or Six of them at their Feet, and the reſt 
were ſo poſſeſs d with Fear, that they left the Pallage, 
and the Door open to me. They followed us down 
Stairs, but very coldly, and thoſe that came in our Way, 
to hinder our going out, felt ſuch Effect, either of our 


Courage, or of our Deſpair, that the laſt of them were 


conſtrain'd to open the outermoſt Gate, to ſeek their 
Safety in the Town. We ruſh'd out after them with- 
out Delay, and came into the Street all bloody, and ina 
Poſture that might have caus'd Terror in the moſt- un- 
daunted Perſons. My Guards cry'd out in the Streets, 
and call'd for Help in the King's Name; their Cries drew 
a great many People together, but the Sight of us put 
them to a Stand; and when I ſaw them waver in the Re- 
ſolution they ſhould take, People of Iſedon, ſaid I, for 
you I have often given the better Part of my Blood, and 
will you favour my Enemies in a baſe and cruel Aﬀaſſi- 
nate ? Or rather, will you ſee him murther'd by traite- 
rous, ingrateful Wretches, who at your Head has both 


fought and conquer'd for you ? I am your General, I am 


your Fellow-Soldier Arſaces, the very Man to whom you 
ſo voluntarily ſubmitted your ſelves, and the very Man 
whom you have followed in War with ſo much AﬀeRion. 
As I ſpake theſe Words, I open'd my Way with my 
Sword among thoſe Enemies I ſtill had left, and they 
wrought ſuch an Effect upon the People, that whether it 
were that my Pace repreſenting yet ſome Idea of that 
which had commanded them, ſtirr'd up ſome Remainders 
of Reſpect toward me, or that the Cruelty and Injuſtice 
of the Uſage which was ſhew'd me, caus'd ſome Horror 
and Averſion in them, or that they had till preſerv'd 
Tome Remnant of that Love which they had * 
| m 


2 0 WH — . — 8. . = == 2 OI©I”. ad 


1 
F SS 3 \e._%. 4 a at a” ws 2+ i. Wm to „ „ 


wounded with ſome light Hurts; but thoſe that accom- 


Hander one of my moſt faithful S:ythzans, after he had 


to prolong my Deſtiny, when I ſaw fifteen or twenty 
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born me, they never ſtirred to do me any Hurt; nay, 
and there were many among them, who, to facilitate my 
Retreat, peſter d my Enemies, and clear'd my Paſſage as 
much as poſſibly they could. They would have done 
more for my Safety, if they had dared, but I made ſuch 
Uſe of thoſe Proofs of their good Will, that I got a great 
deal of Ground toward the City Gate, and kept my Ene- 
mies ſtill out of the reach of my Sword. All this Re- 
ſiſtance, and all this Favour of the Scythians did indeed 
defer my Death, but ir was not ſuthcjent to have hinde- 
red it, without Heaven's particular Aſſiſtance. The 
News of this Adventure was already carried to the King, 
and there was no doubt but he would ſoon ſend Troops 
againſt me, | | 
I was a-foot, without other Arms ſave my Sword, 


panied me had few parts of their Bodies free, and poor 


done Actions worth, of eternal Memory, fell dead by 
me, leaving his Fellow in a Condition little different 
from his. I already ſaw more Soldiers coming to the Re- 
lief of their Companions, and in ſhort, I ſaw evident 
Death before my Eyes, ſo that what Reſolution ſoever 1 
had taken to ſell my Life as dearly as I could, I ſhould 
certainly have loſt it, if the Gods had not ſent me a mi- 
raculous Succour ; I call it miraculous, becanſe in the 
conjuncture of it, there was ſomething very extraordi- 
nary, which made me obſcrve their particular Care of 
my Safety. I was ſtriving (weary and wounded as I was) 


Horſemen come up to me, at the Head of whom I knew 
my dear Theodates ; Thecdates who I thought had been in 
the Prince's Army, who was then coming into the Town, 
or rather who was then ſent thither by the Heavens, for 
my Relief, Before he came to us he had heard ſome Ru- 
mour of that Adventure at his arrival, and his Eyes then 
telling him the Truth of it, he never flood conſidering 
what Reſolution he ſhould rake, but galloping up with 
his Sword drawn, he did ſo ſcatter thoſe that were be- 
fore me, that he had a free and open Paſſage. Courage 


valiant Arſaces, (cried he) we muſt eſcape, and —_— 
I mult 
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muſt either bring you off from this Danger, or periſn 
wich you. He gave me not leiſure to reply, but as he 
ſpake thoſe Words, made two or three of his Men alight, 
and offer'd me their Horſes : For all I was ſo wounded, 


1 got reaſonably lightly upon the firſt, Criton took ano. 


ther, but poor Theocles's Strength fail'd him, and at that 
very moment, his Life forſook him ; and having ſtayed but 
juft as long as it was neceſſary to me. The Death of 
theſe two faithful Servants would have been a great Af. 
fliction to me, if I had then been in a Condition to be 
as ſenſible of it as I ſhould have been at another time, Ag 
ſoon as I was on Horſeback, I believed my ſelf out of 
Danger, and trampling thoſe under my Horſes Feet who 
would have oppoſed my Paſſage, I ran with Theodates and 
his Men to the neareſt Gate. We came thither juſt as 
the King ſent an Order to have it ſhut, and a Soldier 
was thruſting out his Arm for that Purpoſe, when giving 
him a good {laſh with my Sword I made him let go his 
hold, and with the ſhock of our Horſes overturning thoſe 
that were in our Way, we got out of the Town, and 
took toward the Field with our utmoſt ſpeed. The 
Swiftneſs of our Flight carried us off without further 
Dithculty ; and before thoſe whom the King ſent to pur- 
ſue us were got on Horſeback, we were already above 
fifty Furlongs from the Town. Then we were favour'd 

by the Night, which preſently overtook us, and leavin 
the Highways, we rode croſs the Field, and in the dark 
toward thoſe great Foreſts that are about three or four 
hundred Furlongs from Iſſedon. As ſeon as Theodates 
thought us enough at liberty to converſe, he ſuffered me 
to embrace him, and give him Thanks for what he had 
done toward my Eſcape. Never were more ardent nor 
more tender Endearments us'd between two Friends ; 
and tho' I had not lov'd Theodates fo well as I did, yet I 
ſhould have been the moſt ungratetul Man in the World, 
if ſuch a Service as that I had newly receiv'd, had not 
made me abſolutely his. My dear Deliverer (ſaid I) or 
rather the Genius of Ar/aces's Life and Fortune, muſt you 
needs happen to be, or rather muſt you appear by Mi- 
racle in all Places where you are neceſſary to my Safety, 
and muſt I never find an Occaſion to requite you wah. an 
— 
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Office of the like Nature. I am ſo extremely engaged 
to you already, (replied the affectionate Theodates) that 
you have no Cauſe at all to wiſh me more oblig'd ; and 
I much more juſtly am indebted to you, for a Life which 
ſhall ever be readily laid down for yours. 

We accompanied theſe Words, and many others of the 
fame Stile, with an infinite number of moſt dear Embra- 
ces; and when we had given Truce to them a little, we 
began to ask one another concerning our mutual Affairs. 
I preſently queſtioned Theodates about the Prince my Bro- 
ther, and about the Occaſion of his going to Iſedon; but 
he would tell me nothing, till he had heard my laſt Ad- 
ventures, and the Cauſe of the Condition he had found 
me in. I told him all I knew, and he at that Relation 
trembled, and deteſted the King's Cruelty and Ingrati- 
tude, in Terms which gave me new Aſſurances of his ha- 
tred to Vice, and of the Affection he bore me. When I 
had given him that Account, he ſatisfied me in what I 
defired to know of him, and made me the Recital of the 
Battel you had won againſt Zopirio, with ſome other of 
your particular Actions, which fill'd me with Joy and 
Admiration, and then coming to the Cauſe of his Depar- 
ture from the Army: My Impatiency to ſee you again, 
(continued he) and the perpetual Apprehenſions I was in 
for you, made me return toward edon; but I wanted 
not another Pretence, and ſome Conteſtations that paſſed 
between Arſacomes and me in matter of Command, fur- 
niſhed me with one ſpecious enough, to ask the Prince's 
leave to come away. Not but that I was very much 
troubled to leave him, and had a deſire to ſhare in the 
Glory of what he had yet to do ; but as often as I re- 
membred that I had left you a Priſoner, and expoſed to 
the Anger of a Prince, whoſe Humour was well enough 
known to me, I fell into Diſquiets that would not ſuffer 
me to take any Reſt. I even repented me that I had 
obey'd the King's Orders, and that I had forſaken you in 
a Condition wherein my Services were moſt neceſlary to 
you. I alſo found a great deal of Conſtraint in the Oath 
you had exacted from me, and not being able to tell the 
Prince the Truth till the End of the War, I on the other 


hide could not endure to leave him in that Ignorance at 
_ 
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my Departure. I therefore found out a middle way, and 
reſolved to deliver him that in Writing, which it was for. 
bidden me to tell him; yet obſerving what you had en- 
Joined me, and tying him to the ſame Promiſe I had given 


you; for this Purpoſe, the Day of my Departure I wrote 


theſe Words : | | 


T beodates to Prince Orcondates. 


N inviolable Oath has Rept me hitherto from declaring 
what it 7s neceſſary you could know ; but ſince I row 

have the literty, I vil acquaint you, Sir, that the Great 
Arſaces, to whom the King your Father is indebted for bis 
Life, and your Country for the Quietneſs it hath enjoyed, is 
Prince Artaxerxes the Son of Darius, your dear Friend, your 
dear Brother; and he, on whom you have beſtowed ſo many 
Tears. The Gods ſaved him miraculouſly from that Baitel 
evhere you thought he had been ſlain, and ſince that Time, 
bis Paſſion for the Princeſs Berenice, and the Occaſions of 
doing Service to your Friends have kept him in Scythia. He 
is row a Priſoner to the King your Father, = ail hout 
doubt has diſcovered him to be the Son of Darius: Fudge of 
bis Danger by your Knqawledge of the King's Humour; ard 


by the Friendſvip that was between you, think what Hope he 


ought to have in your Aſſiſtance. 


O Gods! (cried Prince Oroondates, when Arſaces had 
repeated that Letter) how many Misfortunes would the 
fight of theſe Words have ſav'd me, if you had ſuffer'd 
me to caſt my Eyes upon them l but you. had otherwiſe 


decreed, and that Knowledge would certainly have over- | 


turned all the order of thoſe Adventures that have fince 


befallen me. My Voyage to Suſa had been diverted, or 


at leaſt deferred, and I ſhould have thrown off all Con- 
fideration of my own Intereſt, and run to the Succour of 


my dear Artaxerxes, Ah! Brother, how I blame your 


unjuſt Cautiouſneſs, in concealing from me the only = 
2 pinels, 
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pineſs, from whence in the fad Condition I then was, I 
could draw any Conſolation ; and how 1 ſhould hate 
Theodates for being ſo ſcrupulous, it J had not ſo many 
Occaſions to love him for the good Offices he has done 

ou! It is true, Brother, (continued. Orocndates) and I 
will ſay this to ſpare you ſomething of your Diſcourſe, 
Theodates the Day of his Departure having drawn me aſide, 
deliver'd me a Letter faſt ſealed up, and before he gave 
it me, Sir, (ſaid he) in this Paper which J preſent you, 
you ſhall find the moſt plealing News, and the moſt im- 

ortant Advertiſement you can receive, doubt not at all 
of the Truth of thoſe Things you ſhall find written in 
it; it will be very eaſy for you to certify your felf ; but 
before I put it into your Hand, be pleaſed to give me 
your Word, that you will not open it till the End of this 
War. I was ſurprized at this Diſcourſe of Theodates, 
and being deſirous to perſuade him to ſatisfy my Curi- 
oſity ſooner : If this News (replied I) will be ſo plea- 
ſing to me, why do you ſo long deter my Knowledge of 
it, and why do you delay a Joy, which it is in your Power 
to give me ? Sir, (anſwered he) I am bound up by one 
of thoſe Oaths which you know the Scythians can never 
violate ; and becauſe I am injoined this Silence no lon- 
E tor the Time I have demanded, you may then 
ee in this Paper, what my Abſence will not ſuffer me to 
tell you by Word of Mouth: But, Sir, I beſeech you 
keep it carefully, and if you love your ſelf, forget not 
to look upon it as ſoon as the War 1s at at End. I was 
conſtrained to make Theodates the Promiſe he deſired, and 
I lockt up that Paper amongſt thoſe Things which I 
elicem'd moſt precious. Theodates went away the ſame 
Day, leaving me much troubled for his Departure ; but 
he had alledged ſuch ſpecious Reaſons to me, touching 
the Diſputes he had had with Arſacomes, and the impor- 
tant Aﬀairs which recall'd him to the Court, that I could 
not deny him the leave he demanded, I kipt this Wri- 
ting with a great deal of Care, and with as much Impa- 
tience to read it as ſoon as I ſhould be free of my En- 
gagement, but the ſtrange Revolution that happened in 
my Soul, and in my Affairs by the arrival of Yyreus, anc 
by the News of Statira, put it quite out of my Head at 
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my ſudden Departure from Orchilachia ; and till J was at 
Sea, I never remembered the Box I had left it in, which 
the new Trouble of my Mind had made me utterly to 
forget, with many other Things that were very dear to 
me. | 

The Gods would have it ſo, (replied Arſaces) to bring 
our Affairs to the Iſſue they had ordained, and to make 
us know the Power they reſerve unto themſelves over all 
our Propoſals. It is true, Brother, Theodates told me al- 
moſt the very ſame Words we have now heard trom you; 
and then in a few more he inform'd me of the Condition 


he had left you in, and of the Succeſs of his own Jour. 


ney, wherein he had no conſiderable Encounter. When 
we had thus inſtructed one another, we fell to think whi- 
ther we ſhould retire, and what order we ſhould take to 
get my Wounds dreſt; they began to trouble me, and 
tho' they were but ſlight ones, the violent Exerciſe 1 
had uſed, my Loſs of Blood, and the Vapours of the 
Night made them a great deal worſe than elſe they would 
have been. Criton was no leſs hurt than I, but his Af. 
fection was ſo ſtrong, that he forgot his own Danger, to 
take care for mine. After we had conſulted a while, 
Theodates would need have us go (for the 'remainder of 
that Night, and the Day following) to the Houſe of one of 
thoſe Men who then was with him, which was not above 
an hundred Furlongs from the Place where we were. 1 
ſuffered my ſelf to be guided by his Will; and as we 
rode along, Theodates calling all his Company to him, 
drew a new Promiſe from them of their Fidelity, and 
tied them by all manner of Entreaties to be as ſecret as 
we could deſire. They were all very affectionate to 
their Maſter, and ſome of them were ſo well inclined 
toward me, that they were both forward in promiling, 
and exact in performing what we demanded. The Houle 
we went to, was far from any great Road, upon the 
edge of a huge Foreſt, and in ſuch a Place as was very 
unlikely to de ſuſpected for our Retreat. When we 
were come thither, the Maſter of the Houſe, and ſome 
Women we found there, took the beeſt order they could 
to receive us, and by good Fortune, Theodates having 


brought his Phyſician, and his Chiurgeon from the 
8 | Army 
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Army with him, furniſhed him with ſuch Things as 
were neceſſary for any Wound, we had the Means to 
have ours dreſſed as commodiouſly as if we had been at 
Iſedon. I had but three, and thoſe were found to be 
ſuch light ones, that it was not probable they ſhould 


keep me long in Bed. They appiied what they thought 
moſt convenient to them, and likewiſe to Criton, who 


had four or five greater than mine, but not at all more 


dangerous. The Phyſician enjoined me to give the re- 
mainder of that Night to reſt, contrary to the Intention 
J had to ſpend it in diſcourſing with Theodates, but the 
next Day I had Leiſure enough, and ask'd him a thouſand 
Queſtions concerning my dear Oroondates. By what he 
had done in my behalf he was become as criminal as J, 
and his acceſs to Court was as dithcult, and as unſafe 
as mine. His Affection to me was ſufficient to make 
him undergo it with Patience, but I was afflicted at it 
for him, and his Love to Ibeomiris being known to me, 
] doubted not but he had a reſtleſs longing to ſee her 
again. | 
"We fell to deliberate what we ſhould do with our 
ſelves, and were a long time before we could reſolve. 
I was too firmly fixt in Scythia, to ſuffer ſo much as a 
Thought of going out of it, and would rather have ex- 
poſed my ſelf ro a thouſand evident Deaths, than have 
perſuaded my ſelf to leave Berenice; but if 1 had been 
ſo minded, it would have been exceeding difficult to do 
it, and we doubted not but that the King had ſent to ſtop 
all the Ports, and to lay all the other Paſſages by which 
we could get out of his Territories. We believ'd alſo, 
that how ſecret ſoever our preſent Retreat was, it could 
not ſerve us many Days, and that thoſe Perſons the King 
employ'd in ſearch of us, might at laſt diſcoyer where we 
were, After we had long conſulted, we believed the 
ſureſt way we could take would be to return to Iſedon, 
where when the firſt Troubles were once paſt over, we 
might have free Entrance by Night, and where by rea- 
ſon of the greatneſs of the City, and the multitude of new 
Affairs that ſprung up daily in the Court, and in that 
Throng of People we might eaſily lie conceal'd in Houſes 
that were at Theodates's diſpoſing, eſpecially _— 
| King 
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King would never ſuſpect we were returned thither, and 
that we had taken Sanctuary ſo near him againſt his An. 
ger. This Advice ſeem'd the moſt reaſonable, and was 
moſt conformable to my Humour, and to the Deſire I had 
not to go far from Berenice; in the mean time we ſent 
two witty underſtanding Fellows back to the Town, to 


fetch us ſuch Things as we wanted, and to enquire after-- 


what concern'd us. They performed their Commiſſion 
very cunningly, and in the Evening brought us the ſame 
News we had imagined. They told us that the King had 
appeared more ſenſible of this laſt Diſcontent than of any 
other he had ever felt before, and that for all the remain- 
der of that Day, thoſe that were moſt in his favour, 
hardly had the Boldneſs to come near him, that he had 
left no Body at Home that was able to ride on Horſe- 
back, but had ſent them all in purſuit of us, and that 
(as we had foreſeen) he had given order to ſtop all the 
Ports and Paſlages of his Kingdom, that nevertheleſs they 
ſaid in Town that none but thoſe that were intereſſed, 
obey'd his Orders without Trouble, and that the better 
part of Scythians, amongſt whom the Name of Arſaces 
was {till in high Eſteem, rejoyc'd at his Eſcape, and fe- 
voured him with 'their Wiſhes as much as they could 
_ poſſibly. In this News I found ſome Conſolation ; but 
when I ask'd them concerning Berenice, they could tel! 
me nothing, but that the Rumour was, how ſince this 
Accident the King bad commanded ſhe ſhould be ſecurely 
guarded, and that very few Perſons were allow'd to ſee 
her. This Report made me gueſs at part of the Truth, 
and I believed that the King's late Reſolution againſt 
me, had proceeded only from the Knowledge he had gOt- 
ten of my Paſſion, Ah ! how many Torments did that 
Belief cauſe in me, and how many Sighs did it coſt me 
when I thought what that fair Princeſs was like to ſuffer 
by my Occaſion ! O King of Scythia, (cried I) revenge 
thy ſelf upon Arſaces, but do not puniſh Berenice; and 
though that be the moſt ſenſible Part wherein thou canſt 
wound thine Enemy; remember that Berenice is above 
thy Laws, and above the Empire of Mankind. The 
ſecond Day being paſſed, Theodates was of Opinion we 
might be much more ſecure in 1ſedon, (as we had already 
AE N ' thought) 
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d thought) than in that Houſe ; and for that Purpoſe, having 
ſent to make ready a Lodging, where he was confident 
ve might ſafely truſt our ſelves, we took our Wa 
d thicher the Night following. Our Wounds would not 
t  fufter us to ride without Inconveniency, but I had ſo 
0 orcat an Inclination to be near Berenice again, that I 
rl vas ſcarcely ſfenl1le of mine, and having rid it in little 
n more than two Hours, we emered after Midnight into 
l the Town; the Gates whereof were not wont to be 
d ſhut. | 
y Thoſe that accompanied us, parted ſeveral Ways, 
- Y ſome of them retiring to other Places; and for fear our 
„ Number ſhould at laſt make us be diſcover'd, we kept 
d none with us but thoſe that were neceſſary. They did 
© our Buſineſs, and fetch'd us in Proviſions by N ight: And 
at during the Day-time, the Doors of our Houſe were al- 
e ways ſhut; it ſtood in the moſt untrequented Quarter 
ey of all the Town, and we were ſo careful to make no 
d, Neiſe, that there could hardly be any Ground for Suſ- 
er I picion ; yet we were in a great deal of Danger: But by 
es © the Order the King had taken, we ſhould have been fo 
te- likewiſe in any other Place; and the Conſideration of Pe- 
1d WW ril was not able to drive me from Berenice. Theodates 
rt and I were not without a good Number of Friends at 
ell Court, to whom we ſhould have made no Difficulty to 
is truſt our ſelves if it had been neceſſary; Prince Carthaſis, 
ly W tho' the King's Brother, would have receiv'd us with a 
ſee I great deal of Affection; and his Friendſhip to us, as alſo 
th, WW his Averſion to Arſacomes, and his Diſcontent at the 
nit W Greatneſs of his Fortune, were ſufficient to have made 
olim expoſe himſelf to any Hazard for our Conſideration. 
nat Many others, of the Chief of Scythia, had ſtill preſerved 
me the Remembrance of the good Offices I had done them, 
cr Nor which I had devon to do them, during the Time 
ge 1 was in Favour, and I doubted not but that they would 
nd have ventured very far to have obliged me; but I was 
oft I loth to endanger them without Neceſſity, believing that 
e whoſoever ſhould be known to be my Friend would be 
he Ml the firſt ſuſpected, and that by how much the more ſecret 
we F our Abode was, ſo much the ſater alſo would it be. 
ady Y We paſs'd many Days on-this Manner, which being — 
= rate 
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rated from my Princeſs I ſhould have thought unſup- 
portable, if fince the Time of my Impriſonment I had not 
been inur'd to ſuffer. Vet was I marvellouſly impatient 
to ſee her, and as ſoon as my Wounds permitted me to 
ſtir out of my Bed, I reſolv'd to hazard that Viſit in 
Spight of Theodates's Oppolitions. What, faid I, ſhall I 
be free in 1ſedon, and not ſee Berenice? Ah! Theodates, 
my Life is not ſo dear to me as that I would ſecure it at 
that Rate, nor can I preſerve it without Berenice, ſince it 
is for her alone that I preſerve it. Theodates comply'd 
with my Deſign when he ſaw he could not divert it, 
and that Conſent was not without ſome Mixture of his 
own Intereſt, The Princeſs Theomiris was {till with 
Berenice; and for all her Father's rigorous Uſage of her, 
at the Requeſt of Prince Carthaſis, ſhe was allow'd the 
Company of that Princeſs, whom ſhe made her Bedfellow, 
and to whom ſhe had entruſted her moſt ſecret Thoughts, 
Theodates had not ſeen her ſince his Departure, but now 
he hoped we might ſhare that Viſit together. After we 
had long contrived the leaſt difficult Expedients, we at 
laſt 24 Choice of this: We remember'd that the Prin- 
ceſs's Anti- chamber had an Iron- grated Window not very 
high, which ſtood towards a little narrow Street that 
was almoſt uninhabited by reaſon it was ſo exceeding 
dirty, that hardly any Body could paſs that way; it was 
not near the Palace-gate, nor any of thoſe Places where 
there us'd to be Guards, and I thought when all the 
World was afleep, we by that Window might get to 
ſpeak with CyZenia, and by her Means enjoy the Happi- 
neſs of entertaining our Princeſſes. 

After we had thus laid our Deſign, we got on Horſe- 
back, and took Two truſty Men along with us, whom 
we ſet as Centinels at each End of that Street, to come 
and give us Notice in caſe they ſhould ſee any Body that 
could diſcover our Converſation. In the mean Time, 
there had happen'd Things to my Princeſs, which the 
Courſe of my Story hindred me from telling you, and 
which I will not recount before I paſs further 1n my Nar- 
ration. It would be fitter ( interrupted Oroondates ) that 


my Siſter ſhould tell us them herſelf ; that little Breath- 


ing Time will not be needleſs in fo long a Diſcourſe - 
i ; this 
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dance. 
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this of yours, and it were good you reſted your ſelf a 
little, that you may be able to proſecute the Remainder 
of it without Inconveniency. Arſaces made no Anſwer, 
leaving the Princeſs to ſatisfy her Brother's Motion, and 
Berenice knowing his Deſire : Since you will have it ſo, 
Brother ( ſaid ſhe) and that your Friendſhip to Arſaces, - 
and your Knowledge of his Vertue makes you pardon my 


Faults and my Diſobedience, I'll ſpare him the Trouble 


of a few Moments, but I have ſo little to ſay, that ſo 


ſhort an Intermiſſion will not be much conſiderable. 

I will not ſtand to repeat again (after the Relation 
you have heard already from the Prince) what my 
Thoughts were after the cruel Accident of the Surprizal 
of my Letters, and aſter the Knowledge I had both of 
my being made a Priſoner, and of the Danger that threat- 
ned Prince Artaxerxes. It ſuffices me, that you already 
know I lov'd him, as much as I believed I ought, and 
as he could deſire, to make you judge that my Apprehen- 
lions for him, were my moſt cruel Diſquiets. All my 
Comfort was in the Princeſs Theomiris, and in Qdenia, 
whoſe Company the King afforded me, notwithſtanding 
all his Severity. Theomiris had obtained it of the King, 
by her Father's Mediation; and my Enemies thought it 
was not neceſſary to take enia from me, who, in their 
Opinion, was not able to do me any Service that could 
be prejudicial to them. It is true alſo, that I received. 
thoſe petty Satisfactions by the Queen's Means, who 
with a cunning Diſſimulat ion feign'd to be ſorry for the 
Misfortune which ſhe her ſelf had brought upon me, and 
by Courteſies of ſmall Importance, endeavour'd to take 
off Part of that Reſentment which ſhe believ'd I had 
againſt her. However it were, Theomiris and CyHenia 
continued with me; and tho? at that Time I could not 
gueſs by whom I had been ſo unworthily betray'd, I 
never had ſo much as a Thought to ſuſpect Cyllenia. I 
therefore truſted theſe Two dear Perſons with all my 
Diſcontents, and with all my Fears; and they help'd 
what they could to ſtop that Current of Tears which 
both thoſe Occaſions drew from my Eyes in great Abun- 
Ah! Couſin, ſaid I, Ah! Cyl/enia, I am undone, 
and poor Artaxerxes will undoubtedly be ruin'd, and 
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ruin'd meerly by my Imprudence. ' That Prince, who af- 
ter the Loſs of his Empire, and after the Loſs of all his 


Friends, has eſcaped ſuch numberleſs Dangers, under the 
Weight of which, any other Body would certainly have 


ſunk, he who amidſt his moſt bitter Enemies has ſubſiſt- 
ed with ſuch Dexterity, and who, by ſo many marvel- 
lous Actions, had fo well gain'd their Affections, falls 
now by my Fault alone; and ſhe, to whom all Scythia 
owes that Repoſe it holds from him, owes the Life of its 
King, and owes ſuch important Services, ſacrifices him 
now her ſelf, to his Inhumanity, and to his Ingratitude, 

Ah! Berenice, (continued I) Berenice, the ſole Cauſe of 
that great Prince's Misfortunes, do not out- live his Affli- 
ctions; and if thou canſt not hinder the Death of poor Ar- 
tarerxes, at leaſt fore-run it with thine own. I accom- 
pany'd theſe Words with ſuch a Flood of Tears, and ex- 
preſs dq my Sorrow by ſuch moving Actions, that not only 
Theomiris and Cyllenia, but even People of the harſheſt 
Natures, would have been touch'd with Compaſſion. I 
ſpent the Remainder of that Day in this Employment, 
and would needs have my Couſin lie with me, to help 
to paſs away the cruelleſt Night I had ever known in all 
my Life. She alledg'd all the Arguments ſhe could think 
of to cure me of my Fears, and often perſuaded me it 
was not likely the King would fly to Extremities againſt 
a Prince of Artaxerxes's Quality, and againſt a Prince 
to whom (beſides that of his Life) he had other ſuch 


Important pars novel that the whole Kingdom fo 


powerfully indebted to his Valour, would oppoſe the 
King's rigorous Intentions; and that he was too prudent 
and too politick to ſufter himſelt to be tranſported by his 
Paſſion to ſuch a Violence as was without Example. 


I found ſo much Reaſon in this Diſcourſe of Theomiris, 
that if my Affection had been more moderate, I ſhould 
without Queſtion have drawn ſome Comfort from it; 


but it was by her Inſpirations, and by thoſe of Cyllenia, 
that I took a little Courage, and reſolv'd to ſuffer the 
King's Preſence, and to receive his Words with more 
Spirit than I had done before. Having ſpent the Night 
on this Manner, and likewiſe Part of the Day following, 


into 


1 ſaw the King when I leaſt expected him, come all alore 
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into my Chamber. I roſe up, and went to meet him 
trembling, but he diſdained my Reception, and fitting 
down upon a Chair, from whence he darted nothing but 
furious Looks at me, I come not to viſit 'thee, ſaid he, 
ungrateful and dilloyal Girl, I owe not ſo much Civility 
to the Daughter-in-law of Darius; and from hence for- 
ward I cannot deſire thy Sight otherwiſe than as that of 
my moſt mortal Enemy. I come only to reproach thee 
with thy Ingratitude and Infidelity, or to examine thee 
as a Criminal convicted of Treaſon againſt her King. 
Speak, wicked Creature, continued he, ( ſeeing me 
daunted, and ſtrucken halt dead with theſe cruel Words) 
open thy Mouth to excuſe thy ſelf, and juſtify thy Infi- 
delicics, it it be poſſible : Didſt thou then think the Son 


ol my implacable Enemy more lovely than a Prince whom 


I had choſen for thee, and whoſe Affections I had expreſ- 
ly commanded thee to receive? And if thou hadſt Eyes 
to judge of the Diſterence there was between Arſacomes 
and thee, hadſt thou none to conſider that without be- 


traying thy Father, and ſhametully betraying thy ſelf, 


thou couldſt not match thy ſelf to the Enemy of thy 
Houſe, and to him who had baſely abandon'd his Father 
and his Country to their new Enemies, to compaſs his 


treacherous Practices againſt their old ones, and to ſeek 


that Revenge by his ſecret Conſpiracies, which neither 
he nor his could ever find in open War. While the 
King brought forth theſe Words, with many others | of 
the ſame kind, 1 ſummon'd all my Courage to anſwer 
him, as he commanded me; and tho' I had, much. ado to 
recolle& my ſelf, at laſt my Affection, my Senſe. of the ill 
Uſage I receiy'd, and the Reſolution I had taken, gave 
me a Boldneſs that was not natural to me; and when the 
King had made an End of ſpeaking, charging me expreſly 
to reply, Sir, ſaid I, I would not open my Mouth for 


my Juſtification, if your Majeſty had not abſolutely com- 


manded me; but in my preferring Arſaces before Avſa- 
comes, I can find no Cauſe at all to repent my ſelf. Arſa- 
come is born, my. Father's Subject, Arſacomes never did 
me nar mine any. conſiderable Service, nor have I ever 
ſcen any thing ęither in the Actions or Perſon of 4r/acomes, 
which, ought gor do Pays oblig d me to hate him. Ar/cces 
„ | 2 ) 
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is born the Greateſt Prince in the World, and born Prince 
of a Thouſand Subjects more conſiderable than Arſacomes ; 
I owe to Arſaces the Life of the King my Father, and my 
own; the Queen, and Arſacomes himſelf, are indebted 
to him for theirs, and all Scythia for the better Part of its 
Tranquility; and in the Action and Perſon of Arſaces 1 
never ſaw any thing that ought not to oblige me to love 
him. | 

If he be the Son of your Enemy, Sir, the Services he 
has done you, makes you ſufficiently to know how far 
he is from any of thoſe Thoughts you ſuſpe& him of; if 
he had deſired the Ruin of your Kingdom, he would not 
have labour'd with the Loſs of his Blood for its Conſer- 
vation ; and if your Majeſty's Life had been odious to 
him, he would not ſo viſibly have hazarded his own for 
its Defence. I alledge not to your Majeſty the Engage- 
ments we had to him, in the Perſon of the Prince my 
Brother; the good Offices he did to him paſs not, in your 


Opinion, for Obligations; and tho' I were indebted to 


him for none but thoſe which are common to me and to 
" your ſelf, for the Loſs of his Dominions, which he per- 
haps might have avoided, if your Service had not taken 
him up; and for the particular Proofs of Affection he has 
ſhewn me, I think that thoſe he has receiv'd from mine, 
will not paſs for ſhameful Crimes, and that IT have con- 
fin'd them within ſuch Limits, that the Want of your 
Allowance is all the Fault can be objected againſt me. 

T have loy'd him enough to prefer him before a Sub- 


jet „ before whom he would have been moſt worthy to 


preferr'd, though their Qualities and Obligations had 
been equal. I have lov'd him enough to approve of his 
Services, waiting till ſuch Time as thoſe he daily rendred 
you, ſhould diſſipate the Hatred you bore his Family, by 
the Example of the King his Father, in whom leſs im- 

rtant Services, in Spight of your inveterate Enmities, 
begot ſuch tender Affections to the Prince my Brother; 
ad in ſhort, I have lov'd him enough, to hope with 
Contentment, that after that Reconciliation, you would 
make Choice of him rather than of Arſacomes, and rather 
than of any other Body that ſhould have an Ambition 


like that of his ; but I have not lov'd him enough to 
= grant 
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grant him any Favours that can make me bluſh, nor to 
ive him either Promiſes, or Hopes to the Prejudice of 
what I owe unto your Majeſty, Though Arſaces and I 
were both at Liberty, I ſhould be ſo much Miſtreſs of 
my Affection to him, as to die rather than marry him, or 
o along with him without your Conſent ; but if your 
Will would agree with my Inclination, I confeſs, Sir, 
that as much forſaken by Fortune, and as much diſpoſſeſt 
of his Dominions as he is, I would prefer him before all 
the Princes upon the Face of the Earth. At theſe laſt 
Words, the King was ſo enflam'd with Anger, that it 
was eaſy to obſerve it in his Face; and ſtamping with 
his Foot as he roſe up from his Chair with a furious 
Action, And I ſwear by all the Gods, ſaid he, that I 
will quickly deprive thee of the Liberty of preferring him 
before any Body; and thy indiſcreet and diſloyal Aﬀec- 
tion ſhall be more fatal ro my Enemy, than all thoſe ill 
Deſigns he has againſt me : Prepare thy ſelf for his Death, 
which I tell thee of my ſelf, as thou telleſt me of thy 
perfidious 'Tricks, and believe that the only Choice I will 
leave thee from hence forward, ſhall be that of Avrſacomes 
living, or of Arſaces in his Grave. It the Beginning of 
the King's Diſcourſe had not prepar'd me for theſe cruel 
Words, they were enough to have made me loſe my 
Senſes ; but as well refolv'd as I was, I had much ado 
to keep my ſelf from e, into a Swound, and ſinking 
into Cyllenia's Arms, who ſtretch'd them forth to receive 
me, Geing me change Colour, I look'd upon the King 
with a pitiful Eye, tho' it were animated with ſome Re- 
ſentment ; and ſtruggling againſt my Faintneſs, The Aſhes 
of Arſaces, ſaid I, ſhall ever be dearer to me than the 
Perſon of Arſacomes ; and if I muſt ſhut up my Hopes, 
and my Life it ſelf within this Tomb, I ſhall eſteem my 
Condition happier than if I were Poſſeſſor of all Eur 
with Arſacomes. Theſe laſt Words abſolutely took awa 
all the Reaſon the King had left; and though my chiefeff 
Deſires were bounded in Artaxerxes Safety, I innocently 
procur'd his Ruin by theſe extraordinary Marks of my 
Affection. The King could hardly retain himſelf in the 
Violence of his Wrath; but moderating it by Thought 


of that Revenge he was preparing, he was content with 
| "SJ 1 expreſ- 
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expreſſing his Intention by furious Looks, and went out 
ot my Chamber with a Face, which ſufficiently declar'd 

the Action he was going to do. A 
I remain'd in an Exceſs of Grief, or rather in a mortal 
Agony, and all the Apprehenſion I had for Arſaces be- 
fore, was nothing in Compariſon of the Fears which 
then aſſaulted me. I knew the King's relentleſs Nature, 
and his Perſeverence in his cruel Reſolutions, and that 
put me into the moſt ſorrowful Condition you can poſ- 
fably imagine. Theomiris and Cyllenia knew not which 
way to comfort me, and I think without their Aſſiſtance, 
I ſhould have bcen reduc'd to very great Extremities : 
I every Moment fancied poor Arſaces either dead or dy- 
ing; and the King's harſh Threats had made ſuch an 
Impreſſion in my Mind, that 'twas impoſſible for me to 
withdraw my Thoughts one Minute trom thar fatal Re- 
membrance. Oh! King of Scythia, faid I, if thou accom- 
liſn thy horrible Reſolutions, thou mayſt well prepare 
thy ſelf for the Funerals of thine own Children; Berenice 
will not ſurvive poor Artaxerxes, and Orcondates will 
without queſtion die ſor Grief, when he ſnall hear that 
the Life of his Brother, for the Loſs whereof he had ſhed 
ſn wany Tears, was prefery'd only to fall under the 
Hands of the King his Father. I ſaid many other Things, 
whoſe Length makes me forbear to entertain you with 
them, and I tormented my ſelf on that Faſhion, from the 
Morning when the King had viſited me, till it was al- 
moſt Night. I did not believe he would ſo ſoon have 
gone on to the Execution of his Threatnings ; and I 
thought that to put a Man of Arſaces's Quality to Death, 
there had been need of longer Deliberation: But I was 
deceiv'd in my Opinion; and tho' my Fears were violent, 
they were not of ſo long Continuance as I expected. 
It began already to grow late, when there was a great 
Noiſe in the next Court, and amidſt a great Confuſion 
of Voices, I heard the Name of Arſaces pronounced ſeve- 

ra] Times. | + +48 

At that reiterated Name, my mortal Pears were re- 
doubled, and I fell immediately into the moſt fatal Ap- 
prehenſion. Arſaces is dead, (cry'd I, throwing my ſelf 
off from my Bed) Arſaces is dead, Couſin, and To - 
Abo oubt 
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doubt this confuſed Noiſe is caus'd by the News of his 
Death. As I ſpoke theſe Words, I ran to the Window 
which look'd into the next Court, where I ſaw a great 
many People got together, who, in Talking of Arſacet, 
clapt their Hands, and did Actions that ſulticiently ex- 
preſs'd their Aſtoniſhment, I then heard a Calling for 
Arms, and ſaw a great many of the Guard go out of the 
Palace in Haſte and Confuſion. All theſe Things con- 
firm'd me in my Fears, and I was ſo affrighted, that I 
had not the Heart to open my Mouth, to ask what the 
Matter was. In the End, the Court was almoſt empty, 
and for a Time there was a Silence as great as the Noiſe 
had been before it. Theomiris and Cyllenia laid me upon 
my Bed again, in a Condition. little different from that 
of Perſons without Life. I had not the Leiſure to ex- 
preſs my Sorrow by any long Complaints; for, before I 
had been a Quarter of an Hour upon my Bed, I heard a 
ſecond Noiſe in the Palace, much greater than the for- 
mer: It wrought the ſame Effect upon me the other had 
done; I ran quite tranſported to the Window, where J 
heard the Ofhcers of the Guard, and many others, cal- 
ling tor Horſes with a Precipitateneſs which teſtify'd their 
Diforder. After I had remain'd a while in a Perplexity 
that cannot be expreſs'd, I ſaw Prince Carthaſis, my Un- 
cle, come into the Court ; by good Fortune he preſently 
caſt up his Eyes to our Window, and I no ſooner ſaw 
that he look'd upon me, but I, by Signs, and by a be- 
ſeeching Geſture, begg'd a Viſit from him. As ſoon as 
he underſtood my Meaning, he came up the Stairs, and 
finding no Hindrance at my Chamber-door, by reaſon of 
his Quality, he entred immediately after. He was ac- 
quainted with all Matters that paſt, both by what he 
had heard from the King, and what I had confeſt to him 
my ſelf ; nor had I any Caule to repent that he was privy 
to them, ſeeing there were no Proofs of Affection I could 
defire of him which he did not give me, in all manner 
of Encounters to his utmoſt Power, He had a particular 
Eſteem, and a ſtrong Affection for Arſaces, and I receiv'd 
no ſmall Aſſurance of it by his Action in coming toward 


me... 
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I caſt my ſelf all in Tears into his Arms, but I had not 
open'd my Mouth to ask him the cruel News I appre- 
hended, when to put me out of Pain, he broke Silence 
firſt, Madam, ſaid he, the King would have put Ar/aces 
to Death, but his Genius is more powerful than that of 
the Scythians ; and it is not under ſuch Arms as theirs, 
that ſuch a Man as he can fall. | 

Theſe Words began to produce their Effect upon me, 
when my Uncle, not _—_ to let me ſuffer any longer, 
Arſaces is eſcap'd, ſaid he, but he has made his Eſcape 
like Arſaces, and he has appeared to the ingrateful Scythj- 
ans the ſame gallant Man that he appeared to the affec- 
tiorate Scythians, when he fought ſo valiantly at the 
Head of them. They have found him as invincible a- 
« ainſt them, as againſt Arimbas, and the Tawro-Scythians ; 
nd if they formerly have ſeen him win Battles by his 
ſole Courage in the Front of their Armies, they To-day 
have ſeen him alone and unarm'd, make Rivers of Blood 
run through the Streets of their principal City, and with 
his Sword hewn out the Way unto his Safety, through 
the Midſt of their ſtouteſt Troops. This News having 
ſuddenly reviv'd me, I appear'd very different from what 
J was a few Minutes before; and tho' I was little in- 


form'd of the Truth of the Buſineſs, I found my ſelf well 


enough recover'd to enquire it of the Prince, and to hear 
the Relation of it very patiently. 

He told me what had paſs'd in Arſaces's Eſcape, as it 
was reported by thoſe of his Guard which had ſeen the 
Beginning, and by thoſe that had ſeen the End of that 
Action ; he made me often grow pale and trembling du- 
ring this Diſcourſe ; but when at laſt J heard, that after 
having done Things above the Power of Man, he had 
been ſuccour'd by Theodates, whom the Gods had mira- 
culouſly ſent him, and that with him he was gotten out 
of the Town, with little Probability that he could be 
overtaken by thoſe that were ſent in Purſuit of them, 
my greateſt Fears began to vaniſh, and J remain'd as 
quiet, and as well contented, as I could hope to be in 
thar' Adventure. Modeſty forbad me to expreſs my Sa- 
t isfaction to the full before my Uncle; but he ſaw it 
plainly enough in my Face, and might eaſily have = 
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ceiv'd in his Daughter's, if he had obſeryed it, that ſhe 
was not inſenſible at the News of Theodates's Arrival, 
and of the Share he had in the Deſtiny of Arſaces. Tho” 
1 conceal'd Part of my Thoughts from my Uncle, I made 
him acquainted with the reſt, not being willing to give 
him Cauſe by my Diſtruſt, to repent the Affection he 
ſhew'd me in a Seaſon when it might be prejudicial to 
When I had teſtify'd my Acknowledgment of that Fa- 
vour as much as — I could, I. entreated him to be 
one, for tear a long Viſit at that Time might be hurt- 
F to him, and gain him the King's Jealouſy and Hatred. 
After his Departure, Theomiris and I diſcourſed of that 
laſt Accident; and when I had compared the Danger 
Arſaces had eſcap'd, with thoſe he might yet fall into, 
and the Rigour ot his;Impriſonment with that of his Ab- 
ſence, I thought my Condition a great deal better than it 
was before, and I believ'd I ought to be much better 
pleas'd with my Fortune, than I had been at any Time 
ſince my Reſtraint. I paſs'd that Night in leſs violent 
Diſquiets; and tho' I found Cauſe enough of Affliction 
in being ſeparated from Arſaces, I found Matter of Com- 
fort in his Liberty, and choſe much rather to have him 
abſent, than a Priſoner to the King my Father. Arſaces, 
faid I, will not forſake me, I am too certain that he 
loves me, to fear he will go away from me for ever; he 
by being out of the Way tor the preſent, will avoid the 
evident Danger that threatens him, and without doubt 
will return to me as ſoon as he can be able to make uſe 
of my Brother's Aſliſtance. Croondates has lov'd him too 
perſectly, ever to abandon his Intereſts, and perhaps my 
Father's cruel Humour may one Day be appeas'd, by the 

Conſideration of his whole Family, | 
Thus did J flatter my ſelf in my Diſcontents, while 
the King was tranſported with Exceſs of Rage, not being 
able to SET the Aﬀront he had receiv'd, with ſuch an 
Impatiency as nothing can repreſent. He baniſh'd thoſe 
Guards for ever that had eſcap'd Arſaces's Valour, and 
look'd upon the reſt with ſuch a Fury as put them all in- 
to a mortal Terror. What, ſaid he, has a ſingle Man in 
the Heart of my Dominions, in the chicfeſt of all my 
7 K 5 — Cities, 
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Cities, near my own Perſon, and in the midſt of all my 
Subjects, made his Eſcape from my juſt Indignation; and 
are the Scythians ſo res as to quit the Paſſage to 
one Man alone, or ſo faithleſs as to open it of their own 
Accord to their King's chief Enemy? He ſpoke theſe 


Words with many furious Actions, and grew ſo terrible 


to thoſe that were moſt familiar with him, that the 
Queen her ſelf durſt hardly venture to come near him. 
His Belief that I would be 5 of the Diſcontent he 
had receiv'd by Arſaces's Deliverance, redoubled the 
Averſion he had receiv'd againſt me, and he was ready 
-to have diſcharged Part of that Wrath upon me, which 
before was kindled againſt him. He neither ſaw me, nor 
would ſuffer me to be ſeen but by very few; yet about 
Three Days after this Accident, I was viſited by the 
Queen, from whom I neither had expected nor deſir'd 
that Honour. I was not ſo good a Diſſembler, as to make 
my Face ſhew a different Welcome from what my Heart 
aftorded her ; but though I could not doubr that her 
Malice alone had brought me into that Condition I then 
was in, I ſtrove all I could to pay her, in my own 
Chamber, ſome part of what was due to my Father's 
Wife. After the firſt Diſcourſes of a very forc'd Civility, 
Madam, faid ſhe, by rendring you this Viſit which I owe 


you, I ſhall without = move the King to ſone 


Diſpleaſure againſt me, but I was willing to hazard that, 
to aſſure you that I am very ſenſible of what you ſuffer, 
and very ready to labour for your Redreſs as much as 
poſſibly I can. I am much oblig'd to your Goodneſs, 
anſwer'd I, but my Fear of the King's being diſpleas'd 
with you for it, could have made me wiſh you had not 
honour'd me with this Viſit. Stratonice, who had a great 


deal of Wit, took my Words in the ſame Senſe they were 
intended; and ſhewing by a Smile, that ſhe very well 


underſtood my Meaning, I do not doubt, reply'd ſhe, 
but that you are angry with me, and that you ſuſpect 
T have done what I could to maintain Arſacomes's Intereſt 
: gainſt Arſaces. In this I am very ſorry T have been 
conſtrain'd to thwart your Inclinations, bs "tis a Pro- 


.ceeding that is both very natural, and very ordinary; 
and you are too full of Reaſon to believe, that I ought 
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| to hold the Son of Darius, and my own Brother, in equal 


Conlideration. 8 
I ſhould not have fallen upon this Diſcourſe, if the 
Queen had not begun ir. But when I ſaw ſhe entred ſo 
far into it her ſelf, I thought I might very well reply. 
It was not juſt, ſaid I, Madam, that you ſhould favour 
Arſaces with your Aſſiſtance, to the Prejudice of Ar/a- 
comes, neither did he demand it of you ; but by the Ser- 
vice you had receiv'd from him, he had Reaſon to believe 
you would not endeavour his Deſtruction, nor had I ever 
oftended you ſo much, as to imagine you ought to ſcek 
for mine. I have done nothing, added the Queen, that 
ſhould make you think I had an Intention to hurt you; 
nor did I perhaps ſeek your Diſadvantage, when I la- 
bour'd to make you prefer Prince Arſacomes, before a 
Prince whoſe Birth and Merit indeed were conſiderable, 
but he was an Enemy to the King your Father, an Ene- 
my to this State, and one to whom the Gods have left 
nothing of which his Anceſtors poſſeſs' d. If the Gods 
(reply'd I, with more Boldneſs than ordinary) have de- 
priv'd Prince Artaxerxes of his Fore-fathers Empire, they 
have left him Characters which all their Anger cannot 
take away ; they bave left him a Sword that can recover 
his Dominions, as it hath defended ours ; and briefly, 
they have left him Marks of what he was, and what je 
{till is, which can ſuffer no Compariſon with any of my 
Father's Subjects: If he be the Son of our Enemy, *tis of 
an Enemy that us'd the Prince my Brother as the deareſt 
of his Children; and if he be our Enemy himſelf, he's 
an Enemy, Madam, without whom the King had not 
now been alive, without whom Arſacomes had not been 
alive, without whom both you and I had either been 


dead or Captives, and without whom perhaps this King- 


dom had been loſt _ 

The Queen was nettled, ſeeing me take Arſaces's Part 
ſo ſharply ; and not being able to diſſemble it, after a 
Bluſh which appear'd in her Face, Your Affection to 
Arſaces, (aid ſhe, gives you Thoughts in Favour of him, 
and to the Contempt of others, which would be very 
advantagegus to him, if they were approv'd of by the 
King your Father ; but it has pleas'd the Gods, his 2 ar 
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ſnould be different from yours; and though he was not 
unſenſible of Arſaces's Services while he believ'd him to 
be his Friend, nor blind to the Knowledge of his good 
Qualities, yet was not his Opinion the ſame with yours, 
for the Choice of him whom he thought worthy to be 
your Servant. MH 

That Arſacomes whom you deſpiſe ſo much, was not 
fo contemptible to him, but that he deſtin'd him to the 
Honour which you made Darius's Son to hope for, and has 
ſettled the Pardon of the Offence he believes he has re- 
ceived from you, in the Obedience you ſhall render him, 
in Favour of my Brother. | 

The King (anfwered I, being vext to the very Heart 


at theſe Words) cannot deſtine me to Arſacomes without 


deftining me to my Grave ; and what Obedience ſoever 


I owe him, Death is able to give me a Diſpenſation, 


You ſhall not die, (reply'd the Queen, riſing from her 
Chair) but Time will make you know what Maids of 
your Birth and Quality owe unto their Father, and un- 
to their King; and how great Dithculty ſoever you make 
of fubmitting your ſelf to it, you underſtand your ſelf too 
well, directly to oppoſe the Will of yours. 

Aſter theſe Words, and ſome other of a feigned Civi- 
lity, ſhe went away, and leſt me fo ill fatisty'd with 
hex Converſation, that I was not ſettled again of all 
that Day. I paſs'd the next, and ſome others, in the 
fame Manner, till the Time we were vilited with Ar- 
faces and Thecdates. Theomivis and J were in Bed toge- 
ther, and not being able to fleep, I was entertaining 
her with my ordinary Diſquiets, when Cy#exia ( who 


took as little Reſt. as we) heard a Knocking at the Grate 


of my Window. At firſt ſhe regarded it not, but find- 
ing it continu'd, ſhe leapt. out of her Bed, and comin 
cloſe to mine, told me of it, and ask'd me what I wWoul 
have her do: Altho' I did not abſolutely guefs the Truth, 
and that I beliey'd not Arſaces to be in Iffedon, yet did 
J imagine it was to give me Notice of fomething, that 
any Body came to my Window at ſuch an Hour, and in 
Conceit, I commanded Cyltenia to open it. She had no 
fooner done fo, bur ſhe perceivd Two Men on Horſe- 
back, one of which preſently call d her by her "—_ 
an 
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and was known to her by his Voice to be Arſaces. As 
ſoon as ſhe was certain of it, ſhe gave him not the Lei- 
ſure to diſcourſe with her, but running to my Bed-fide, 
brought me the News, tranſported either with Joy or 
Aſtoniſnment. I was ſtrangely ſurpriz'd at it, as you 
may well — and notwithſtanding the infinite De- 

fire I had to ſee Arſaces again, I could not hear he was 
ſo near his Enemies, without being extremely affrighted. 

I roſe with Tbeomiris, and each of us taking a Night- 
Gown, we went unto that Window, and made cyllenia 
ſtay at the Chamber-door, tor fear we ſhould be ſurpriz'd 
in that Converſation. I had no ſooner diſcover'd Arſaces, 
and his Friend, through that gloomy Night, but my 
Fear and my Affection ſharing my Soul between them, 
made me immoveable, and alſo inſenſible; but as ſoon 
as the Two Princes knew us, they bow'd down to their 
very Saddles, and having given us a Salute full of Re- 
ſpet, Arſaces breaking Silence firſt, Madam, ſaid he, 
Arſaces is yet permitted to ſee you again, and the Gods have 
ſav'd this FPriſoner, this condemn'd Man, this Fugitive, to 
reſtore him a Sight æubich is a Thouſand Times more dear to 
him than the Liberty they had taken, or the Life they would 
have taken from him. He would have gone on with this 
Diſcourſe as he had begun, if I had not interrupted him. 
Yes Arſaces, ſaid I, you ſee me, and I ſee you again; 
but tho* your Sight be as dear to me as you can wiſh, 
it cauſes greater Diſquiets in me, than thoſe your Ab- 
ſence would make me ſuffer ; and if you had lov'd me 
as you are oblig'd to do by the laſt Proots of your Af- 
fection, you had kept my Heart from thoſe Terrors to 
which you now expoſe it. You doubt not that I was as 
much concern'd in your Safety as in my own ; but you 
ought as little to doubt that I can ſee you in the Dan- 
ger into which you precipitate your ſelf, without mortal 
Apprehenſions. What, (purſu'd I with the ſame Tone) 
is Arſaces in Tſedon, and under the Palace-Window ? 
Arſaces, the ſole Aim of the King's Wrath and Hatred, 
and Arſaces for whoſe Deſtruction he would hazard 
that of his Empire? I ſaid a great deal more that ex- 
preſs'd my Fear for him, but all ſerv'd only _—_— him 


new Marks of my AﬀeRion : And after he quietly. 
| | given 
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given me the Hearing, I know no Danger, reply'd he, 
that can fright me from the Sight of my Princeſs; and I 
ſhould have ſcorn'd my Liberty, and given up wy Life 
to them that would have taken it away, if I had be- 
liev'd there had been any Conſideration ſtrong enough to 
keep me from ſeeing you again: Do not therefore mode. 
rate my Happineſs by your coo obliging Fears, but ſuffer 
me, after an Impriſonment, which nothing but your Ab- 
ſence made me think unſupportable, to enjoy what. was 
ſo cruelly forbidden me, and to return through the 
midſt of all manner of Dangers, to that Felicity for 
which alone I have preſerv'd my ſelf. He accompany'd 
theſe with many other paſſionate Words; after which 
I receiv'd Theodates's Civilities, and gave him thoſe Wel- 
comes that were due to his Quality, and to his Deſerts, 
and to the good Offices he had done his Friend. I 
thank'd him for Ar/aces's Safety, with as much Acknow- 
ledgment as poſſibly I could, and then I would no lon- 
ger rob him of the ſame Advantage we enjoy'd, but left 
him to entertain Theomiris with an equal Liberty; 
that Lady lov'd him, as ſhe was oblig'd by all manner 
of Conſiderations ; but 'twas with ſo much Diſcretion 
and Reſervedneſs, that the ſevereſt Perſons could not 
have found any thing to condemn in her Affection. The 
Window at which we talk'd was ſo low, that the Two 
Princes being on Horſeback, could eaſily reach it with 
their Hand, and though it were grated, the Bars ſtood 
far without, that we could hear one another tho? we 
ſpoke but ſoftly, and alſo ſee one another as well as 
the Light of the Stars would ſuffer us. After I had 
teſtify d to Arſaces how ſenlible I had been of the 
Dangers he had run, and with what Joy I had receiv'd 
the News of his Eſcape, I told him all that happen'd 
to me fince the Time I had not been able to write to 
him, and recounted all you have heard, as well about 
the taking of my Letters, as the King's cruel Threats, the 
Queen's Viſits, and all that J had ſuffer'd for his Sake. 
He was ſo paſſionate at that Diſcourſe, that he had hardly 
Patience to let me finiſh it; and in the Anſwers I had 
made to the wy and Queen to his Advantage, as like- 
wiſe in the Conſtancy I had ſhewn to favour him, he 

| found 
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found ſo much Reaſon to be ſatisfied with me, and with 
his Fortune, that he knew not how to expreſs the leaſt 
part of his Acknowledgments, Is it poſſible (ſaid he) 
that what I hear ſhould be a Truth, and that Ar/aces 
ſhould be ſo happy as to attaint his high degree of Felici- 
? Ah! Loſs of my Dominions; Ah! Dangers that I 
have run; Ah ! Pains that Ihave ſuffer d, how gloriouſly 
are you all rewarded ; and how unable is the King of 
S yibia to ſnake ſo firm a Fortune as mine? Since my 
Princeſs judges me worthy of her Affection, and that in 
ſpire of ſuch cruel Rigours and Perſecutions ſhe perſe- 
veres to keep it for me, I henceforth apprehend nothing 
from the Power of Men, and my Happineſs is above the 
reach of all they can attempt againſt me. From this he 
fell into ſuch tender, and ſuch affectionate Expreſſions of 
Thanks, that it was hard to hear them, and to repent 
what one had done for him; and I redoubled his Con- 
tentment by all the Confirmations he could deſire of my 

Friendſhip. 211655 6 
We then began all together to conſult what was beſt 
to be done, and when we had ſeverally delivered our 
Opinions, my Deſign (added he) if it be permitted for 
a Perſon that is ſubject, and dependent to have a Deſign, 
is for ſome Days to enjoy the Happineſs which now is 
granted me, if I can do it without troubling and diſ- 
"—_ my Princeſs, and when I ſhall have obtained 
leave of my Love to be able to depart from her for ſome 
time, and that by the ſertling of the King's Anger I may 
think my "_ will be a little freeer, I'll go away to 
the Prince my Brother, to ſhow him the Face of him he 
hath ſo dearly loved, and to take Sanctuary with him 
againſt the Indignation of his Father, I hope for 
all Things from his Friendſhip, and he commands an 
Army, which after him would be at my Devotion againſt 
the reſt of all Mankind. I ſhall have no other Enemy 
there but Arſacomes, and if the Conſideration of Oroon- 
dates make me defer the Effect of my Reſentments againſt 
him, T am moſt certain I ſhall be preferred before him in 
Oroor.dates's Friendſhip ; but if, without offending my 
dear Brother, I may be ſuffered to let them looſe, I ſhall 
find Ways enough to free my ſelf of a Rival, who — 
Te | made 
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made, and who perhaps would yet make the greateſt part 
of all my Miſeries ; neither ought he to hope that he can 
enjoy his Life, with his Ambition of ſerving Berenice; 
and tho” I fear not he ſhould be able to ſhake the Con- 


— 


Nancy of my Princeſs, I ought however to puniſh him 


for the Pains and Perſecutions he hath made her ſuffer. 


This was Arſaces's Intention, part whereof I approved, 
and labouring to divert the Violence of the reſt, I would 
needs moderate his Spleen againſt Arſacomes, by the Pro- 
miſe I made him, that all his Endeavours ſhould never 
ſerve for any Thing but to make him the more odious 
to me. I will not trouble you, Brother, with all the 
Particulars of our Converſation, that Diſcourſe would be 
too long, ſince it was not much ſhorter than the Night; 
in brief, judging that the Day began to draw near, I diſ- 
milled Arſaces, after having confirmed him by all manner 
of Proteſtations, in the Hope he had of my Conſtancy ; 
and after having given him leave to take the ſame Op- 


portunities for a like Entertainment, while he could ſtay 


at Iſedon with any Safety. This Deſign was put in Ex- 
ecution, and I ſaw him many times in the ſame manner, 
without either being ſurprized, or troubled by any En- 
counter; and Arſaces, at my urgent Entreaties, was ſo 
careful to keep himſelf concealed; that his being at 1ſe- 
don was never ſo much as ſuſpected. In the interim the 
King was ſo extremely vext at the Shame he thought he 
had received, that his Diſcontent moderated, or rather 
ſtifled all the Joy he ought to have received, for the hap- 
py Proceedings of my Brother's Army. He had heard of 
his Victory over Zopirio, and afterwards of the taking of 
many Towns, which either by Force or Gentleneſs he 
had brought under his Obedience ; but he had hardly ap- 
pear'd any way ſenſible of thoſe Succeſles, which in ano- 
ther Seaſon would have found him very ready to bear a 
part in the publick Joy. But he received no ſmall ſur- 
charge to his Affliction, when by an Expreſs that came 
from Arſaccmes, he heard how Prince Oroondates had left 
the Army, the Cauſe of his Departure being unknown to 
every Body, as likewiſe the Place whither he was gone. 
He delivered him a Letter which my Brother had writ- 
ten to Anſacomes, whereby he relign'd the Army into his 

| | Command, 
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Command, and gave up into his Hand the Charge the 
King had impoſed upon him. This News caſt the King 
into furious redoublings of his Anger, but it was raiſed 
to the Extremity, when that Meſſenger delivered him a 
Cabinet which my Brother had forgotten, in which 
among many other Papers there had been found the In- 
formation Theodates gave him of the Life, Fortune, and 
Impriſonment of Artaxerxes. The Reading of that Let- 
ter produced many ſeveral Effects in him, for if it made 


him judge that Oroondates had till then been innocent of 


the treacherous Deſigns whereof he accuſed Artaxerxes, 
it made him alſo believe that it was that Advertiſement 
that made him leave his Army, to go to that dear Friend, 
and to join with him againſt his Father's Service. Nei- 
ther was he without ſome Suſpicion, that Oroondates had 
cunningly left that Letter, to make it be believed that the 
Deſigns and Perſon of Arſaces had been unknown to him, 
and to gain the more Facility by that Device, to effect 
the Plots they had contrived together. But howſoever it 
were, the King could not fix upon any of theſe Opinions, 
without finding Cauſe to redouble his Wrath and Hatred 
againſt Artaxerxes, nor did he neglet any Thing that 
could ſerve toward his Revenge ; and ſeeing that the 
Gods, or his ill Fortune had made him *ſcape out of his 
Hands, he ſought out all the Ways to miſchief him that 
could fall into his Imagination. He cauſed many Mani- 
feſts to be drawn, and ſent into all the Quarters of his 
Kingdom, wherein he accuſed him of Treaſon, and of a 
Conſpiracy againſt his Life ; exhorted all his Subjects to 
endeavour his Deſtruction ; and the more ſtrongly to in- 
vite them to it, promiſed five hundred Talents to whoſo- 
ever ſhould bring him his Head. The News of this 
Cruelty and Malice of the King's, drave Arſaces into Re- 
ſentments which were like to have made him go beyond 
thoſe Conſiderations which till then he had preſerved to- 
wards his Perſon. Ah ! (faid he) why muſt this barba- 
rous Man be the Father of Berenice and Oroondates; and 
why is it not permitted me to revenge with the Blood of 
ſo cruel an Enemy, the ingrateful Deſigns he has againſt 


my Life, and the Wrong he would do my m—— : 
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After theſe Words he returned again to himſelf, and 


repenting that he had ſpoken to them, ask d me Par. 
don, — proteſied he never would fall any more into 


thoſe violent Thoughts againſt my Father. And indeed 
till then, he endeavoured to force himſelf to Patience, 
but he utterly loſt it, at the laſt Effects of the King's In- 


dignation. | 


How great Compliance ſoever the — had till then 


ſhewed to Stratonice, yet had he never reſolved to marry 


me to Arſacomes; and tho' he was driven to it by the | 


Conſiderations of his Love, and by the Queen's eternal 
Perſecutions, his Ambition, and ſome remainder of his 
Affection to me, made him repugnant to that Alliance; 
but when once he began to loſe the Hope of taking Re- 


venge upon Arſaces by any other Way, he overcame the 
remnant of his Love to me, and believing he could not 


afflict his Enemy more ſenſibly than by giving me to his 
Rival, he reſolved abſolutely upon the Marriage. He had 
heard there was nothing more to do in the Country, 
where Ar/acomes was with his Army ; and having deter- 
mined that he ſhould return with his Forces, he ſent an 
Expreſs to him, with Orders to bring him back, and 
with a Letter which he wrote to him, the Wards where- 
of were to this Purpoſe : _ | {ft 2247 


The King of Scythia to Prince Arſacomes. 


8 INCE you are the only Man evorthy of my Friendſi 
and of my Alliance, I intend that fall have them 


both ; come therefore Arſacomes, to receive the Recompence 


that expects you, as well for the Services I have received 
from you, as for thoſe you have rendred Berenice; fron 
hence forward ſhe ſhall be yours, and all the Difficulties ou 


have found in eb nning ber, foall yield to the Authority of 


ber Father, and of ber King. 


He 
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| He ſhewed this Letter to divers of the Court, and 
publiſhed his Reſolution to every Body, to the end Arfa- 
ces might come to hear of it, and feel the Sorrow he pre- 
pared for him. He wonld needs alſo give me my Share 
of it, and the next Day after the Departure of that fatal 
Meſſenger, he came into my Chamber, and bearing the 
Marks of his cruel Intention in his Forehead, put me in- 
to as great a Fear as I could poſſibly be capable of. He 
took not ſo much leiſure as to fit down for the ſhort Viſit 
he meant to make we, but looking upon me with a ſe- 
verer Eye than ever he had done before, Berenice, (ſaid 
he) hitherto I have been too favourable to you, but you 
100 unworthily abuſed my Indulgence, therefore now 
know my laſt Intentions, and diſpoſe your ſelf (once for 
all) to marry Arſacomes ; I give you as much Time to 
reſolve upon it, as will be l for his Voyage hi- 
ther; but I declare to you, that he ſhall be- your Husband 
from the very Day of his arrival. Tho' I was infinite ly 
ſurprized at this ſtrange Diſcourſe, yet did I call up all 
the Courage I had, to make reply to that ſevcre Propoſi- 
tion of the King's, and looking upon him with an Eye 
that was more animated than ordinary, I will obey you, 
Sir, (ſaid I) to the laſt Minute of my Life; but my Death 
| hope will be free from the Obedience I owe you. You 
ſhall have leave to die, (replied the King) if you prefer 
Death before Arſacomes, but you ſhall never obtain a more 
favourable Election. He ſtay'd not for my Anſwer, bur 
going out of the Room left me in the Condition you may 
judge I was reduced to by that cruel Threat: Truly it 
was a very lamentable one, and Theomiris and CyMenia 
had never been more ſorrowfully employed about me, 
than they were all the reſt of that Day. I would have 
liſſembled my Grief to Ar/aces, whom I was to ſee that 
Night, and I prayed my Coufin not to tell him of that 
Vilit of the King's, but twas impoſſible for me to hold 
ny Reſolution ; and as ſoon as ever I ſaw him, my Tears 
broke forth in ſuch abundance, that before I was able to 
peak, he was but too well inſtructed in my Misfortune ; 
wherefore I was forced to confeſs it to him, after the 
Tears that had betray'd me, and ſeeing he ſuſpected ſome- 
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thing more fatal, I was fain to tell him all I knew, both 


of the King's Meſlage to Arſacomes, and of the cruel” 


Command I had received from his own Mouth. Arſaces 
never appeared ſo terrible to me as at that killing News, 
and I do not wonder his Enemies ſhould think him ſo 


dreadful in Fight, ſince in the Anger I ſaw him at that 


time, I could not but be afraid of him my ſelf, Yet did 
he all that poſſibly he could to maſter it before me, and 
when he had a lictle conquer'd that firſt Fury, which 
made him fly into an Extremity of Rage againſt the 
King's violent Proceeding, and that he had kept Silence 
for a few Moments; Tis too long deferred, (added he) 
Arſacemes muſt die, and the Blood of that unworthy Fa- 


vourite mult pay for the King's Tyranny, and for his own. 


Oppoſe not this juſt Reſolution, Madam,. with unjuſt 
Commands ; my Obedience in this Encounter would be 
 Cowardice, and in the Extremity we are now reduced to, 


T ought to be exempred from it. The King doth but vain- | 


ly prepare a Marriage for him, to which he has unworthi- 
ly pretended ; neither am J fo forſaken of the Gods or 
Men, no nor of my own Courage, which hitherto hath 
ſerved me faithfully enough, but that I can make that 
Rival fall at the Head of his Army. The King of Sqthia 
perhaps ſhall find that the Remembrance of Arſaces is 
not yet extinguiſh'd in the Court of Scythia, and I hope 
it ſhall be with his own Forces that I'll oppoſe his unjuſt 
and tyrannical Deſigns. Theſe were Arſaces's Words, 
and I ſaw him fo Pat upon that Reſolution, that I had 
not the Confidence to oppoſe it with all the Power I had 
over him. Yet did I ſtrive to pacify him as much as 
poſſibly I could, and alledged all the Reaſons I thought 
capable to divert his Purpoſe. I lov'd not Blood, and 
could have wiſh'd to be rid of Arſacomes otherwiſe than 
by his Death ; and beſides, I ſaw ſuch great and mani- 
feſt Dangers to Arſaces in that Enterprize, that it was 
hard to hope for a favourable Iſſue of it. I repreſented 
It to him as well as I was able, and endeavoured to 
touch him by the Conſideration of my Fears for the evi- 
dent Peril of his Life. He having ever been very ready 
to comply with my Entreaties, ſtrove to appear more mo- 
derate, and having proteſted he would make his Inclina- 

| | tions 
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Princeſs (replied Arſaces) that I ſhould caſe you of that 
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tions yield to mine as much as he could poſſibly, he left 


me in ſome Belſef that J had obtained what I deſired of 
him. I paſt the reſt of that Day in thoſe Diſquiets which 


that Uncertainty cauſed in me ; but in the Night, at the 
Hour when I expected him, I only received a Letter by 
one of Theodates's Servants, the Words whereof were 
theſe : | 


Arſaces to the Princeſs Berenice. 


Depart, Madam, ſince my Honour, ſince my Repeſe will 
I not ſuffer me to remain longer near you, and perhaps 1 
ſeall not return to you again, til I am freed of a R. val, 
and reveng'd of an Enemy: Remember your faithful Arſa- 
ces; and if it 2 the Gods ke die in ibis Enterprize, ſuf- 
fer him not to ate alfo in your Memory. 


The Reading of theſe Words did infinitely augment 
my Grief, and put me again into my former Apprehen- 
ons. I began to be atfliaed for his Abſence, and to 
tremble for the Dangers into which he was going to ex- 
poſe himſelf. What likelihood is there (faid I to Theo- 
miris and Cydenia) that he can attempt to kill Arſacomes 
at the Head of his Army, without periſhing himſelf in 
the Deſign? Ah ! without doubt, Couſin, we ſhall never 
ſee him more, and his Deſpair will make him ſo far to 
negle& the Means of his Safety, that he by his own Ruin 
will ſecure the Pretenfions of Arſacomes. 

Lafflicted my ſelf on this manner, notwithſtanding all 
the Conſolations I received from Theontiris, and could 
never be cured of my Fears during all the time he conti- 
nued in that Journey. But, Brother, I think I am at 
the End of the Recital you demanded of me, and if you 
deſire to know the wonderful Events of Arſaces's Voyage, 
you may learn them much better from himſelf than me, 
who am little capable of relating ſuch Adventures as 
thoſe you are going to hear from him. It is juſt, fair 


Pains 


238 CASSANDRA Part Iv. 


Pains, and you, out of your Goodneſs, have given me 
Teſt enough to be able to finiſh this Narration. Avſace; 
held his Peace at theſe Words, and when he had thought 
a while of the Diſcourſe he was to make, he proceeded 
in theſe Terms: A 
As ſoon as I had left the Princeſs, and that I was re. 
tired with Theodates, I made that dear Friend acquainted 
with my Reſolution of departing the next Night, to 90 
to Arſacomes, and either give him his Death in the mid. 
dle of his Troops, or put an End, by my own, to all the 
Pains to which I ſaw my ſelf condemned. Weodates was 
amazed at that Deſign, but he argued not much againſt it, 
and only told me he would run my Fortune, and that 
into what Peril ſoever I expos'd my felt, he never would 
forſake me while he liv'd: Theſe tender Proofs of his 
Friendſhip, did infinitely redouble mine, and not ha- 
ving the Power to refuſe his Company in ſuch an Enter- 
prize, eſpecially ſeeing there was no more Safety for 
him in 1/edon than for me, and that in what Part of 
| Seythia ſoever he could be, his Abode would {till be dan- 
gerous, beczuſe beſides what he had done to favour my 
Eſcape, the Letter which had come to the King's Eye, 


and which was known to be his Hand, had exceedingly 


aggravated his Diſpleaſure againft him, I conſented to 
let him go along with me, and expoſe himſelf with me 
to all the Dangers which in Probability we went to En- 
counter. | | . 
That Day we gave order to get good Arms, and good 
Horſes, and other Things that were moſt neceſſary for 
us; but we would take no other Company along with 
us, except Criton, who had already well recovered his 
Wounds, Theedates's Squire, and two of his Servants to 
take care of our Horſes and Arms, believing that a 
greater Train would but make our Paſſage the more dif- 
ficult, and the more eaſily diſcover us. I wrote thoſe 
few Words to my Princeſs which ſhe repeated to you, 
and tho' her Abſence was the greateſt Misfortune 1 was 
ſenſible of ia that Attempt, yet would I go away with- 
out ſecing ber for ſcar ſhe ſho 

with her abſolute Authority x, 
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I gave my Letter into the Hands ef a truſty Servant 
of Theodates ; | and when a good part of the Night 
was ſpent, we took Horſe, and going @ut of the Town, 
put our ſelves into a Way that was not unknown to thoſe 
that attended us. By good Fortune we had no River to 
paſs that was not fordable, nor no Town in our Paſſage 
which we could not avoid, ſending only Theodates's Ser- 
vants through them, to buy ſuch Proviſions as we 
needed. This did much facilitate our Voyage, and we 
rtorm'd it without any Encounter that was able to 
croſs our Purpoſe, ; 

But before we came to the Army, I thought fit to diſ- 
cover the Bottom of my Delign to Theodates ; and to 
that End, Do not believe, faid I, that my Reſolution 
proceeds totally from my Deſpair, and that my Enter- 
prize (tor all it is fo hazardous) is without ſome Beam 
of Hope, grounded upon a great deal of Reaſon. The 
Army now under Arſacon.es, is the fame you know that 
1 commanded againſt the 7auro-Scythians, in the Coun- 
try of the Agatirſians, and afterwards againſt Arimbas ; 
'twas with it we obtained ſome Victories againſt the 
King of Secythia's Enemies; There is no Commander 
among thoſe Troops whom I have not oblig'd by ſome 
particular Courteſy ; there is hardly any Soldier whoſe 
Face and Name is not known to me, and never did any 
General receive more 'Teſtimonies of Affection from his 
Men, than I from them, while we march'd together. 

This Remembrance makes me hope for Favour amongſt 
them, tho' I ſhould come to be ſo unfortunate, as to have 
ill Succeſs in my Deſign againſt Ar/accmes's Perſon ; and 
for all he is their General, perhaps he will have much 
ado to find more Friends than J among them. You have 
Reaſon to believe it, anſwer'd Theodates, and as I can 
aſſure you, that your Memory is ſtill dearer to them than 
you can imagine, I can alſo tell you, that by reaſon. of 
Arſacomes's Pride, and of his haughty Carriage, all the 
Soldiers and all the Officers have a great Averſion to 
him; and Jam confident they never ſubmitted to his 
Command without a great deal of Unwillingneſs. 
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Theſe Words of Theodates redoubled my Hopes, and 


in the mean Time we advanc'd toward the Army, with 
as much Speed gs the Compaſſes we were fain to take 
would ſuffer us, and we found it ſooner than we ex- 


pected. The King's Meiſenger had made very great 


haſte, and had been arriv'd there many Days ; and 
Arſacomes, who with ſuch lofty Hopes had receiv'd fo 
plealing an Order, has rais'd his Camp from the Banks 
of Borifthenes, and was returning ſtrait to don, with 
as long Maiches as he could. He, by Order from the 
King, had left Five or Six Thouſand Men upon the 
Frontier, which he had put in Garriſon in ſome of 
thoſe Towns that had been recover'd, and the reſt of 
the Army was about Eighteen or Twenty Thouſand, 
It was along the Bank of the River Hypanis that we 
ſaw the firſt Battalions march, and riding with our Bea- 
vers down, we palled without doubt, among the firſt 
that ſaw us, for Horſemen of their Army ; we wore no- 
thing upon our Arms that could diſcover our Quality, 
they were very good, but not enrich'd with any Orna- 
ment that could make them be taken Notice of ; and we 
had made Choice of ſuch, that we might have the Liberty 
of paſſing every where with leſs Danger of being known. 
I had taken no particular Order about my Deſign, but 
had only reſolv'd to lay hold of the firſt Occaiion For- 
tune ſhould offer me to fight with Arſacomes, or kill 
him if I could do it upon even Terms, and without any 
Baſeneſs ; but fee how ſhe behav'd herſelf in that Ad- 
venture, and admire her Capriciouſneſs in one of the 
ſtrangeſt Events you ever heard. a 240 
One Part of the Army was already paſs d, when I faw 
Arſacomes appear at the Head of a good Number of Com- 
manders, among which I knew the good old Cleoreſtes, 
Leotaris, and ſome other of thoſe Friends I had greateſt 
Confidence in. He was compleatly arm'd, ( as you 
know it is the Cuſtom among the Scythians, never to go 
without their Arms upon a March, or paſſing upon any 
Duty of their Command) but his Beaver was up, ar 
he was eaſy to be known by many other Marks. As 
ſoon as ever I ſaw twas he, my Reſentments awaken'd 


in ſuch Manner, that 1 no longer was Maſter of them; 


and 


neceſſary Conſiderations; and moreover, I believed, that 
in the Extremity I was reduc'd to, and in the Nature of 
the Cauſe that mov'd me, I could not ſtand conſidering ; 


nor ſeek Ways to facilitate my Enterprize, and be cautious _ 


of my Safety, without Cowardiſe. In this Conceit, turn- 
ing toward Theodates, Dear Theodates, ſaid I, I can no 


longer defer the Execution of my Deſign ; ſtir not till 


you ſee J have need of your Aſſiſtance, and then do what 


ou ſhall think convenient. I hearken'd not to what. 


Theodates alledg'd, to diſſuade me from my raſh Intent; 
but advancing towards Ar/acomes, I drew near him with- 
out any Dithculty, I faluted him, bowing to my Saddle 
Bow, and ſpeaking to him without putting up my Beaver, 
Sir, ſaid I, may I have a Word or two with you in pri- 
vate, to inform you of a thing of great Importance for 
the King's Service ? Arſacomes accus'd me of Unmanner- 


lineſs or Folly, for having ſpoken to him without diſ- 


covering my Face ; and looking upon me with an arro- 
gant Faſhion, he ask'd me who I was. You ſhall 
know, Sir, anſwered I, and with my Name, ſhall alſo 
learn the Buſineſs I have to impart to you, it you pleaſe 
to withdraw about an Hundred Paces from this Company: 


that is about you. With theſe Words I turn'd my Horſe, 


and rode toward the Place whither I defir'd to draw 


him; and tho' they that were preſent. would have per- 
ſuaded him not to follow me, and told him that by ſo 
doing he would injure his Dignity, yet being (as indeed 
he was) valiant, and deſirous of Glory, he Yeliev'd that 
Diſtruſt would ſhew a Want of Spirit: In that Opinion 
he commanded them to march on, and forbidding them 
to follow him, he came galloping after me, and paſling 
by the Place where I had ſtopt, went Five or Six Hun- 
dred Paces from his Men. I overtook him in an Inſtant, 
and he turning toward me as ſoon as I drew near, Speak 
now, ſaid he, at Liberty, and ſince no Body over-hears 
thee, tell me who thou art, and what thou haſt to com- 
municate to me for the King's Service, I thought I might 
ſatisfy part of his Demand, by letting him ſee my Face ; 
and for that Purpoſe, thruſting up the Beaver of my Cask, 
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and tho in Appearance I could not take a more unſeaſon- 
able Time for my Satisfaction, I was not capable of all 
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I am Arſaces, anſwered I, and by that Name alone thou 
mayeſt learn all I have to ſay to thee. 

Arſacomes was ſo ſurpriz'd at theſe Words, and at the 
unexpected Sight of my Face, that for all he had a great 
deal of Courage, he chang'd Colour, and appear'd as 
immoveable as a Statue. I would not take Advantage 


of his Amazement, but to give him Leiſure to recover it, 


Come to thy ſelf again Arſacomes, ſaid I, and know him, 
whom neither the King of Scythia's Ingratitude, nor thine, 
hath been able to ruin. I live ſtill in ſpite of his Or- 
ders, and in Spite of thine ; and J live to diſpute Bere- 


nice with thee : Endeavour to defend thy Pretenſions with 


thy Life, and make thy ſelf worthy by that Action, of 
what neither thy Birth nor thy Services have been able 
te merit. Thou canſt never hope to poſſeſs her quietly 
while Arſaces is alive, and thou oughteſt ro diſpatch him 
out of the World, if thou -wilt tree thy ſelf of a more 
fortunate Rival, and of an irreconcileable Enemy. My 
Birth is now well enough known to thee, to believe 
thou ſhalt not wrong thy Dignity by this Combate, nor 
is there ſo little Honour to be gotten with Arſaces, 


but that thou mayeſt reckon this Encounter as one of 


the moſt glorious of thy whole Lite. By theſe Words, 
J ftrove to draw him to a greater Diſtance from his 
Troops, yet he would go but very little further ; and 
having ſettled himſelf while I was ſpeaking, after he 
had look'd upon me with a more reſolute Countenance 
than before, Yes, ſaid he, I am ready to diſpute Berenice 
with thee ; and fince thou haſt eſcap'd the Juſtice of the 
King her Father, I ſhall be glad to revenge his Quarrel, 
and make my Sword the Inſtrument of that Death which 
thou oughteſt to have ſuffer'd for the Defence of thy 
Country. This cruel Reproach,.to which I ſaw my ſelf 
unhappi ly expos'd, rais'd my Anger to the higheſt Pitch, 
and ſeeing that Arſacomes put his Hand to the Hilt of his 
Sword without moving any further, I drew mine with 
all the haſte I could, and making it glitter in his Eyes, 
quickly ſhew'd him that to give me my Death was not 
fo eaſy a Matter as he imagin'd. I believ'd I had not 


much Time to ſatisfy Revenge, and that I ſhould: ſoon. 


have part of the Army upon me; wherefore deſiring to 
19 = morten 
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ſhorten that Combate with an extraordinary Haſte, I flew 
at Arſacomes with more Fury than Judgment, and wich 
Two fortunate Blows gave him Two Wounds, one in 
the Body, the other in the Right Arm, which diſabled 
him to fight, and put him in ſuch Diſorder, that ruſhing 
fiercely againſt him at the ſame Time, I threw him 
headlong out of his Saddle upon the Ground Tho' the 
Sight of our Combate had already made a good many of 
thoſe that beheld it come running towards us, I had 
Time enough to have ſlain Arſacomes, if I had had a Mind 
to it; but how great Intereſt ſoever J had in his Death, 
I was not able to give it him, being he was no longer 
in a Condition to defend himſelf; and ſeeing ſome of 
the Othcers of the Army come thundring at me, I ad- 
vanc'd a little toward them, with a Purpoſe to make my 
ſelf known, and with a Hope to moderate their Reſent- 
ments by the Sight of my Face. I found more Facility 
in it than I expected, by the Prudence of Theodates, for 
he no ſooner had ſeen them ſtir, but caſting off his Hel- 
met, and ſhewing them his bare Head, he made toward 
them with all poſſible Speed, crying, O Cleoreſtes, O Leo- 
taris, whither run you? Tis Arſaces your General, and 
our beſt Friend. | | 
The Name of Arſaces often reiterated, ſlackned their 
Speed, and turning toward bim that ſpoke it, they knew 
him to be Theodates, to whom they bore a particular Re- 
ſpe& and Affection. They were ſeiz'd with a marvellous 
Aſtoniſhment, when I coming up to them with my Sword 
in my Hand, and my Head quite unarm'd, Do you 
come ( cry'd I ) dear Friends, to take away the Life of 
| Arſaces ? If it be fo, I retuſe not Death, nor can I re- 
ceive it from more welcome Hands, than thoſe of my 
ancient Friends, and of my valiant Companions. Theſe 
Words, and the Sight of my Face, ſtopp'd them ſhort at 
firſt, and put them into a wonderful Trreſolution ; but 
within a while after, they made all other Conſidera- 
tions yield to their Affection, and putting up their 
Swords, they came to me with an Intention very diffe- 
rent from that which before had drawn them. | 
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This Accident had ſtaid the March of the Army, and 
all the Othcers leaving their Places, with part alſo of 


the Soldiers, ran thronging to that Spectacle; but the 


Name of Arſaces which ſpread from one to another thro' 


the whole Army, preſently ſtilled all their Reſentments, 


and wakening in them the Remembrance of the ardent 
Love they had born me, they ran all about me, to take 
my part againſt Arſacomes's Servants, and particular 
Friends. Cleoreſtes was the firſt who finding the Affection 
of the Soldiers, and incited to it by his own, got before 
all the reſt, and cried, Long live our General Ar/aces, 


and may his Enemies periſh. Leotaris ſeconded him in 


his Cries, and in his Action, and immediately the Name 
of Arſaces ecchoed through all the Plain. I was almoſt 
overturn'd with the Croud of Officers, and Soldiers, 


ſome ask'd to ſee their General Arſaces, and ſome preſſed 


to ſalute me. I ſtretcht forth my Hands and embrac'd 
them one after another ; and calling them by their Names, 
J made them ſee I had dearly preſerved their Remem- 
brance. By little and little I was encompaſled by the 
whole Army, and was fain to go all about withour my 
Cask, and to ſhew my ſelf to thoſe that were ſurtheſt 
off, who with loud Cries demanded the fight of their 
General. Never was there any Changewt this Nature 
ſo ſudden, nor ſo wonderful as that, an@ all that my moſt 
affectionate Friends could have wiſh'd to my Advantage, 
would not have come near to what Fortune did for me 
in that Encounter. In the ſame Place where a few Mi- 


nutes before I had been alone againſt an Enemy that com- 


manded a powerful Army, I ſaw my ſelf triumphant, I 
ſaw my ſelf ador'd, and I ſaw my ſelf abſolute over 
twenty thouſand Men, whoſe Arms and- Lives were at 
my Devotion. Let Arſaces (cried they confuſedly) take 
the Command of us again, and let him lead us over all 
the Werld to ſerve him, we'll obey no Body but him, 


and his Enemies ſhall be ours. Only Ar/acomes's Friends 


and Seryants terrified with this Alteration, too weak to 
ſhew how they reſented it, aud perhaps being in fear of 
their Lives, offer d not to come near me; but in all that 
Confuſion I was not forgetful of my Maſter, and being 


very confident he was not dead, I prayed Cleoreſtes, if 
they 
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they had not done it already, that he would cauſe him to 
be taken from the Place where he was, and make as care- 
ful Endeavours be uſed for his Recovery, as I could have 
deſired for my own. After I had given this Order, I en- 
treated thoſe that ſtood near, to afford me a little Au- 
dience, and having obtained Silence with much ado, I 
ſpoke to the principal Othcers who came round about me, 
and to as many of the reſt as were within hearing: My 
dear and generous Friends, (ſaid I) you by whom alone 
the Name of Arſaces has gain'd all the Honour it can boaſt 
of, you by whom I am now alive, and briefly, you to 
whom with my Glory, and with my Life, Towe all, and 
will acknowledge all ; I ſhould be unworthy of this 
Affection which is my chiefeſt Happineſs, if I could abuſe 
it, and if I ſhould make uſe of your Goodneſs for the de- 
tence of an unjuſt Quarrel, and a Quarrel wherein you 
your ſelves had not ſome Intereſt. That which you had 
done for the King of Scythia, and that which I had done 
for him with your Aſſiſtance, was not ſo inconſiderable, 
that inſtead of Recompences he ſhould give us Shackles, 
he ſhould give us Puniſhments ; and that after having 
unworthily wrong'd your General in his Perſon and in 
his Reputation, atter having made him languiſh in a hard 
Captivity, he ſhould ſend him Executioners cruelly to 
tear away that Life which he ſo often had prodigally ha- 
zarded for his, and for the defence of his Dominions. 
"Tis true, my Birth had made me criminal in his Opi- 
nion ; and if your Thoughts are not more generous than 
his, it will likewiſe make me ſo in yours; but though 
I ſhould endanger this Lite which I hold from you, I can 
no longer be able to diſſemble the Truth, and into what 
Ness ſoever I can be reduced, I never will require 
Services from Perſons to whom I am not known. Ir is 
true, my Fricnds, it you can be ſo after my Declaration 
I make to you, it is I heretofore was Artaxerxes the dear 
Brother, and the faithful Friend of your Prince Oroon- 
dates; but Darius's Son, and Matheus's Enemy; you are 


N 


not ignorant what my Family and I have done againſt 
you; but if 2 have found, that in what I have done 
for this Kingdom at the Head of you, I have preſerv'd the 
Hatred of an Enemy, I ſhall not think it ſtrange if you 
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follow the Example of your King; and if according to 
the Intention he had to do ſo, you take away a Life 
which you have newly given me, nor had I kept it hi- 
therto but in hope to recover, by your Aſſiſtance, part of 
that Honour, and part of that Empire which I loft while 
I was fighting here for yours ; but I am only to blame 
to ſay J kept my Life only for that, no my valiant Fel- 
low Soldiers, I kept it alſo for Berenice; and it my be- 
ing in this Country has been any way advantageous to 
the Scythians, they owe it to the Love I bear their Prin- 
ceſs, I ſery'd her in ſerving you, ſhe has been pleas'd to 
approve my Services, and I thought I had rather merited 
her, than that ignominious Death the King would give 
me; but while he ſends me Poiſon, and preſents me with 
a Dagger to be my own Executioner, he alſo takes Bere- 
nice from me to beſtow her upon Arſacomes, and 'tis by 
that way alone he deprives me of a Life which I defcn- 
ded in ſpite of all his Jailors, and his Hangmen. He in 
favour of that Fovourite, cruelly forces the Inclinations, 


and unnaturally impriſons the Perſon of that Princeſs, as 


he not long ago did the Perſon of your Prince, and by 
that Violence has driven the miſerable Ar/aces, either to 
find a Death in the midſt of all your Swords, or to kill 
Avſacomes at the Head of all his Troops, and to demand 
of thoſe very Troops the Happineſs which his Enemies 
unjuſtly would rob him of. Behold, dear Friends, what 
T ought to fear, and what I ought to hope for from you; 
if you will have me live as Arſaces, I demand Berenice 
of you; and if you will have me die as Artaxerxes, I 
freely offer you my Breaſt, and defire not to conſerve 
that Life againſt your Wills, for which T muſt confeſs 
my ſelf indebted to you: I had not made an end of theſe 
Words, when there aroſe a confuſed Noiſe amongſt the 
Soldiers, which at firſt might have been enough to bc- 
get Fear in a Perſon that had been much in love with his 
Life, but I had not the Leiſure to be ſtrucken with it, for 
I preſently underſtood theRefolution of all that Multitude. 
The Recital of this Adventure is indeed ſnhameful to the 


King of Scythia, ſince among ſo many thouſand Men, of 


mean and obſcure Birth, there were none whoſe Thoughts 
were not more full of Gratitude than his, and whoſe 
| Know- 
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Knowledge of my real Quality was able to blot out the 
Remembrance of the Obligations they believ'd they had 
to me. Let him be Arſaces, (cried they) or let him be 
Artaxerxes, he is {till our General, he is the Friend, he 
is the Brother of our great Prince, we have no more 
War now againſt the Perſians, and we are ſo much the 
more oblig'd to Prince Artaxerxes, if for all he is a Per- 
fan, he has given us ſuch Teſtimonies of Affection, as 
we never receiv'd from any of our own Country-men. 
Let him lead us (faid they preſently after) whither his 
Intereſts call him, let him lead us to the Conqueſt of Be- 
renice, and to the Revenge of thoſe high Wrongs he has 
receiv'd, we'll ſerve him without any Diſtinction of Ene- 
mies, and will never put any Difference between his and 
ours, Theſe Words and many others that were to the 
ſame Senſe were often repeated through the whole Camp, 
and by a thouſand reſounding Cries, and a thouſand 
extraordinary Actions, all the Commanders, and all 
the Soldiers, teſtified that they longed for nothing 
ſo earneſtly as the Occaſion of going to fight for my 
Quarrel. $* | Is: 
I cannot but acknowledge that I felt an exceſſive Joy 

at ſo favourable an Event: I could not keep my ſelf from 
having great Reſentments againſt the King, who after 
his unworthy Uſage of me, and the cruel Deſign he had 
ſnew'd to take away my Life in an ignominious manner, 
had ſer my Head at a Price, and ran to all the Extremities 
againſt me, that are wont to be uſed againſt the baſeſt 
Malefactors, and againſt the greateſt Traitors to a King- 
dom. This Remembrance thruſt me upon the Deſign of 
revenging my ſelf againſt him with his own Arms, and 
of making him know that a Prince diſpolleſs'd of his Do- 
minions, was not yet ſs weak, nor ſo forſaken, but that 
he could in the Heart of his Territories, deſtroy that 
Peace which he himſelf had ſettled. My Love join'd it 
ſelf to my Anger with a more abſolute Power, and my 
defire of Revenge was nothing near ſo ſtrong, as that of 
obtaining Berenice; I was deſirous therefore, for the Sa- 
tisfaction of both, to make uſe of the Happineſs that offe- 
red it ſelf to me, and thought I ought not to neglect a 
Fortune, which I ſhould never recover again while I 
L 4 | liv'd, 
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248 CASSANDRA. Part IV. 
liv'd, if I ſhouid ſuffer it to eſcape ; with this Intent, 
ſhewing a more chearful Countenance to the Commanders 
and Soldiers than betore, Generous Friends, (ſaid I) I 
know not how to oppoſe the Effects of your Goodneſs, 
nor refuſe the advantageous Offers you make me; ſince 
you defire it, I entitle you to my Intereſts, and with a 
Confidence like that of yours, I put my Life and Fortune 
into your Hands; I henceforth will acknowledge no— 
thing but from you, and ſince you are pleaſed I ſhould 
again take up the Honour I had heretofore amongſt you, 
I obey, with a Proteſtation that I never will abuſe it 
while I live, and that demanding nothing of you but a 
Miſtreſs, I will always own you for my "Maſters and for 
my Protectors. 

Atter theſe Words, I rode about every where amongſt 
them, and as I received the Oath which the Officers * 
luntarily made to me, I embraced them, and almoſt all 
the Soldiers after them. This Ceremony being ended, I 
fell into great Expreſſions of Kindneſs to Cleoreſtes, Leo- 
taris, and the reſt of my particular Friends; and Theo- 
dates, who was extremely belov'd and much conſidered 
amongſt them, receiv'd a "thouſand Civilities from them, 
and a thouſand Praiſes for the Affection he had ſhew'd to 
me, we encamp'd that Day in that very Place, and that 
Situation appear'd very commodious for a ſtay of three 
or four Days, which was not unneceſſary, to deliberate 
about the managing of my Affairs. In the mean time 
Arſacomes was in his Tent, attended as if he had been in 
his better Fortune; his Wounds were found to be neither 
great nor dangerous, and the Chirurgeons promis'd his 
Cure in a few Days ; he wanted nothing bur Liberty, 
which in that Condition would have been uſeleſs to him, 
and my Friends knowing how highly it concerned me to 
keep him faſt, had taken Care to ſet Guards upon him. 


They judg'd with Reaſon that I could not ſecure my ſelf 


of Berenice, but by keeping Arſacomes; and that as long 


as he was in my wer, the King could not force Bere- 


nice to marry him. Within in a few Days, though he 


was not abſolutely cured, yet was he able to endure a n 


Litter, and I heard by thoſe that waited on him, that 


his Captivity was 115 moſt ſenſible Diſcontent. How 
great 


D 


PPS 


Book IV. CASSANDRA. 249 
reat Intereſt ſoever I had to keep him, I ſcorned to 
make uſe of that Advantage which I held from Fortune, 
and ſince he had eſcaped my Sword, I believed my felt 
oblig'd in Honour, to reſtore him a Liberty, which he 
had loſt only by the Defection of his Army. To this 
Conſideration I added, that if he was generous he would 
remember my Carriage toward him, and that as T had not 
abus'd his Captivity to concern Berenice, ſo neither would 
he perhaps abuſe his Liberty to take her from me. All 
my Friends, and Theodates himſelt oppoſed my Intention, 
and judged it contrary to the Laws of Prudence ; but 
they were not able to ſhake my Reſolution, and after ha- 
ving pray'd them to give me leave inthis Encounter which 
concern'd no Body but my ſelf, to make uſe of the Power 
they had given me, I went to Arſacomes, whom I had not 
ſcen ſince he was wounded, | | 
Although the Power I- had over him, ſtifled all, my 
Anger, I could not ſee him without being moy'd,” and 
I obſery'd he changed Colour at my coming in; but not 
deſiring any long Converſation with him, I quickly told 
him the Cauſe of my Vilit, and took away all thoſe Ap- 
prehenſions he might have had. Arſacomes, (ſaid I) L 
come not hither to reproach you with the Injuries you 
have done me, I endeavoured to revenge them by ai way 
which you have eſcaped, and all others were too diſho- 
nourable for me to uſe. I will not take any Advantage 
againſt you, by what the Army have done in favour of 
me, and when you are well enough to endure a Jour- 
ney, you ſhall be free to go away at your own Time. 
I know I give my ſelf Death, in giving you Liberty, 
and that you will make no other Uſe of it than to de- 
prive me of that Princeſs, who is the Cauſe of all our 
Differences; but that Knowledge is not able to alter 
my Deſign : Go ſee Berenice again when you pleaſe, 
but remember that a generous Man ought to win her 
Affection rather by his Services, than by her Father's 
Authority, and that the Recompence you owe nt 
2 now do ſor you, is not to ſuffer Berenice to be 
' 2OIC | 


L 5 Arſacomes 
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Arſacomes was going to reply, but I hearken'd not to 


his Anſwer, not deſiring to hold any long Diſcourſe with 
him, wherefore going out of his Tent, I commanded the 
Soldiers that guarded him, to retire. He, without any 
further Delay, made uſe of the Favour I had done him, 
and the next Morning cauſing himſelf to be put into a 
Litter, which Prince Oroondates had left at the Army, 
and which he had us'd during the Cure of thoſe Wounds 
he had received in the Battel, he went on his Way to- 
ward Tſedon, but went full of Threat, and full of Re- 
ſentment, not of the Favour, but of the Injury he had 
received from me. : 

I ftaid a few Days after his Departure upon the Banks 
of the River Hyparis, not being willing to fly to Extre- 
mities againſt the Father of Berenice, and Orcondates, 
without having well deliberated the Matter, and without 
having us'd all the Caution that might free me from Blame 
in the Opinions of my Princeſs, and of my Friends, For 
this Purpoſe, retarding the Motion of the Army, and 
making but very ſhort Marches toward 1ſedon, before 1 
engaged my ſelf in a War to which I was inſtigated by 
my Love, I deſired to let the King ſee I was Maſter of 
my Reſentments, how juſt ſoever they were, and there- 
fore I diſpatched away a Meſlegger with a Letter to him, 
the Words whereof were theſe : 8 


Aſaces to the King of Seythia, 


iu not put you in Mind, Sir, what I have done for 
you, and what you have done againſt me. It ſuffices 


that you remember you are beholden to me for your Life, 
and for the Security of your Kingdom; and that for my Re- 


compence you have ſent me a Dagger and a Draught of Poi- 


fon ; you have perſecuted me as the baſeſt of all Malefactors, 
and ſet my Head at a Price, as that of a Traitor, and of 
an infamous Perſon : This Uſage muſt needs be very ſenſible 
2 4 Prince, whoſe Quality is nos inferior to your own, but 
it is ſupportable to Arſaces, from the Father of ee, 
an 


3 2 , , --...>.c. 


Book IV. CAS SANDRA 257 
and Oroondates ; and if yet yu ftop the Courſe of your Cru= 
elties, 1 will lay down dhe Writhority I have found in the 
Place awhere I only ſought for Sanctuary aga nſt your Perſecus 
tions. I demand no Satisfaction for the Wrongs you have 
done me; and tho perhaps I am in a Cond tion to right my 

ſelf, I will forget them all, as you have forgot my Services, 

provided you remember that the Princeſs Berenice 7s your 

Daughter, and that you force not her In:l:nations, in Favour 
of a Man, whom if I would, I could have made to loſe his 
Pretenſions cuith his Life. She ts of a Birth not fit to be uſed 
cbith Viclence for a Subject, and mine is not ſo deſpicable as to 
make her bluſh for having preferrd me before Arſacomes. 
Perhaps you may have ſome Conſideration Fit; and if all Ce- 
neroſity be not utterly extinguiſhed in the Heart of a King, 

jou evill remember, I am ſtill that ſame Arſaces, a has 
loft your Friendſtip only by his Misfortune, but <uho gain'd it 
by bis Blood and by his Services. | 


The Man I ſent to the King with this Letter, arriv'd 
at Iſedon Two Days after Arſacomes, and found the King 
in Troubles and in Paſſions which ic would be impoſh- 
ble to deſcribe. He partly ſhew'd them by his Uſage of 
my Meflenger, whom he caus'd to be hang'd as ſoon as 
he had — my Letter. And not doubting but this laſt 
Offence, and his cruel Obſtinacy, would utterly take 
away that Remainder of Reſpect I yet bore toward him, 
he gave Order to raiſe Men, and endeavour'd to gather 
ſuch Forces as might enable him to defend himſelf. He 
had receiv'd Arſacomes as his Son; and after having 
comforted him for the Diſgrace he had receiv'd, by all 
the ſweereſt Hopes he could poſſibly give him, he had 
preſented him to the Princeſs as her Husband, and had 
given her no longer Time to reſolve upon that Marriage, 
than till he were perfectly recover'd of his Wounds, 
which they hop'd he would be within a very few Days. 
Let not thy Artaxerxes think, ſaid he to her, to terrify 
me by the Infidelity of my Subjects; the Traytors that 
ſerve him, ſhall periſh with him, and thou ſbalr ſee his 
Deſtruction, as he ſhall ſee thy Marriage. The forrow- 
ful Princeſs anſwer'd thoſe Threatnings only with her 
Tears; and when ſhe was forc'd to reply, It is. not my 

KS. + | ; Delire, 
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Deſire, ſaid ſhe, that Arſaces ſhould return in Arms, to 
take Satisfaction for the Muries you have done him; 
and tho? I ſhould be freed by thoſe Ways, I know well 
enough what I owe to you, never to give my felt to 
him without your Conſent ; but it ſhall never be with 
mine that Arſacomes ſhall be my Husband, nor can you 
give me to him, without giving me to my Grave. You 
are unworthy, reply'd the King, I ſay you are unworthy 
of his Conſtancy roward you ; and if he were not blinded 
with Affection, for all you are a King's Daughter, he 
would deſpiſe you for your indiſcreet, and obſtinate 
Fondneſs of his Rival. If he were generous himſelt, 
added the Princeſs, he would remember the Favour he 
receiv'd from his Enemy, and would conſider that if 
Arſaces's Vertue had not carried it above his Intereſts, 
and above his Anger, he would have ſacrific'd a Life fo 
fatal to his own, and a Lite which he before had ſaved, 
She uſed almoſt the lame Diſcourſes to Arſacomes, when 
he went about to entertain ner with his Paſſion; and as 
confident as he was, ſhe ſometimes made him bluſh with 
\ Reproach. In the mean Time I was ignorant of my 
Meflenger's Deſtiny, and had advanced but little toward 
the Town, looking for his Return ; but I expected it in 
vain, and heard no News of him but in the Manner I am 
going to tell you. 1 

Having put my Lite into the Hands of the Scythians, I 


took but little Care what Guard was kept about my 


Perſon, but they all of them took a great deal, and with 
an extreme Affection teſtified how much they were con- 
cern'd in the Safety of it: Yet one Night when we were 
encamp'd by a Wood Side, ſome 5 or 600 Furlongs from 
the River Hypanis, the Soldiers that were upon the Watch 
did not fo well perform what their Officers had given 
them in Charge, but that a little before Day, Two Men 
cutting the Backſide of my Tent, and eaſily making a 
Hole wide enough to afford them Pallage, came with- 
out Difficulty into my Chamber: By good Chance, I was 


wont, while I lay in the Field, to have Candles always 


burning by me, and 'twas by their Light that thoſe Fel- 
lows having obſerv'd all the Parts of my Chamber, drew 


near to my Bedſide to execute their Reſolution. They 
| Were 
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were beginning to pull open my Curtains, when by ſome 
Noiſe they made in that Action, I awaken'd in a Start, 
and preſently looking about, I ſpied thoſe Two Men 
with their Swords in their Hands, in a Poſture which 
made me ſufficiently know their wicked Deſign. A ſud- 
den Cry I gave at Sight of thoſe Villains, frighted them 
ſo, that I had Leiſure to leap out of Bed ; yer ſeeing me 
without Arms, they recovered Courage, and went to 
proſecute their Intent of taking away my Life, but I was 
already gotten on the far Side of a Table, which ſav'd 
me from their firſt Blows, and had catch'd up a Sword, 
wherewith I thought I ſhould be able to diſpure my 
Life againſt them ; nor was I deceiv'd in my Belief, for 
with the firſt Thruſt J made, I ran it up to the Hilt in 
the Breaſt of him that was next me, and laid him dead 
at the Feet of his Companion: The other was ſo terri- 
fied at that Execution, that he loſt Heart; and ſeeing the 
Hole he came in at, endeavour'd to have ſav'd himſelf 
by Flight, but I oppoſed his Paſſage, and preſenting him 
the Point of my Sword, Stay, Miſcreant, ſaid I, ſtay, 
and ſince thou haſt dar'd to venture upon ſo great a 
Deſign, ſee if thou beeſt able to make an End of it. The 
cowardly Wretch was quite daunted at theſe Words, 
and throwing down his Sword, tell upon his Knees be- 
fore me, Ah! Sir, ſaid he, it you be that Great, that 
Generous Arſaces, who can pardon, as well as conquer, 
vive me my Liſe. Thou fhalt have it, ſaid I, tho thou 
haſt not deſerved it; but tell me . TI was go- 
ing to proceed, when thoſe that lay near my Chamber, 
being waken'd with that Noiſe, came running in one 
after another, and finding-me with my Sword in my Hand, 
a Man upon his Knces betore me, and another breathin 

out his Life with his Blood, which ran all about the 
Floor, they fell into a great Admiration ; inſtantly they 
drew their Swords, but I commanded them not to ſtir ; 
and having told them the Truth of that Adventure in a 
few Words, I examined the Fellow in their Preſence : 
He was ſo frighted, that he was hardly able to open his 
Mouth ; but after I had hearten'd him a little, by the 


Promiſe of his Life, which I often repeated, Sir, ſaid he, 


I think the Cauſe of this Attempt is not unknown to you 
; the 
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254. CASSANDRA Part IV. 
| the King ſent us to have killed you, and beſides the 
; Five Hundred Talents he had offered to whoſoever 
| ſhould bring your Head, he gained us by particular 
Promiſes of an excejiive Recompence. 
Oroondates could not ſifter Arſaces to continue his Diſ- 
courſe, without trembling tor Horror, nor without 
deteſting the Craclty, and the abominable Unworthineſs 
of the King his Father, in very retenting Words, which 
| he would not have put an End to of a great while, if 
| Arſaces who deſired to do ſo to his long Narration, had 
not taken him off to go on with it on this Manner. 
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r not afflicted, Brother, at my Recital of 
DS te King's Cruelty, but employ that Gaod- 
neſs which makes you fall thus into Paſſion 


— againſt him, to pardon the Things my Re- 


tainly, how much ſoever I was concern'd, 
and what Indignities ſoever I had ſuffered, I ſhould ne- 
ver have been overcome to do againſt a King that had 
given you your Birth, if in all his Actions he had not 
treated you as the moſt odious of all his Enemies, and 


had not endeavoured to blot out all the Characters of that 
5 Reſpect 


ſentment made me undertake ; which cer- 
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Reſpect which your Friends would have paid him for 


your ſake. 
The Attempt of this Aſſaſſination taught me nothing 


that I knew not, or at leaſt doubted not before; but it 
made the Hair ſtand on End of all that heard it, whoſe 
Number was fo encreaſed, that they already fill'd my 
Chamber. Theodates who lay in another hard by mine, 
was one of the firſt that came running thither, and after 
him, the Noiſe of this Adventure had drawn the princi- 
pal Officers of the Army. All began highly to abhor 
the King's Proccedings, to term him cruel and ungrate- 
ful, and the Ways he took, unworthy of a King, and un- 
worthy of the old down-right Simplicity of the Scythians. 
After that the Tumult was appeaſed, I queſtion'd the 
Man, and asked him particular News concerning the 


King, Berenice, Arſacomes, and the Meſſenger I had ſent. 


He told me how my Meſſenger had been hang'd, the 
Things J have already related to you of Arſacomes and 
Berenice, and the King's final Reſolution to force her to 
that Marriage, as ſoon as Arſacomes was quite recover'd, 

I was much more ſenſible of this News, than I had 
been of the Deligns they had againſt my Lite, and I re- 
ſolved to oppoſe that Violence, with all the Powers 
Fortune had put into my Hand; and in this Determina- 
tion, turning toward my Friends, My dear Companions, 
faid I, the King makes uſe of all things for my Deltruc- 


tion ; and ſo he may but ruin me, he thinks not Scorn to 


give himſelf over to all the moſt ſhameful Ways that can 
be imagined ; truly I cannot but bluſh for him, remem- 
bring how paſſionately T have honoured him, and remem- 
bring that he is the Father of my Princeſs, and of my 
Friend. In Conſideration of that Remembrance, I would 
paſs over all the Injuries he does me, it his Cruelties 
were directed to me alone; and perhaps I ſhould be 
Maſter enough of my Anger, but I cannot be ſo of my 
Love. I forgive the King all the Attempts he has made 
againſt my Life; but if I may be aſſured of your good 
Wills to the utmoſt, I will not ſuffer him to execute the 
Reſolution he has taken to ſacrifice Berenice to the Hatred 
he bears me, and ( contrary to all divine and human 


Laws) to force a tree-born Princeſs, and a Princeſs con- 
ſiderable 


of 
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ſiderable enough to be fecure from all manner ot Vio- 
lence. We'll ſerve you (reply'd thoſe generous Friends) 
what Deſign ſoever you can have; and except Oroondates 
our natural Prince, we will acknowledge no Body when 

our Intereſts come in ſtion. Carry the King this 
News, ſaid I, (turning toWards that Fellow) and tell 
him he ſhall ſhortly have a gallanter Way to kill me, 
than this he employ'd you ig. % He ſhall ſee me before 
his Walls, at the Head of Mis ſame Army, wherewith 
I conquered his Enemies; and he may procure my Death 
by open War, with leſs Diſhonour than by the Hands 
ot Murtherers. Tell Arſacomes, that if I had pleaſed, I 
could have hinder'd his Marriage; that I'll have another 
Encounter with him for that Life which he abuſes, after 
having receiv'd it from me; and that ſo long as I am in 
the World, he has little Reaſon to hope he ſhall poſ- 
ſeſs Berenice; and if thou art ſo happy as to ſee that Prin- 
ceſs, and faithful enough to diſcharge a Meſſage to her, 
ſay, That the Reſpect I owe her, cannot hinder me from 
oppoſing the Tyranny of her Father by the Way of 
Arms, and that a whole Army of valiant Men will pe- 
riſh with me for her Quarrel, or reſtore her that Liberty 
whereof ſhe has been unworthily depriv'd. After theſe 
Words, I ſent back that Man, giving him a Convoy to 
carry him fate a good Way from the Camp, though all 
they that were with me, urg'd very earneſtly to have 
him led to the Gallows. Within Two or Three Hours 
after, I made the Army diſencamp, and when I had told 
my Friends my laſt Intention, we march'd directly to- 
ward Iedon, without conſidering any longer. We liv'd 
upon the King's Country, juſt as we had done when we 
march'd there for his Service; and when the Towns that 
were in our Way, ſent out towards us to learn what 
they ſhould fear, or what they ſhould hope, I declared 
that J was not their Enemy, that I demanded nothing 
but free Paſſage, and ſome ſmall Subſiſtance that my Sol- 
diers might live, whom I had not Means to pay, and 
that if they would grant it me, I would uſe them as my 
Friends, and as my Brothers. By this Way we gain'd 
part of them, and all the open Country, which being too 


weak to oppoſe us, choſe much rather to contribute to- 
ward 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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ward the Maintenance of the Army, than. draw the 
Power of it againſt ir ſelf. *T'was by this Order we ſub. 


ſiſted ; and atter we had furaiſh'd our ſelves with thoſe 


Things that were moſt neceſſary for us, we proſecuted 


our Courſe, and arrived without any conſiderable Obſta. 


cle within a Day's March%df 7ſedon ; what do I ſay 
within a Day's March ? Rather within Sight of the very 
Walls: And certain Scagts whom the King had ſent out 
to diſcover, and who hard@ ſtay'd for ours, no ſooner 


ſaw themſelves -charg'd, but they left the Field, and 


ſought their Safety behind their Ramparts, I in many 


Occaſions had known the Strength of the King ot Scy- 


thia, but at that Time I admired at his Weakneſs and 
not conſidering that his Choler having blinded him, had 


taken away the greateſt part of that Care he ought to 


have had for his Defence, I thought the Gods, whom his 
laſt Actions had exaſperated againſt him, had contribu- 
ted to his Weakneſs, and had oppoſed the Levying of his 
Troops, ſince he had none to form a Body of an Army 
able to keep the Field againſt us; and that he was con- 
ſtrainꝰd at our Approach, to ſhut them up within his 


Walls. True it is, that he was furpriz'd by our ſudden 


Coming, and that in the little Time we gave him, the 
Levies he had ſent to make in the Provinces, could not 
be got ready to do him Service. He thought neverthe- 
leſs, that he might well enough ſtay for them, and that 
the Town bein — 


venture to beſiege him; and though after the Things I 
had done for his Service, he had no Rcaſon to deſpiſe 
me, yet could he not fear a Man over whom he had 
formerly had ſo great a Power; a Man that commanded 


none but Troops compoſed of his own Subjects, and a 


Man that had no other Foundation in the World, than 
that of ſome revolred Forces ; or to ſay better, he knew 
that he had the better Part of me in his Cuſtody ; and that 
being Maſter of Berenice, he had the Power in his Hand 
to make me ſtoop to what Conditions ſoever he would 
impoſe. However jt were, we without receiving any 


Hindrance, 


as it was with a great 
Number of Soldiers, might endure a Siege long enough 
to afford them Leiſure to get on Foot, and to advance 
to his Relief. He alſo doubted whether I would ad- 
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Hindrance, encamp'd within fight of the City Walls, 
and though, according to the uſual Cuſtom, our Army 
was not ſtrong enough to undertake a Siege of that Im- 
portance of the heart of the Kingdom, I paſſed over that 
Conſideration, and believed I might make uſe of the Diſ- 
order the King was in, to labour for the Liberty of Bere- 
nice 

The next Day he made eight hundred Horſe ſally forth 
upon us, under the Command of Prince Carthaſis his Bro- 
ther. They broke through the firſt of ours very vigo- 
rouſly, and advanc'd with a great deal of Courage to- 
ward the reſt, when I came in to their Relief, with 
thoſe Men that happen'd to be on Horſeback with me, 
and our number encreaſing in a little time, we gave them 
fo ſmart a Charge, that after a light Reſiſtance, they 
turned their Backs, and their Fear redoubling at the 
Name of Arſaces, which our Soldiers repeated every Mo- 
ment, they forſook their Commander, with a very few 
that ſtuck to him, in the middle of one of our Squa- 
drons, where but for my arrival he had been in a great 
deal of Danger. Thoſe that had ſtaid with Prince Car- 
thaſis, having often nam'd him, to move our Men to ſome 
Reſpe of his Perſon, I caſt my Eyes upon him as I came 
in ; and having known him by ſeveral Marks, I come 
manded all thoſe that had encompaſſed him to retire, 
and putting up the Beaver of my Helment, I made my 
ſelf known to the Prince, and drawing near to him with 
a Countenance which had nothing in it of an Enemy : 
Ah ! Sir, (ſaid J) is it poſſible that you ſhould labour 
your ſelf for the Ruin of Arſaces who has ſo much ho- 
noured you? Carthaſis diſcover'd his Face by my Exam- 
ple, and looking upon me with an Action as obliging as 
mine: I never will labour (anſwered he) for the Ruin 
of Prince Artaxerxes, but he knows well enough that I 
cannot diſobey the King's Order, nor refuſe the Employ- 
ments he gives me, with Honour. I found that in ſpeak- 
ing thoſe Words, he was fain to force himſelf before thoſe 
that were with him; and not being willing to render 
him ſuſpected by my Endearments, I forbore them for 
the ſame Conſide ration. I am your Priſoner, (added he) 


but I hope you will give me fair Quarter, and my Cap- 
tivity 


2 
D 


8 == —— 
7 —— ay = — 2 
3 , Yn PY 4 
. . AREA 7 
1 22 


— 


* a 8 ws þ ” 2 
Cr eoghhgns wg genes ex remrreengy rn——— 4 
* ** * 7 — % . — 2 — . — * 4 ——— - po — 
l « 


. 


a 9 
3 N 
* a 
. 
1 
= 
6 
4 - 
5 mY 
12 „ 0 
+ Fi 
* Ml 
at 
\ As. ._.. 
Lad „ 
: 0 a 18 Wm 
Fi 4 2's 
1 =” 1 1 
7 — ” x * 
* 4 f 
4 & 207 o 
4 # \ 
20 
„ . * 
R 7. 12. 
nl \ 
. 
0 | * 
14 090 * 8 
4 * * 7 * 5 
a ( Ou 
7 1 
—_ 1 
* e 0 " \ = 
j q " * 
£ * in P v 
4 * „ "HI 
4 H "* \ 
, 17 M 
U p * 
ll. r F 
9 A (Y 
; 4 1 
6 > } BED 
«4 (= 5 755 1 
1 , _ 
, ö 1 
+; . 
nnn 
* * 
0607 
N 11 * — . 
n lt 
* 4 1 
129 1; $0 
= * 1 - 1 * 
ene 
4 l & 
E 184 
: I 14 Ly 
4 F 's * 
4 1 9 
i TAE 3 
ae . 
ti 2 10 1 
„ 
71 ry 75M js *. * 
: l 
N 9 175 
5 i F] . 
i = l $a 
1 * * A, 
'$$ - ld Le 
- [3 2 N ” 57 7 
5 + Wh 1 
tt ' . a 
: 2 LD 
p 9 
1 
L 4 2 } ul 
# ” * q 
: "hg |- Ao al 
P * 
. . K. 
i 1 '5.'S - 
FM TY 0 \ 
| * r 
»; £ y 5 
$1 3 
„ + 0% *H 
i +4; , a 
. no. =. 
tan” 190 = 
ien 
5 3 \ 5 
q * 
n 
14. ; 
+ * = 4 
OY Tn 198! 
= 0 11 
4 * 1 
- 6883 2180 
11S U. 1 
buy, 1 28g . = 
8% 
me * 16 - 
7 — e 
pa + 
** 1 I v1 l 
EX y ; FY fi 
6 ? N 5 * 
N 2.9 k 
4 * 7 * Tt 4 
- 4+ £0 k 
r 1 
5 K Df; 
I ? : l 
N * FETs U 
eee 18 i 
1 5 5 
1 \ F 
e 
1 1 
o j * 
1 
11 1 
1 
+ {2 WES 
1 * _ 
= A 
. 
4 24 | 
* , 
1. 6 
4 J 
EA | 
{ Pt 
. 75 * q FI 
133 
: p 
>; > - 
2 3 
1 b 
N 1 j 
* 5 
8. 1 
* * 4 
Er 11 
N f T4 G 
"= 5 
*% e 1.4 
1 
— = | 
- * 
r 
: & I 
i ; | 
5-7 
* > i4 
p 10 ; x U 
9 
T9 15 . 
XY 
7 * 1 . 20 
1 
* 2 N 
7 1 1 
: . 
1 
: e 
et 
þ } I's 
3 
os Wh. 
'L We 
17 ' 
. : : 
—X 1 
1 : 
4 4 
$ . 2 J 
. [ * b 
- * 
* * 


* 85 i 4 
bY + = 3 
3 d 4 
, "73% * 1 
* 12 3 8 P 
W | 
14 2 
3. 
8 
4 a 
p 
3 N * 
1 
o * 
TY LS 
| 
! 4 
* o * 
* af f : 
ny ; 
} * 
n 4 l 
: 2 1 
* ' 
8. 1 U 
2 bY 
x 4 
1 2 
. . " 4 


23  on  > — 


* — — — 
HED | RT I 4H 


* LES * 


„ ans „ ns es nd 
* — 8 


— 


K * 


260  CASSANDRA Part IV. 
tivity will be ſupportable, being fallen into the Hands of 
ſo generous an Enemy as the valiant Arſaces. You ſhall 
not only be free, (replied I) but you ſhall ever be Ma- 
ſter in all Places where I have any Power, and I would 
oppole your Return, to catreat you to Command here 
among us, if I did not know you would reject that Offer, 
I will not engage you in a Converſation that might make 
the King your Brother jealous of you, but will content 


my ſelf with conducting you to your Gates, to repay you 


O * 
a part of what I received of Prince Orocndates at our firſt 


Encounter. Carthaſis would not have yielded to that 
Civility, and even refuſed the Liberty I offered him; but 
he was not the ſtrongeſt amongſt us, and ſo was fain at 
laſt to ſubmit to the Law we had impoſed. Although I 
was not ignorant of the particular Obligations I had to 
him, I thought fit only to make him judge by my Actions 
that I was not ingratetul for them, and not to mention 
them before thoſe that were with him, who perhaps 
might have made Reports of it, that would have been 
diſadvantageous to him. Before we parted, after he had 
hearken'd attentively to the Complaints I made to him of 
the King, I confeſs (ſaid he) you have moſt juſt Occa- 
fion to reſent his Actions, and that he carries himſelf very 
ingratefully, and very cruelly toward you ; but in fine, 
what 1s your Intention, do you mean to uncrown Bere- 
nice s Father, and will you kill the Subjects, and poſſeſs 
your ſelf of thoſe Dominions which ought to be the In- 
heritance of Prince Oroondates? No, (replied I) the In- 
tereſts of Berenice and Oroondates, ſhall ever be inſepa- 
rable from mine own, and tho' I were excuſable enough, 
yet I ſhould make my ſelf ſome Reparation for the Inju- 
ries I have received from a Prince who declares himſelf 
their Enemy, and not their Father; I have not the leaſt 
thought of ſuch a Purpoſe, on the contrary I much rather 
believe I ſecure theſe Dominions to Oroondates, which 
Arſacomes, and Stratonice would ſupplant him of; and in 
ſhort, my utmoſt Reſolution is that of procuring Bere- 
nice s Liberty. I only demand that ſhe be not forc'd to 
take a Husband unworthy of her ; and to let you ſee 
this is no falſe Pretence, wherewith I would cover my 
| Reſent- 
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have demanded of you, and fince after the Deſtiny of 


gainſt their Country, protectiong the Goods and Houſes, 


and 2 all my Actions I would let them ſee J had loſt 


demanded of them the Liberty of their Princeſs, and that 


Reſentments, I'll lay down my Arms, if you'll but paſs 
your Word for the King, that Berenice ſhall be free in 
her own Intentions. I will not give you my Word for 
any Thing (anſwered the Prince) which I am not able to 
make good; but I promſe you I will employ all the 
Power I have with the King to work him to it, and that 
within three Days Þ'11 let you know his final Determina- 
tion. You do me a Favour (ſaid I) which I durſt not 


my laſt Meſſenger, I had no way left to learn the King's 
Reſolutions, I accept the Offer you are pleaſed to make 
me, and conjure you to remember it. After ſome other 
Words we parted, and having brought him within a Bow- 
ſhoot of the Gate, I retired to our Tents. 

The Opinion of my moſt paſſionate Friends was, that 
I ought no longer to ſpare the King, who laboured for 
my Deſtruction ſo many ways, and who, if I gave him 
the Leiſure, would make ſome or other of his Enterpri- 
zes take effect; but I gave no ear to their Advice, and 
reſolved not to come to Extremities, till the Extremity 
of my Affairs. For this purpoſe, I made our Troops lie 
ſtill, and ſuftered them not to do any Act of Hoſtility a- 


which the Inhabitants of 1ſedow had without the Town, 
and not permitting the leaſt Hurt to be done to any 
Thing that belong d to them. I alſo ſet forth Manifeſts 
whereby I declar'd, that I was not their Enemy, that it 


was no intent to hurt them had made me take up Arms, 


nothin that Affection I had born them, that I only 


* as 
X- gs en 2 + — ere 
2 : — 2 * _ 


I conjured them not to ſufter the Daughter of their Sove- 
raign, and the Siſter of Prince Oroondates to be forced for 
a Man unworthy of her, and a Man who in all the Fa- 
vour and Authority he had enjoyed, had never given 

them any Teſtimonies of Affection. Pu 
To theſe Words, I added many others able to juſtify 
my Intentions towards them, and to make ſome Impreſ- 
ſion in their Minds, and in the mean time I expected the 
Performance of Prince Carthaſis's Promiſe, and begg'd 
| | earneſtly 
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earneſtly of the Gods in ſome degree to appeaſe the King's 
Anger, and to give us ſome Means to avoid thoſe Misfor- 
tunes, whereinto his cruel Obſtinacy was going to pre- 
Cipitate us. The three Days within which the Prince 
had promiſed 1 ſhould hear from him were already paſt, 
as alſo part of the Night that followed them; and I be. 

an to complain of Breach of his Word, when alittle be. 
ore Day they brought a Man into my Tent, who pre. 
ſently made himſelf known to me for one of his Servants, 
Carthaſis had taken care himſelf to get him out of the 
Gates by his Authority, for fear he ſhould have been 
ſearcht, and the Letters taken which he had about him, 
As ſoon as he was come in he delivered them to me, and 
having open'd them with great Impatiency, I read theſe 
Words in the firſt ; 


Prince Carthafis to Prince Ar/aces, 


S IR, 


Have forgotten nothing that I owe to your Friendf6rp, and 
| #0 the Remembrance of your firſt and laſt Obligations; 
but my moft ſenſible Grief is, that I have had too little Cre- 
dit with the King, as not to be able to ſhake the leaſt of his 
Reſolutions ;, all that endeavour to d ſſuade him from them, 
paſs is bis Opinion for bis Enemies, and I wanted but very 
little F being put into that nur ber. In fine, he will have 
Berenice marry Arſacomes, and though that Princeſs tells 
bim, ſbe foall meet her Funeral in that Marriage, fbe has no 
longer delay granted her than the remainder of this Night, 
and the Day follocuing is deſftin'd without fail for thoſe unjuſt 
and cruel Nuptials; tis with an extreme Sorrow T ſend you 
ſuch unwelcome News ; think of the Means you bave to pre- 


vert it, and never doubt of my Fidelity, ſince you are too 


generous to deſire any I roofs of it that are contrary to Virtue. 


I wi 
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I was ſo exceedingly tranſported at the Reading of 
this Letrer, that it I had not hop'd the other was from 
my Princeſs, I ſhould never have had the Patience to look 
upon it; and ſcarce was I able in the Rage that blinded 
me, to know her lovely Characters; yet did I caſt my 
Eyes upon them, after I had kiſs'd them, and with in- 
ward Motions that were altogether extraordinary; I read 
theſe Words : | 


The Princeſs Berenice to Prince Arſaces. 


HE Hour of my Death is near, my dear Arſaces, 

and to Morrow muſt be the Day of my Funeral. 1 
write theſe Words, rot ſo much to tell you this ill News, as 
to proteſt to you, that I will perſevere io my very Grave in 
my firſt Reſolution. Take Comfort in a NMigjortune you can- 
rot divert, and be at eaſt aſſured, ihat if Berenice cannot 
be ye urs, you ſtall never have the Hiſcontent to ſee her live 

; I} 4 Arſacomes. | 


It is moſt certain that if my Anger had not ſtrength- 
| ned me, I ſhould have fallen into dangerous Faintings 
» at the ſorrowful reading of thts Letter, and all the Sen- 
) IT fibleneſs I had ever ſhewed in my molt cruel Afflictions, 
© was a Matter of nothing in Compariſon of this laſt ; 


4 and indeed I had never been ſo near to my Deſtruction, 
. nor had I ever had ſo great Reaſon to fear my utmoſt 
> Misfortunes. They that ſaw me then, ſaid I was fo 


f chang' d that it was not poſſible to know me, and that I 
did Actions fo different from my ordinary Carriage, as 
nothing but my Rage alone could have made excuſable. 
0 YT How (cried I with a furious Action) ſhall J live, and, 
; ſhall Berenice be in the Arms of Arſacomes? Shall I ſtand 
idle at the Head of twenty thouſand Men, while my 
Lite is ſacrific'd within theſe Walls; and briefly, ſhall 
| ſuffer my adored Princeſs to be violently taken fron me, 

| and 
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and that unworthy Rival to triumph over my Happineſs, 


and over my Reputation? Ah ! no Arſacomes, thou ſhalt 
not ſo eaſily effect ſo high an Enterprize, I can tear away 
that Life, 4 all theſe Ramparts, which I could have 
taken from thee at the Head of thy Army, and this nup- 
tial Torch, ſhall without doubt be that which muſt light 
thee to thy Burial. No, King of Scytbia, thou ſhalt not 
have the Satisfaction, to have ſo cruelly made an End of 
the Remnants of miſerable Darius; and that which thou 
haſt not been able to do by Poiſon, by the Weapons of 
thy Guards, and by the Swords of thy Allaſhnates, ſhall 
not be executed by the Violence thou uſeſt againſt Bere- 
nice. No, my dear Princeſs, I'll not abandon you in the 
Extremity you are brought to for happy Ar/aces ; I fay 
happy, ſince they that think they labour for his Ruin, la- 
bour for his Glory, and for his Fortune ; and that the 
Conſtancy you ſhew in his Favour, is a thouſand times 
more dcar to him, than all the Miſchiefs which his Ene- 
mies prepare him can be terrible. Fear nothing, virtu- 
ous Princeſs, while Arſaces is alive, and believe there are 
no Walls ſo ſtrong, as to keep a deſperate Lover from 
coming to you. While I was ſpeaking theſe Words, my 
Tent fill'd with a good number of my chiefeſt Friends, 
and of the principal Officers of the Army, whom deſire 
of hcaring the News I had received, and that of the At- 
fliction I expreſs'd, brought thither. 
The ſight of them comforted me very much, and not 
being willing longer to deter demanding the laſt effect of 
their good Will. Now it is, (ſaid I) my brave and ge- 
nerous Friends, that Arſaces challenges the accompliſh- 
ment of your Promiſes ; he has but a Minute more to 
live, unleſs his Life be prolong'd by your Aſſiſtance. 


All that you have done for me hitherto, is but a Prepa- 


rative to what I deſire of you to Day; and that which ! 
deſire of you to Day is of ſuch infinite Conſequence, that 
if you will ſuffer me to caſt my ſelf at your Feet and em- 
brace your Knees to obtain it, you ſhall ſee me abaſe my 
ſelf to all manner of Submiſſions to work upon you. 
Behold, (faid I, ſhewing them the Letters I had receiv'd, 
which Theodates began to read aloud) behold to what 


Eſtate my Affairs are reduced, and how much Time I 
| | have 
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have left to make uſe of your Friendſhip. You know I 
have deterred it as long as poſlibly I could, and that even 


contrary to your own Counſel, I have conſerved a Re- 
ſpect toward the King of Scythia, tor the Loſs whereof 


his Cruelty would have diſpenc'd with me ſufficiently. 
How all Conſiderations are quench'd in the Deſpair into 
which he has thrown me, and being no longer in a Con- 


dition to. have any of my own Satety, I mult at length 


caſt away all thoſe that have till now imprudently with- 


held me. I would have ſaid more if that Company of 


generous Men had ſuftered me, and if they had not inter- 
rupted me altogether, crying that I ſhould lead them 


whither I would, and that I ſhould preſently declare 
what I intended, with a perfect Aſſurance that it ſhould 


be executed, or that they would all periſh to the very 
laſt Man, When I ſaw them in that courageous Reſolu- 
tion; My dear Friends, (ſaid I) ſince you will have me 
uſe that Term, to Day I will aſſault this Town; not that 
I delire the Ruin of it, or that I would ſhed the Blood 
of your Countrymen, and of a People to which I neither 
can nor will bear a Hatred, but I will this Day pull Be- 
renice by meer force out of the Hands ot a cruel Father, 
and of an unworthy Husband, to whom they have de- 
ſtined her. For this Purpoſe, I my ſelf will fall on with 
three thouſand Men, at this next Gate, and having open'd 
our Paſſage by the Violence of our Rams, I hope I ſhall 
make my Way to the Palace for the Execution of my En- 
terprize, To make it the more feaſible, you, my gallant 
Friends, muſt begin the Storm in three other Places, 
which ſhall be aſſign'd to three amongſt you. You ſhall 
advance with your Rams, and preſent your Ladders, but 
being I defire your Aſſault ſhould only ſerve to make a 
Diverſion, and to draw the Reſiſtance thither, to the 
end I may find the more Facility on the other Side, you 
ſhall not need to proſecute your Attempt more obſtinate- 
ly than Neceſſity will require to amaze the Enemy, 
not deſiring (as I have cold you) to expoſe this City, 
where I have a great many very dear Friends, to the 
utmoſt Calamities and Misfortunes which uſually accom- 
pany the taking of Places by Force. Go therefore, if 
you pleaſe, to prepare, and put all Things in the Readi- 
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neſs that will be needful for this Deſign, but I conjure 
you let it be done with all the haſte that can be poſſible; 
and ſince tis upon it alone my Life depends, as you de- 
fire the Gods ſhould favour you, take ſome Care for the 
Safety of him, whom you have judg'd worthy of your 
Friendſhip, | 

Leotaris, with two thouſand Men, ſhall attack the 
Gate of the Iſedons, Cleoreſtes with a like Number that 
of Serey, Mazentes that of Mars, and Prince Theodates, 
if he pleaſe, ſhall ſtay at the Head of our main Body, 
which he ſhall draw up into Battalia, and keep in Readi- 
neſs to re-inforce the Aſſault where there ſhall be need 
of his Aſſiſtance. Although this Reſolution proceeded 
from my Deſpair, yet nevertheleſs it was approved, and 
all theſe valiant Men ran to execute the Orders I had 
given them, with ſo much Affection that I conceived a 
marvellous Hope of the Succeſs of my Enterprize. 1 
will not detain you longer in the Recital of our Prepara- 
tions, nor with that of the Thoughts wherewith I was 
then tormented ; to be brief, within two Hours after the 


Sun was up, all the Engines for Battery were ready, and 


all the Squadrons prepared to march againſt the Town. 
They drew near to it in gallant Order, and divided them- 


ſelves according to the Quarters that were aſlign'd them. 


They that ſaw them appear from the top of the Walls, 
trembled at that Object; and the King himſelf, who was 


told of it, judged quickly he ſhould have other Employ- 
ments that Day than that of the — for which he 
had appointed it. The three Commanders having taken 


the Ways to their ſeveral Places, fell on at the firſt 
Entrenchments of the Town, and though they found 
tiem guarded with ſome Men, they aſſaulted them ſo 
vigoroully, that after a faint Reſiſtance, and a very 
Tnall Loſs, they made themſelves Maſters of them; and 
coming up to the Moat, began, at the Mercy of a Shower 
of Arrows that pour'd upon them, to caſt in Bavins, and 
to endeayour to fill it up with an admirable Reſolution. 
They had been fighting above half an Hour, and the 
greateſt part of the Garriſon was run to the Defence of 
thoſe Ports; when I, at the Head of my Battalion, ma- 


king thoſe that had the Conduct of the Engines to ad- 


vance, 
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vance, ſet forward with a wondrous Confidence drawn 
from the Looks of thoſe that accompanied me, in which 
I read an unalterable Reſolution to conquer, or elſe to 
dic for my Intereſts. I confirm'd them in that generous 
Deſign, by all the Words my Paſſion could put into my 
Mouth, and finding them as forward as my ſelt, we ad- 
vanc'd toward the Gate, in a faſhion that froze the tear- 
ful Hearts of thoſe that were there to defend it. I had 
choſen that Port as moſt convenient for my Deſign, and 
though it was fortified with ſome Works that were rea- 
ſonable good, it was yet the weakeſt of any about the 
Town, becauſe of the exceſſive Hardneſs of a Rock in 
that Place, into which it was impoſſible to cut a Moat. 
Wherefore after being Maſters of the Out-works, one 
might eaſily march on Horſeback to the very Gate, there 
being nothing to oppoſe the Paſſage of the Rams, nor 
of the Cavalry. I inſtantly ſummon'd the Out- works by 
a Trumpet, and having let them know it was Arſaces 
that aſſaulted them in Perſon, my good Fortune had made 
that Name fo terrible, that nothing but their fear of the 
King kept them in any manner of Defence. But ſcarce 
had they ſeen me alight, with a good part of my Men, 
to adyance with our Swords towards their Entrench- 
ments, when after having ſhot a few Arrows, which 
hardly wounded any of our Men, they retired in Diſor- 
der toward the Gate. There they made ſome (light Re- 
ſiſtance, but when they ſaw us get on Horſeback again 
to fall upon them, and that inſtead of making our Rams 
advance, we prepared our ſelves to break into the Town 
along with them, they quitted the Gates, and having 
ſhut them, left us free acceſs, without any other Hinde- 
rance than that of their Arrows which play'd upon us 
{rom the top of the Wall. 
They ſhot fo great a number of them, that our Ap- 
proach was very difficult, and dangerous, but I gave 
order to our Archers to aim at thoſe that appear'd upon 
the Battlements, and at the ſame time covering our ſelves 
with our Shields, we drove our Rams very impetuouſly 
againſt the Gate. A great many of our Men fell in this 
Aſſault, I had two Horſes kill'd under me, and moſt of 
thoſe that made the Rams play (whereof divers were 
| M 2 | without 
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without Arms) loſt their Lives in that Service. Yet 
thoſe that remained, perſiſted ſo firmly in their Office, 
and I encourag'd them ſo well, keeping ſtill at the Head 
| of them, that in ſpite of all Reſiſtance, they came up 
| to the Gates, batter'd them in Pieces, and open'd us as 
| large a Paſlage as we could deſire, Then did I ger again 
on Horſeback the fourth time, and ruſhed on with my 
Sword in my Hand into the middle of thoſe that defen- 
ded the Entrance, in which Action I was fo bravely ſe- 
eonded, that within a ſhort time, part of my Enemies 
being ſlain, and the reſt put to flight, I had free Way 
into the Streets, and began to enter them with Facility 
enough. Some Soldiers that were either obſtinate, or 
intereſſed in Arſaromes his Party, found their Death in 
the Point of our Weapons; but as ſoon as ever I be- 
lieved my ſelf Maſter, I, by a Trumpet, commanded 
the Inhabitants to retire into their Houſes, promiſing 
they ſhould receive no Hurt either in their Goods. or Per- 
fons ; and at the ſame time gave order from one to ano- 
ther thro' all the Squadrons that followed me, that none 
mould dare to kill either Citizens or Soldiers, except 
thoſe who by their wiltul Reſiſtance drew their Death 
upon themſelves. 
By this Command I ſav'd the Lives of many thouſands, 
who would have loſt them in the firſt Fury of our Sol- 
diers ; but yet the Town was in a general Conſternation, | 
and notwithſtanding all the Endeavours that were uſed | 
to beget an Aſſurance in the Inhabitants, there was no 
Poſſibility to hinder the confuſed Noiſe that was heard on 
all Sides, nor the Cries of Women and Children, which 
reſounded every where in a very lamentable manner. 
The King, who from one to another had heard that I was 
Maſter of the Town, ſtrucken with a mortal Grief, and 
fancying the Miſchief to be greater than it was, becauſe 
he was conſcious he had given me Reaſon enough to caſt 
away all Conſideration of him, had left thoſe Places 
whither the Noiſe of the firſt Aſſaults had drawn him, 
and being followed by Arſacomes, Prince Carthaſis, and 
many of his Men, had reſolv'd to die fighting, and not 
ſurvive the Shame, which a Stranger alone, and abando- 
ned,” made him ſuffer in the middle of his Dominions. 
pg While 
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While he was coming toward me, I was advanced as 


far as the Palace, where I heard he had left the Princeſs 


guarded, and having open'd my Way with my Sword 
through them that ltrove to ſtop it, I was got at laſt to 
the Gates thereof, and ſeeing them defended by a great 
number of Soldiers, I flew in amongſt them, and made 
my Paſſage free, by. the Death of thoſe that would have 
hindred it. When once I. had entred the Court, I a- 
lighted, and having commanded as many of thoſe that 
were with me as I had need of, to do the like I left 
the reſt at the Gate, with Orders to ſtay there till 
my return, and went up the Stairs with my Sword in 
my Hand, my Arms beſmear'd with Blood in many 
Places, in a Poſture that ſtruck Fear into all that 
were in my Way. I met no Obſtacle till I came to the 
Princeſs's Lodgings, where they the King had lett to 
guard her, hoping tor no Pardon from him if they aban- 
doned her, perſiſted in a Reſiſtance which was fatal to 
them, and which made the greateſt Part of them fall at 
the Doors which they defended, At laſt that of my Prin- 
ceſs's Chamber was open to me, and as ſoon as J had ſet 
my Foot within it, I ſaw her in a Corner of the Room, 
as much affrighted as if our Delign had been againſt her 
very Life. True it is that ſuch a SpeRacle, the Fight 
that had been at her Chamber Door, the Blood whereof 
ran all about, and the Sight of a great many dead, and 
dying, was up, all the Engines for Battery were ready, 
and Soldiers, were ſufficient to beget a Fear in her, nei- 
ther did I think it any thing ſtrange, but judging that 1 

had no Time to loſe in Words, I only ſaid, Madam, you 
are free, nor ſhall this be the Day that you ſhall marry 
Arſacomes. Aker theſe Words, (to which I neither re- 
ceiv'd, nor expected any Anſwer) I took her in my Arms 
fainting, and almoſt in a Swoon, and commanded Cyiton 
to do the like to Cena ; then going out again with 
that precious Burthen, and no longer finding any Hinde- 
rance that could retard me, I went down into the Court 
the fame Way that I came up. Jn the mean time the 
Princeſs's Spirits were abſolutely gone, which I not per- 
ceiving, put her into the Arms of one of my Men, while 
I got on Horſeback, and received her from him again, 
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without obſerving it; ſo much was I tranſported in the 
Condition I then ſaw my ſelf, and ſo extremely taken up 


with the Thought of what 1 had yet to do. Scarce was 


I out of the Palace-Gate, when I ſaw the King accom- 
panied by Prince Carthaſis, Arſacon.es, and many others, 
but their Number was little able to diſpute the Victory 
againſt me. He had no ſooner known me, and ſeen the 
Princeſs his Daughter in my Arms, but advancing before 
all his Men, after he had often call'd me Traitor, he dar- 
ted a Javelin at me which he held in his Right-hand, and 
which came whizzing over my Shoulder. I trembled for 
fear of Berenice; but that was not able to make me lot 
the Reſpect I bore to the King's Perſon, wherefore ha- 
ving given my Men a command only to defend them- 
ſelves, and to make the Retreat after me; King of Scy- 
tbia, (cried I) I will neither have thy Lite, nor thy City, 
bur leave them both for my Princeſs. Arſaco mes may 
live alſo, ſince I cannot give him his Death without Ad- 
vantage, but he ſhall live without Berenice : At theſe 
Words, calling to thoſe of my Party to open and give me 
Paſſage, I put on my Horſe in the midſt of them, cover- 
ing my Princeſs with my Shield, and crying to my Men 


to follow me, fince I had gotten what I deſired. I re- 


turned to the Gate by which I came in, without ony other 
Difficulty, except the Croud of my own Soldiers. They 
all followed me out, and whether it were that they were 
glad to receive the Command of ſparing their Country- 
men, or that really they bore that Reſpect to me, I could 


not have wiſh'd a more exact Obedience than they ſnew d 


in that Encounter. | 

I was out of the Gates, and retiring toward our Camp 
with a Satisfaction which you may better imagine than I 
expreſs, when I perceived that my Princeſs was in a 
Swoond, the Knowledge whereof did extremely mode- 
rate my Joy ; and though I very well judg'd that it was 


but a Faintneſs cauſed by her Fear, out of which ſhe 


would eaſily come to her ſelf again, and that thereby 1 
gain'd the Liberty to ſteal Favours which had never been 
granted me, yet could I not ſee her in that Condition, 
without falling into a mortal Sorrow ; and I rode back 
to my Tents with a Countenance which did but little 


teſtify 
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teſtify the fortunate Succeſs of my Enterprize. In the 
mean time I had ſent to Leotaris, and the other Com- 
manders, to draw off from their Aſſaults, and within a 
little while the Town was left free, and in the ſame Con- 
dition it had been the Day before. As ſoon as I was 
come into my Tent, and had laid my Princeſs upon a Bed, 
I caſt cold Water otten upon her Pace, ſent for Phyſi- 
cians, and all Perſons that were able to give her any 
help, but their Aſſiſtance was not neceſſary, for either 
the Water or Time brought her to her ſelf again. No 
ſooner did ſhe open her Eyes, but ſhe ſaw me by her upon 
my Knees, having my Lips faſt cemented ro one of her 
fair Hands, She look'd a while about the Chamber, 
and preſently after, having turn'd her Eyes upon my 
Face, upon Theodates, and upon CyHenia who ſtood by 
her, ſhe knew the Truth of that Adventure; and fitting 
up, after ſhe had pull'd away her Hand from between 
mine; Arſaces, (ſaid ſhe) what have you done? I have 
done what you have Reaſon to expect from my Affection 
(anſwered I) and I have drawn you out of the Arms of 
that unworthy Husband they intended you. Yes, (ſaid 
Berenice) but you have alſo pull'd me out of my Fa- 
ther's. 

The Princeſs had no ſooner ſpoken theſe Words, but 
a Chilneſs ran through all my Veins, and my Aſtoniſh- 
ment was ſo great, that not being able to make any Re- 
ply, I only fix'd my Eyes upen her Face. All they that 
were in the Room obſerv'd my Confuſion, and the Prin- 
ceſs mak ing uſe of my Silence to proceed: Arſaces, (con- 
tinued ſhe) ſince you ha ve ſatisfied your Love, ſatisfy my 
Honour alſo ; I am not offended at your Action, but if 
you have lov'd me, I beſeech you in the Name of all the 
Gods, to reſtore me my Liberty. If her firſt Words had 
aſtoniſhed me, theſe laſt pierc'd my very Heart, and 
giving me that Senſe again, which her former ones had 
taken from me, they likewiſe gave me the Strength to 
expreſs it. How, Madam, (ſaid I) do you flea, your 


Liberty of me, and are not you free, are not you Sove- 


raign amongſt us, whereas before you were a Captive, 


and a Priſoner in that Place from whence I have delivered 
you ? Tis true, (added the Princeſs) I was a Captive, 
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272 CASSANDRA Part IV. 
and I was unfortunate, but that Captivity, and thoſe 
Misfortunes were better becoming, and more advan. 
tageous to Berenice, than this Liberty you have reſtor'd 
her, or this Empire you have given her over you; and 
if you will have me make Uſe of it, it ſhall only be to 
conjure you to ſend me back to the King my Father, 
This Diſcourſe abſolutely kill'd me, or at leaſt it left 
me a Life much worſe than Death ir ſelf, and gave me a 
Deſire to put an End to't before the Eyes of that cruel 
Princeſs. What, Madam, (reply'd I, quite tranſported) 
would you have me fend you back to the King, and put 
you again into the Power of that Arſacomes, to whom 
you had ſo great an Averſion, and who this Day ſhould 
haye been your Husband ? Has half a Day been able to 
make ſo great a Change in your Mind ? And do you now 
reject Arſaces to prefer that Arſacomes whom yeſterday 
you hated worſe than Death? Ar/aces (anſwer'd the 
Princeſs, with a more reſolute Voice than before) never 
was more dear to me, and Arſacomes never more odious 
than at this preſent; and if you well remember the 
Hopes I have given, you cannot accuſe me of a Change, 
which neither half a Day, no nor my whole Life ever 
made me capable of. I promis'd you I would never love 
any Body but your ſelf, I promiſed you that T would 
marry Death rather than Arſacomes ; but I never made 
vou hope, either by my Diſcourſes, or by my Actions, 
that I would fly from my Father's Arms to follow you, 
and that I would licence my ſelf in Favour of you, to 
do ſhameful Actions, and ſuch as are unworthy of a 
Princeſs. D 
I never demanded any Proofs of your Affection, inter- * 
rupted I, which the ſtricteſt Severity could condemm; he 
but what other Remedy could J apply to ſo preſſing an 
Extremity, and what Means had 2 to avoid that Miſ- ha 
fortune, which you your ſelf had given me Notice of? ar 
Death, reply'd the Princeſs, arhich foal! ever be leſs crnel to tu 
me, than the Shame you have prepared me; and tho I gave J 
you Notice of my Mis fortune, I did not demand Remedies of fin 
you which Po could not give me «without ruining me. I on- 
by proteſted to you that I would never be but yours, and that 
Promiſe foall be inviolably performed. And which Way do 
"0 | vou 
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you keep that Promiſe (ſaid I, quite tranſported) if you 
command me to reſtore you to Arſacomes ? Tow ſoall nat 
reſtore me to Arſacomes, (added the Princeſs) but only to 
the King my Father, æubom my Honour ſuffers me not io for- 


ſake avithout bis Couſent ; and if the King give me to Arſa- 


comes, I by my Death can oppoſe his Tyraniny without offend- 
ing my Reputation. Ah | Madam, (cry'd I, ſtepping 
back a little, and lifting up my Hands and Eyes to Hea- 
ven) I had rather leave you to Arſacomes, than leave 


ou unto Death; and if one of us muſt die, tis only 


this forſaken Arſacet, this Arſaces who no way but by 
dying can juſtify the Cowardiſe that will reflect upon 
him for quitting you to his Rival. Yes, Madam, I am 
ready to give you the cruel Proofs of my Submiſſion 
which you demand; and if you yet deſire any others, 

ou ſhall ſee me run to them with the ſame Reſignation. 
Let's be gone from this Place, which is more odiqus to 
us both, than the Priſon from whence I deliver'd you; 
let's be gone from this Place, ſo fatal to your Reputation; 
and ſince you find fo much Shame, and fo much Misfor- 
tune in the Company of Arſares, let's go again to the King 
of Scytbia, let's go and receive Arſacumes; I am ready to 
ſacrifice my Intereſts, to ſacrifice my Life to the Glory 
of that Rival, that I may ſerve Berenice to the utmoſt, 
as ungrateful, and as much changed as ſhe is; and it 
ſhall never be reproach'd to me, that either her Ingrati- 
tude, or her Change, diſpenſed me from the Obedience 
I owe her. With theſe Words, I commanded: a Chariot 
to be made ready; but tho' my Grief, or rather my 
Diſpair, was: viſible in my Face, and that my Princeſs 
was deeply touch'd with it, yet was ſhe not ſhaken in 
her Reſolution ; only / ſhe let me ſee by her Tears, that 
it was not without Sorrow ſhe parted from me: And 
having look'd upon me a while without ſpeaking, Tous 
are ungrateful your ſelf, ſaid ſhe, to accuſe her Ingrati- 
tude, and of Change, who for all you are ſo Great, for all 
you ave -ſo worthy to be lov'd, loves you better than ſpe ought, 
ſince ſor loves you better than her Quiet, and better than her 
Life. The Event perbaps «vill make my Intentions beiter 
known to you than they are; and you without doubt will —_ 
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that ibo I prefer my Duty before your Sati faction, IA pre- 
fer my Grave before any Man in the World except Arſaces. 
In another Seaſon this Diſcourſe would have been 
ſafficient to content me; but in the preſſing Extremity I 
was then reduc'd to, there was little Probability I could 
be ſatisfied with Words; neither did I forbear to teſtify 
enough by my Actions how little Effect they had wrought 
upon me, and how firm a Conſtancy ſoever I affected, to 
ſhew her to my lateſt End, that I made no Difficulty to 
obey her : I could not be Maſter of thoſe impetuous Mo- 
tions that drove me headlong into Rage; and not be- 
ing willing to ſay any more to Berenice, that could make 
her believe I waver'd in the Execution of her Commands, 
I rurn'd towards Theodates, and thoſe gallant Men that 
had ſeconded me ſo bravely. Ah! My generous Com- 
panions, (ſaid I, with Tears in my Eyes) how unpro- 
fitably have I employ'd your Valour, and how vainly 
have I engaged you, to ſhed the Blood of your Country- 
men, and your own ! You, out of your extraordinar 
Generoſity, have link'd your ſelves to the Intereſt of a 
poor Stranger; you have marched chearfully againſt 
your King, for the Eſtabliſhment of my Repoſe, and of 
my Fortune : You have ſeen the Walls of the Metropolis 
of Scythia, nay you have made your ſelves Maſters in a 
few Moments, of a City, the Taking whereof, my Men 
leſs valiant, would have required whole Years; and 
briefly, by the Effects of a prodigious Courage, you have 
given me this Princeſs, for whoſe Sake alone I had ac- 
cepted your Aſſiſtance: But, O Gods, how little do 1 
profit by all you have done for me, and how:cruel, how 
fatal will the Fruit of your Victory be to me? Ah! how 
much more happy had 1 been, to have fallen by the 
Sword of Arſacomes, or to have loſt my Life before the 
Gates of Iedon, than to give it up now to the Inhu- 
manity of Berenice! ea Mn 4 
While I was lamenting in this Manner, and drew 
Tears of Compaſſion from all that heard me, I ſaw. the 
Chariot coming, which I had given Order for, to carry 
back the Princeſs. That Sight re-doubled my Affliction, 
but ſtruggling with my utmoſt Power to get the Maſtery 
of it, in an Occaſion wherein 1 ſtood in need of all my 
; Forti- 
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Fortitude, I drew near to Berenice, and offering her my 
Hand, with a forc'd Conſtancy, Come, Madam, ſaid I, 
let's go back again to the King your Father; ſtay no 
longer here in the Camp, and in the Tent of his Enemy ; 
all Things are ready for your Departure, and you are 
as free as you can deſire. 


Berenice's Tears which ſhe ſhed in great Abundance, 
would not ſuffer her to reply; but only raking my Hand, 


which I had preſented her, ſhe went out of the Tent in 


ſuch a Condition as made me know it was not without a 
reat deal of ReluQance ſhe gave her ſelf up to the ſevere 
Precepts of her Duty: When ſhe was gotten into the 
Chariot, and Cyllenia with her, ſhe ſtrove to break the 
Silence ſhe ſo long had kept ; and looking upon me with 
drowned Eyes, You ſhall quickly know ( faid ſhe) that 
without Inhumanity you cannot accuſe me, and that the 
Action you ſee me do, ought rather to draw Pity from 
you, than thoſe cruel Reproaches you have uſed, 
Farewel Artaxerxes, (purſued ſhe, forcing her Modeſty 
to embrace me) leave the Care of my Deſtiny to me, 
and remember that if Berenice live not for you, ſhe will 
not live for her ſelf. With theſe Words, after ſhe had 
expreſsly commanded me not to ſtir out of my Tent, and 
to give her only a ſmall Convoy to the City-Gate, ſhe 


rurn'd her pf +: from me, and bidding the Charioteer 


drive away, departed, and carried with her all my Joy, 
and all the Hopes I had conceived. Theodates took the' 
Care to conduct her, and following at a little Diſtance, 
loſt not Sight of the Chariot till it entred into the 
3 when by ry 

O Gods ! in what a ſad Condition did I remain after 
ſhe was gone, how fulk of Sorrow were my Words, my 


Actions, and my Thoughts? All my Friends endeavour'd 


but in vain to comfort me, and when I had endured their 
Perſecutions a good while, I pray d them toward the 
Evening to leave me alone, and having perſuaded them 
to it with much ado, I paſs'd the ſmall Remainder of 


that Day, and the Night following, in Torments that 


cannot poſſibly be conceiv'd. All that the Conſideration 
of the greateſt Miſeries can produce in a Heart, all the- 
urmoſt Cruelty, all the utmoſt Violence that can enter 
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216 CASSANDRA Fart Iv. 
in a Man's Thoughts, was Gentleneſs, and Mildneſs in 
reſpe& of what mine made me ſuffer. In the Beginning, 
they tended all to Fury, and following 25 firſt Motions 
of my Anger, I let my felt be . — y carried away 
by my Pallions. Why do I complain, ( 

1 weakly ſhed Tears like a Woman, ſince I have "th 
Force, = I have the Courage of a Man, and ſince I 
ſtill have Arms in my Hand, to make part of my Miſe- 
ries fall back upon the Heads of my Enemies? Let's no 
longer deliberate upon a Matter, which my juſt Indig- 
nation ought to have reſolv'd; and ſince we muſt ne- 


ceſſarily periſh, let us make whatſoever contributes to 


our Ruin periſh with us. I have ſtill the ſame Forces 
which this very Day made me Maſter of this City, where 
my ingrateful Princeſs, and my barbarous Enemies are 
but up. The Valour of my Companions is not cool'd 
fince Morning, and I have Courage enough my ſelf, to 
execute in this higheſt Pirch of Deſpair, what I have ex- 
ecuted once already in my more moderate Reſentments ; 

Let's go therefore, and employ both theirs and mine for 
my final Revenge ; and fince we muſt run to our Grave, 
Jet us make a ruined Palace, and a deſolate City our 
Monument : Let us once more force our Entrance into 
the Gates of this hated Town; but let us uſe our Victory 


otherwiſe than'we did before : let's waſh the Streets of 


it with Rivers of that Blood, for which we have unde- 
ſervedly been laviſh of our own; let's carry a Thou- 
fand Deaths (if i it be capable to receive ſo many) into 
the Breaſt of unworthy and unthankful Arſacomes : Let's 
facrifice that Victim to ingrateful Berenice, which is but 
too juſtly due unto my Love ; and to ſatisfy our ſelt by, 
a Compleat Revenge, in a Seaſon when all Reſpect, and 
all paſs'd Conſide rat ions ought to be extinguiſh'd in us, 
let us bury the King of Sey thin, 1 ſay the King of Scy- 
tbia himſcif, in the Ruins of his Capital City; let us 


pour forth to our law ful Anger the Blood of that — 


rous King, Who by ſo many unworth Means, has 
ſought our Deſtruction; and if Berenice — offended at 
that Revenge, let us make her Satisfaction by employing 
our own Hands to give her this Life, which the for tri- 


wjal Scruples has fo ungrateful] abandoned'; let s never 
, : ſand 
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ſtand conſidering in this Deſign, but run to execute it 
without deferring any longer. It is not neceſſfary to ſtay 
till it de Morning, the Night is much more proper for 
the Execution I intend; its gloomy Horror is far more 
ſuitable to that of my afflicted Soul, and the Darkneſs of 
it will ſerve to blind that Pity which might perhaps be 
cauſed by the Sight of diſmal Objects. In this impetu- 
ous Torrent, which hurried me away, I ſtarted up in 
Bed, fully perſuaded and fatisfied in the Reſolution I 
had taken: I had nothing in 'my Mouth, and in 
Thoughts, but Death, Blood, Fire, and all the moſt 
dreadtul Imaginations that can be fancied, and I found 
ſome Sweetneſs and ſome Comfort in the Satisfaction I 


hop'd for. I was already opening my Mouth, to call. 


for thoſe that were neceflary for the Orders I meant to 

ive, when a more gentle Spirit than that of Revenge, 
crept inſenſibly into my Heart, and moderated the Vio- 
lences of it with more Succeſs than I expetted. It firſt 
made me partly to abhor the Things I had reſolv'd on, 


and then it endeavour'd to diſſuade me from them by all 


the Reaſons it could reprſent. By little and little, Ten- 
derneſs ſtole into the Place of Anger, and I felt my felf 
mollified by Reflections that were too powerful to be 
oppoſed, 

It is true, (ſaid I to my ſelf again) there is a Neceſ- 
ſity thou muſt die, but thou muſt die as thou haſt lived, 
and not ſuffer thy Death to caſt a Scandal upon thy 
Love, nor upon thy former Actions. Tis nothing but 
thy Life, and thine alone that's due to thy Misfortunes ; 
and the Gods do juſtly demand it of thee, ſince thou haſt 
ſhamefully conſerved it, after the Loſs of all thy Friends : 
The People of Jedon, this poor People, in whom thou 
haſt found nothing but Affection towards thee, is inno- 
cent of thy Miſeries, nor canſt thou facrifice it to thine 
Indignation, without blaſting thy Fame with Cruelty 
and Ingratitude. Arſacemes indeed is perhaps worthy 
of Death, but thou oughteſt to leave him a Life, which 
thou haſt ſav'd him more than once, to keep the Glory 
of thy Actions entire to the End of thine. The King of 
Sc thia would deſtroy thee, but he's the Father of Bere- 


rice and Oroondates; and if the Gods had given thee a 
Mm | T houſand 
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Thouſand Lives, thou oughteſt to loſe them all, rather 
than attempt any thing againſt his. Rather ask Pardon 
of thy Miſtreſs, and of thy Friend, for the cruel Thought 
thou haſt had againſt their Father, and bluſh at that pari- 
cidial Deſign, which renders thee the moſt criminal of 
all Men living: No, (added I, within a while after) 
tis not by violent Ways that thou muſt ſatisfy thy ſelf ; 
Berenice diſapproves them, and I ought no more to in- 
tereſt her, nor hers in the Effects of my Diſpair. Let's 
die in ſuch a Faſhion as may be obliging to Berenice, 
and obliging to the King of Scythia; let's at the End 
of our Life take up that Reſpect again, which we ſeem'd 
to have loſt; and let us order it ſo, that my Miſtreſs, 
and my Friend, may in the laſt of my Actions, find Re- 
paration for the Diſcontents I have given their Father, 


This laſt Thought drew me into a Deſign that was 


more pleaſing to me than all thoſe I before had fancied, 


and after having a little examin'd it, I fix d upon it ſo 


firmly, that nothing was able to divert me. | 

The Day beginning to appear, juſt as I had ſettled 
my Reſolution, I got out of Bed, and calling for Paper, 
wrote theſe Words, with an Intent to make them be de- 
liver'd to Theodates. 


Arſaces to T heodates. 


T too dear and too generous Friend, one of the moſt 
ſenſible Griefs that accompany me to my Grave, is 
that of parting with you for ever, after having engag'd yor, 
and ſo mary gallant Men aftey you, in a Party deſtructive 
zo your Rep:ſe, and io your Fortune; neither in the Reaſons 
T have here to die, frould I have ever reſolv d to forſake you, 
if I did not know that I leave you in a Condition, auherein 


om are able to make an advantageous Peace, both for your 


ſelf, and for the reſt. The King of Scythia o demands 
nothing but the Death of Arſaces, and <rhom the Death of 
Arſaces ſtall have ſatisfied, will grant you att the Condi- 
7 e could ask, and ſo long as you hoes Arms in your 
Hands, jeu may make them your ſelves æuith all manner of 
Adcantage. Pardon me the Troubles whereinto the Miſeries 
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of my Life have caſt you, obtain the ſame Pardon for one of 
of Arſaces, ſince 
if be could have liv'd, be would have lived that be might 


our faithful Friends, and love the Memory 


have been always yours, 


I left this Letter upon my Table, with a Command 
to one of my Servants to give it to Theodates within 
Two Hours ; and at the ſame Time calling for my Arms, 
and a Horſe, I got upon him, not ſuffering any Body to 


go along with me. I even refus'd the Attendance of 


Criton and Leotaris, with many others, being come to 


the Door of my Tent while I was taking Horſe, I op- 
poſed the Offer they made to accompany me, and en- 


treated them ſo earneſtly, to afford my Sorrow an Hour's 
Solitarineſs, that not being able to deny it, they left me 
at Liberty. I firſt took a little Circuit to hinder them 
from knowing what Way I went ; and when I was 


out of their Sight, I turn'd roward the neareſt Gate 'of 


the City, I quickly heard the outmoſt Corps de Garde, 
and found Soldiers in thoſe Places from whence I had 
driven them the Day before. I deſired thoſe that bad 
me ſtand, ( putting up the Beaver of my Head-piece bur 
very little) that they would carry me to the King, to 
whom I had a Matter of Conſequence to impart ; and 
they having led me to the Gates, thoſe that were there 
upon the Guard, ſeeing but a ſingle Man, made no Dif- 
ficulty to let him in. 1/4, eie | 
Having ask'd the firſt I met where the King was; 
He is at the Temple of Tellus, ſaid they, where the 
greateſt Part of the Court is aflembled, and where the 
King intends this Morning to celebrate the Marriage of 
the Princeſs with Arſacomes. Scarce was I able to for- 
bear diſcovering my ſelf at this Anſwer ; but my Helmet 
cover'd the Alteration of: my Countenance, as it alſo 
diſguiſed my Voice; nor was it thought ſtrange, that 
bailing fori/a Man who was come over from the Party of 
Arſaces, to give the King ſome Intelligence, I ſhould 
keep my Beaver down, and deſire to be unknown to eve- 
ry Body but the King himſelf, to whom they were lead- 
ing me. I came to the Gates of that fatal Temple, 
where my Funeral was preparing: And tho' one would 
| have 
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have thought, that in the Condition the Town then was, 
the People ſhould rather have been manning the Walls, 
than in that Temple; yet was the Croud ſo great there, 
that if they that carried me had not employ'd the King's 
Authority, I ſhould hardly have gotten Paſſage. The 
King had not been long come to the Temple, and he 
was gone thither ſo early, for fear his Intention ſhould 
be hinder'd by ſome new Accident. Neither the Reſpect 
I had ſhewn-towards his Perſon, and towards his Town 
which I had quitted to him, after I had made my.ſelt 
Maſter of it, nor the laſt Proof I had gies him in ſend- 


ing back the Princeſs, had been ſufficjent to appeaſe 


him, or to arm him againſt the Incitements of the Queen, 
and Arſacomes; but knowing very well that I was in a 
Condition to overthrow all his Deſigus, if he deferred 
them any longer, he had a Mind to haſten the -only Re- 
venge he was able to take of me, for fear 1 ſhould pre- 
vent him, and ſhould a fecond Time deprive him of the 
Means he had to effect it. For this Purpoſe, neglecting 


the Defence of his City, and truſting it to the Hands. of 


others, he gave himſelf over wholly to his Anger, and 
was much more eagerly fixt upon his Deſire of puniſhing 
Arſaces, than upon that of protecting his People, and 
conſerving his Dominions. All the Princeſs's Tears, and 
all her Reſiſtance was but unprofitable; ſhe had vainly 
begg'd of the King for ſome. Delay, and that Prince aban- 
don'd to his Wrath, without giving Ear to her earneſt 
Prayers, had caus'd her to be put into his Chariot, and 
had carried her himſelf to the Temple, whiither Arſa- 


comes was gone before, with the Queen and all thoſe of 


bis Party. As ſoon as ever the Prieſt had appeared; the 
Princeſs caſting her ſelf at the King's Feet, had proteſted 
that ſhe would rather die there, than yield the Conſent 
that was demanded of her; ſhe had conjured him by a 


Flood of Tears, to recede from his cruel Determination, 


to have Regard unto the laſt Effects of her Reſpect and 
Duty, which had made her forſake Ar/aces, to put her 
ſelf again into his Hands: But her Tears and Prayers 


were all to no Purpoſe ; and when once ſne had ound 
that nothing in the World was able to mollify him, ſhe 
had turned toward 4r/acomes, who full of Hopes, per- 


mitted 


r 
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mitted the King to preſs her in his Favour; and looking 
upon him with Eyes enflam'd with Anger, Think not, 
wicked Man, (had ſhe ſaid) that this Authority which 
thou unworthily abuſeſt, can ever be able ro change my 
Inclinations; with what Violence ſcever they are op- 
poſed, I will never look upon thee as other than as my 
mortal Enemy; and thou well may'ſt make me ſuffer 
Death, but never make me to become thy Wife. Arſa- 
comes left the Care of anſwering theſe Words unto the 
King, and he was going to do it with a Sharpneſs that 


made all the Company tremble for that poor Princeſs, 


when I preſented my ſelf before him, and preventing the 
Reply he was about to make, Stay, (cried I to him) 
ſtay King of Scythia, and be not ſo haſty to diſpatch a 
Sacrifice, whereof I am the principal Victim. With theſe 
Words I made an End of opening my Patlage to him, 
and caſting my Helmet at his Feet, diſcover'd the Face 
of Arſaces to him, and to the whole Aſſembly. I know 
not whether Fear or Amazement ſeiz'd firſt upon the 
King ; the Remembrance of the Day before, coming pre- 
ſently into his Mind, made him believe I had entred 
the Town again in Arms, and that having forc'd the 
Gates a ſecond Time, I came now at the laſt to croſs his 
Deign, and take Revenge for all the Injuries I had re- 

ceived. 9 
J read his Apprehenſion in his Countenance, but J 
ſuffered him not long to continue in it; for looking up- 
on him with an Action much more reſolute than his, 
Settle thy ſelf (ſaid T) and do not fear the Sight of a 
fingle Man, and of a Man whom all thy Cruelties have 
not been able to make thine Enemy: I neither come 
with a Power, nor with an Intention to take Revenge 
for ſo many unſpeakable Wrongs ; I only bring thee a 
Head, which is neceſſary for thy perfect Satisfaction, and 
a Head which with Berenice thou ſhould*ſt preſent to 
Arſacomes, Behold my Arms, which I throw down at 
thy Feet, ( purfued J, letting fall my Sword) and be- 
hold at laſt this Arſaces, to whom thou bear'ſt ſo impla- 
cable a Hatred, who comes both alone, and unarm'd, to 
expoſe himſelf to all Indignation ; but as it is with no 
Deſign to hurt thee, ſo neither is it with any to 4 
5 peaſe 
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peaſe thee that he here preſents himſelf; he demands no 
Reparat ion for the Injuries thou haſt done him, nor 
does he pretend to any Favour by thoſe thou haſt re- 
ceiv'd from him, and he would be aſham'd to receive 
Life from them, to whom he has been accuſtomed to 

ive it. ig 

Pour forth all the Effects of thine Anger upon this Ar- 
taxerxes, the Son of Darius, who with thine own Forces 
has aſſaulted thy Walls, has forc'd thy Town, has pulled 
thy Daughter out of thy Arms, and has reduc'd thee thy 
ſelf, once more to be beholding to him for a Kingdom, 
and for a Life which he hath ſo often preſerved ; but 
ſpare Berenice who is not guilty of Arſaces his Crimes. 
Revenge not foreign Wrongs upon thine own Blood, 
and fince it has no Atanity with that of Darius, wreak 
upon that of Darius alone, whatſoever of greateſt Cruel- 
ty thy Rage can think. Arſaces has deſerv'd Death, but 
Berenice has not deſerv'd the Puniſhment thou inflict'ſt 
upon her; or if ſhe had deſerv'd it, 'tis only for having 
forſaken me, and for having expoſed her ſelf a new to 
the Merey of her Enemies. Let alone the innocent Be- 
renice then, and overwhelm the Criminal Arſaces; thou 


could'ſt not deſire more Facility for this Revenge, to 


which thou haſt run headlong by ſo many baſe, and 
ſhameful Ways; and beſides the Conſervation of thy 


Life, and Kingdom, thou haſt yet this laſt Obligation to 


me, that J my ſelf have deliver'd thee a Perſon whoſe 
Ruin thou ſo often haſt in vain attempted, and that I 
have ſav'd thee the Labour of ſeeking out new Mur- 
derers, to give Death to the greateſt of thine Enemies. 


While I ſpoke on this manner, the whole Aſſembly . 


liſten'd to my Words, and with a marvellous Attention 
expected what would be the Iſſue of that Adventure. 1 
will not tell you what Berenices Thoughts were at this 
laſt Expreſſion of my Love, nor what were thoſe of Ar- 
ſacomes, ſince they were the the King's that firſt mani- 
feſted themſelves. If he had been aſtoniſhed at my * 


and at the beginning of my Diſcourſe, he was no leſs at 


the Knowledge of my ſtrange Reſolution, and he ſaw 
ſo little likelihood to hope, that commanding a potent 


Army, wherewith I was in a manner able to Whoſe of 
| 13 
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his Deſtiny, I ſhould abandon all the Means I had to 
fruſtrare what he had determin'd, to come and expoſe my 
ſelf alone to his Mercy, that he could not ſuffer his Be- 
lief to credit what he ſaw. Wherefore he remain'd a 
great while in doubt of the Truth, but when he beheld 
me alone, without Cagk, without Sword, in the midſt 
of a throng of his own Followers, and that he heard no 
Noiſe at all in the Streets, that could make him fear the 
coming of his Enemies, he began at laft to believe, that 
my Love had brought me to that Reſolution, and that my 
Deſpair making me deſpiſe my Life, had made me alſo 
negleſt the Means I had to preſerve it. This Aſſurance 
ſettled it ſelf in his Mind with Joy, and his Fear was no 
ſooner lull'd aſleep, but his Anger was awaken'd again. 
The fight of his Enemy, and the Fierceneſs of his Words, 
kindled his Wrath afreſh with all its Violence, and he 
had ſcarce had time to recover his firſt Apprehenſions, 
when he open'd his Mouth to give it vent. Yet wicked 
Wretch; (cried he) thou ſhalt die, and this falſe Gene- 
roſity which thy Deſpair hath inſpir'd into thee, ſhall not 
ſave thee from my lawful Fury. Yes, I will die, (re- 
plied I) and if I would not have died, I would have 
come with a Power that might have defended me from 
thine, Boaſt not of an Advantage, which thou holdeſt- 
from no Body but my ſelf, nor threaten me with a 
Death, wherein thou only ſerv'ſt for the Miniſter of my 
Deſpair, | | | | 

* ſerve the Juſtice of the Gods, (anſwered Ma- 
theus) and all Kings who are intereſſed in my Quarrel ; 
but whether it be from the Anger of Heaven, or from 
thine own Deſpair that I have this Occaſion to Revenge 
me of thee, thou ſhalt not ſce me negle@ it, nor for 
many Conſiderations, ſpare him that hath ſeduc'd my Sub- 
jets, and that led an Army of Rebels, and Traitors, 
againſt their Prince, into his City, into his Palaces, and 
even againſt his own Perſon. He had hardly ended theſe 
Words, making ſign to his Guard to encompaſs me, and 
to hinder my getting out of the Temple, when the Prin- 
ceſs who till then had heard us without Interruption, 
mov'd from the Place where ſhe ſtood, and coming to- 
ward me with a Countenance animated with an extraor- 


dinary 
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flict me, in laviſhing a Life that was dearer to me than 
my own, you alſo ſhall have the Grief to ſee me 2 
a Death, which I owe to nothing but your Deſpair. You 
ought to have expected the Event of what I had reſolved 
to do for you, if J had been fo baſe as to have given my 
ſelt to Arſacomes, that Baſeneſs would have been enough 
to have cured you, and if I had preferred Death before 
him, you might have followed me to the Grave, without 
the Blame of having thrown me into it. By theſe Woras, 
and by my princess Action ſo different from her Hu- 
mour, and from her uſual Moderation, I knew the Great- 
neſs of her Affection, better than ever I had done be- 
fore, and forgetting all that I had taken ill from her, I 
gave my ſelf up again totally to my Love. Ah ! my 
deareſt Princeſs, (ſaid I) what a Thought is this of yours, 
and with what a Reproach do you aggravate my Sor- 
rows |! I defended my Life as long as I beliey'd you car'd 
for it, and you know that after the Loſſes I have ſuffered, 
nothing could have made me think of its Preſervation 
but the Opinion I had that it was not indifferent to you. 
That was it that made me 'oppoſe the King your Father's 
Arms, which after the Ruin of my Family I ſhould have 
welcom'd into my Breaſt ; that was it that ſet me at the 
Head of an Army; and in ſhort, that was it that has 
made me do many Actions, which could not have been 
expected but from a Perſon that had been much in love 
with his Life. Yes, Madam, I did love it, while I flat- 
ter'd my ſelf with a Conceit that it was dear to you ; 
but when I ſaw you help towards its Deſtruction, by for- 
ſaking me to put your ſelf again into thoſe Hands from 
which I had delivered you ; I believed I ought to follow 
your Inclinations, and not leave a Thing in the World, 
that might be an Obſtacle to your Repoſe. After my 
Death, you may live in a greater Tranquility than you 
have done hitherto ; and the Gods to whom your Virtue, 
to whom your Perſon is dear, having afflicted you till 


now, only to puniſh me by the part I bore in all your 


Sufferings, will ceaſe to torment -you any longer, when 
© it you 
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Confidence; You ſhall not die alone Arſaces, 
(faid ſhe) and ſince you have been ſo little fearful to af. 
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you no more can be infected by the contagious Afflictions 
of miſerable Arſaces. | 

The Princeſs had not Patience to let me go on with 
this Diſcourſe, bur haſtily interrupting me ; Ceaſe to 
offend me (aid ſhe) with your Reproaches, and do not 
accuſe me of a Change, whereof all the Conſideration 
in the World ſhall never make me capable; Tis true, I 
would needs come away from you, to put my ſelf again 
into my Father's Hands, tis an Action which I yet would 
do, and which I cannot repent of, but 'tis not an Action 
that ſhould make you believe you are leſs dear to me, 
than you have been formerly. If I could have ſtaid with 
you with Honour, I would not have left you, neither 
for Arſacomes, nor for a thouſand Empires; and in return- 
ing to my Father, to whom the Gods and Nature hath 
ſubmitted me, I did not uſe a leſs Violence upon my ſelf 
than that you ſuffer'd, nor expoſe my ſelf to lighter Diſ- 
contents than yours; if J had ceaſed to love you Yeſter- 
day, I would not have begun again to Day; and if I 
could have diſpoſed my felt to live without you, I would 
not now diſpoſe my ſelf to die with you. You ſhall not 
die, dear Princeſs, (replied I violently) you ſhall nor 
die, nor can you continue in that Thought, without ma- 
king my Death terrible to me ; you ſhall live for a better 
Fortune than that you yet have met with; and if m 
Death cauſe any Sorrow in you, as your Goodneſs makes 
me hope it will, Time, the Friendſhip of Prince Oroon- 
dates, whom the Gods will bring home to you again, and 
my ardent Requeſt, at this laſt Minute of my Lite, will 
cure you of it. I will not pray you to live for Arſa- 
comes, you. deſerve a happier Fortune, and you have too 
eallant a Spirit to ſtoop to a Perſon unworthy of you; 
moreover I believe my Death will change the King's In- 
tentions in favour of you, for purpoſing to give you to 
Arſacome t, not ſo much with a deſign to make him happy, 
as to make Arſaces miſerable; he, by Arſaces's Death, 
will loſe thoſe cruel Reſolutions, which he had taken 
againſt you, only out of his Enmity to, me; he loves 
you, tho' he has hated me, and the end of his Hatred to- 
ward me, will waken his Affection to you again. I would 
conjure thee to it, King of Scythia, (continued I, turn- 
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ing towards him) if I believ'd the lateſt Word of a 
Prince who abandon'd all his Intereſts to ſerve thee, who 
ſav'd thy Life with the Peril of his own ; who fought for 
thy Dominions, inſtead of defending thoſe he was born 
to; and who, to compleat his Services, gluts thee even at 
the Price of his very Life, in the Greedineſs of thy laſt 
Peſires, were able to work any thing upon thee. I up. 
braid thee not with what I have done for thee, and thine, 
tho' it be conſiderable enough to deſerve ſome Place in 
thy Remembrance: All I could poſſibly do, was due to 
the Father of Berenice, and Oroondates; and the Gods are 
my Witneſſes, that all thy Ingratitudes have never been 
able to make me repent it, but by that Memory I may 
well demand the Repoſe of Berenice of thee. I was yet 
in a Poſture to defend her againſt Arſacomes, if I would 
longer have detended her againſt her Father, and ſhe her 
ſelt was in a Condition to diſpoſe of her own Affections, 
if ſhe had not preferred her Reſpect and her Obedience 
to thee, before her Quiet, nay before her Life it ſelf, 
If thou art born of Royal, or if thou art born of Noble 
Blood, all the incitements of Geneorſity ſue to thee in 
her Favour, and tell thee that ſo pure a Virtue, and fo 
perfect a Reſignation, ought to drive all the Cruelty out 
of thy Mind, that harbours in it againſt this lovely Prin- 
ceſs. While I ſpoke theſe Words, I fixt my Eyes upon 
Matheus's Face, where, by an unlook'd for Effect, I ob- 
ſerv'd a very ſtrange Alteration. You have wondred, 
without doubt, how in the Condition I then was, we 
had the Liberty of ſo long a Converſation, without be- 
ing interrupted by the King's Anger, who in Probability 
ſhould not have ſufter'd it with Patience ; but you will 
wonder a great deal more, when I ſhall tell you, that 
after having given a peaceable Audience to the Princeſs's 
Words, and likewiſe unto mine, he found Things in them 
that were powerful enough to ſtop the Impetuouſneſs of 
his Diſpleaſure. As ſoon as Reaſon began to find ſome 
Admittance into his Thoughts, it made him look upon 
all his Actions, with a different Eye from what he had 
done before. He admir'd the Contempt I ſhow'd of 
Death, in ſeeing me expoſe my ſelf to it ſo voluntarily, 


when I had ſo great a Strength to have ſecured me from 
it. 
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it. He conſider'd my laſt Actions, wherein he found a 
Reſpect, from which he thought I might law fully enough 


have been exempted; he remembered that having made 


my ſelf Maſter of his City by the Right of Arms, I had 
left it tree to him, and that having deſired no other Ad- 


vantage by that happy Succeſs, but the Liberty of my 
Princeſs, I had ſent her back to him again the ſame Day; 


and if in what I ſaid he found ſomething that was ſuffi- 


cient to offend him, he attributed it to a Greatneſs of 
Courage which he could not diſapprove. From this Con- 
ſideration, he returned to that of my former Actions, 
and recalling to mind all I had done for him, he met with 
nothing that did not move his Heart to Love and Ten- 
derneſs. : 3 

He for a while reſiſted theſe new Motions ; but in the 
End, he was neither of Braſs nor Marble as obdurate as 
he was; and tho' the Intereſt of Stratonice, and Arſacomes, 
who obſerved his Irreſolution with mortal Apprehenſions, 
with-held him for a tew Moments, yet was he fain at 
laſt to yield to Compaſſion, and to Remmembrances 
which he was not able to reſiſt, The firſt Token he 
ſhew'd of it was a Sigh follow'd by ſome Tears which 
all the Aſſembly ſaw run down his Cheeks, but preſently 
after he turned on the other fide, either to hide his Weak- 
neſs, or to call back his former Reſolutions, but there 
was no more room for them in his Heart, and all his 
Thoughts were ſo changed already, that he no longer 
had Power, no nor ſo much as an Intention to defend 
himſelf. O Gods ! cried he, lifting up his Hands and 
Eyes to Heaven, *and ſtopping at thoſe Words, he fix'd 
his Eyes upon the Ground, and kept Silence yer for ſome 
tew Moments; at Jaſt he roſe up from the Chair where 
he ſate, and looking upon me with a Countenance abſo- 
lutely mollified, or rather full of Confuſion ; Arſaces, 
(faid he) generous Arſaces, you are my Conqueror; but, 
O Gods! how ought I to hope you will uſe your Victo- 
ry ? I was ſo ſurprized at this ſtrange Alteration, that I 
was not able to reply, and within a little after, coming 
toward me with open Arms: Might I hope, (continued 
he) that after ſuch high Provocations, and ſuch Crimes s 


deſerve no Pardon, Arſaces can have the Gocdneſs to 
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288 CASSANDRA. 
forget them, and that by the ſame Generoſity which has 
overcome me, he for the ſake of Beren ce, and for the 
ſake of Croondates, would reſtore me that Friendſhip, 
which once I priz'd at ſo high a Rate, and which my 
Cruelty has forteired Theſe Words giving me a full 


Aſſurance of his Change, did alfo diſperſe all che Reſent- 


ments I had againſt him; and not knowing in that ſudden 
Revolution, how to find Terms capable to expreſs my 
Thoughts, I contented my ſelf with declaring them by 
my Actions, and to let the King ſee, by caſting my ſelf 
at his Feet, that I ſhould ever receive the return of his 
Friendſhip as an invaluable Favour, Ah | purſued he, 
ſeeing me in that Poſture, and judging by my Action that 
I was readily diſpoſed to all he deſired; if ir be true that 
Arſaces pardons me the Indignities I have offer'd him, I 
| ſhall eſteem that Effect of his Generoſity, above all the 
reſt wherewith he hath oblig'd me. No, (ſaid he, taking 
me in his Arms, and embracing me with a very paſſi- 
onate Geſture) Arſaces could not be conquer'd but by 
himſelf, and in this Victory which he wins over his juſt 
Reſentments, he appears more great and more glorious 
than in all thoſe others he hath obtain'd to our Advan- 
tage. In fine, moſt great and moſt generous of all Prin- 
ces, you triumph over us all manner of Ways ; but tho' 
you have reap'd ſmall Fruit by all your former Victories, 
the Prize of this laſt, ſhall be a firmer Affection than that 
I loy'd you with before, a Purpoſe to ſhare my Domi- 
nions with you, or. elſe to loſe them for the Recovery of 
yours ; and finally, Berenice, the Cauſe of our greateſt 
Conteſtations, I will joyfully accept him for my Son, 
who was the Son of Darius, and it the Father were yet 
alive, I would demand that Alliance of him, with an 
inviolable Peace, as the moſt happy Fortune that could 
befall me. hac 
his Diſcourſe, for the Noiſe which Stratonice, Arſacomes, 
and thoſe of their Party made at a Declaration that was 
ſo cruel to them, would not ſuffer him to continue it. 
The Queen, with a tranſported Action, ſtepping forward 
toward the King £ 
fible a Blow, What, Sir, (ſaid ſhe) will you take away 
Berenice from Arſacomes, to give her to the Son of Darius 
The 


Part IV. 


The King had not the Leiſure to proſecute 


„and forgetting her Modeſty at ſo ſen- 
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Book V. CAS SANDRA 289 
The King, to hinder her from ſaying more, replicd, 
Madam, it is not without Trouble that I am conſtrain'd 
to diſpleaſe you, I want not Recompences for Ar/acomes 
but I cannot without being the baſeſt, and moſt con- 
temptible of all Men living, diſpoſe. of Berenice to any 
Body but Artaxerxes. Artaxerxes cannot have her (ad- 
ded Arſacomes) ſo long as I am alive, and I know too 
well what Kings owe unto their Promiſe, to fear that 
that which your Majeſty has given me ſhould be violated 
in fayour of him. That which I promiſed you (replied 
the King) as an Honour that was above you, is not ca- 
poble to engage me, and having no Right to pretend to 
it, neither have you any to demand the accompliſhment 
of it, How great Intereſt ſoever J had in this Diſcourſe, 
kept Silence out of Modeity, ſeeing that the King de- 
fended my Party very well; but Arſacomes, whoſe 
Grief tranſported him, loſt part of his Reſpect, and 
without conſidering that which he owed to the Preſence 
of his King; I ſhall know how to maintain my juſt Pre- 
tenſions (ſaid he) both againſt Arſaces, and againſt all 
Men living. Berenice is mine by a Promiſe that cannot 
be revoked, nor ſhall ſhe be taken from me without Ef- 
fuſion of Blood. 

All this while I had continued ſilent, but then I 
thought I both might, and ought to reply. Neither 
thou, nor I, (faid I) are worthy of Berenice; but if either 
of us may pretend to her, Artaxerxes both by Birth and 
Services, hath more Right than Ar/acomes : Yet will not 
I abuſe the King's Favour as thou haſt done, but tho' it 
declare on my behalt, I am ready ſtil} to diſpute Berenice 
againſt thee with my Sword. Hitherto thou haſt very 
ill defended her, and haſt not been able to defend ſo much 
as thine own Lite againſt me ſingle, at the Head of thy 
Army ; but if that Trial thou halt had of my Forces, 
makes thee believe they are too hard for thine, put on 
thine Arms, and here I offer to maintain my Rights againſt 
thee with my Sword alone. | 

Arſacomes was going to reply if the King had not pre- 
vented him, I will be Maſter (ſaid he) in my own King- 
dom, and in my own Houſe, ſince Arſaces who was fo 
dy the Right of War, is content to leave me my Autho- 
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290 CASSANDRA Part IV. 
rity. You are my Subject Arſacomes, and I have Power 
to do otherwiſe with you, than with the Son of Darius; 
I command you therefore to obey me without murmuring, 
and I entreat Prince Artaxerxes to leave me the diſpoſin 
of my Daughter, without offering to diſpute her ek 
you; fince he alone is able to croſs the Power I haye 
over the Scythians, I ſhall know well enough how to 
maintain the Promiſe I make him againſt all others, 
_ While the King was ſpeaking on this manner, all the 
People in whoſe Memory the Affection of Arſaces was not 
yet extinguiſhed, who in this Reconciliation ſaw an End 
of the War, and of thoſe Miſeries they had fear'd, and 
wo in my laſt Actions had found how I had ſpar'd them, 

_ after a clapping of Hands, which made the Temple ring, 

cried out aloud, that it was to Arſaces their Deliverer, 
and their Protector, that their Princeſs ought to be given; 
and this Action added to the King's Words, flir d up ſo 
great a Rage, and ſo much Confuſion in Stratonice, and 
Arſacomes, that after a n Murmur, they went 
out of the Temple in a very different manner from their 
coming in. 


I will not tell you, ſince that Recital would be too 


long, with what Expreſſions the King confirm'd the 
given me, what Thanks I returned 


Hope which he had 
him, nor what were the Words and Actions of Berenice; 


all theſe Things paſſed in tranſports of Joy; but in the 
height of all the King's Endearments, I caſt my ſelf once 
more at his Feet; and after he had done his Endeavour 
to raiſe me up again, I proteſted to him, that I never 


would ceaſe to embrace his Knees, till he had granted 


me his Pardon for Theodates, and for all the Officers and 
Soldiers of our Army. The King was incenſcd againſt 
them with a great deal of ſhew of Reaſon, but being he 
with Repentance acknowledged his unworthy Uſage of 
me, he thought that to make Reparation he ought to re- 
fuſe me nothing ; and after having granted me the Pardon 
I requeſted for them, he would needs have Prince Car- 
thaſis his Brother to go preſently and carry them the 
News. I was very forward to accompany him in that 
Action, and getting on Horſeback with him, we were 
followed by a great Number of the Inhabitants, who 
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went thronging with us to the Camp. As the Grief of 
Theodates, and of my other Friends, had been great at the 
Reading of of my Letter, their Aſtoniſhment was not 
leſs when they ſaw me come in ſuch an unexpected man- 
ner ; they were already getting on Horſeback to ſeek me 
.every where, but when they ſaw their Fears ſo happily 
ended, they fell from one Extremity to another, and by 
the Exceſs of their Contentment teſtified that of their 


_ Friendſhip toward me. Prince Carthaſis having declar'd 


the King's Pardon to them, and told them in a few 
Words the Truth of that Adventure, after they had ad- 
mired my Reſolution, and the ſtrange Event ot it, they 
left the Camp, and upon the Prince's Word went along 
wich us into the Town, where they caſt themſclves at 


| the King's Feet. The King receiv'd them very hand- 


ſomly, and inſtead of condemning Theodates, having prai- 
ſed his Affection to me, he promiſed him he would con- 
ſerve no Remembrance of it, but to eſteem him the more, 
and to the reſt confirm'd the Pardon he had granted 
them. I was ſettled again in the Palace in my former. 
Lodgings, and in the Court: Iwill not ſay in my former 
Condition, but in another much more glorious, and much 
more conſiderable. To the Remembrance of Arſaces's 


Services was added that of Artaxerxes's Birth, and to 


both, the Conſideration of the Credit I had among the 
Soldiery, and of what I could do as a Friend, and as an 
Enemy. 'The Queen being preſſed with Diſcontent, came 
not to the King, and Arſacomes keeping retir'd in his 
Lodging, vented his in Threatnings, which were told 
the King ; but he who was unwilling to ruin one whom 
he had Iov'd ſo well, and to whom he had given ſuch 
lotty Hopes, ſent tor him two Days after, and ſpoke to 
him in theſe Terms: Altho' I am not obliged, Arſacomes, 
to juſtify my Actions toward you, yet am I willing to 
let you ſee that it is not out of Inconſtancy I take Bere- 
nice from you; ſhe is but too juſtly due unto Ar/aces, 
and I have but too obſtinately reliſted to do what I ought 
to have done ſooner ; I in your Favour have done Things 
that will for ever diſhonour my Memory ; you ſhould 
bluſh at thcm for me, if you loved my Reputation, and 
believe as I do, that the greateſt Reparations I can make 
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2902 CAS SANDRA part IV. 
to Prince Artaxerxes, are not able to blot out the Re. 
-membrance of my Cruelties. Morcover in yielding Be. 
renice to him, you yield her but to the Son of Darius, 
the greateſt of all the Monarchs in the World; and but 
to him, who beſides the general Obligations you are par- 
ticularly oblig'd to for your Life. If che Gods had given 
me another Daughter, I proteſt I would not diſdain you 
for my Son-in-Law, altho* you are my Subject; and if 
you can be ſatisfied with my good Will, I'll keep you 
always near me in the ſame Condition you have been, 
Tl recompence the Loſs of your Hopes with new Prefer- 
ments, and with new Dignities; and except Berenice, 
there ſhall be nothing in my Kingdom you may not pre- ; 
tend to. And except Berenice, (interrupted avdacious 
r 
] 


Arſacomes) there is nothing in your Kingdom which I do 
not diſdain ; if a King fails of his Promiſe to me, I ſhall 
neither fail of Courage, nor of Friends to diſpute it to 4 
the laſt Moment of my Life. Thou oughteſt then (re— 1 
plied the King, exaſperated by that Anſwer) to have t 


diſputed it when thou wert at the Head of an Army, * 
where Arſaces all alone took from thee all the Rights thou b 
hadſt to it, and had alſo taken away thy Life with them, h. 
it he had not been too generous to make his Glory give pl 


Place to his Intereſts. Thou oughteſt to have detended ; 
her here within our Walls, whence Arſaces carried her B 
even before thy Face, thou not attempting any Thing to ne 
hinder him; and tho' my Promiſe had engag'd me to- ,.. 
ward thee, thou knoweſt I loſt the diſpoſing of Berenice, th 
from the Time ſhe ceas'd to be within my Power; thu y. 
ſhouldeſt have fetcht her again out of the Hands of thy m. 
Rival, at the hazard of thy Lite, if thou wouldeſt have R. 
been worthy of her, and not have ſtaid till he reſtored | . 
her into thine Arms himſelf ; if thou hadſt had the leaſt of 
Senſe of Honour left in thee, thou would'ſt not ſo ſhame- of 
fully have been beholden to thine Enemy for her; and «©, 
tho I were not at all oblig'd to Arſaces, I ſhould not be x, 
juſt if I gave Berenice to thee after thou hadſt fo poorly | »,,, 
diſputed her. af 

Arſacomes, confounded and ſtung with theſe Re- A 
proaches, ſtood a great while before he could find an * 
Anſwer; but in the End, he began to reply, and 1 

3 24 


Book V. CAS SQAN D RA. 293 
all the Reſpect he had yet remaining, flew out into ſuch 
irreverent Speeches, that the King being extremely in- 


cens'd, after he had proteſted that nothing but the 


Queen's Conſideration hindred him from chaſtiſing his 
Inſolency, commanded him to get out of his Preſence, 


and never to appear before him any more. Arſacomes 


withdrew in a deſperate Rage, and with ſuch Threats as 


would have been puniſhed with Death in any other Body 


but the Queen's Brother. | 


Prince Oroondates, who had hearkned to Arfaces's laſt: 


Adventures, with a Countenance that ſufficiently expreſs'd 
how much he was concern'd in them, broke Silence then, 
and with an Action like that of a Perſon who coming out 
of a long and dangerous Perplexity begins to recover a 
little Breath; Ah ! Brother, (ſaid he) how you have 
made me ſuffer, and how you have easd me now, by 
letting me know my Father's Repentance, ſince nothing 
could have comforted me, if he had not in ſome degree 
repair'd his Ingratitude, But how is it poſſible, that 
the Fame of theſe Wonders you have told us, ſhould 
never have come to our Ears before, and that I have 
been ignorant of ſuch memorable Events, and wherein I 
had ſo great an Intereſt * The diſtance of Places, (re- 
plied Arſaces) and the little Time ſince they came to paſs, 
have, without doubt, kept them from their Knowledge. 
By what I can judge, they happen'd during your Sick- 
neſs at Suſa, and ſince that Time few Perſons can have 
travell'd into Scythia, and few Scythians are come into 
theſe Countries. In the interim (continued Arſaces) T- 
was in the height of my Felicities ; the King, by all 
manner of Kindneſſes, endeavoured to make me loſe the. 
Remembrance of his harſher Uſage ; I ſaw my Princeſs 
with all the Freedom I could deſire ; I could not doubt 
of her Affection, after the important Proofs I had receiv'd 
of it; and if we had not waited for the News of Prince 
Croondates, whoſe Preſence was neceſſary to compleat my 
Fortune, I according to the Wiſhes of the whole Court, 
nad obtain'd the King's Conſent for the entire Poſſeſſion 
of my Princeſs. Yes, Brother, *rwas nothing but your 
Abſence alone that retarded our Marriage, and how paſ- 
ſionate, and how impatient ſoever I was, my Love to 
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204 CASSANDRA part IV 
you perſuaded me eaſily to expect your Return, and to. 
approve, with a great deal of Satisfaction, that Reſpect 
of Berenices, and that Teſtimony of the King's Conſidera- 
tion of you. When I was happy in what concerned my 
Love, the Memory of my Honour waken'd in me again, 
and I judg'd that all I had done, could not ſerve my Re- 
putation, while I ſuffer'd Alexander to Reign peaceably 
over thoſe Countries which he had uſurped from us by 
the Death of the King my Father, and by the Loſs of 
ſome of my Friends. This Remembrance brought back 
part of that Sadneſs into my Heart, which my preſent 
Happinefs ſeem'd to have baniſh'd thence, and though I 
found ſome Conſolation in the Hope of doing ſomething 


toward the Recovery of my Glory, and of my Father's 
Dominions, the neceſſity of parting with Berenice began 


to afflict me very ſenſibly; yet did I pafs over all that 
my Love repreſented contrary to my Glory, and having 
caſt my ſelf at the King's Feet, Sir, (ſaid I) after the 
Honour your Majeſty has done me to accept me for your 


Son, you ſhould not ſuffer me to live unworthy of that 


Quality; and ſince the Recovery of thoſe Dominions I 
have loſt is linkt to that of my Reputation, you are too 
much concern'd in both, to refuſe me the Aſſiſtance J 
defire of you. Alexander has triumph'd over my Father's 
Empire and his Life, and Reigns quietly over thoſe Ter- 
ritories which heretofore were his. Without your help, 
Sir, I can neither revenge the Death of my Freinds, nor 
riſe to the Throne of my Predeceſſors; and if your Ma- 
jeſty refuſe it me, the Princeſs your Daughter muſt be 
the Wife of a private Man, and of a Man diſpoſſeſſed of 
his Inheritance; be pleaſed to grant me, Sir, for the 
higheſt Effect of Generoſity, ſome part of thoſe valiant 
Srythians who have thought me worthy of their Friend- 
ſhip. By their Courage I hope to repair my Shame, and 
to re- conquer my Dominions. That Deſtroyer of our 
Houſe is an Enemy to all Kings in general, he already 
has invaded your Frontiers, and will, without doubt 
come into the Bowels of your Kingdom, if we carry not 
the War to him, into thofe Countries whereof he is yet 
but ill affured ; I faid ſome other Things to the King, 
which he heard with Patience, and anfwer'd with a _=_ 
dca 
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Bock v. CAS SANDRA 295 
deal of Kindneſs. Doubt not Son, (ſaid he) but that 
your Intereſts ſnall hence forth be mine own, not but 
that I will contribute with my utmoſt Powers, and 
even with mine own Perſon, to the Recovery of your 
Empire, not to make Berenices Condition more advan- 
tageous by the Luſtre of a Crown; 1 eſteem your Perſon 
above all Greatneſſes, and I know welt enough you 
wear a Sword that can both maintain and conquer Em- 
pires ; but becauſe I judge as you do, that your Glory is 
intereſted in your Deſign, I'll arm the whole Power of 
Scythia for 2 and will ſet you at the Head of a Hun- 
dred Thouſand Men, who having ſuch a Leader, will 
think nothing difficult, but hew you out a Way to the 
Regaining of the Throne you have loſt ; yet I deſire we 
may ſtay till we either ſee, or hear ſome News of Oroon- 
dates: I mean that he ſhall march along with you, that 
Friend whom you ſo muy have oblig'd, and whoſe 
Company is not to be deſpiſed ; and while we expect 
him, Order ſhall be given, to make Levies for the ſet- 
ting of this Army on Foot. Thoſe I was railing againſt 
you, and the Troops you now command, ſhall make a 
Part of them, and the reſt ſhall be ready againſt my 
Son's Return, or within the Time we will limit for that 
Expectation. I was ſo extremely ſatisfied at the King's 
Anſwer, that I could not diſſemble my Contentmenr ; 
and to render it abſolutely compleat, the King proteſted: 
he would not ſuffer me to go from Iſedon, before I had 
married Berenice. That fair Princeſs was afflicted at 
my Reſolution ; but being Miſtreſs of a great deal of 
Reaſon, ſhe yielded to the Neceſlity of my Affairs, and 
to a Thing for which ſhe had ever prepared. But alas! 
How little Time had we to entertain one another, and 
how ſhort my Joys were, tho' my Griefs had been of 
long 232 . | 
I was in Bed, when ſome Hours before Day, I heard 
a confuſed Noiſe about the Palace, and an infinite Num- 
ber of Cries, which were enough to waken the ſoundeſt 
Sleepers. I leapt into the Floor, and running to a 
Window, ſaw a great many Torches, and heard the 
Voice of many Perſons, who cry'd that the Princeſs was 
carried away. At this News, I was very near falling 
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re 
into a Swoon, but I ſtrove to keep all my Powers in the 
Need I had of them for ſuch an Occaſion ; and preſertly 
after Criton came into my Chamber; Sir, ( faid he) the 
Princeſs is carried away. The Grief he felt tor my Miſ— 
fortune would not ſuffer him to ſay more; and I Was 
' fo ſtricken, that I had not the Power to get out one 
Word : I threw on a few Cloaths, and ran haſtily to 
Berenice s Lodgings, where I found Theomiris with Cyle. 
n, ard other Maids, who by their Cries redoubled the 
Roge wherewith I was tranſported, and told me with 

iutcrrupted Words, how the Princeſs had been pull'd by 
Force out of her Chamber, by ſeven or cight arm'd Men, 
and that thoſe Raviſhers had carried her away by the back 
Stairs into the Garden, and fo out at a Hole they had 
broken through the Wall. I ran inſtantly to thoſe Stairs, 
where I tound two Men dead, who were known to be 
Grooms of her Chamber ; nd going down, I ſaw the 
Hole in the Garden-Wall, through which my cruel Ene— 
mies came in, and had got out again. Not knowing 
what Way, nor what Advice to take, I went up again 
to the King's Quarters, where I found him buried in an 
extraordinary Sorrow; I had but few Words with him, 
and thoſe fo confuſedly put together, that it was eaſy by 
them to know the Diſorder of my Heart: While he was 
ſending out Meſſengers every Way, I put on my Arms in 
nis Preſence, and taking a haſty Leave of him, got on 
Horfeback with a great many Courticrs, who ran throng- 
ing to accompany me. We rode out of the City at the 
neareſt Gate ; and not being able to judge by any Con- 

c&ure what Way thoſe Raviſhers had taken, we wan- 
dred about all the reſt of the Night, without knowing 
whither we went, and at Break of Day found our ſelves 
at a little Town, ſome Two or Three Hundred Furlongs 


from Iſeden: There we could hear no News in the 


World; and having taken another Way, and after that 
a orcat many ſeveral ones, we could meet with no Body 
that could tell us any thing of what we ſought. I paſs'd 


that Night in a Village Four Hundred Furlongs from 


Yecon, "and the next Morning we began our Scarch 
egain with the ſame Diligence, and with the ſame Suc- 
cels. We ſpent Three Days more 1n it, not leaving any 
Town, 
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Town, Borough, Village, Houſe, or Wood within a 
Theuſand Furlongs of the City, where we had not been 


to ſeek her; at the End of which, I returned to the King, 


to ſee if thoſe he had ſent out other Ways had had any 


better Fortune; but I found their Pains and Care had 
been to as little Purpoſe as ours. We doubted not but 


that it was Ar/acomes who had ſtol'n away the Princeſs; 


he had left the Court a Week before, and ſince that 
Time there had been no News of him. The King, 


poſſeſt with that Belief as well as I, made ſharp Com- 
plaints unto the Queen; and after having proteſted to 


her, that he would uſe his utmoſt Power to the Ruin 
and Deſtruction of her Brother, he promiſed her likewiſe, 


that if by her Perſuaſions he would return to his Obedi- 
_ ence, and reſtore the Princeſs, he would grant him Par- 
don for her ſake ; But the Queen, whether it were that 


ſhe was wiltully bent to favour her Brother's Action, or 
that indeed ſhe was ignorant of it, caſt her ſelf at the 


King's Feet, and proteſted her Innocence with fo many 
Tears, that he ceas'd to preſs her any further; yet he 
thought good I ſhould take Two "Thouſand Horſe, and - 
go at the Head of them, to ſearch Arſacomes's Houſes, 


8 
and gave Order for a greater Strength to follow me, in 


caſe we ſhould find him in a Poſture of Reſiſtance. I ſet 


forward in this Equipage, and to ſhorten my Diſcourſe, 


went to all thoſe Places whither it was thought Arſa- 
comes could retire ; but there was no News to be heard 


either of Berenice or him, and we were inform'd with 


an unqueſtionable Certainty, that he had not been ſeen 


in thoſe Parts of many Years. How great ſoever the 
Rage that tranſported me was, I could not reſolve to 


pour it forth upon thoſe that were under his Obedience, 


or ruin a People that was innocent of their Prince's' 


Crime. Then it was that I ſaw my ſelf abandoned to 


my Deſpair, and that I was often upon the Point of ſeek- 
ing an End of my Misfortunes in the End of my Life. 
1 was going to fix on that Reſolution, when happening 
to be near the Gate of a Temple dedicated to Fino, fa- 
mous for Oracles, which they came to conſult from all 
Parts of Europe, I determined firſt to try if I could find 
any Pity from the. Gods. Ty expreſs'd themſelves to 
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me clearly enough; and though I do not remember the 
Words of the Oracle, I have not forgot, that the Goddeſs, 
by the Mouth of her Prieſt, commanded me to ſeek out 
of Scythia for that which I had loſt, and to viſit the Walls 
of Semiramis, where I ſhould find an End of all my 
Pains. I was the more willing to obey the Pleaſure of 
the Gods, becauſe my Hopes were loſt all other Ways 4 
and whether it were that they promis'd me the Reco- 
very of Berenice, or that it was by the End of my Days 
they made me hope for that of my Miſeries, I reſolved 
to give my ſelf up wholly to their Will. 

My Deſign of marching into my Father's Territories 
with the Forces the King of Scythia had promis'd me, to 
fight with Alexander for the Empire, and the Glory he 
had taken from me vaniſh'd quite out of my Mind, 
and I was then call'd by a more powerful Motive to at- 
tempt the Recovery of Berenice, than that of my loſt Do- 
minions ; 'twas alſo at that Time I heard that Alexander 
had married the Princeſs Statira my Siſter, that he had 


given Pariſatis to his Favourite Hepheſtion, and that he 


carried himſelf toward the Remnants of Darius's Blood, 
with the ſame Affection as to his own. This News 


afflicted me very much, for many Conſiderations; it 
troubled me to know it was my Siſter's Husband, 
againſt whom I was to prepare my ſelf for War, as ſoon 


-as I ſhould be in a Condition to entertain ſuch Thoughts ; 


but 1 judg'd with a far more ſenſible Grief, that my dear 


Brother's Hopes were moey extinguiſh'd, and that if he 
had ſtill preſerv'd his Affections to Statira, he in her 


Marriage could find no leſs Matter of Affliction than 


what I felt for the Loſs of Berenice. I ſhould longer 
have reaſoned with my ſelf upon that ſad Occaſion, If! 
had not been too much taken up with my own Miſ— 
fortunes ; but being reſolv'd upon the Voyage the Gods 
had ordain'd me, I meant to make it without any Train 
that could make me be obſerv'd in thoſe Places where I 


paſs' d; and to that End I took Leave of all thoſe that 


were come along with me from edon, keeping no body 
with me but Criton, and two other neceſſary Servants. 


I even refus'd the Company of my dear Theodates. But 


it was not without an extreme Violence, that J per- 
ſuaded 
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ſuaded him to leave me; and I ſhould never have won 
him to it, it I had not made him ſee that his Stay in Scy- 
thia was abſolutely neceflary for me, both to make the 
greater Care be taken in the Search of Berenice, and to 
keep me right in the King's Opinion, which might per- 
haps be alter d during my Abſence, by Stratonice s Solli- 
citations, whereby he might in Time be drawn to ap- 
prove of her Brother's Action. Theodates lent an Ear at 


| aft to this Conſideration, which in Effect was ſtrong 


enough to ſtay him; but tho' he could not yield to that 
Separation without Tears, and Lamentations, which I 
cannot expreſs, in the End we parted, after he had pro- 
mis'd to make my Excuſes to the King, that I came not 
to take my Leave of him, and to tell him that ſince he 
had done me the Honour to give me Berenice, I would 
either bring her home to him again, or die in queſt of 
her. 

From the Place where I left Theodates, I travell'd di- 
rectly toward Mount Imaus which divides the Two 
Scythia's, and having croſs'd through the Aſiattigue, and 
the Country of the Maſſagetes, I came into Bactria, and 
entred upon the Territories that had been the King my 
Father's I paſs'd unknown through all thoſe Places, 
where J found many Marks of the Diſaſters of our Fa- 
mily ; and tho' my Love was ſuthcient to poſſeſs me to- 
tally, yet could I not without a great deal of Trouble, 
ſee thoſe People that had been our Subjects, yield Obe- 
dience peaceably to new Maſters. Theſe Objects pre- 


ſenting themſelves daily to my Eyes, often drew Sighs 


from me, which ſeconded thoſe my Paſſions fore'd more 
violently from the Bottom of my Heart. In ſhort, I con- 
tinued all that Journey in ſo deep a Sadneſs, that if the 
Conſolations I receiv'd from Criton ( whoſe Fidelity is 
beyond all Recompence ) tad not in ſome Degree allay'd 
my Sorrow, I think I ſhould have ſunk under the Bur- 
then of it, before I could have reach'd the Country the 
Oracle had appointed me. In the End I arriv'd there, 
without any Encounter worthy to be related ; and at my 
Arrival I heard of the Death of Alexander, who had paid 
the Debt of Nature a few Days before. I know not ho- 


to tell you the ſeveral Effects this News wrought in me, 
wy” I 1 I was 
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I was glad for my dear Brother's ſake, who thereby re- 
cover Fi the Hopes he had loſt in Statira's Marriage ; but 
J was ſorry in mine own particular, being thereby de- 
prived of thoſe I had conceiv'd, of regaining my Honour 
trom him that had taken it from me. And tho it ſeem'd 
to facilitate the Recovery of my Empire, it gave Alex- 
ander the Advantage of having kept it all his Life, and 
of having been the Conqueror and the Maſter till his 
Death. I then thought upon the Condition of my Siſters, 
and was joy'd with a Hope of coming to the Place where 
they were, of ſeeing them, and perhaps of doing them 
fome Service in that Eſtate, to which ſo great Revolution 
of their Fortune might have reduced them. Altho' the 
Alteration of my Face in ſo long an Abſence, and the 
general Opinion of my 3 dead, might have put me 
out of all Fear of being eaſily diſcover d, I would not 
hazard my Life however, knowing that in Baby/on 1 
mould find Perfons from whom Time had not taken away 
all Remembrance of my Features ; and therefore, as ſoon 
as I was come into this Country, I retired to the Houſe 
of a good honeſt Man, fome Three or Four Hundred 
Furlongs from this Place, whom I by Gifts in preſent, 
and by the Hopes of more, engaged at firſt ro as much 
Affection and Secrecy as I could defire. 

The next Morning, knowing I was near the Temple 
of Apollo, which I had formerly viſited, I had a Deſire to 
conſult the Pleaſure of that God, and implore his Aſſiſt- 
ance. There it was I met with Prince Lyſi machus, and 
that by his graceful Faſhion, and his charming Conver- 
fation, I began to give him that Eſteem and that Aﬀec- 
tion, which the Recital of his gallant Actions hath ſince 
eompleated. You doubtleſs have heard from him the 
Diſcourſe we had together, and the Words of the Oracle 
that were delivered to us; 1 thought them ſo obſcure 
that I could not comprehend any thing of their Meaning, 
and only found by the laſt of them, that the Gods would 
have me wait their Plealure upon the Banks of Fuphrates. 
That Conformity with my former Oracle, did a little aug- 
ment thoſe faint Hopes I had conceived, and made me, in 
Effect, reſolve to expect my Deſtiny a while upon the 
Banks of that River. 'The Houſe 1 "had taken for my 
Retreat, 
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Retreat, was ſeated near it, well enough built, and fur- 
niſned to make ſome Stay there without Inconveni- 
ency, and far enough from the High-ways, not to be tre- 
quented with any Company. The Maſter of it profered 
with a great deal of Freedom to do me all the Service 
that lay in his Power; and finding him to be a diſcreet, 
underſtanding Man, I reſolved to make Uſe of him, to 
try it I could learn any News of Berenice. For this Pur- 
pole, having given him Directions and Addreſſes to in- 
form himſelt of what I deſired, I ſent him to the City; 
but O Gods! How ſorrowful was the News he brought 
me home, ſince by him I heard the Rumour that was 
ſpread in Babylon, of the Death of the Princeſſes my 
Siſters! 'This was ſo heavy an Addition to my Griet, 
that it was like to have preſs'd me down into my Grave; 
and though I ſtrove to diſſemble it as well as I was able, 
I could not poſſibly hinder my Landlord from perceiving 
that I was infinitely troubled at that News. I made the 
doletulleſt Lamentations in the World, when I was at 
Liberty to utter them; and accuſed my ſelf of Mean- 
neſs of Spirit, for having given my whole Life up to 
my Love, inſtead of beſtowing part of it on the Relief I 
ow'd to thoſe poor Princeſſes. I vented a Thouſand 
Threats, and made a Thouſand Deſtgns againſt their 
Murtherers, and was yet in- the Violence of theſe 
Thoughts, having hardly dried up my firſt Tears when J 
met the valiant Lyſmachus a ſecond Time by the River- 
fide. He without doubt has told you the Diſcourſe 
that paſſed between us, and how (juſt as I was going 
to ask his Name,Faſter I had told him that mine was 
Arſaces) it was interrupted by a Cavalier, who paſſing 
near us, enquir'd the Way to Babylon. It is very true, 
(ſaid Lyſimachus then to Arſaces) the coming of that 
Stranger depriv'd me of your Company, after it had 
cauſed in me an Eſteem, or rather an Admiration of 
yon, which all I could ſay was not able to repreſent to 
Prince Oroondates, when I made him the Relation of that 
Encounter. That Cavalier (continued Arſaces) who 


paſſed fo ſuddenly by us, was Arſacomes. You may eaſily 


judge, by what I have told you, that his Image was al- 


ways preſent enough to my Remembrance, not to need 


any 
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any long Time to know him, and that his Sight pro- 
duced in me at the very firſt, all thoſe Effects it was pro- 
bable it ſhould. The Knowledge thereof oblig'd Ly- 
fimachus to pardon me the Rudeneſs of my haſty Depar- 
ture, which would not ſuffet me to pay all the Civili- 
ties that were due to him. I ran ſo ſwiſtly after Arſa- 
comes, that tho he was already a great Way off, I began 
to ſee him again when we were out of the Wood ; that 
ſecond Sight did fo animate me, that my Impatience dou- 
bled my Horſe's Speed, and at laſt I got near enough 
to my Enemy to make him hear my Voice; Stay, 
( cried I) ſtay Arſacomes : Theſe Words which he 
heard, after I had often repeated them, cauſed him in 
the End to take up a little, and. looking back to ſee 
who it was that called him by his Name, he beheld me 
with my Sword drawn, coming at him as hard as ever 
I could drive. My Action, and my threatning Cries, 
made him know I was his Enemy, wherefore, not want- 
ing Courage, he turn'd about, and expected me in the 
Poſture de a Man reſolv'd to defend himſelf, He had 
a Javelin in his Right Hand, which he lifted up into 
the Air, and when I was within twenty Paces of him, 
he raiſed himſelf upon his Stirrups, and darted it at me 
with his utmoſt Force. The Blow miſs'd me, but ſtruck 
my Horſe ſo violently in the Head, that he fell ſtark 
dead between my Legs. I diſengag'd my ſelf preſently 
from my Stirrups, and leaving my Horſe upon the Ground, 
cover'd my ſelf with my Shield, to end the Combate on 
Foot, but Arſacomes gave me not the Leiſure ; and whe- 
ther it were that he diſdain'd to fight with me upon 
Advantage, or that he was call'd other where by preſ- 
fing Occaſions, as ſoon as he ſaw me fall, he turned about 
again, and gallop'd on his Way at the ſame Rate as he 
had done before. I remain'd in a Vexation hard to be 
imagined ; and no longer having any Means to purſue 
my Enemy, who rode away from me at Liberty, I was 
ready to have vented all my Deſpair upon my ſelf: Yet 
did I moderate my Rage by a Reflection I made upon 
this Encounter ; for I believed with Likelihood that T 
had Cauſe to hope in the Promiſe of the Gods, and that 
Berenice was not far from thoſe Parts, ſince I had found 
Arſa- 


o fall her Cries, carried her away before him, galloping 
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Arſacomes there. This Belief comforted me very much, 


and a while after I was confirm'd in it by Cyriton, who 
came up to me at laſt, his Horſe not having been ſo 
ſwift as mine, and his Impatience not ſo violent. He 
was very much troubled to hear the Accident that had 
befallen me, and having alighted to give me his Horſe,, 
] would have gotten upon him to purſue my Enemy 
again, but I found him ſo ſpent, that J loſt all Hope of 
overtaking Arſacomes, and was conſtrain'd to think upon 
ſome new Reſolution, I remembred that Arſacomes had 
ask'd the Way to Babylon, and I was of Opinion J might 
light upon him in that City; but Criton ( whoſe Pru- 
dence I had obſerv'd in all his Actions) thought it not 
ſafe for me to go thither at that Time, conſidering the 
exact Guard that was kept at the Gates, where Paflen- 
gers were ſearch'd, and examined whence they came, 
and what was their Buſineſs, and where they did many 
Things that would put me in very great Hazard of be- 
ing known. He repreſented to me, that it would be 
much more eaſy for him to inform himſelf in Babylon 
concerning what I deſir'd, than for me, who for fear of 
being diſcover'd, would be fain to keep ſtill within 
Doors. Therefofe, by his Advice, in which I found a 
rr deal of Reaſon, I with his Horſe took my Way 

ack to the Houſe of our Retreat, and he went on Foot 
to the Town, which was but a little way off, from 
whence he was to come home to me the next Day, with 


all the News he could learn, and with another Horſe, 


which I gave him Charge to buy. 

Thus did I return to the Place where I made my 
Abode, and where ] paſs'd the reſt of that Day in Dif- 
contents, mingled with ſome Glimpſe of Hope; but 
before it was Night, Criton came back with a brave 
Horſe he had bought ; and asking him why he return'd 
ſooner than I expected, Sir, ( anſwer'd he) before 1 
came to the Gates of Babylon, I met Arſacomes, and which 
is more, Sir, I met him with the Princeſs Berenice. Ah, 
( cried I ) What doſt thou tell me; haſt thou found Be- 
renice? Yes, Sir, (replied he) I found her in the Arms 
of Arſacomes, who in ſpite of her Reſiſtance, and in ſpite 


back 
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back the ſame Way we ſaw him go. O Gods! (added 
I, quite tranſported ) What a happy Progreſs is this 
toward the Accomplithment of your Promiſes ! If I had 
had a Horſe, (iaid Criton) 1 ſhould certainly have fol- 
low'd them, tho' I had been ſure to loſe my Life; but 
being a- foot as I was, I could not poſſibly execute my 
Deſires, for having preſently loſt Sight of them, tho' I 
ran as faſt as I could, after I had complained of my ill 
Fortune, I thought the beſt Seryice I could do you, 
would be to go on to the * and buy a Horſe for 
you, as you had commanded ne 

This Diſcourſe touch'd me, as you may imagine, but 
it was with Hy, Which encouraged me to believe I 


_ ought to hope for all things trom The Promiſe of the 
Gods. I hardly would allow the Night Leiſure to paſs 


away, and as ſoon as ever it was Break of Day, mount- 
ing the Horſe which Criton had brought me, and which 
I tound to be a very good one, I began afreſh to ask af- 
ter my Princeſs, Yet would I not ſtir out of this 
Country, tor fear of diſobeying the Gods, whom I be- 
gan to find exact, in the Hopes they had given me; 
and when I had ſpent the Days in my Search, I for the 

moſt part came back at Night to my uſual Retreat. There 
is no Town hereabouts which I have not viſited, no 
Village, nor Houſe whoſe Entrance was permitted me, 
where I have not been to look for my. Princeſs, but all 
my Endeavours were unprofitable; and after having 
vainly ſought through all the Province, I thought at 
laſt to return to that Temple where the Gods had pro- 
miſed me the Return of my Happineſs, and where (if I 
might be ſuffered ) I meant to reproach them for having 
deceiv'd me. With this Intention, being departed froin 
a Village where I had lain, I left Babylon upon the 
Right Hand, and was hardly gotten Twenty Furlong 
from it, when I ſaw a Chariot coming toward me, 
which Six Horſes drew at a very great Rate. The De- 
ſign I had of ſeeking my Princeſs every where, made 
me go near the Side of it, where 1 ſaw a Woman in a 
Man's Arms, who by her Cries, and by all her Actions, 
ſhew'd ſhe was carried away by Force, My Hopes 


were awaken'd in me by that Sight ; but as ſoon as: I 
| bekeld 
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beheld her Face and heard her Voice, I knew it was not 

my Princeſs, tho' methought neither that Face nor Voice 
was unknown to me: Yet was I refoly'd to ſuccour her 
whoſoever ſhe was, and to that End riding up to the 
Charioteer, I commanded him to ſtand. He made a Dif- 
ficulty to obey me, but I brought the Point of my Jave- 
lin to bis Face, and made him know there was no Safe- 
ty for him but in Obedience. In the mean Time, he 
that was in the Chariot, having obſerv'd my Action, 
leapt nimbly out, and calling a Man that carried his 
Cask, gave him Charge to hold that Lady, if ſhe ſhould 
ofter to get away ; and making him alight from a gallant 
Horſe he was upon, he threw himſelf into the Saddle 
with a great deal of Agility; he was no ſooner in his 
Stirrups, but coming toward me with a threatning 
Action, Whoſoever thou art, ( cry'd he) tho' thou wert 
Lyſimachus again, if thou oppoſeſt my Intention, thou 
ſhalt be ſure to meet with Death in thine. I am not 
Lyſimachus, (anſwer'd I ) but if thine Intention be to 
carry away that Lady by Force, mine ſhall ever be to 
defend her againſt thy Violence. Thou muſt die then, 
( reply'd he) and with thoſe Words flew upon me with 
a great deal of Courage : Being he indeed was valiant, 
the Combate laſted for ſome Time without Diſadvantage 
to either ; but in the End, I was more fortunate than he, 
and after having warded many Blows he made at me, I 

ave him Two or Three Wounds, which made him fall 
from his Horſe unable to fight any longer. Then I 
turn'd toward the Lady I had reſcued, and he that held 
her by his Maſter's e no ſooner ſaw me coming, 
but he let her go, and fled reward Babylon. The Woman 
preſently leaped out of the Chariot, and the Charioteer 
laſhing on his Horſes toward the City, got a great Way 
from us in a little Time. Scarce had J alighted, and ſet 
my Eyes upon that Lady's Face, but I obſery'd all the 
Lineaments of Queen Statira my Siſter. You may well 
enough conceive how great my Amazement was at ſo 
unexpected an Encounter; eſpecially there being a gene- 
ral Rumour that ſhe was dead. That Belief, and her 
Habit which was very different from what ſhe was 


wont to wear, hindred me from giving Credit to my 


Eyes; but when by my Action ſhe ſaw me expreſs my 


Aſtoniſhment, Never doubt of it ( ſaid ſhe) I am Statira, 


I am the Widow of Alexander the Great. And J, Siſter, 
( cried I, quite tranſported) am Prince Artaxerxes your 
Brother; and caſting my Head-piece at her Feet, I ran 


to her with open Arms, and in her Amazement which 


made her incapable of Reſiſtance, I gave her a Thouſand 
Kifles, accompanied with Tears which my Eyes beſtow'd 
on my Affection. If the Wonder that had ſeiz'd on me 
was great, you may well imagine that hers was with- 
out Compariſon, and that ſhe could not ſee that Bro- 
ther again, whom we had lov'd ſo well, and whom ſhe 


had thought dead eight Years before, with a moderate 


Aſtoniſhment. When ſhe was got looſe from my Em- 
braces, ſhe retired a Step or two to conſider my Face, 
and could not believe but that it was my Ghoſt, ask'd 
me often if it were poſlible I ſhould be alive, and in 
| ſhort did all thoſe Actions which you did your ſelf at 
our knowing one another. As ſoon as ſhe was perſua- 
. ded that I was Artaxerxes indeed, ſhe caſt away her 
Doubts, to give her ſelf over to her Affection; and 
throwing herſelf into mine Arms with tranſported Cries, 
ſhe EP me ſee that neither Time, nor the Accidents 
of her Life, had at all diminiſhed her former Love. 

Me continued a great while in a ſtrict Embrace, with- 
out having Power to bring forth a diſtin Word, and 
When once we were able, we queſtion'd each other mu- 


tually concerning what we were ignorant of: How 


came you to be alive, dear Brother? How came you to 
be alive dear Siſter? ſaid we both together ; and anſwer- 
ing both at the ſame Time, we began a very confuſed 
Diſcourſe, and ſo interrupted with Endearments that we 
could tell one another nothing. Beſides, my Siſter be- 
lieved, that in the Place where we were, we could not 
without Danger engage our ſelves in a long Converſa- 
tion ; ſo having pray'd me to carry her from thence, and 


to run, if it were poſſible, to the Relief of Pariſatis, 


who was alive and a Priſoner, ſhe perſuaded me-to get 
on Horſeback, and having ſer her behind me, we rode as 
ſhe delir'd, along the River-lide, 1 

. ill he 
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She would have queſtion'd me about my Adventures, 
but J having told her that the Relation of my Life would 
require no leſs than a whole Day, and that it were more 
neceflary I ſhould learn ſomething of her preſent Condi- 
tion, and of Pariſatis, ſhe in a few Words told me all 
that had happen'd to her ſince Alexander's Death, the 
Name of Perdiccas, with whom I had fought, and the 
Eſtate in which ſhe had left Pariſatis; but ſhe ſaid no- 
thing of Prince Orcondates, whether it were that ſhe 
judg'd that Remembrance faulty after the Death of Alex- 


ander, or that ſhe meant to ſpeak of him more at large 


when ſhe had better Leiſure, | 

She had not quite ended her Diſcourſe when we ſaw 
the Chariot coming, in which Pariſatis was; you have 
heard the ber inning of that which paſſed, and how ha- 
ving made Statira alight that I might be fitter tor the En- 
counter, I was aſſaulted by half a ſcore Horſemen who 
guarded the Chariot, and that, while I was engag'd 
among them, Statira was taken again I heard her cry 
aloud when they put her into the Chariot, and would 


have run to help her if I could have had free Paſlage ; 


but the Enemies I had upon me ſtopt my Way, and re- 
duc'd me to a Neceſlity rather of defending my ſelf, than 
of relieving my Siſters. Three of them lay already 
gnawing the Earth, and the reſt began to find that tho? 
] was alone, they ſhould obtain no eaſy Victory. In 
effect, my Strength was ſo redoubled by my Anger, and 
by my Grief for this laſt Accident, that I quickly dif- 
patch'd another, and by good Fortune Criton, who was 
returning from a Place whither J had ſent him, came in 
— then to my Aſſiſtance, and he no ſooner knew me 
ut making uſe of Policy to ſtrike a Terror in my Ene- 
mies; Courage, Sir, (cried he) you are reliev'd. I 
know not whether theſe Words, and the Confidence 
wherewith they ſaw him fall upon them, made them be- 
lieve he was followed by others, or whether their Fear 
of two Men alone produc'd that Effect; but however it 
were, the Fiercencſs of my Enemies began to cool, and 
preſently after they turn'd their Backs, leaving me the 
Victory and the Field; but at the fame time my Horſe 


fell dead of the Wounds he had receiv'd, and Criton ſee- 
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ing five or ſix without Maſters, catch'd the beſt of them 
and brought him to me: I no ſooner was upon his Back, 
but I ran after the Trace of the Chariot, which had car- 
ried away the Princeſſes, and had follow'd the Bank of 
the River a while in that Purſuit, when I » © flopp'd by 
a conſiderable Encounter, and ſuch a one as I ought well 
to remember, fince I ſtill bear the Marks of it, and that 
it coſt me more Blood than I had loſt in all the reſt of 
my Lite. It was the Encounter of you and Berenice, 
Brother, I found you when I leaſt expected it, and I alſo 
found Berenice, but in ſuch a Condition as I believ'd 1 
could never have taken her, O Gods ! what were my 
Thoughts when I knew my Princeſs ! but O Gods, what 
were my Reſentments when I ſaw her hanging about the 
Neck, and kiſſing the Face of a Man in Arjacomes's Ar- 
mour ! I preſently believ'd that it was he, but knew not. 
how to imagine my Princeſs ſhould be guilty of ſo hor- 
rible a Lightneſs. I ſtood a while conſidering their 
Actions, but when I ſaw her continue ſuch extraordinary 
Kindneſſes, as could not have been pardon'd if any Body 
but a Brother had receiv'd them, I gave my ſelf over 
to a Rage, which in appearance was but too lawfully 
grounded: You found the Effects of it, dear Brother, as 
I felt thoſe of your matchleſs Valour, which by a num- 
ber of very deep Wounds made me fall upon the Ground 
without Senſe or Underſtanding. The Condition I was: 
reduc'd to (interrupted Prince Oroondates) was no better 
than yours, and if I had Glory to ſhare equally with you 
in the Event of our Combate, I owe it to thoſe you had 
fought before, which, without doubt, could not have 
left fo great a Vigour as I encountred in that Jaſt, in any 
other Man but the invincible Arſaces, If my former 
Combates (replied Ar/aces) had caus'd any Wearineſs in 
me, the Jealouſy, or rather the Fury wherewith I was 
tranſported, baniſh'd it in ſuch a manner, and did ſo 
powerfully redouble my Forces, that I never was freſher, 
nor in better Condition to diſpute my Pretenſions againſt 
any Body elſe but Oroondates. In ſhort, I was fallen 
upon the Ground, where Criton had me in his Arms, who 
that Day did me his wonted Services, and who after he 
bad"long tormented himſelf about me, went to ſcek help, 

Either 
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either for my Recovery or Burial. When he had gone a 
litele way, he by good Chance met a Company of Horſe- 
men who were riding towards Babylon, and having told 
them my Misfortune in a few Words, found ſome among 
them ſo generous as to be ſenſible of it, and to offer him 
their Aſſiſtance. They were the brave Seleucus, and cer- 
tain Horſemen that attended him, who no ſooner were 
come to the Place where I lay where I had died the 
Earth about me red with my Blood, but they were 
touch'd with Compaſſion, and making me be taken up in 
ſome of their Cloaks, they caus'd me to be carried to a 
poor Man's Houſe, about ten or twelve Furlongs from 
the Place where we had fought. Selencus was fo careful 
as to have my Clothes pull'd oft, and to fee my Wounds 
himſclt; bur he thought them ſo great, that he conceived 
very little, hope of my Recovery ; yet would he not 
leave me, knowing by many Signs that I was ſtill alive, 
and theref-re ſent away a Man inſtantly to the City, to 
fetch Chirvrgions wich all poſſible Speed. Before they 
came, having found ſon:ething in my Face that made him 
defirous to know who I was, he enquir'd of CM, who 
thinking he ſhould thereby oblige him to ſuccour me 
with the more Affection, contented himſelf with con- 
ccaling that I was Artaxerxes the Son of Darius, and 
told him I was that 4/aces who had conquer'd Ar;mbas, 
and gain'd ſome Victorics in Scythia, Seleucus had heard 
of Arſaces, and of the firſt Things I had done in the King 
of Scyihia's Service; wherefore being indeed virtuous 
binſelf, he was perſuaded by ſome Report of Virtue that 
had run to my Advantage, and no ſooner knew that I 
Was Arſaces, but tiflead of the Compaſſion which had 
mov'd him to lend me that firſt Aſſiſtance, he thought 
him'elf oblig'd by all manner of Conſiderations to neg- 
Ic& notl.i1o for my Salety, and expreſſing a very great 
Trouble for the I ſtate he ſaw me in, he at the Chirur- 
gions contig promiſcd them exceſſive Recompences if 
they could contribute any Thing toward my Cure. 
When they had ſearch'd my Wounds, they ſaw ſmall hope 


of Life, tho' according to what they ſaid, my Loſs of 
Blood was Cauſe of their greateſt Apprehenfions. Vet 


did they do their Office very carefully, and employ'd all 
their 
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their Skill in dreſſing my Hurts, and in fetching me to 
my Senſes. Part of the Night was paſs d when I came 
to my felt again, but with very little Memory and very 
lictle Underitanding, and the Day appear'd betore I was 
able to diſcern any Object, or recal to mind any Thing 
that had paſs'd. As ſoon as I began to have a little 
Knowledge, I turn'd my Eyes on every ſide, and ſeeing 
Criten by me, I ask'd him where I was, he told me the 


Truth in a few Words; and preſently. after, Seleucus 
coming to me; Courage, (ſaid he) valiant Arſaces, you 


have Perſons about you who are very affectionate to your 
Virtue, and who labour for your Health as paſſionately 
as for their own. He ſaid no more, nor ſtaid any longer 
with me, for fear of obliging ie to anſwer him, and 
Criton having only told me that it was Seleucus, and en- 


treated me not to ſpeak, went alſo out of the Chamber 


with him, who was recall'd to Babylon by very preſſing 
Occaſions, and who nevertheleſs would not go away, 
till he ſaw me in that degree of Amendment. 

When they had left me alone, I was more accompa- 
nied than I had been before; you eaſily gueſs that the 
Remembrance of my laſt Encounter came not into my 
Mind, without driving me .into an Extremity of Griet, 
and that I could not call to memory the Conditions I had 
found Berenice in, without falling into another a thouſand 
times worſe than that, out of which the Chirurgions 
endeavour'd to recover me by their Aſſiſtance. 


O Gods .! how ſhall I be able to expreſs my violent 


Thoughts, or rather how will you ſupply the Defect of 
my Diſcourſe, by tancying part of them in your Imagina- 
tion? IJ cannot repreſent them better to you, Brother, 
than by your own ; but yet my Sorrow wanted one Con- 
ſolation which you received in yours, for you could not 
believe Statira to be inconſtant, without having your 
Affliction counterbalanced by a Joy at the Aſſurance that 
Statira Was alive. Yes, I remember'd that I had found 
Berenice, but I had found her ſo unworthy and ſo ſhame- 
fully chang'd that I had ſeen her give my Rival Favours, 
the ſmalleſt part whereof had never been granted unto 
me. I remember'd likewiſe that I had fallen under the 
Forces of my Rival, and that Remembrance made me 


doubt 
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doubt whether it was Arſacomes; he wore his Arms, he 
was with Berenice, whom Arſacomes had carried away, 
and with whom Criton had ſeen her a few Days before; 
but I had found the Valour of that Enemy fo different 
from that of Arſacomes, that I had much ado to perſuade my 
ſelf it could be he, unleſs the Gods, to compleat their 
Anger againſt me, had ſo augmented his Strength, to 
hinder the Satisfaction my Revenge might have given me, 
I remain'd uncertain what to believe ; but whether it 
were Arſacomes, or ſome new Servant, I found ſo great 
cauſe ot Grief and of Deſpair in that abominable Change, 
that all I have told you hitherto of my former Afflictions, 
had touch'd me but lightly in compariſon of this laſt. I 
could not fancy Berenice in the Poſture I had ſeen her, 
holding a Man in her Arms, and kiſſing him with that 
Mouth which had been fo niggardly to me, even then 
when her Father's Conſent might have authorized the 
Permiſſion of ſuch Favours, without lofing that little 
Reaſon I had recovered ; and then yielding to the Rage 
that tranſported me, Ah ! light inconſtant Woman (cried 
I) by what horrid Change halt thou loſt the Remembrance 
of what thou wert heretofore, and the Remnants of that 
Vertue which made thee leave a Lover to put thy ſelf 
into the Hands of thine Eneviies ? .Ah ! if thou wert to 
give thy ſelf to Arſacomes, thou ſhould'ſt have done it 
when thou might'ſt with Jeſs Unworthineſs, and when 
thy Infidelity might have been juſtified by thy Father's 
Command. Thy Crime had bcen leſs ſhameful by 
that Pretence; and by the Reproach of thy Inconſtan- 
cy, thou might'ſt have avoided that of thy Diſobe- 
dience. TREE | 
After theſe Words followed whole Troops of cruel 
Thoughts, and my Jealouſy giving ſuch Shapes to all 
Things as were moſt ſuitable to ir, put Conceits into my 
Head, which I ſhould never have fallen into if I had 
been in my right Mind. Ah ! without doubt (ſaid I 
again) thy Infidelity is not ſo new a Thing as I beliey'd ; 
that Action of thine before Jedon, was an Effect of thy 
Change, and not of thy Virtue; nor wouldeſt thou ever 
have forſaken me, to caſt thy ſelf into the Arms of that 
Rival, from whence I had pull'd thee with the Peril of 
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312 CASSANDRA Part IV. 
my Life, if the Lover to whom thou ran'ſt had not been 
dearer to thee than he whom thou forſookeſt. Thou haſt 
diſſembled ſince by Stratonice's Counſel, to begin to ac- 
commodate thy ſelf to thy Father's Humour, and thy 
ſealing away whereby J loſt all my Fortune with thee, 


had not been fo eaſily effected, if thou thy ſelf hadſt not 


conſented to it; pardon me dear Princeſs, (purſued Ay. 
ſaces, turning toward Berenice) pardon me the Injury I 
then did your Virtue, and conſider then that Condition 
I was reduc'd to, made me uncapable of any ſound or 
reaſonable Judgment, yed did I ſtrive to repent my Opi- 
nion, bat could nor do it without belying my own Eyes, 
and accuſing them for having deluded me in that Encoun- 
ter. Perhaps I may be deceived, (ſaid I) and my Ima- 
gination prepoſſeſſed with the Remembrance of Berertce, 
did (it may be) prefent ſome other Object to me inſtead 
of her. Ah! no, (cricd I again, immediately after) J 
was not deceived, and Berenice's Features are too truly 
graven in my Memory, to ſuffer me to be conferr'd in 
the Knowledge of her, I ſaw her but too plainly, and 


look'd but too long upon her, to be in doubt whether it 


were ſhe or no. Tis ſhe, and ſhe is now in the Arms 
of my Rival, and of my Conqueror, and. if Fortune has 
dealt any better with him than with me, they now re- 
joice together at the Victory he has obtain'd. In this 
Thought ſeeing Criton who was come to my Bed-liJe 
again, I commanded him to relate the true Tile of our 


Combare, to tell me in what Condition I had left my 


Enemy, and what became of Berenice. Sir, (ſaid he) I 
muſt confeſs that the Diſtance, the Trouble I was in du- 
ing your Combate, and a Vail ſhe had put down over her 
Face, hindred me from knowing it was the Priuceſs ; 
but the Woman thet was preſent while you faught, no 


ſooner faw your Enemy fall, (who ſunk from his Horſe 


at the ſame time with you, either dead, or in the tame 
Caſe you were) but the ran inſtantly to him, with Cries 
that came unto wy Ears as far as I was off; and ſhe ſtil! 
was making Lamentations over him, when I went from 
yau to ſeek for Help, but at my return we neither found 
her, nor the Body of your Enemy. This Account of 


Criton's wrought two different Effects upon me; for tho 


1. 
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it confirm'd my Princeſs's Infidelity, it comforted me in 
the Belief that I had (lain my Enemy, of art leaſt that he 
had not gotten an entire Victory. Then I turned over 
a thouſand ſeveral Reſolutions in my Mind, and tho? 
they tended all toward Death, yet the laſt upon which L. 
fix d was, that it it pleaſed the Gods I ſhould eſcape my 
Wounds, I would never die without being aſſur'd of my 
Revenge, or without finiſhing it by another Combate ? 
and moreover, that I would never die but before the Eyes 
of the ingratetul Berenice. The Princeſs, who had often 
bluſh'd during Arſaces's Diſcourſe, could no longer for- 
bear to interrupt him: Ah ! Arſaces, (ſaid ſhe) how in- 
grateful were you your ſelf, in thoſe cruel Thoughts you 
had of me ; certainly my Humour ſhould have been well 
enough known to you, to make you believe that no Bo- 
dy but my Brother ought ever to hope tor thoſe Kindneſſes 
from me, which cauſed your Jealouſy. If I had had any 

other Witneſſes but my own Eyes, (replied Ar/aces) I 
ſhould never have given Credit to them; but in ſhort, I 
my ſelf had ſeen that that was as bad to me as Death, 
and I was then ſo unfortunate, that the Truth of this 
Adventure never came into my Thoughts. 

I rather believed that my dear Brother was no longer 
in the World, ſince in ſo great a Revolution of my Siſ- 
ters Affairs, we had not heard the leaſt News of him; 
ſince upon that of her Death, wherein he was much more 
concern'd than any Body elſe, he had neither appear, d to 
relieve her, nor to revenge her; and ſince my Siſter who 
it was likely would beſt have known it if he had been 
in this Country, had not ſaid one Word to me concern- 
ing him. This Opinion of your Death, dear Brother, 
which by little and little ſettled it ſelf ia my Thoughts, 
was Cauſe of many of thoſe Things that have happened 
to me ſince, and confirm'd me in the Deſign I have to 
die, as ſoon as J was certain of my Revenge, and as 
ſoon as I had poured thoſe Reproaches into the Ears of 
Berenice, which I thought” due to her Infidelity. The 
deſire of prolonging my Lite till I could find Occaſion 
to loſe it in her Preſence made me ſuffer the Help 
that was given me, and aſſiſt toward my Recovery as 
much as they about me deſired. Seleucus, who intereſted 
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himſelf in it very cordially, came back to me the ſame 
Day, and when once I was in a Condition to thank him 
for his Care, I endeavoured to let him ſee he took it not 
of a Perſon that would ever become unworti:y thercof by 
his Ingratitude. | 

The Chirurgeons could not yet ſettle any certain Judg- 
ment about my Cure, but tkey-found I was fo inconye- 
niently in that little Houſe, and in a ſcurvy Chamber 
where I was almoſt ſuffocated with the cxceilive heat of 
the Seaſon, that tho' there were danger in removing me, 
they believed there was more in letting me continue in 
that Place. Seleucus, whoſe urgent Occaſions call'd him 
perpetually to Babylon, and who nevertheleſs could have 
been glad not to be from me, conſented willingly to the 
Propoſition of carrying me thither, and I had given my 
ſelf up ſo wholly to be ordered by them, that I did not 
fo much as enquire what they meant to do with me. I 
knew not whether it was to Bab) on, or to ſome other 
Place that they intended to remove me ; but tho' I had 
known, I had preſerv'd ſo little Care of my Affairs, and 
of all other Thoughts but thoſe my Jealouſy inſpir'd me 
with, that I ſhould never have oppoſed them. I there- 
fore ſuffered them the fourth Day to put on my Clothes, 
and lay me.in a Litter to carry me to the Town, whither 


Seleucus, going along with me. himſelf, made me be 


brought to his own Houſe, where I was very brayely 
lodg'd, and more commodiouſly attended. It ſurprized 
me a little to ſee I was in Babylon, but as I have already 
told you, my Deſpair ſwallowed up all my former Fears 
of being known, and I judg'd, that happen ro me what 
would, my Condition could not be worſe than it was 
ſince Berenices Infidelity. Yet did I endeavour to free 
my ſelf from receiving many Viſits, and to that end, ha- 
ving made that Requeſt to Seleucus, he promiſed I ſhould 
be ſeen but by very few. The Condition I was in hin- 
dred me from ſecing all the Preparations that were made 
for Defence againſt thoſe Forces of yours that began to 
appear; and Seleucus, who, by reaſon of Perdiccas his 
Wounds, bore the greateſt Weight of thoſe Affairs, 
knowing my Weakneſs made me unfit for that Entertain- 
ment, talk'd nothing of it tome, but when by —_— 
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of Diſcourſe he could not avoid it. Yet thus much I 
underſtood by What T heard him fay, and by what Cr:tox 
told me, that the Princes Ly/#machus, Ptolomens, and 
their Companions, had form'd a Party againſt Perdiccas 
and his, for the Intereſt of the Princeſſes my Siſters, 
either dead or Captives, and the Juſtice I found in your 
Quarrel, made me ſorry I was oblig'd to Seleucus, ſince 
he was engag'd among your Enemies. 

Yer did I ſtick bur lightly upon thoſe Conſiderations, 
for a more powerful Grief had made me incapable of 
taking an Intereſt in any thing, which concern'd not 
the Cauſe of my Deſpair: I continued certain Days 
without other Thoughts ſave thoſe of my Revenge, and 
of Death, the Danger whereof, according to the Chirur- 
gions Opinion, was not yet quite over, and perhaps I 
ſhould not have admitted any that could have oblig'd 
me to join with either Side, if J had been fit for Service, 
but for a Thing that happened to me about that Time. 
I had ſent Criton to the Place where I had ſought to en- 
quire after Berenice, and my Enemy, and to endeavour to 
learn ſomething that might inform me what was be- 
come of them; but at his Return with the Remedy for 
my Wounds, he brought me News which awaken'd m 
Intereſts powerfully enough to make me negle& thoſe of 


our Family, to mingle mine with theſe of Seleucus. 


Criton came back to me, Brother, with the Herb you had 
given him for my Cure, told me what had befallen him 
in your Camp, delivered your generous Meſlage, ſhew'd 
me the Preſent you had ſent me, and aſſured me that you 
were not Arſacomes. This Encounter made me fall into 
a Confuſion of Thoughts, and into an Aſtoniſnment hard 
to be deſcrib'd ; and tho' I was glad to hear my Enemy 
was in a Place where I could meet him, and where we 
might have Opportunity to end our Quarrel, it was a 
great Diſcontent to me to know that by the Greatneſs of 
my Wounds, I ſhould not of a long Time, and perhaps 
never, be in- a Condition to fight him again ; or that I 
muſt be fain to be beholding to my Enemy for the 
Healing of them. Seleucus was preſent at Criton's coming 


in, and at the Account he gave me; and after having 


admir'd your Generoſity, he knew the Herb you ſent 
O2 | | me, 
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me, and confirm'd the Truth of the Story of Ptolomens. 
He with a great deal of Joy perſuaded me to apply it 
to my Wounds, but the Repugnance I had to receive 
my Health from the Hands of my cruel Enemy, made me 
for a long Time oppoſe his Deſires, and perhaps I ſhould 
never have conſented, it I had not thought my Rival 
might attribute that Refuſal of his Aſſiſtance, to a Fear 
of coming to fight with him again. I judg'd moreover, 
that that Obligation did not engage me to any Peace 
with him, ſince he had no other Intention in obliging 
me,. than that of finiſhing with his Hand, what my 
Wounds perhaps were too flow in effectin „ and that our 
Hatred being founded upon the Poſſeſſion of Berenice, 
and not upon any ſlight Formality, it could end no other 
way but by the Death of one of us. 

Theſe Conſiderations made me reſolve to uſe the Pre- 
ſent he ſent me; and turning toward Seleucus, who 
preis'd me to it very earneſtly, Yes, Seleucus (ſaid I) 
from whence ſocver I receive my Cure, I accept of it 
to ſerve you, and to acquit my ſelf of my Obligations to 
you: I'll fight on your Side, it I can recover my 
Strength; and tho' in my Opinion you have not the 
juſteſt Cauſe, the Remembrance of what I owe to you, 
and the Deſire of taking Revenge upon my Enemy makes 
me paſs over that Conſideration. Seleucus expreſſed an 
exceſſive Joy when he heard me ſay ſo, and taking me 
by the Hand, which I put forth to him with much Aﬀec- 
tion, We have conquered, valiant Arſaces, (ſaid he) 
ſince you fay you'll fight for us, and you are too ac- 
- cultomed to Victory, to let us fear an ill Succeſs of this 
War, while you are of our Party. If there be any In- 
Juſtice in our Quarrel, I proteſt to you *tis more than [ 
know of, and that I am engaged in it only by my Friend- 
ſhip to Perdiccas, whom I have ever known too vertuous 
to be ſuſpeted of thoſe Crimes whereof his Enemies 
accuſe him. | 

When he had ſaid theſe Words, he cauſed that Sove- 
reign Herb to be made ready; but preſently after, he be- 

an to doubt whether I might ſafely uſe it, aud whe- 
ther I ought not to ſuſpect ſome foul Play in an Enemy's 
Preſent, The Knowledge he gave me of his Fear, 
= | - wrought 
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wrought no Effect upon me; but haſtening the Chirur- 


gions to apply that Remedy, My Enemy is too gallant 


(ſaid I) to be ſuſpected of ſuch a Baſeneſs ; and if you 


had ſeen how he maintains his Intereſts with his Sword, 


you would not believe he had any need of Poiſon, or 
that the Uſe of it were known to him. On this Man- 
ner did I accept the Preſent you fent me, and made no 
Difficulty to receive my Life from you, that I might be 
able to imploy it once more to the Deſtruction of yours. 
I confeſs my Reſolution was ſomething ſtrange in the 


Choice of that Party; and tho' I knew that I ow'd my 


Life perhaps to Seleucus, and that he continued to en- 
gage me further by all kind of Teſtimonies of his Aﬀec- 
tion, that Reſpect was not ſtrong enough to make me 
take up Arms for Men, who probably were the Enemies 
of our Houſe ; and the Memory of what I ow'd to my 
own Blood, and to the Friendſhip of Perſons fo near me, 
was powerful enough to counterbalance my Obligations 
to Seleucus; but my enraged Paſſion ſtifled all Remem- 
brances, to thruſt me headlong to my Revenge; and 
living for no other End but to die in the Preſence of 
Berenice, after I had firſt made an End of him who had 
ſo unjuſtly robb'd me of her, I ſhut my Eyes againſt 
whatſoever Reaſon and Nature could repreſent. Let all 
periſh (ſaid 1) if the Gods ordain it ſo, ſince Berenice is 
falſe, and ſince J muſt no longer hope for that Fortune, 
whereby I have ſurviv'd the Ruin of our Houſe, what 
is't to me if it be utterly deſtroy'd; and why ſhould I 
any more be concerned at any thing in the World, 
where I am detained by nothing elſe but my Deſire of 
Revenge? They on both Sides are equally my Enemies, 
ſmce they have equally endeavour'd the Deſtruction of 
our Family, and they equally poſſeſs the Dominions that 
were ours; and if I ought to put any Difference between 
them, the Obligation I have to Seleucus, ought to make 
it wholly in Favour of his Party. Yet do I neither 
fight for Seleucus, nor for Perdiccas, againſt Ptolomens, 
and againſt Lyſmachus; but among the Enemies of Seleu- 
rus and Perdiccas 1 ſeek mine own moſt cruel and irre- 
concileable Enemy. If the Gods permit that I may kill 
him, T'11 ceaſe to offend my Family, by ceaſing to out- 

| | . | live 
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live him; and if I periſh by his Hand, the End of my 
Faults, and the End of my Misfortunes will both be 
join'd together in that of my Life. 

Beſides theſe 8 which were inſpired unto me 
by my Deſpair, I reflected as much as it would ſuffer 
me, upon many Things that confirmed me in the Deſign 
of ſerving the Party, contrary to that of my Enemy; 
and tho' I had very juſt Cauſes of Reſentment againſt 
Roxana, I ſmother'd part of thoſe I had againſt Perdiccas, 
and could not remember that his Love had thruſt him 
vpon Actions that were diſpleaſing to the Queen my 
Siſter, without remembring alſo, that both ſhe and Pa- 
ri/atis were indebted to him for their Lives, and that 
but for the Aſſiſtance he had given them, I ſhould have 
been the only Perſon remaining of the Blood of Darius. 
Moreover, I believed that the Love which he and his 
Brother bore my Siſters, would engage them ſtill in their 
Defence; and that if they were at that Time in their 
Hands, they were ſafer there againſt Roxana's Hatred, than 
in any other Retreat whatſoever. I communicated none 
of theſe Thoughts to Selexcus, tho' his Virtue might have 
given me a great deal of Confidence in him, not thinkin 
it convenient, for the little Time I had reſolved to live, 
and in the Condition I then was, to make any further 
L iſcovery of my ſelf; I faid not a Word to him of my 
Combate againſt Perdiccas, nor of that I knew of the 
Princeſs s being alive, whom for all your Declaration 
every body believed dead, or at leaſt feign'd to believe 
ſo. Perdiceas had never ſeen my Face, and tho' we have 
often met and talked together ſince, he ſtill continued 
ignorant that I ever had any Encounter with him: Vet 
you eaſily imagine, that ſo were Roxana and him; and 
in the midſt of ſo many Men, whom their Intereſt was 
ſure to make my Enemies, I could not be without a great 
deal of Danger; but you alſo know, that as I car'd but 
little for my Life, I took but little Care of its Conſerva- 
tion. Yet did I deſire (aiming at nothing leſs than my 
Safety) to avoid the Sight of Roxana, and of all others 
that could know me; and Seleucus, of whom I daily re- 
queſted that Favour, being willing to ſatisfy me, ordered 
the Matter ſo, that I was viſited by none but his parti- 

: | cular 


Book V. CASSANDRA. 319 
cular Friends. The Report, nevertheleſs, of my lying 
wounded at Seleucus's Houſe, began to ſpread about the 
Town; and that ſmall-Repuration I had gain'd, was the 
Cauſe that many had a Mind to ſee me. Roxana herſelf, 
who out of Cunning flatters thoſe with great Civility 
whom ſhe has a Deſire to engage in her Party, had often- 
times a Thought to viſit me; but Selexcus, at my earneſt 
Intreaty, diſſuaded her from it, ſafing I was not yet fo 
well as to receive her Viſits without Inconveniency. 

In the mean Time, Brother,' your Medicine had 
wrought its uſual Effect upon me; and within Ten or 
Twelve Days after the applying that Herb, I was well 
enough to leave my Bed. Perdiccas who was cured al- 
moſt about that Time, was the firſt that viſited me, and 
came into my Chamber with Seleucus, Alcetas, and Caſ- 
ſander, and ſome other of the molt conſiderable among 
them. He entertained me with the civileſt and mo 
obliging Diſcourſes in the World, and told me that my 
Reputation had come to the Ears of Alexander, and 
had not only gain'd me the Eſteem of that Great King, 

but of all vertuous Perſons whatſoever, that he received 
the Aſſiſtance I made him hope for, as the chiefeſt Step 
to Victory, that he would reſign ms all the Authority he 
held over thoſe of his Party, and that there was none 
among them who would not voluntatily ſubmit to me. 
J anſwered that Exceſs of Civility, with all that I had 
left in the ſorrowful Condition of my Heart, and affur'd 
him in a few Words, that I would ſerve him without 
any Command, and without other Ambition than that 
of fighting by Seleucus's Side, After that Viſit I receiv'd 
many others from him ; but as ſoon as the Forces were 

come up, finding my ſelf able to leave my Chamber, I 
pray'd Seleucus I might go out of the Town to encamp 
with them, and to lie in his Tent, which with thoſe of 
the other Princes, were pitch'd along the Bank of the 
Euphrates. There I paſs'd many tedious Days, or rather 
many weariſome Nights, ſince my Soul was nothing but 
in Darkneſs, or at the beſt enlightned only by ſome Hope 
of Revenge. Criton, who had already told me that my 
Enemy was not Arſacomes, confirm'd it to me after he 
had ſeen him again with Clitopbhon, when he carried him 
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Thanks for the Favour he had done me, and I was alrea- 
dy perſuaded of it, by the Tryal I had made of his Forces, 
and by the admirable Generoſity of that Rival, who in 
all his Actions, methought, was very different from Arſa- 
comte yet tho I doubted not of what Criton ſaid, I 
knew ttt what to believe, when the Report came into 
our Camp, that a Scythian Prince nam'd Arſacomes, was 
with our Enemies, and very much conſider'd among 
them. This News, which came to us many ſeveral ways, 
put me at firſt into great Diſquiets, to learn the Truth 
of it ; but in the End I baniſh'd them all, ſticking cloſe 
to my former Reſolutions. Let him be Arſacomes, (ſaid I) 
or let him be a Stranger, tis ſtill he that takes Berenice 
from me, and he whom I ovght to proſecute to Death. 
In the Perſon of Arſacomes I ſhall kill my ancient Enemy, 
and in that of a Stranger I ſhall puniſh the cruel Man, 
who unjuſtly robs me of what he has not purchaſed by 
his Blood and Services, as I have done, and who makes 
Berenice a Thouſand Times more faulty by ſuch a horri- 
ble Lightneſs than if ſhe had given her ſelf to Arſacomes, 
who has lov'd and ſerv'd her many Years. Theſe were 
my Thoughts, till the Time of my Conference with Lyſ- 
machus the Day before the Battle. Seleucus had told me 
the Hiſtory of that Prince ; and beſides the Eſteem 
which was cauſed in me by the Recital of his gallant 
Actions, the Affection he had teſtified to my Siſter, and 
to all our Family, made me value him exceedingly ; but 
when I found by his Letter, that it was he with whom I 
had contracted a Friendſhip at the Temple of Apollo, and 
afterward by the River-fide, I received the Occaſion of 
ſeeing him with all the Joy I could then be capable of; 
you from him have heard what paſs'd between us, and 
how our Converſation was interrupted, and from me 
ou ſhall hear, that after we parted, the Remembrance 
of his Words put me again into my former Confuſion, 
and I could not call to Mind what he had ſaid of the 
long Services my Rival had done my Princeſs, without 
| believing it was Arſacomes. The laſt Actions (ſaid I to 
my ſelf) which I did in Scythia, till which my Paſſion 
was never openly declared, were done too. lately to. be 


come to the Knowledge of Ly/imachus ; and Arſacomes's 
Paſſion, 
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paſſion, which has been diſcover'd theſe Seven or Eight 
Years, can be unknown to no body but thoſe that 
know not him, 'tis Arſacomes without doubt. Criton has 
forgotten his Features, or elſe his Face is alter'd by 
his Wounds, or ſome other Accident, and with his Face,, 
the Gods to ruin me, have chang'd his Forces, and his 
Courage, Tis certainly this advantageous Change that 
has alſo chang'd Berenice, and this new Gallantry may 
have obtain'd that of her, which he never could have 

done by his ordinary Qualities. With Diſcourſes and 
Thoughts of this Nature, I impatiently waited for the 
next Day, wherein I hoped to make my Revenge famous 
to Eternity; but being I ſought for nothing but to 
meet my Enemy, I would needs have fought as a pri- 
vate Man, and 'twas almoſt by Force that Seleucus pre- 
vail'd with me to ſhare with him in the Command of 
thoſe Troops he was to lead. I will not ſay any thing 


to you of that bloody Day, wherein, after I had long 


ſought the ſuppoſed Arſaco nes, I met him, but to my 
Loſs and to my Confuſion ; yet you may gueſs by what 
I have. told you, and by what I attempted, with how 
great an Extremity of Anger and Affliction I have been 
tormented fince, When I knew that the Gods had ſay'd 
my Enemy from my Revenge that ſecond Time, I was 
ready to have turn'd all the Effects of my Deſpair, a- 


gainſt my ſelf; and 'twas with all the Difficulty in the: 
World, that Seleucus got me to ſuffer the Dreſſing of 


ſome light Hurts I had received. Prom my firſt Tranf- 
ports, I fell into new Deſigns, and began to condemn 
the Ways I had taken for my Revenge. The Injuſtice 
of the Side I was of, was more known to me than it had: 


been before; and when I heard that Prince Oxyartes, my 
Uncle, and all thoſe that lov'd the Memory of Darius, 


were of your Party, and that your Intention appear'd to 
ine to be ſuch as you had declared in your Manifeſts,. I 
with Remorſe perceived that my Paſſion had made me 
criminal and ingrateful, and that my Fault was tao odi- 
ous to the Gods, to hope they would ever grant me the 


Revenge I aim'd at, and in which T had bounded my 
Friends, ingrate- 


ul Artaxerxes (ſaid I) and give not that Advantage to 
O5 thins- 


utmoſt Deſires. Fight no more againſt. thy 
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322 CASSANDRA Part IV. 
thine Enemy, to ſerve thy Houſe, at hile il ou art fatouring 
t Enemies. The Choice be has made of that Party, ought 
to make thee bluſh for Shame , and if he be worthy of thy 
Hatred, by Wrongs that are mere conſiderable than the Ser- 
vices be does thy Friends, ſet thy [elf againſt his Perſon alone, 
without fighting ſtill againſt thy neareſt Kindred, and againſt 
thoſe that have taken Arms for the Remainders of thy Fa- 
mily. Go, ard diſpatch him in his Tent, ſince without Crime 
thou canſt not fray here till a ſecond Battle, and that thy In- 
patiency will not yield to ſo long a Delay; perhaps the Gods 
may ſuffer thee to effect what thou haſt reſolv d; and if they 
bade decreed that thou muſt fall, thy Death will be more 
#o thy Advantage that Way, than if thou ſhouldſt receive it 
at the Head of the Enemies of thy Houſe, from the Hands 
F Oxyartes, or of ſome other Prince of thine own Blood. 

This Deſign was put in Execution, and the next Day 
without thinking ſo much as upon Criton (ſo far had my 


Fury blinded me) while he was gone to ſome other Part 


of the Camp, I put on my Arms, got on Horſeback, 
and being fully reſolv'd to be killd, or kill my Rival, I 
left our Camp, and advanc'd directly toward yours. 
There was little Probability I could effect that Enter- 
prize, but the Regard J had of Lite, was a great deal leſs ; 
and equally deſiring my Death and my Revenge, I ran to 
both with a like Precipitation. | | 
T ſhall not need to tell you any more (continued Ar- 
faces) fince you are not ignorant of the reſt ; and that 
you know as well as I, the admirable Change that has 
happen'd in my Fortune. Where I ſought my cruel Enc- 
my, I met my deareſt Brdther ; where I ſought a faithleſs 
Berenice, I found Berenice ſtil!l conſtant, and ſtill full of 
Goodneſs, to pardon me the Tnjuries I have done her ; 


and in ſhort, where I ſought my Death, I found my Life, 
- but a Life happy beyond all my Hopes, and a Life that 


makes me bleſs all my paſt Afflictions, ſince I ſee them 


brought to ſo ſweet, fo glorious a Concluſion. 


The End of the Fifth BOOK. 
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The Continuation of the Fourth Part of 


CASSANDRA 


BOOK VI. 


Hus dia the Prince finiſh his long Nar- 
ration; and his Tlluſtrious Hearers, at 


1 1 5 55 the Recital of his marvellous Actions, re- 
2 S main'd in an Aſtoniſhment, which for a 


ASSAM? long Time they could not expreſs other- 
" wiſc than by their Silence. They look'd 


a while upon one another, as if it had been mutually to 
ask wh..t Judgment Arſaces was to expect of thoſe his 
Wonders ; and in the End, they broke forth all together 
Into an Admiration of that Prince's whole Life, and of 
all his particular Actions, extolling them with Praiſes 


which his Modeſty could not ſuffer. Yer was he con- 


ſtrain'd to let paſs the firſt Motions of thoſe generous 


Perſons, who could not hold their Peace, having ſo great 
and ſo gallant a Subject to diſcourſe of. After that Con- 


Auſion 
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ſuſion was a little over, and that a ſingle Body could be 
heard, The Greatneſs of theſe Actions (ſaid Oroondates ) 
which the Prince my Brother hath related, has not at all 
furprized me; for tho' perhaps they are above all that 
the Virtue of any Man, without the Help of Fortune, 
hath ever executed, yet are they not above the Opinion I 
had conceived of Prince Arraxerxes. The Gods have re- 
ſtor'd him to me, ( purfued he, giving that Prince moſt 
aflectionate Embraces) and in reſtoring him, contrary to 
my Hopes, they have made known to Men, what exact 
Obſervers they are of their Promifes. The Words of that 
Oracle, which we thought to be ſo obſcure, are now 
ſufficiently explain'd ; and in our latter Actiens we can- 
not be ignorant, That THE DEAD have BUILT THE 
FORTUNE OF THE LIVING, and that THE LIVING 
have labeured for the REPOSE OF THE DEAD. 
While Oroondates LIVING defended Berenice againſt the 
Violence of Arſacomes, and deliver'd her out of his Hands, 
te reftore her into thoſe of Prince Artaxerxes; Artaxerxes 
DEAD in the Opinion of the World, fought alſo for 
Oroondutes, and by the Effects of his uſual. Valour, freed 
the Queen his Siſter out of the Power of Perdiccas. As 
the Providence of the Gods in this Encounter is wonder- 
ful, ſo is the Conjuncture of it likewiſe very ſtrange ; 
and by this happy Beginning, I, from the ſame Gods, and 
from this DEAD Prince they have raiſed again, expect 
the End of that Felicity they have promiſed us, with an 
undoubting Confidence. They that heard Orvondates's 
Words, aftcr they had kept him Company in admiring ſo 
extraordinary an Event, confirm'd him in his Opinion, 
and were going to fall into a Converſation, for which 
they wanted not Matter, when Arſaces, to whom Bere- 
ace s Adventures were unknown, and who was therein 
too much concerned to be ignorant, of them any longer, 
deſired her to favour him with that Relation, and in that 
Deſire he did but prevent Oroondates, who knew no more 
of them than he, and oblig'd the Company who long'd 
extremely to hear the laſt Accident of that Princeſs's Life. 
She ſtaid not to be any longer entreated; but after ha- 
ving thought a while upon what ſhe had to ſay, began 
ts ſgyisfy their Expectations thus: | 
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HE whole Day has been ſpent in Prince 
' Artaxerxes's Story; but mine ſhall be fo 
ſhort, that tis not the Length of it will 
make it tedious to you. | 
I ſhall not need to tell you it was Ar- 
fſacomes that carried me away, ſince you 
are certain enough of that Truth already ; I will only 
let you know, that I had paſs'd Part of that fatal Night 
in which he executed his perfidious Reſolution, with 
Arſaces, Prince Carthaſis my Uncle, and many other Per- 
ſons; and that after all were retired to their ſeveral 
Lodgings, I, inſtead of going to Bed, ingag'd my ſelf in 


a long Diſcourſe, wherein (tho' Cyllenia often defired me 


to go to Bed) we ſpent Two or Three Hours: It ſeem'd 
my evil Deſtiny had ſo ordain'd, to give my Enemies 
the more Facility to execute their Deſign, or my good 
Fortune to hinder me from falling into their Hands in an 
undecent Manner. Our Converſation at laſt was at an 
End, and we were beginning to undreſs us to go to Bed, 

when I ſaw my 8 thruſt open, and ſeven or 
eight armed Men come in. You may well enough ima- 


gine in what a Fear I was, without my going about to 
| | | repre- 
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326 CASSANDRA Part IV. 
repreſent it; therefore I will only tell you, that it was 
ſo great as it deprived me of all my Strength, and that I 
ſaw my ſelf in a Man's Arms, without being able to re- 
ſiſt him, and almoſt. without having the Confidence to 
call Theomiris, and Cyllenia to my Relief: Yet did 1 
fend forth loud Cries, when they took me out of my 
Chamber, which drew ſome of my Servants, who inſtead 
of Reſcuing me, found their Death in the Swords of 

thoſe barbarous Men. They carry'd me down the back 
Stairs, croſs'd thro' the Garden, and being got out at the 
Hole they had made in the Wall, they put me by Force 
into a Chariot, in which I was ſtay'd for by two Men 
and a Woman ; and no ſooner was I in it, but three of 
thoſe Raviſhers placing themſelves by me, the reſt got 
on Horſeback, and the Charioteer laſhing his Horlſes, 
drove away as faſt as poſſibly he could; I then fell pre- 
ſently into a Swoon, as one of greater Courage than I 
might have done, and continued 1o long in it, that we 
were above Three Hundred Furlongs from Yedon before 
I came to my ſelf again. I open'd not mine Eyes to 
recover Light, the Night was too tull of Darkneſs to af- 
ford any to a Perſon blinded with Griet ; but I reco- 
ver'd my Underſtanding, to know the miſerable Condi- 
tion I then was in, and I open'd my Mouth to give my 
ſelf over to fuch Cries and ſuch Complaints, as it was 
likely I ſhould make in ſuch a Misfortune, I did all I 
could to throw my ſelf out of the Chariot, but I was 
held by very ſtrong Men, who heard all my Cries, and 
all my Imprecations, without giving me any Anſwer ; 
nor did J hear any other Voice, fave that of the Woman 
who was in the Chariot wich me, and who endeavour'd 
to comfort me by Diſcourſes, to which I lent no manner 
of Attention. | 
In the mean Time the Chariot went on with an in 
credible Swiftneſs, -and at Break of Day we came to 
a Place where they took freih Horſes. Arſacomes, du- 
ring the Time he had to prepare for his Delign, had been 
careful to make them be laid at every Three Hundred 
Furlongs thro' all the Way he meant to go, judging 
it requiſite to uſe all poſſible Speed to eſcape thoſe 
that would be ſent in Purſuit of him. He had alſo 
| 5 5 furniſn d 
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furniſh'd himſelf with very skilſul Guides, and ſuch as 
were well-acquainted with all the By-ways thro* which 
they led him, hardly ever coming into any inhabited 
Place ; you know that's a very eaſy thing in Scythia, 
where the Way lies open over all the Fields, and where 
there is neither Ditch nor Wall to hinder one. The 
freſh Horſes expected our Paſſage in Woods, or in By- 
Houſes known to our Guides ; and by this Order which 
was obſerv'd through all our Journey, Arſacomes found 
as much Facility as he could wiſh, to get to Byzantium, 
whither he intended to retreat, and whither he had ſent 
a Man to deſire Protection, knowing he could make no 
Abode, nor find any Safety in any of my Father's Ter- 
ritories. This Knowledge had made him reſolve to re- 
tire among the Enemies of Scythia, and he had perſuaded 
the Lieutenant of Thrace, Zcpirio's Succeſſor, to receive 
and protect him, having promis'd to raiſe a Party in 
Scythia, that might be powerful enough to take Revenge 
for the Defeat of his Predeceſſor. I have thought fit to 
inform you of theſe Things in a few Words, before 1 
rell the Beginning of my Voyage ; and now I will let 
you know, that after the reſt of that firſt Night was 
paſt, I, by the Light of the approaching Day, perceived 


my ſelf in Arſacomes's Arms, and knew the Face of my 


Enemy, who till then had not diſcover'd himſelf, nor 
had ever open'd his Mouth to interrupt the Lamentations 
I had made. I learn'd nothing by that Sight, which 
was not known to me already by all manner of Probabi- 
lity ; yet could I not forbear to break into a greater 
Sorrow than before; and my Averſion to that inſolent 
Man being inereaſed, as you may — by this laſt 
Offence, made his Preſence inſupportable to me. Ano- 
ther Woman, tranſported as I was, would have flown 
immediately at his Face, and would have employ'd her 


Hands, and all the Arms that Nature hath given us, to 
take Revenge upon ſo crnel an Enemy, or elſe to exaſpe- 


rate his Anger; but I am not of ſo violent a Nature, and 
therefore left that only to my Cries and Tears, which 
T could not hope for from my Forces: Traytor, (faid I, 
burſting forth into Tears) Traytor to thy King, to-thy 


Country, and to thine Honour, Is it thus thou uſeſt the 
fe] Daughter 
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Daughter of thy Sovereign, and a Princeſs to whom 
thou did'ſt profeſs thy ſelf ty d by other Duties than thoſe 
of her Birth? Are theſe the brave Effects of that Paſſion, 
which had made thee not to know thy ſelf, and of that 
Love which raiſed thy preſumptuous Thoughts ſo high? 
Is it poſſible it ſhould make thee ſtoop to ſo black, fo 
ſhameful a Treachery * Doſt thou think this Infidelity 
to thy King, and to a King who has fo particularly 
oblig'd thee, can remain unpuniſh'd ? And canſt thou 
believe thou ſhalt eſcape the Juſtice of the Gods, though 
thou fave thy ſelf from that of Men? I ſaid a great deal 
more to him, and pour'd forth Reproaches which he 
hearken'd to, without interrupting me : But when I was 
a lictle ſettled, or at leaſt when being tir'd with lon 

ſpeaking, and tormenting my ſelf, I was conſtrain'd to 
hold my Peace and take Breath; Madam, (ſaid he) I 
ſhould find a great deal of Juſtice in your Reproaches, 
and ſhould condemn this laſt Action of mine, if I had 
done it in a leſs Extremity than that you had reduc'd me 
to, and if a Seryice of Eight Years, and a Service paid 
with as much Reſpe& and Submiſſion as you could deſire, 
were not enough to juſtify this Effect of my Deſpair. 

So long as I had any Hope, you never ſaw me abufe 
the King's Favour toward me, nor licenſe my ſelf to any 
Liberty that could diſpleaſe you; but when I loſt my 
Hopes, both by your cruel Obſtinacy, and by the King's 
diſhonourable Change, I to extreme Misfortunes apply'd 
Remedies of the ſame Nature, and would not leave unto 
my Rival what was, due to me, both by my Services, 
and by the King your Father's Promiſe. In ſhort, Ma- 
dam, I have done nothing that I can juſtly repent of, 
nor for which I ought to fear any Reproach ; and rather 
than leave you to my Rival, I would not only have pull'd 
you out of the King's own Arms, but would even have 
ſacrific'd himſelf to my lawful Reſentments, have made 
the whole Kingdom periſh, and have ſet all Scythia on 
Fire, if it had been in my Power. Ah! Thou unworthy 
Man, (reply'd I) if thou couldſt not endure to leave me 
in the Hands of thy Rival, thou ſhouldſt have pull'd me 


out of them, as once he pull'd me out of thine ; thou 
Houldſt have undertaken that againſt him alone, which 


he 
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he undertook againſt thee at the Head of thine Army; 
and thou ſhouldſt have diſputed me like a Prince, and 
like a valiant Man as he is, ſince thou knew'ſt he never 
would have refuſed thoſe Occaſions. I would willingly 
have made uſe of them ( ſaid Arſacomes) if they could 
have been any Advantage to my Paſſion; and as valiant, 


and as fortunate as Arſaces is, he never ſaw me run 


away from him; nor did the Scyih;ans ever ſee Arſacomes 
turn his Back in the greateſt Dangers ; but if I had fought 


with Arſaces, Berenice would not have been the Prize of 


my Victory, ſince the King's Injuſtice had otherwiſe 
diſpoſed of her; and that by his expreſs Command he 


| hal utterly extinguiſh'd all my Hopes: By taking that 


Courſe, tho' I might have reveng'd my felf upon mine 
Enemy, I had not obtained my Princeſs ; but by this I 
have followed, Berenice is mine, and Arſaces is more cru- 
elly puniſh'd, than if T had given bim a Thouſand Deaths. 
Berenice thine * (cry'd I, interrupting him) Berenice 
thine? Ah! never hope it; and fince thou haſt ſeen her 
reſiſt her Father's Will, while he was ſo far blinded as 
to favour thee, and while thou wert leſs criminal than 
now thou art, be certain that ſhe knows well enough 
how to defend her ſelf by her Death againſt thy Vio- 


ence, and againſt thy Perſecutions ; and that ſo long as 


ſhe lives, ſhe will never look upon thee as other than a 
Monſter, and as an Enemy, black with the baſeſt of all 
Crimes. Time ( replied Arſacomes) and the Continua- 
tion of my Reſpects, will, without doubt, abate your 
unjuſt Anger, and you will ceaſe to hate me, when you 
come to conſider, that tis the Exceſs of my Love which 
forces me to diſpleaſe you, in taking you away from a 
Ri val more fortunate than J am, but which ſhall never 
make me go beyond the Limits of that Reſpect J owe you, 
and which ſhall ever leave you the ſame Empire over me 
you had in the Court of the King your Father. By 
theſe Words, Arſacomes ſtrove to appeaſe and comfort 


me; but all his Endeavours were to no Purpoſe ; and as 


often as he opened his Mouth to ſpeak to me, he receiv'd 


no other Anſwer but Reproaches and Imprecations. 
I continued almoſt Two whole Days, before I would 
eat any thing in the World; and certainly I ſhould have 


kill'd 
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kill'd my ſelf with Hunger, rather than have fram'd 
my ſelf with Hunger, rather than have fram'd my ſelf 
to live with my crue] Enemies, if I had not hoped [ 
ſhould be retain'd, and if I had not expected marvellous 
Effects from Arſaces for my Deliverance, Arſacomes to 
uſe me with the more Decency, and not to keep a Prin- 
ceſs of my Quality alone among a great many Men, had 
taken Care, as I have told you, to provide a Woman to 
ſerve me. I knew her well enough, having ſeen her 
often with the Princeſs of the 1/eaons, Arſacomes's Mo- 
ther; but tho? ſhe did me all the Service ſhe was able, 
with a great deal of Cunning, and in Shew with a great 
deal of Affection, I could not receive it but as from my 
mortal Enemy; and whereſoever I look'd upon her, 
the Remembrance of Meomiris and CyHenia, whoſe Con- 
ſolations would have been ſo ſweet to me in that Con- 
dition, drew new Tears from my Eyes, and new Sighs 
from my atflited Heart, Alas! How often did I name 
 Arſaces ! And how often did I call him unprofitably to 
my Aſſiſtance ! I made no Diihculty at all of it before 
Arſacomes himſelf, and I fo little fear'd to diſpleaſe him, 
that I never uſed any Conſtraint upon my ſelf to ſmother 
my juſt Reſentments. His whole Train conſiſted of Ten. 
Men, whom he had choſen amongſt thoſe that were moſt 
faithful to him, Three of which were in the Chariot 
with us, and the reſt follow'd it on Horſeback ; he, of 
whom he made moſt Account, was Afizages, the wick- 
edeſt of all Men living, and one who having left his 
Country, where he was born, for many Crimes he had 


committed, and particularly for the Death cf his Bro- 


ther, which he had cauſed by his miſchievous Practices, 
had taken Refuge in Sctbia, where he had found a Re- 
treat with Arſacomes, during the Time he was in Fa- 
vour. Twas he who had diſcover'd Arſaces, and who 
remembring the Face of Artaxerxes, whom he had oſten 
ſeen in the Court of the King his Father, had more con- 
ſidered the Recompences he hoped for from Arſacomes, 
than the Fidelity he ow'd to his lawful Prince, and after 
he had told him of it, went by his Orders to the King, 
declared the Truth of Arſaces's Birth to him, took upon 
him to know the Intentions that had brought him into 

Scythia, 
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Scythia, and by his Diſcourſe made thoſe cruel Impreſſions 
in the King's Mind, which afterwards cauſed fo many 
Diſorders. He, after Ar/aces's Return, and his Recon- 
ciliation with the King, had retir'd to. one of Ar/acomes's 
Houſes, not being able to look on the Face of his 
Prince, whom he had betray'd ; but from the Time Ar- 


acomes left the Court, he had been with him again, and 


by his Perſuaſions had ſtrengthen'd him in his wicked 
Intention, and had counſell'd him to go to Byzantium, 
where, by Means of his Acquaintance, he aſſur'd him of 
a ſale Retreat. Twas that wicked Fellow that perſe- 
cuted me more than all the reſt ; and thinking thereby 
to gain himſelf more Favour with Arſacomes, he wrought 
ſuch an Averſion in me, that I was not able to endure 
him. I will not trouble you with the Diſcourſes we had 
by the Way, and you ſhall only know that we arriv'd at 
Byzantium without any Hindrance. Eurimedon was 
Lieutenant there for Alexander, under Prince Lyſimachus, 
who was Vice-Roy of Thrace ; but he being abſent with 
the King, Eurimedon was abſolute in Thrace, and in the 
Boſpkorus ; as foon as he heard of Arſacomes's Arrival, he 
receiv'd him in a very obliging Manner, and by Word 
of Mouth confirm'd whatſoever he had promiſed to his 
Meſſenger : I was ever well lodg'd, and Eurimedon ha- 
ving taken Care to furniſh me with other Women, I was 
ſerv'd as well as I could have deſired, if it had not been 
by Enemies. Arſacomes daily employ'd all his Eloquence, 


and all his Cunning to work upon me; he bethought 


himſelf of all the Submiſſions whereby an exaſperated 
Mind could be appeaſed, and made no Difficulty of ſuf- 
fering any thing, except the Propoſition of my Return, 
and of my Liberty, 

The impudent Aſtiages ſollicited me every Day to fa- 
your him, and perſuaded me that in the Condition I then 
was, nothing could be of greater Advantage to me than 
to marry Arſacomes: He told me, it was not my beſt 


Courſe to drive a Prince into Deſpair, who had Power to 


do what he pleaſed himſelf; and that a Lover reduc'd 
to the laſt Extremities, was capable of doing any thing; 


but I repulſed that perfidious Man with ſuch Words, as, 


if he had had any Shame in him, would have ſerv'd his 
Z | Turn 
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332 CASSANDRA Part IV. 
Turn for ever. Eurimedon himſelf at firſt ſpake for 4. 
ſacomes with a great deal of Earneſtneſs, and ſtrove to 
win me to an Opinion that I ſhould not be unforty. 
nate with a Prince-that adored me, and .1n whoſe Favour 
he offer d me his Protection againſt all Enemies whatſo. 
ever, and Part of Alexarder's Forces againſt Arſaces, and 
againſt the King my Father, it he diſapprov'd my Change, 
He endeavour'd alſo to comfort me in my Sorrow, by all 
manner of Civility ; but when he found me inflexible, 
and not to be comforted, he ceaſed to trouble me any 
more. I for a while believ'd that the Compaſlion he had 
of my Misfortune, or the Reſpe& he had of. my Perſon, 
had made him cooler towards Arſacomes; and with that 
Conceit, I endur'd his Company more willingly than 
before, but within a little after. I perceiv'd that Altera- 
tion proceeded from another Cauſe,, and by his Looks, 
and by all his Actions, I found that his own Intereſts had 
made him forget thoſe of Arſacomes. In brief, by an 
Effect of my Deſtiny, either good or bad, Eurimedon fell 
in Love with me, and I ſaw my ſelt expoſed by my 
cruel Fortune, to ſuffer the Affection of a Man of meaner 
Birth, and of meaner Quality than Arſacomes. He. for 
ſome Days ſpoke nothing to me of his Paſſion but in 
ambiguous 'Terms ; yet within a while after, the Power 
he ſaw. he had, made him grow inſolent, and not only 
took away all the Reſpect he had born to my Quality, 
but alſo the Conſideration. he had of Arſacomes, and the 
Promiſe he had given him. 'The firſt Time he explain'd 
himſelf to me, was after a Diſcourſe. we had of my Miſ- 
fortunes; and having quietly hearken'd to the Complaints 
IT made, Madam, (d he) you are not ſo unfortunate 
as you believe; and if you were but of an Humour to 
diſcern thoſe Perſons that have an Ambition to ſerve 
you, from thoſe that have offended you, your Miſeries 
would not be of any long Continuance. | 
Theſe Words, into the Meaning whereof I did not 
dive at firſt, gave me ſome Glimpfe of Hope; and be- 
ing deſirous to keep the Good-will of a Man who had 
Power to oblige me, Do not doubt, Eurimedon, (ſaid I) 
but that I am as ſenſible of Courteſies, as J can be of 


Injuries ; not but that I would fully acknowledge thoſe 
I ſhould 
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J ſhould receive from vertuous Perſons. If it be ſo, 
( replied he) Eurimedon will be the happieſt Man in the 
World, and you ſhall not be the moſt unfortunate 
Princeſs. I know what I owe to Arſacomes, and to the 
Laws cf Hoſpitality ; but I alſo know what I owe to 
Berenice, and to my ſelf ; and though I ſhould commit a 
Fault, that Paſſion wherewith Arſacomes covers his, may 
more reaſonably excuſe thoſe of Eurimedbn. 

Theſe Words, wherein there no longer was any Am- 
biguity, cauſed a Diſdain in me which I cannot expreſs, 
and it Eurimedon look'd then upon my Face, I am confi- 
dent he ſaw it overſpread with a Colour that was not 
ordinary. Go, Eurimedon, (ſaid I) go, declare your 
Paſſion to others than the Daughter of the King of Scy- 
thia, and re- double not by your Inſolence the Afflictions 
of a Princeſs, whom you' ought not to behold but with 
Reſpect. Though Eurimedon was daſh'd at this Reply, 
yet would he have ſpoken again, but I gave him not the 
ny Leiſure, for going away without ſo much as caſting. an 
Eye toward him, I ſhut my ſelf up into my Cloſer. 


or Imagine the Complaints I made after this laſt Effect of my 
in # Misfortune, and ſpare me the Pains of repeating them : 
er "Twas not without a very ſenüble Diſcontent that I 
lv conſider'd that new Conqueſt, nor was it without a 
„ great many Tears that I looked upon the Miſery of my 
e | Condition, which forced me to receive Declarations of 
d love from a Man of Eurimedon's Birth. Ah! Artaxerxes, 
- (faid I ) what an unworthy Rival has my hard Fate 


$ procured thee ? And how much thou wouldſt be aſhamed 
e if thou knewſt my Miſery, to have a Petty Lieutenant of 
0 a Province, thy Competitor in Affection, thou to whom 
p a Hundred Provinces, and Ten Thouſand Subjects more 
s conſiderable than this Rival, ought to yield Obedience. 
This Remembrance made Eurimedon more odious to me 
: than Arſacomes; and tho' according to the Rules of 
Prudence, I ovght perhaps to have diſſembled with him, 
to get by his Means out of the Power of Arſacomes, my 
fear of falling into worſe Hands than his, oppoſed that 
| Subtilty, or rather I had not command enough over my 
ſelf to make my Reſentments give Way to that Conſi- 


dera: ion: I therefore avoided all Diſcourſe with Eurime- 
| den, 
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332 CASSANDRA Part IV. 
Turn for ever. Eurimedon himſelf at firſt ſpake for 4. 
ſacomes with a great deal of Earneſtneſs, and ſtrove to 
win me to an Opinion that I ſhould not be unforty. 
nate with a Prince-that adored me, and .in whoſe Favour 
he offer d me his Protection againſt all Enemies whatſo. 
ever, and Part of Alexander's Forces againſt Arſaces, and 
againſt the King my Father, if he diſapprov'd my Change. 
He endeayour'd alſo to comfort me in my Sorrow, by all 
manner of Civility ; but when he found me inflexible, 
and not to be comforted, he ceaſed to trouble me any 
more. I for a while believ'd that the Compaſſion he had 
of my Misfortune, or the Reſpect he had of my Perſon, 
had made him cooler towards Arſacomes; and with that 
Conceit, I endur'd his Company more willingly than 
before, but within a little after. I perceiv'd that Altera- 
tion proceeded from another Cauſe,, and by his Looks, 
and by all his Actions, I found that his own Intereſts had 


made him forget thoſe of Arſacomes. In brief, by an 


Effect of my Deſtiny, either good or bad, Eurimedon fell 
in Love with me, and I ſaw my ſelf expoſed by my 
cruel Fortune, to ſuffer the Affection of a Man of meaner 
Birth, and of meaner Quality than Arſacomes. He for 
ſome Days ſpoke nothing to me of his Paſſion but in 
ambiguous Terms ; yet within a while after, the Power 
he ſaw he had, made him grow inſolent, and not only 
took away all the Reſpect he had born to my Quality, 
but alſo the Conſideration. he had of Arſacomes, and the 
Promiſe he had given him. 'The firſt Time he explain'd 
himſelf to me, was after a Diſcourſe. we had of my Miſ- 
fortunes ; and having quietly hearken'd to the Complaints 
I made, Madam, (Lid he) you are not ſo unfortunate 
as you believe; and if you were but of an Humour to 
diſcern thoſe Perſons that have an Ambition to ſerve 
you, from thoſe that have offended you, your Miſeries 
would not be of any long Continuance. 

Theſe Words, into the Meaning whereof I did not 
dive at firſt, gave me ſome Glimpſe of Hope; and be- 
ing deſirous to keep the Good-will of a Man who had 
Power to oblige me, Do not doubt, Eurimedon, (ſaid I) 
but that I am as ſenſible of Courteſies, as I can be of 
Injuries ; not but that I would fully acknowledge thoſe 

: I ſhould 
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J ſhould receive from vertuous Perſons. If it be ſo, 
( replied he) Eurimedon will be the happieſt Man in the 
World, and you ſhall not be the moſt unfortunate 
Princeſs. I know what I owe to Arſacomes, and to the 
Laws cf Hoſpitality ; but I alſo know what I owe to 
Berenice, and to my ſelf ; and though I ſhould commit a 
Fault, that Paſſion wherewith Arſacomes covers his, may 
more reaſonably excuſe thoſe of Eurimedon. 

Theſe Words, wherein there no longer was any Am- 
biguity, cauſed a Diſdain in me which I cannot expreſs, 


and it Eurimedon look'd then upon my Face, I am confi- 


dent he ſaw it overſpread with a Colour that was not 


ordinary. Go, Eurimedor, (ſaid 1) go, declare your 


Paſſion to others than the Daughter of the King of Scy- 
thia, and re- double not by your Inſolence the Afflictions 
of a Princeſs, whom you ought not to behold but with 
Reſpect. Though Eurimedon was daſh'd at this Reply, 
yet would he have ſpoken again, but I gave him not the 
Leiſure, for going away without ſo much as caſting. an 
Eye toward him, I ſhut my ſelf up into my Cloſer. 
Imagine the Complaints I made after this laſt Effect of my 
Misfortune, and ſpare me the Pains of repeating them : 
"Twas not without a very ſenſible Diſcontent that I 
conſider'd that new Conqueſt, nor was it without a 


great many Tears that I looked upon the Miſery of my 


Condition, which forced me to receive Declarations of 
Love from a Man of Eurimedon's Birth. Ah! Artaxerxes, 
(faid I ) what an unworthy Rival has my hard Fate 


'procured thee ? And how much thou wouldſt be aſhamed 


if thou knewſt my Miſery, to have a Petty Lieutenant of 
a Province, thy Competitor in Affection, thou to whom 
a Hundred Provinces, and Ten Thouſand Subjects more 
conſiderable than this Rival, ought to yield Obedience. 
This Remembrance made Eurimedon more odious to me 
than Ar/acomes ; and tho' according to the Rules of 
Prudence, I ought perhaps to have diſſembled with him, 
to get by his Means out of the Power of Arſacomes, my 
fear of falling into worſe Hands than his, oppoſed that 


Subtilty, or rather I had not command enough over my 


ſelf to make my Reſentments give Way to that Conſi- 
dera: ion: I therefore avoided all Diſcourſe with Eurime- 
| | don, 
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don, as carefully as with Arſaco mes; yet for all I ſnunn'd 
him, I could not keep him off, but growing more in. 
flam'd by that Reſiſtance, he omitted nothing that could 
advantage his Deſign; and having found me one Day 
alone at my Cloſet. window, whither he came to me ſo 
ſuddenly that I had not Time to get away, Madam, 
( faid he) it is in your own Power to be at Liberty, 
ald Sovereign in Byzant/um , and it you did not dif. 
dain my Services and my Perſon, I would quickly re- 
venze and free you from the Tyranny of Arſacomes. Al- 
tho I hated Arſacomes, as you well may judge, I confeſs 
J abhorr'd the Falſeneſs of Eurimedon, who voluntarily 
offer'd to betray a Man that had truſted him with his 
Life, and with that which was deareſt to him. This 
Knowledge made me hate him, and deſpiſe him the more; 
but thinking I ſhould be unwiſe to neglect the Means of 
recovering my Liberty, It you will ſerve Berenice, (ſaid 
I) as Vertue obliges you to do, the Gods will recom- 


penſe ſo good an Action, and the King my Father will 


neither want Power, nor Will to acknowledge it. I de- 


ſire nothing but Berenice (replied he) for the Price of 


her Liberty; and for a leſs Recompence than that, I 
would not undertake a thing which in Appearance is 
worthy to be condemned. Perhaps I am not ſo deſpica- 
ble as you believe, for tho' the Gods have not made me 
Owner of a Crown, I am allied to thoſe that are, and 
I ſerve a Maſter from whom I may poſlibly hope for one. 
Serve that Maſter then in that Hope ( ſaid I, being ex- 


tremely vext ) but never ſerve ſuch a Miſtreſs as Bere- 
mice, with Hope of a Recompence that is too far above 


you. With theſe Words J left him, and tho' he follow'd 


me to proſecute that Diſcourſe, I no longer would afford 


him any Attention. 1 | 
He was not at all the colder for my Diſdain; but his 
Paſſion rather increaſing to my Misfortune, he every 


Day gave me ſo many Signs of its Violence, that I had 
Aa gren deal of Reaſon to fear it might make him at 


laſt abuſe his Power. He began not long after to threa- 


ten me with it, or at leaſt to make me know by his 
Diſcourſe, that I ſhould not do well to drive a Man in- 
to Deſpair, who was able to do whatſoever he would, 
and 
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and that perhaps he could not always continue ſo much 
maſter of himſelf, as he had been fince the Beginning of 
his Love; and in the End it blinded him ſo far, that 
loſing all manner of Diſcrction, ic came at laſt to the 
Knowledge of Arſacomes. He was moſt violently tranſ- 


orted when he perceiv'd it; and as ſoon as that Belief ” 


was ſettled in his Mind, Rage and Indignation entred ſo 
powerfully With it, that he was ready to go and kill 


Eurimedon, tho he ſaw his infallible Ruin in that Action: 


Aſtiages diſſuaded him from that furious Reſolution, and 
it his Words were not able to moderate that Fury, they 
at leaſt wrought ſo far as to make him hearken to leſs 
deſperate Propolitions. Neither of them doubted but 
that there was a Neceſſity of leaving Byzaritium, and of 
ſecking a ſafer Retreat otherwhere, but they were a long 
Time e're they could think of one, and that Uncertaint 

kept them for ſome Days in a very great Trouble. In 
the End, Aſtiages thought he had light upon what they 
ſtudied for, and made a Motion to Arſacomes, which he 
gave Ear to, it not being without ſome Ground of Rea- 
ſon. Sir, (ſaid he) ſince you can find no Safety in 
Scythia, nor with any of the neighbouring Princes, whom 
the Conſideration of Maibeus would hinder from protect- 
ing you, make your Retreat to Alexander, he is no Friend 
to the King of Scythia, having loſt two Armies, and two 
Generals againſt him, and without doubt nothing but his 
great Employments have made him defer the Defign he 
has to invade his Territories: if you retire to him, and 
let him know that by the Credit, and by the Intelli- 
gence you hold in Scyzhia, you can facilitate his Con- 
queſt of it, he not only will hearken to your Propoſition, 
and receive you very favourably, but will conſider you 
as a Prince uſeful to the Augmentation of his Greatneſs, 
and protect you againſt the King of Scythia, and againſt 
all Enemies whatſoever. Moreover, when he ſhall bear 
that your Rival is the Son of Darius, whoſe Empire he 


now 1s Maſter of, and who while he is alive, may trou- 
ble him in that Poſſeſſion, you need not queſtion but 
he will help you againſt him with all his Power, and 
vſe all the Strength he has to ruin him. Having Alex- 


anders Aſſiſtance and Protection, there is nothing any 
| more 
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336 CAS SCN DRA Part IV. 
more to be fear d, for your chiefeſt Enemies will be too 
weak to hurt you when once you are ſo powerfully ſup- 
ported; he readily will give you Berenice, and if to the 
Intereſt of your Love you deſire to join that of your 
Revenge, you may ask him Juſtice againſt Euri medon's 
Infidelity. Arſacomes approv'd ſo well of this Counſel 
| of Aſtiages, that he immediately reſolv'd to follow it; 
and after having a Thouſand Times embrac'd the Giver 
! ef it, they began to deliberate what Courſe they ſhould 
| take to efcape from Byzantium, not doubting but if Euri- 
8 medon ſhould ſuſpect their Intent, his Love would make 
him oppoſe my Deparrure, and perhaps thruſt him upon 
worſe Reſolutions. 85 | 
When they had long conſulted, they at laſt agreed 
that Aſtiages, by a conſiderable Sum of Money, ſhould 
gain the Maſter of one of thoſe Barks that uſe to carry 
Perſons over the Paſs at Byzantium, that after having 
won him to his Devotion, he in the Night ſhould carry 
over the Chariot and the Horſes that had brought us, 
which ſhould be left on the other Side the Water, under 
the Cuſtody of ſome of his Servants, and that the next 
Night following they ſhould get me out of my Lodging, 
to go over altogether. in the ſame Bark. They found no 
great Difficulty in this Deſign, becauſe Eurimedon miſ- 
truſted nothing, and becauſe I ever had the Liberty to 
go abroad whitherſoever Ar/acomes would; beſides, by 
reaſon of the Tranquility they were in at that Time, 
there was no Guard kept either at the Gates or Haven, 
ſo that if Eurimedon were advertiſed of their Enterpriſe, 
it was not eaſy for him to prevent it. Aſtiages went away 
immediately abour it; and had as fortunate Succeſs as 
he could wiſh, that very Day he gain'd the Maſter of a 
| Bark by a conſiderable Preſent, and having diſpoſed him 
to all that he deſir'd, he at Night ſent the Chariot over, 
and the Horſes, which he truſted to the Care of three of 
Arſac. mess Servants, who by his Direction ſet them up 
in one of thoſe Houſes, that are about Fifty Furlongs 
from the little Town on this Side of the Water. Arſa- 
comes paſs'd the next Nay in a great deal of Fear and 
| Impatiency, and when Night was come, Eurimedon and 
i he ſtaid in my Chamber til] the Hour I was wont to 
| | . retire ; 
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retire ; then they both withdrew together, but Euri me- 


don went to his Lodging, and Arſacomes, having walk'd 
Two or Three Turns in my Gallery, came again into my 


Chamber with Aſtiages; his Return cauſed ſome Appre- 


henſion in me, not being uſed to ſee him come back at 
ſuch an Hour; but he quickly put me out of Doubt, and 
coming to me with ſomething a troubled Countenance, 
Madam, (ſaid he) all your Servants are not fo full of 
Reſpect as Arſacomes ; for tho' the Power my Fortune 
has given me, has not made me forgetful of that I owe 
you, Eurimedon cannot ſay the ſame; he is reſolv'd, Ma- 
dam, to take that by Violence, which he has not been 
able to obtain by Perſuahon, and if you ſtay here but a 
Day longer, you'll feel the Effects ot that Authority you 
now are under. I know I ſhall die in your Defence, 


but my Deati will not be able to ſecure you; therefore 


I had rather give up all my Hopes, and-carry you back: 
to the King your Father, than leave you to the Mercy of 
this faithleſs Man. Diflembling Arſacomes had coined 
this Invention, for fear I ſhould cry out, or make any 


| Noiſe when he ſhould take me out of my Chamber; 


and the Probability I found in what he ſaid, by the 
Knowledge I had of Eurimedon's Paſſion, made me imme- 
diately believe him. I praiſed the Gods for putting him 
into ſo good a Mind, and looking upon him with a 


Countenance very different from what I ordinarily af- 


forded him: If it be true, (ſaid I) that you will re- 
ſtore me to the King my Father, not only he and I will 
pardon you the Faults you have committed againſt us, 
but you will recover the ſame Place in his Affection you 
herctofore enjoy d, and ſhall obtain as great an one in my 


Acknowledgment and in my Eſtcem, as you in Reaſon 
can deſire. I am fully reſolved upon it, ( replied Arſa- 


comes) and tho' I kne\iy you were left to me for ever, I 
had rather loſe you by doing you Service, than a bandon 
you to treacherous Eun medon. But Madam, ( continued 
he) we muſt fly withaiit any longer Delay, for if we let 


paſs this Night, without employing it to ſave you, there 


will be no Poſſibility to do it to Morrow. I am ready, 
Arſacomes, ( replied 1) nor ſhall I be leſs joy'd to eſcape 
the Tyranny of Eurimes hu, than to return to the King 
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my Father. We muſt away then inſtantly (ſaid he); all 
things are prepar'd for our Departure, and wait for us 
at the Gate of the City. There was no Body in my 
Chamber at that Time, but the Woman that came 
along with me out of Scythia, for I had ſent away thoſe 
Eurimedon had put to me. Wherefore, ſeeing I had free 
Paſſage out, I joyfully laid hold of that Occaſion to 
ſave my ſelf; and not being frighted with the Night, 
which might have cauſed ſome Apprehenſion in me, I 
gave Arſacomes my Hand more willingly than ever I had 
done in all my Life, and let my ſelf be guided by him 
without any Torch, ſince in the Deſign we had, Dark- 
neſs was more favourable to us than Light. 

We got out of the Houſe . without any Hindrance, 
and went a- foot till we came to the Haven. I was ſo 
little acquainted, with the Streets, that I. never percciv'd 
my Error; but when I ſaw my ſelf at the Warter-lidg, 
and that A. ſacomes took me in his Arms to carry me into 
the Bark that ſtaid expecting us, I found I had been de- 
ceiv'd ; and recalling my firſt Reſentinents againſt Arſa- 
comes, Ah! Traytor, (cry'd I) how ,much was I to 
blame, to believe thou couldſt be capable of any vertvous 
Motion, and how fooliſh I was, te give Credit to the 
Words of ſuch a faithleſs Man? Thou hadſt found. a 
Friend of Eurimedon very like thyi ſelf ; but fince I was 
to periſh by -the- Infidelity of one ef yon, thou. ſhouldſt 
have let me die at Byzartium, without drawing out my 
Misfortunes longer by thy Perfidiq uſneſs. Arſacomes re- 
ceived theſe Words as he was wont to do thoſe he had 
ordinarily from me; and I rece iv'd that Loſs of my Hopes 
with an Affliction that was like uz have brought me to 
my Grave. „ 

In the mean time, eur Bark x ut. off from the Shore, 


and within a while after, came to the other Side. I was 


taken out of it in ſpight of all my Complaints, and put 
into the Chariot that waited f@,r us; we had no freſh. 
Horſes to change, and therefore were fain to travel more 
flowly than we had done in & ythia; and indeed there 
was not ſo much Danger for 1 ſrſacomes and his Crew, 
becavſe the ſecond Day we got c ut of Eurimedon's Juriſ- 
dition. I was in eternal Lamen tations all the Way, my 


Tears 
I 
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Tears run down inceſſantly, and in whatſoever Arſa- 
comes ſaid to comfort me, I ſtill found new Matter of 
Affliction. Within a few Days I learn'd that Arſacomes's 
Purpoſe was to retire to Alexander; and as he had found 
ſome Probabilities of ſettling his Fortune by that Deſign, 
I alſo found ſome Hope of Conſolation in it. I knew 
that Alexander was a generous Prince, an Enemy to 
thoſe that were 'Traitors to their Princes, as he had 
ſhewed in puniſhing Beſſus; that he had a great deal 
of Conſideration of Perſons of my Senſe and Quality ; 
and moreover, that he had married Statira, to whom 
my Brother had been extremely dear, and who was the 
Siſter of Artaxerxes, to-whom I was 10, and from whom 
they had taken me away : I hoped, that by diſcovering 
my ſelf to that Great Queen, by giving her the Relation 
of her Brother's Life, and by letting her know how 
much he was concerned in my Loſs, I ſhould make her 
take ſo much Intereſt in my Fortune, as to grant me her 
Protection, and to procure the King her Husband's. This 
Thought did ſomething allay my Diſcontents, and gave 
me Strength to go through that Journey. 
We overcame it without any other Troubles, ſave thoſe 
ol my afflicted Mind, and we croſs'd through Provinces, 
and faw Towns, . whoſe Names I know not. At laſt we 
arrived in this Country, but at our Arrival we heard 
that Alexander was dead the Day before, which News 
deprived Arſacomes of all his Hopes, and put him to 
think upon other Reſolutions. He would not go to Ba-. 
 bylon, which he heard was in great Troubles, by the 
Conteſts that aroſe upon the Death of Alexarder ; bur 
Aſtiages, who..was in his own Country, provided a Place 
for him to retise to, and brought us to the Houſe of a 
Couſin of his, not above a Hundred Furlongs from this 
Place, and about Fifteen or TWenty from We ee 
we were very well received there by the Maſter of the 
Houſe, who ſhewed an Exceſs of Joy to Aſtiages for his 
Return, and for his Friend's ſake offered Arſacomes all 
the Services he could defire of him. 

His Houſe was very well built, and ſtrong enough to 
make ſome Reſiſtance in it; beſides, it — from any 


High-way, encompaſſed with Woads, and very little in 
„ Sight; 
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Sight; we ſpent ſome Days there, with Conveniency 


enough to my Perſecutors, but with ſo great a Sadneſs 
to me, as was like to have put an End to all my Miſe. 
ries with my Life. Ah! Arſaces, how often did I com- 
plain of you, when I ſaw my ſelf deprived of the Relief 
I had expected from you; and then again, how often did 


J excuſe you, when I remembred the Order Arſacomes 


had taken in Scythia, to keep you from knowing whither 
we were gone ? 'Then from the Complaints I had mace 
againſt you, I fell into Lamentations for- you, and not 
doubting but that you loved me well enough to ſeek af. 
ter me, J could not think of the Grief my Loſs: had cau- 


ſed in you, without becoming as ſenſible of your Sor. 
.row as of mine. I had paſled:ſome Days in theſe Af. 
flictions, when Opportunity made me undertake a thing 


above my ordinary Courage. The Knowledge Arſacomes 
had, that I was of no very adventurous Humour, made 


him leſs careful in keeping me, than he had been when 


firſt he took me; and ſeeing me now in a ſtrange Coun- 
try, where J knew no Creature in the World, he lett 
me at greater Liberty than before. The Seaſon then 
was very hot, and being got up one Morning before 


Day, to take the cool Air at a Window that look'd into 


the Garden, I ſtood there for a while, muſing upon my 
ſtrange Misfortunes: Bur ſcarce had the firſt Beams of 


the approaching Light diſcover'd the Proſpe& of the 
Field, when that Sight made me think upon my Liberty. 
That Window was low enough to flip. down into the 
Garden, by Tying my Sheets to the Bar of it, and I 
knew there was a Gate which gave Paſſage out of the 
Garden into the next Wood, and whieh was faſtcncd 
only with a Bolt on the Inſide, 

Then I believed, that if by that Means I could get 
forth, I ſhgpld find ſome Way to get to Babylon, where 
T might Arens my ſelf to Queen Statira, at whoſe 
Feet I hoped to meet a Sanctuary. This Thought was 
hardly come · into my Mind, when I reſolved to put it in 
Execution, knowing that if I ſhould be taken again, my 


Condition could not be worſe than it was already. The 


Woman that came out of Scythia with me, lay in my 
Chamber, but ſhe was then aſleep, and uſed always to 


ſleep 
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ſleep ſo ſoundly, that one could not wake her without 


a very great Noiſe ;-that Aſſurance made me much the 


bolder, and ſo going to my Bed-ſide as ſoftly as poſſibly 


I could, I got me ready in Haſte, and taking my Sheets, 
tied them to one another, and having faſten'd them to 


the Window, the Defire of Liberty ſhut up my Eyes to 


all manner of Danger- I skipp'd down into the Garden 


as happily as I had contrived,. and . being gotten out, I 


put my ſelf, tho' not without extreme Fear, into the firſt 
Path I met, hoping I ſhould quickly find ſome body or 


other, that might direct me the Way to Babylon. I had 
thrown my Veil over my Face, and tho' I trembled ex- 
ceedingly for the Danger I was iu of making ſome ill 


Encounter, yet did I go ſo faſt, that 1 preſently got a 
good way from the Houſe, and my Legs little accuſtomed: 


to ſuch Journeys, - were extremely tir'd, and ſtood in 
need of Reſt to carry me further. I was conſtrained 


therefore to fit down under certain Trees, where while 
I cndeavour'd to unweary my Body, my Mind was per- 
plex'd with terrible Diſquiets; my Fear then began to 


make me ſee the Greatneſs and Dithculty of the Buſineſs 
I had undertaken, I conſidered the Nangers into which 
a Maid all alone, and a Maid apparel'd in a Hadit rich 


enough to be obſerv'd, might fall, as well in the Re- 


mainder of the Way I had to go, as at my entering into 


the Town, before I could get unto the Queen. But 
all the Evils my Fear could repreſent, ſeem'd leſs to me 
than that I fled from, nor did I know any Peril ſo great, 
into which I would not have caſt my ſclf, to eſcape the 


Hands of my cruel Enemy. That Deſire renew'd my 


Strength, and I roſe up again with a Deſign to think no 
more of Reſting till I came to Bahlon. I had met with 
no body to learn the Way, but I ſaw the Eaphrates with- 


ina Hundred Paces, and knowing it ſtood upon that 


River, I reſolved to follow the Bank of it at a little Di- 
ſtance, nor nad I walk'd very long before I diſcovercd 
the Towers of that ſtatcly Citv. My Hopes were re- 
doubled by that Sight; but alas! they were cruelly de- 
ceived, for when I had not above eight or ten Furlongs 


more to go, I heard a Noiſe behind me, and turning my 


Head in a marvellous Fright, I ſaw Arſacomes riding af- 
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342 CAS SANDRA. Part IV. 
ter me as faſt as ever he could; it was the Day he 
kill'd Arſaces's Horſe, and 't was after me he was running 
when he met Arſaces and Lyſimachns by the River: ſide, 
and by that Encounter interrupted their Converſation, 
Judge, if you pleaſe, of the Exceſs of my Grief, at that 
cruel Loſs of the Hope I had conceiv'd, and exempt mg 
from repeating the Complaints I made, and the Re- 
proaches of Arſacomes. He took me in his Arms without 
alighting, and lifting me with a great deal of Strength, 
ſet me before him upon his Horſe, and pallop'd back to- 
ward the Houſe from whence I was flying, but he fol- 
tow'd not the Bank of the River, for fear of ſome En- 
counter that might ſtop him ; and preſently after having 
met Aſtiages, who was riding after him, he did nor 
want a Guide to find the Way. My ungrateful Fugitive, 
( ſaid he to me) you ſee the Gods have not approved 
your Flight, ſince they have ſo little fayour'd it, and you 
may judge by the little Care they have taken to deliver 
you out of my Hands, how much they blame and con- 
demn your Cruelties. I was fo dejeted with my Grief, 
and ſo tired with my Journey, that I had hardly Strength 
to give him any Anſwer ; and if I reply'd ſometimes to 
what he ſaid, 'twas only with a few interrupted Words, 
whereby my Reſentments expreſſed themſelves better than 
by any other kind of Diſcourſe. In ſhort, I was brought 
again to that Houſe, or rather to that cruel Priſon, where 
I ſince have paſſed ſo many wretched Days. Arſacomes 
being exaſperated by this Accident, and by the unlucky 


Miſchance of Alexander's Death, which deprived him of 


the Hope of that Retreat and Protection he had expected 
from him, but more by the pernicious Counſels of Aſtia- 
get, who incited him continually to make uſe of his 
Power, and who could not forbear, even in my Preſence, 
to blame the Remainder of that Reſpe& he till had to- 
ward me, began to uſe me otherwiſe than he had done 
formerly, and made me ſee by all his Actions, that I had 


Cauſe to fear the higheſt Outrages from him, if.the Gods | 


Jſufered me to be much longer in his Hands. 


This Fear compell'd me to diflemble with him, and I 
often difarm'd his Fury by a feigned Compliance, Burt 
Aftiages, who being leſs prepolleſs'd than he, diſcovered 

og 4 
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my Intention better, preſs'd him every Day to ſeek Ways 
to ſatisfy himſelt, and by his Sollicitations corrupted 
him ſo far, that in the End Arſacomes forgot who I was, 
and no longer knowing me to be Berenice, whom he was 
wont to behold with ſo much Submiſſion, ran on to 
that cruehReſolut ion, which was diverted by the Aſſiſt- 
ance of the Gods, and by the Valour of the Prince my 
Brother, whom they miraculoully ſent to my Rclief. 

The Princeſs made a Pauſe at theſe Words, and left 
the Princes Matter enough to entertain themſelves with 
the Events ſhe had related: Lyſemachus told her the Diſ- 
courſe he had heard in the Wood between Arſacomes and 
Aſtiages; but ſcarce had ſhe taken a little Breath, when 
ſhe was ſollicited by the Princes, and by the Amazon 
Queen, to let them alſo hear her laſt Adventures ; and 
being willing to give them that Satisfaction, ſhe went 
on thus : 

You have been informed by Hippolita, that it was the 
Encounter of a Litter that made me leave her ; but ſhe 
could not tell you, that he whom 1 faw lying in it, was 
| Arſaces, who according to what I gueſs by his Narration, 
was then removing to Babylon, his Paleneſs could not hin- 
der me from knowing him, and after what you have 
heard of his Life, you cannot be ignorant of the Motions 
which were ſtirr'd up in me by that Sight, yet could it 
not have perſuaded me, Brother, to leave you in the 
Condition you then were ; but I believed I could do no 
leſs than uſe my Endeavours to ſce Arſaces again, and 
to ſhew him Berenice, whom he ſought, and the finding 
of whom would put an End to all his Wandrings ; this 
was my only Intention, and when J followed the Litter, 
"Twas with a Hope to overtake it quickly, ſeeing it went 
bur very ſlowly, and to come back to my Brother again 
within a little while, as I had done but for the Hin- 
drance I met withal, and then J had ſpar'd you both the 
Blood which you have mutually ſhed. I walk'd as faſt 
as I was able, leaning upon Alciones Arm, when I un- 
fortunately met with five or ix Horſemen, who preſently 
f:rrounded us, and having cry'd that T was Berenice, 
they. leapt from their Horſes, and putting up the Beavers 
of their Helmets, no longer concealed their Faces from 
P 4 me. 
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244 CASSANDRA part IV. 
me. Tbe firſt I caſt my Eyes upon, was that Villain 
Aſtiages, and by him, with an incomprehenſible Amaze- 
ment, I ſaw Eurimedon. Eurimedon the Lieutenant of 
Thrace, from whoſe Perſecut ions I had fled with A:/a- 
comes, and whoſe Prefence was yet leſs ſupportable to me 
than his. To inſtru you by what Encounter he was 
then with Aſ#ages, you ſhall know that after my De- 
parture, his Love to me had made him leave Byzantium, 
end not Caring to lofe his Fortune to obtain me, he had 
ſubſlituted his Brother in his Command, and with a 
greater Number of Men than Arſacomes had, was come 
in Purſuit of us with a Reſolution to kill Arſacomes, and 
pull me out of his Hands. 

But whether it were that he made not fo great Speed, 
or took not the ſame Way, the Gods would not ſuffer him 
to overtake us. He was at laſt arrived at Babylon, where 
he had lain a while conceal'd, not being willing to be 
known in the Deſign that brought him, and not having 
been able to learn any News of me there, he had ſpent 
a great many Days in ſeeking me about the Country, but 
all his Search had been to no Purpoſe, till the Day my 
Brother kill'd Arfacomes, and laid Aſtiages for dead, with 
a Blow of his Gauntlet. As ſoon as that wicked Fellow 
had recovered himſelf again, he went directly to the 
Place where Ar/acomes's Body lay, and finding there was 
no Life in it, when he had lamented his Loſs according 
to the Affection he bore him, he cauſed him to be taken 
vp by ſome of his Servants that were come thither, and 
was carrying him to the Houſe of our Retrcat, when he 
was ſurprized in that Employment by Eurimedon and 
his Party. Eurimedon, as ſoon as he knew Aſtiages, ran 
at him with bis Sword drawn; but Aſtiages finding he 
v as too weak, had caſt himſelf at his Feet, and appeaſed 
him by the Promiſe he made to ſerve him in the Reco- 
very of Berenice. _—” 

Hereupon Eurimedon had changed his Threats into Pro- 
teſtations of Friendſhip, and having Icarnt all that Aſtiaces 
knew of Arſacomes's Deſtiny, he had kept him from that 
Time, to make uſe of him for the Execution of his Pro- 
miſe. They had together cauſed Arſacomes to be buried, 
and meeting in each other 2 great Conformity of Diſpo- 


ſition, 
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ſition, they by little and little had baniſh'd their Dit- 


truſts, and Heart-burnings, and had reſolv'd to ſeek. - 
me together in a Country, from whence Aſtiages be- 


liey'd I could not be gotten very far. 
Eurimedon had been careful to win Aſtiages by all man- 
ner of Kindneſſes, and Aſtiages, who in the Condition cf 
his Affairs, ſtood in need of a Support againſt thoſe whom 
his Crimes had made his Enemies, had really engaged 
himſelf to do him Service, and unfeignedly ſought Occa- 
lions to ſatisfy his Deltres. He alſo had brought him to 
the ſame Retreat where we had been, and which Ar- 
ſacomes's Servants had quitted after their Maſter's 
Death, and from thence it was that they were come, 
when my cruel Deſtiny made me fall into their Hands. 
Eurimedon appeared tranſported with Joy at that Encoun- 
ter, and taking one of my Hands, which he kifs'd whe- 
ther J would or no, -How great is the Goodneſs of the 
Gods, (ſaid he) ſinee they reſtored me the adored Prin- 
ceſs I had loſt, after having puniſh'd him that ſtole her 
from me. I was fo extremely ſurprized at this unhappy” 
Accident, that I neither had Strength nor Courage to 
reply; but only pulling away my Hand from between 
his, and looking upon him with a diſdainful Eye, L 
made him know, that if my Sight was a Contentment 
to him, his produced a quite contrary Effect in me; 
but this Encounter ſurprized not me alone, for Alcione, 
who was with me, was like to have fallen down dead, 
when ſhe ſaw Aſtiaget, and Aſtiages who. knew. after he 
had ey'd her a good while, was Jo aſtonifh'd at that 
Sight, that as impudent as he was, he had. much ado to- 
recover himſelf. In the mean Time Eurimedon being got 
again on Horſeback, and having ſet me before him, by 
| the Help of one of his Servants, carried me toward that 
| curſed Houſe, which my ill Fortune had choſen for the: 
Retreat of my Raviſhers. Aſtiages having overcome his 
Amazement, did the ſame to Alcione, and in ſpight ot our 
| Cries, which made all the Plain to ring, and ot all the 
Reſiſtance we could make, after having many Times 
eſcaped, and many Times been taken again, we were at 
laſt partly on Foot, and partly on. Horſeback, carried-ort 
dragg'd to that Houſe, with all Violence in the World; 
| P 5: Aſtiag es 3 
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Aſtiages's Friend, who was as wicked as himſelf, lent it 
him very readily, as well out of his Inclination to Miſ- 
chief, as his Expectation of thoſe Recompences Eurimedon 
made him hope tor. 

As ſoon as we both were Priſoners, as I had been be- 
fore, Eurimedon came to me, and putting on all the Mild- 
neſs he could, alledged his Love to excuſe his Violence, 
pray'd me to take Heart, and to believe that his Paſſion 
ſhould never make him exceed the Bounds of that Re- 
ſpe& he ow'd me, and that it I would but take ſome Pity 
of ir, I might expect any thing in the World at his Hands, 
and even my Return into Scythia, and the Regaining of 
that Liberty Arſacomes had robb'd me of; he alſo pro- 
teſted, that if I had ſhew'd him but any Favour at By- 
2antium, he would from thence have carried me home to 
my Father, and that if by my future Carriage, I did not 


oppoſe the Intention he had to ſerve me, I ſhould quickly 


ſee an End of thoſe Miſeries, that haſt coſt me ſo many 
Sighs and Tears. He ſaid a great deal more to me, but 
I gave no Ear to him at all, and having learn'd by Ar— 
facomes's laſt Deceit, never to believe the Promiſes of 
wicked Perſons, I was nothing moved by his ; but look- 
ing upon him with an angry Eye, Hope not (ſaid I) to 
work upon me by the Hopes thou giveſt me, I will 
not receive any Favour or Aſſiſtance from thee, but 
ſcorn thy Services, as much as I hate and deſpiſe thy 
Perſon. Arſacomes himſelf was not ſo odious to me as 
thou art, for tho' he were unworthy of my Affection, he 
had many Advantages above thee, both by his Birth and 
Qualities, and by the Services he had done me, which 
mould ſtrangle thoſe guilty Hopes thou haſt conceiv'd, 
and make thee know, that it the Gods have puniſh'd his 
Crime with Death, thou oughteſt to expect a much ſe- 
verer Recompence for thine. Moderate thy Ambition, 
(continued IJ, preſently after) and conſider, that if the 
Daughter of a King be to be ſerv'd by Eurimedon, tis on- 
ly as a Sobject, or a Houſhold Servant. Eurimeden found 
Matter of Offence in theſe Words, but his Love made 
him digeſt them, and my Quality, or ſome other Conſi- 
derations did indeed give him ſome Reſpe& which leſt 
bim not the Courage to execute his wicked Intentions. 

Poor 
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Poor Alcione, the Companion of my Fortune, who was 
then my only Conſolation, was in no leſs Affliction than 
1, not being able to behold the Face of Aſtiages, the on- 
ly Cauſe of all her Sufferings, and of the Death of her 
dear Husband Theander, without falling into Swoonings 


which ny her almoſt to her Grave. 
Yet that ſhameleſs Fellow came into her Preſence with 


a brazen Impudence, and when he could make her hear 
him, Alcione (ſaid he) for I dare not call you Siſter, you 
have ſuch a ſtrange Averſion againſt me, let us hencefor:h 
forget all that's paſt, and ſuffer me to make a Conceſſion 
to you which I never made before. I ever lov'd you, 
and if the Conſideration of Theander made me filent, 
know, it was my own that made me jealous of Cleonimus, 
and not that of Bagiſtanes. The Intereſt of that Kinſ- 
man ſhould not have perſuaded me to trouble the Repoſe 
of my Brother, who was much dearer to me than he, 
and you well may judge that that Compliance alone 
would not have been able to carry me on to ſo ercat 
Extremities. Forget therefore thoſe Injuries which my 
Love may excuſe, and with them forget Ceonimus, who 
either is no longer in the World, or clfe no longer re- 
members you; and if you will receive me for your Huſ- 
band, I will ſupply the Place of Thearder, we'll re-unite 
our Fortunes and our Houſes, and you ſhall be no leſs 
happy with me, than you were heretofore with my Bro- 
ther. Poor Alcione was not able to hear theſe impudent 
Words from a Man whom ſhe had ſo much Cauſe to 
hate, without being tranſported with a Rage which ſhe 
could not poſlibly diſſemble. 

Ah! Monſter, ſtain'd with thy Brother's Blood (cried 
ſhe) thou Monſter, black with a Thouſand Treacheries, 
canſt thou think me capable to hear thy horrible Propo- 
ſicions? And hadſt thou yet this laſt Crime to commit, 
to be the moſt deteſtable of all Men living? Having 
ſpread thy Villanies both in Exroze and Aſia, doit thou 
come back into this Country, to give them a Concluſion 
ſuitable to them, and to thy ſelf? It CE- be dead, 
thy Crimes have kill'd him; and if he no longer remcnt- 
ber Alcione, tis only his Virtue has made him forget her, 
and *tjs only thy Vice that brings her again into thy 

| : Memory. 
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Memory. But be confident, be confident wicked Wretch; 
( purſued ſhe) thy Love is yet more cruel to me than 
thy Hatred, and I ſooner will conſent to ſee thee a ſe- 
cond Time be the Death of what is deareſt to me in all 
the World, and alſo of my felt, than to let thee hope 
that I will make Theander's Murtherer his Succeſſor. 
Aſtiages, in whom all Shame was quite extinguiſh'd, 
hearken'd without blufhing to thefe Reproaches, but ſtill 
by all his Actions endeavoured to make Alcione believe 
that he was really in Love with her. In theſe Torments 
we liv'd till the Time of our Deliverance, having hardly 
an Hour free from the Perſecut ions of our cruel Ene- 
mies. The Maſter of the Houſe where we were, had 
obtain'd a Protection from the Officers of this Army, 
to the End your Forces might not tndamage any thing 


that belong'd to him, neither did any of the Soldiers ever 


come near his Houſe, and he leaving it to Aſtiages's Dif- 
poling, went every Day into your Camp, and feigning 
to be very well affected to your Party, fought only to ſe- 
eure his Houſe, and his Eſtate; the Care he took in Fa- 
vour of his Friend, did much advantage the Deſign they 
had to He concealed for many Conſiderations. Eurimedon 
knew that Prince Ly{machus, whoſe Lieutenant he was, 
was one of the Commanders of your Army, and after the 
Fault he had committed in leaying Byzantium, at a Time 
when there was moſt Neceſſity of his being there, durſt 
not appear before him. And Aſtiages, blaſted with 


Crimes, and defam'd in his Country, had not the Confi- 


dence to ſhew himfell. And indeed 1 think they were 
ſeen but by very few, and if one of them went out ſome- 
times, he left us under the Cuſtody of the other, with 
fo exact a Watch, that all Means of Liberty were uttcr- 
ly cut off. Yet did J hope in the Aſſiſtance of my Bro- 
ther, who I knew was fo near vs, though I much fear'd 
his Wounds, and' could never get any true Information 
concerning them from our Land lord; I was confident | 
he would take Care to make me be ſought after, and that 
if the Place of my Impriſonment could be but known to 
him, I doubted not but he would eaſily reſcue me out of 
the Hands of my Enemies. WES ; 
as - | I alſo 
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I alſo knew that Arſaces was in this Country, and 
dard to hope that his coming hither was for no other End 
but to ſeek me ; and I may truly proteſt, that if I had 
not expected Relief from one of you, I had put an End 
to my Miſeries by ſome Effect of my Deſpair. I receiv'd 
the ſweeteſt Conſolations from Alcione that ſhe could 
pollibly invent to give me, and the Affection ſhe ex- 
preſſed to me, had oblig'd me to love her ſo dearly, that 
there was nothing in my Heart I did not utter to her; 
ſhe knew all the Particulars of my Life, and took ſo 
great an Intereſt in them, that ſhe forgot her own Miſ- 
fortunes to bewail mine, and bore all the Afflictions 
which infamous Aſtiages made her ſuffer, with an admi- - 
rable Patience, that ſhe might be able to comfort me in 
all my Griefs. Viz 

Our cruel Guardians were neither at the Battle you 
gave, nor in any of the Encounters that paſs'd, but while 
fo many Thouſand Men were fighting in this Plain, 
they kept within Doors, where their only: Combates 
were againſt Berenice and Alcione. In the End, whether 
it were they believ'd they could not longer ſtay ſecurely 
in that Houſe, and that they had a Mind to ſeek ſome 
other Retreat that might be further from your Army, or 
that Eurimedon had a Deſign to carry me back to Han- 
tium, or to ſome other Place where he thought himſelf 
more powerful and more abſolute, they reſolv d to leave 
that Houſe, and to. perſuade us to be ſet on Horſeback 
to go along with them ;, they often ſwore they would 
carry us to the Place where they had taken us, ſince by 
all their Submiſſions they had not been able to ſoften 

our Hearts, nor make us loſe the Averſion we had _— 

them. I gave no Credit at all to their Words, a et 
I was ealily perſuaded to get on Horſe- back, that T might 
leave that deteſted Houſe, hoping that in the open Field 


I ſhould find many more Occafions to ſave my ſelf, than 


in that Priſon from. whence I went, with a Hope which 
had not ſo ſtrongly flattered. me till then. Ewrimeden 


had ſent away ſome of his Servants the Day before, and | 


had kept with him, beſides Aſtiages and his Kinſman, 
who went alſo with us, only Three of his Men, well 


arm'd and well mounted. With this Company, we were 


riding 


wi 


rr ,, , 


— „ „ „ 


350 CASSANDRA Part IV. 


riding in a Way which ſeem'd to lead us toward Babylon, 
when we ſaw a Cavalier compleatly arm'd, coming upon 
the ſame Road. We being deſirous to intereſt all thoſe 
we ſhould meet, in our Deliverance, had our Faces un- 
veil'd, and that Man had no ſooner caſt his Eye upon 
Alcione, as he was paſling by, but he ſtopt ſhort, and 
preſently after turning about, and coniing back again, 
began to ride at a little Diſtance by our Raviſhers ; but 
keeping his Eyes fixt upon vs, wich an Action that dif- 
pleaſed Eurimedbn, in whom all Objects were ſufficient 
to beget a Jealouſy, Friend, (ſaid he) travel on your 
Road whoever you are, and leave not your Way to fol- 
low us, unleſs you ſeek your own Deſtruction. The 
Stranger was not at all terrified with that Threat ; but 
looking boldly upon Eurimedon, I know the Ladies that 
are with you, ( anſwered he) and before I go away 
from them, I'Il know whether they go along with you 
willingly or by Force. Ah ! 'tis by Force, (cried we 
both together) and if you were not too weak againſt fo 
many Enemies, we would implore your generous Afliſt- 
ance. You ſhall have it as weak as I am, ( replied the 
Stranger ) and I will die in the Deſign of delivering 
you, ſince I am not ſtrong enough to effect it. He had 
not ended theſe Words betore his Sword was drawn ; 
and with a moſt warlike Garb had prepar'd himſelf to 
receive Eurimedon, who tranſported with Anger, fell in- 
ſtantly upen him with all his Men. The Gods guided 
the firſt Blow he made; and tho' Eurimedon's Sword 
gave him a light Hurt in the Arm, his luckily finding 
way under Eurimedon's Cask, ran him thro' the Throat, 
and opening a Paſſage for his Blood and Life together, 
made him tumble dead among the Horſes Feet. The 
Stranger, after this gallant Blow, ruſh'd into the Midſt 
of his Enemies with an adnirable Courage, but they in- 
viron'd him ſo furiouſly, that he quickly was wounded 
in many Places, and his Horſe kill'd between his Legs: 
Yer had he the Satisfaction to ſee Aſtiages's Couſin fall 
to the Ground before bim, who being run quite thro' 
the Body, loſt his Lite for the Quarrel of his Friend. 
This kindled him with ſo great a Rage, that re-doubling 
his Blows upon the valiant Stranger, who prepar d _ 
T 
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ſelf to diſpute his Life a-foot with the Help of a Tree, 
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againſt which he ſer his Back, he in ſpight of that mar- 
vellous Reſiſtance, being ſeconded by his Companions, 
would have ſeconded the Death of Eurimedon, and of his 
Friends, if the brave Demetrius had not come in to his 
Relief, and had not for the Preſervation of his Life, and 
the Recovery of our Liberty, finiſh'd what he ſo gene- 


rouſly had begun. 


You have heard what he did for our Deliverance, and 
how he gave that gallant Stranger (who preſently after 
was known to be Cleonimus) the Means to ſave himſelf, 

and to kill Aſtiages's faithleſs Kinſman, and his ancient 
Enemy, but not without being ſo extremely wounded, 


at notwithſtanding all the Care that has ſince been ta- 
en of him at Polemon's Houſe, this is the firſt Day the 
Phyſicians have given any Hope of his Recovery, in 


which J am concern'd as much as I am oblig'd to be, by 
the Service he did me, and by the Conſideration of Alci- 


one, whom I dearly love. 


Thus did the Princeſs conclude her Recital, and Arſa- 
ces, who for all his Impatiency at ſome Paſſages of it, 
had heard it to the End without Interruption, fell then 
into a very paſſionate Diſcourſe, whereby he let her ſee 
how infinitely he was concern'd in the Afflictions ſhe 
had ſuſſer' d. The Heavens be prais'd, (ſaid he) fair 
Princeſs, who after having expos'd you to Misfortunes, 
for which in Probability you were not born, reſtore you 
now at once this Brother ſo great, and ſo dearly lov'd, 
and (if in the Number of your other Happineſſes I durſt 
count this laſt) your faithful Arſaces, whom by the Re- 
membrance of your Loſs, and by the Tranſports of this 
cruel Jealouſy, you have been like to loſe, and for whom 
you have had the Goodneſs to preſerve your ſelf. He 
ſaid a great deal more to that Effect, and after that 
Orocndates, with the other Princes, and Queen Thaleſtris 
had ſeconded him with the like Diſcourſes, the whole 
Company retir'd, to leave the Night to Arſaces, who 
probably ſtood in need of it, having ſpent the greateſt 
part of the Day in this Narration. Lyſmachus and Ttole- 
meus waited upon the Princeſſes to Polemon's Houſe, and 


being afterwards come back into their Tents, paſs' d the 


Night 


3a CAS SANDRA. Part IV. 


Night all of them, if not with a perſect Reſt, at leaſt 
with leſs Diſquiets than thoſe they were wont to feel. 
The next Morning Lyſimachus, Piolomeus, Oxyartes 
and Eumenes came to Oroondates's Tent, where they 
found Arſaces in ſo fair a way of Amendment, as made 
them hope he would be abſolutely cured within a few 
Days. All the Princes teſtified the Exceſs of their Joy; 
and after they were ſet down by the Bed- ſide, Lyſemackus 
addreſſing biſelt to Arſaces, Sir (ſaid he) I proteſt to 
you, by all the Code, and Ly the Reſpect I owe to Pari- 
ſatis, that the moſt ſculible Diſcontent I now am touch'd 
with, is that of having been one of thoſe that have help'd 
toward the Ruin of your illuſtrious Houſe, and that I am 
tied to you and yours, by ſuch powerful Conſiderations, 
that this cruel Remembrance will ever give a Check te 
my moſt glorious Fortunes. It is true, Sir, I follow'd 
Alexander in the Conqueſt of thoſe Dominions that were 
the King your Father's; and that in the Diviſion that 
has been made of them ſince the Death of Alexander, 


Thrace, Pontus, and Beſhlorus, are fallen to my Share: 


Theſe Provinces are big enough to form a Kingdom of a 
large Extent ; but tho” by the ſame Right I were Poſſeſ- 
ſor of all that are in a, I would deliver them up freely 
to their lawful Prince. I therefore diveſt my ſelf of all 
the Pretenſions our Diviſion may have given me, and 
ſince it is not in my Power to reſtore you the whole Em- 
pire of the King your Father, I'Il ſerve you to the laſt 


Drop of my Blood in the Dclign you may have to recover 


it. Lyſcmackus had hardly ſpoken, when Ptolomeus who 
would not appear leſs generous than he, Agypt, ( ſaid he 
to the Prince) and Arabia, with part of Africh, ſhall alſo 


return to the Subjection of Prince Artaxerxes, for I ne- 


ver will accept a Crown, which I cannot hold, but from 
the Spoils of his. Eumenes made him the ſame Offers of 
Cappadocia and Paplllago ia, and thoſe generous Princes 
ſtrove who ſhould be forwardeſt to ſhew, that they knew 
how to deſpiſe Kingdoms, to render what they ow'd to 
Vertue. But Arſaces abuſed not their Civilities, and 
looking upon them with a very grateful Countenance, 
I prefer your Friendſhip (ſaid he) before the Provinces ' 
you offer me, and before all thoſe, which by the Ven 


Book VI. CASSANDRA 353 
of War we have loſt; but the Generoſity you expreſs, 
| ſhall never find me of ſo. unworthy an Humour as to 
make a wrong Uſe of it. Tis not by that Way that I. 
ought to riſe to the Throne again, nor will I receive 
that from all the Liberality of my Friends, which the. 
Valour of,my Enemies has taken from me. Therefore 
] proteſt to you by Oroſmades, by Berenice, and by my” 
Honour, that all your Offers, and all your Intreaties, . 
ſhall never be able to ſhake me from this Reſolution... 
Poſſeſs the Territories which now are lawfully yours, 
and which I ſee you command without Envy, aud 
without Difcontent ; there are enough belides in the. 
Power of our Enemies to eſtabliſh a Monarchy great 
enough; and if you would not have Daris's Son live as 
a private Man, I refuſe not your Aſſiſtance to re- conquer 
part of them. This was Arſaces's Reſolution; and tho” 
the Princes, efpecially Lyſimachus, ſtuck obinately to their 
Propoſit ion, it was impoſſible for them to overcome his 
Reſiſtance, or make him recede from what he had deter- 
mined. Since Artaxerxes is alive (ſaid Lyſimachus) T 
never will command the Thraciams, and if I will have a 
| Kingdom to be worthy of Pari/atis, I muſt take it up of 
other Provinces than thoſe that belong to the Prince her 
Brother. Tis from my Enemies I ought to win Domini- 
ons, and not from Perſons whom I honour more than alt 
the World. He faid a great deal more to the ſame 
Effect, but all was to no Purpoſe ; for Prince Artaxerxes 
continued firm in his Intention. I cannot want a Crown 
(replied he) while I have ſuch Friends as you are, and 
if we muſt diveſt any of thoſe that are poſſeſs'd of our 
Inheritance, let us diveſt Perdiccas and Leonatus, rather 
than Lyſmachus and Ptolomers ; our Enemies have Pro- L 
vinces enough for you, and for me too, and the Empire 7 
of Darius (concluded he with a Sigh) may very wel! 
ſatisfy the Ambition of us all. | | FM | 
Orcondates, who was witneſs of this Converſation, and 
who never-open'd his Mouth to interrupt it, admired the 
Magnanimity of both, and found Reaſons in Artaxerxes's 
Refuſal, which perſuaded him to approve it. When 
from that Entertainment they fell upon another, Orcon- 


dates and Lyſimachns began to ſhew the Diſquiets they 
were. 
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were in for their Princeſſes, of whom they could hear 
no manner of News, of whom Arſaces nad made no men- 
tion at all in the End of his Diſcourſe, tho' he had been 
in Babylon, and that he continued a good while near 
thoſe that had taken them. The Diſcontent of theſe two 
Princes was preſently obſerv'd by the Company, and af. 
ter the Cauſe of it was known, there was ſo much Reaſon 
found in it, that it could not juſtly be condemn'd. Arſa- 
ces, faid he, had heard nothing of them, but that the 
Rage wherewith he was then tranſported, had left him 
very little Care of inquiring ; and after he had muſed a 
while upon that Conſideration, I think, Brother, (added 
he of a ſudden) we may learn the Truth of what's be- 
come of them by a Means that's not come into my Hand. 
You do not doubt but that my Intereſts now are inſepara- 
bly link'd with yours, and that tho* I were not tied to 
yours by thoſe of our Houſe, Roxana, Perdiccas, and all 
they of that Party muſt needs be my Enemies now, be- 
cauſe I know them to be yours. I ſhall cheartully fight 
againſt them with you ; but before you give me a ſecond 
Battle, that which I owe to the Aſſiſtance I have receiv'd 
ſtom Seleucus, obliges me to demand a Parley with him, 
and to uſe all my Endeavours to withdraw him from a 
Party, againſt which I am ready to declare my ſelf ; if 
Perdiccas will make one at our Interview, he ſhall be 
admitted, and if you pleaſe to be preſent, Brother, you 
and J together will ſee them Two, and make our ſelves 
known to them; and if we cannot by Generoſity per- 
ſuade them to reſtore the Princeſſes my Siſters, we ſhall 
at leaſt know what we ought to fear or hope concerning 
them, and the Truth of the Condition they now are in. 
Oroondates and all his Friends lik'd very well of Artax- 
erxes's Motion; and Lyſsmachus, both for his own Inte- 
reſt, and the Deſire of keeping them Company, would 


grladly have been one, if his mortal Hatred to Perdiccas 


had not oppoſed all manner of Interviews between them. 
From this Diſcourſe (which was broken off by the com- 
ing in of Craterus, Oxyartes, An'igonus, Demetrius, Poly- 
erchon, and many other chief Commanders) they fell to 
that of the War, and of the Preparations they were to 


make for a ſecond Battle ; and thoſe Princes to whom 
: | 8 Arta x- 
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Artaxerxes's military Experience was known only by Re- 

ort before, heard him ſpeak in Terms, which made 
them ſee, that for all he was but young, he had attain'd. 
to as much Knowledge as the oldeſt and greateſt Captains 
in the World had ever had. Wherefore all thoſe great 
Commanders ſubſcrib'd to his Opinions, with a Readi- 
neſs which even wounded his Modeſty ; and the Know- 
ledge of his Quality, and of his Vertue, begot ſuch a 
Refpect in them to his Perſon, as they had never given 
to any body but Alexander. There was not one amongſt 
them, who came not to pay him their Civilities with a 

reat deal of Submiſſion, and very ſew, who according 
to Lyſimachus s Example, did not offer to reſtore the Ter- 
ritories whereof they had already taken Poſſeſſion; but 
he gave them the ſame Anſwers he had done the former, 
and perhaps it was their Aſſurance of his Refuſal, that 
made them ſo forward in thoſe generous Offers. Within 
a little after, the Room that was left in the Chamber, 
was fill'd by the Arrival of the Princeſs Berenice, 
Queen Thaleſtris, the fair Deidamia, Apamia, Arſinoe, 
Cleone, and other Ladies; and when they after one ano- 
ther had inquired how the Two Princes did, that noble 
Company began an Entertainment, in which they ſpent 
moſt part of the Day. The next Morning Prince Oroon- 
dates left his Bed, and Artaxerxes found himſelf much 
mended, that he doubred not but within a Week he 
ſhould be as well as Oroordates. | n 

The Princeſs Berenice, by her own Inclination, and by 
her Brother's De(ire, kept him Company for the moſt 
part, and that paſſionate Prince enjoy'd a Happineſs in 
her ſweet and charming Converſation, which made him 
utterly forget his Wounds. That fair Princeſs, whoſe 
Love was not inferior to his, drew Contentments alſo 
from his Sight, and from the Teſtimonies of his Affection, 
which were able to make Reparation for part of the Sor- 
rows ſhe had undergone ; and that long Deprivation of 
thoſe Joys which were then afforded them, made them 
far more precious to one another, than if they had not 
been interrupted : A Thouſand Times did lovely Berenice 
uſe little Reproaches to her dear Arſaces, for the Injuries 


he had done her in the Tranſports of his cruel Jealouſy, 
py” and 
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and a Thouſand Times did happy Ar/aces, (reading in 
her Eyes that her Anger was neither difobliging nor 
dangerous) excuſe himſelf by a Silence accompanied 
with flaming Glances, and fixing his Lips upon one-of. 
her fair Hands, ſcem'd as if he would breath out his Soul 
there for the Expiation of his Faults. 'D 

Oroondates was joy'd to ſee the Satisfaction of theſe 
Two Perſons whom he lov'd ſo well, and the Happineſs 
of Artaxerxes was ſo dear to him, that he could not 
look upon his Contentments with leſs Delight than it 
they had been his own; but he could have wiſh'd a. 
Fortune like that of his, and that Sight awakening the. 


Remembrance of his old Felicities, drew Sighs from his | 


Breaſt a Thouſand Times a Day. In the Interim, he. 
buſted himſelf with the other Commanders in the Duties: 
of his Charge, and all of them labour'd to put the Ar- 
my in a Condition to fight another Battle; they cauſed 
their wounded Men to be caretully look'd to, their. 


Arms to be mcnded, and alſo the Chariots that had been 


broken; they recruited their Troops with freſh Men. 


that came up daily to the Army, and in ſhort all things. 


tended to the cruel Preparation for a bloody Day. Phi- 


dorides brought a Reinforcement of Ten Thouſand Men 


out of Zgypt to Ptolomeus, Antiſthenes Six Thouſand to 


Antigonus out of Phrygia, Lyſimachus Four Thouſand 


Syrians to Laomedon, and within a few Days after with 
Six Thouſagd Cappadecians, and Paphlagonions, which 


Ariſtedes brought for Eumenes, they ſaw the valiant Me- 


nalippa arrive with Ten Thouſand Amazons. Thaleſtris 


Was not a little joy'd, when ſhe ſaw her Supplies were 


come, and moſt part of the Princes would needs wait 
upon that fair Queen to meet them, and with Admira- 
tion beheld the March, and Diſcipline of thoſe warlike 
Women. Their Queen receiv'd them with a great deal 
of Sweetneſs and Affection, and Menalippa, with the 
ehict of her Companions, long imbracing her Knees, -. 
expreſs'd what an infinite Trouble her Loſs, or her tedi- 
ous Abence had imprinted in the Hearts of all her Sab- 


jects. The whole Army welcom'd theſe Succours very 


reſpectfully, and the Troops that were already quarter d 


willingly yielded them the moſt commodious Place to- 


incamp 
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incamp in. They were in this Condition when Arſaces 
left his Bed, and that fame Day his Satisfaction was in- 
creaſed by the Sight of his faithful Criton, whom certain 


Soldiers brought in, having taken him about the Camp, 


where he was ſeeking after his Maſter. Arſaces, when 
he had embrac'd him many Times with a moſt particular 
Affection, heard by him, that the Commanders of the 
Encmies Army, eſpecially Seleucus, bad ſhew'd a great 
deal of Trouble tor his Departure, and that not havin 


been able to gueſs the Cauſe, they had -imploy'd ſeveral 


Perſons to ſeek for him. This confirm'd Arſaces in the 
Deſign of ſeeing Seleucus and Ferdiceas before the Battle, 
and with that Intent te impatiently waited for a moxe 
perfect Cure. In the mean Time, all the Princes bei 
met together in his Chamber by Oroondates's Counſel, 
would have deliver'd up the ſole Authority of the Army 
into his Hands, and preſs d him to accept of it, with the 


moſt earneſt Intreaties they could invent to win him to 


jr, but all their Perſuaſions would not ſerve.; and after 
he had lorg refus'd all manner of Command, all they 
could obtain of him at laſt, was, that he would come in 
for the Seventh Man, to take his Turn.among the Six 


other Princes, to whom the Army had already ſubmitted. 
They all receiv'd that Companion joytully, and while he 


was recovering Strength, they-often ſent out Parties; 
for knowing that the Enemies Army inereas'd as well 
as theirs, they ſtrove to diminiſh their Number by fre- 
quent Skirmiſhes, in which there was much Blood ſhed 
every Day on either Side. Among thoſe that got great- 
eſt Renown in thoſe Encounters, was the young Deme- 
trius, who gain'd an. extraordinary Reputation; and be- 
ing of an Age to ſeek Occaſions to ſnew his Worth, 
he ſuffer d none to eſcape without giving Proofs of a 
Valour that was far from common. Yet was it no lon- 
ger Deſpair that thruſt him headlong into Danger, for 
his Heart had allay'd part of its Sorrow, by the Birth 
of another Paſſion; the ſad Remembrance of Hermione, 
lad by little and little given Place to the Charms of 
I.eidamia, and that Love of Aſhes and of Tombs had 
yielded to a more lawful Affection; the Current of his 
'Tears were ſtapp'd, and his Words were no longer 


inter- 
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" Interrupted with ſo many Sobs, but his Sighs continued 
ſtill tho' they bad chang'd their Object, and tho' this 
laſt were leſs deplorable than the former, it was ſo 
owerful, and ſo imperious, that thoſe timerous Meſſen- 
gers of his Love durſt hardly venture to make their Paſ. 
{age out of his Breaſt. Yet did he reſiſt the Birth of 
this latter Paſſion, and oppos'd the Force of it with all 
the Remembrances of Hermione; but tho' thoſe ſorrow- 
ful Ideas ſerved his Intention for a few Moments, the 
fight of Deidamia conquer'd all thoſe Obſtacles, and 
diſſipated all his Reſolutions. That fair Princeſs wept 
daily for a Loſs which was till freſh in her Memory, 
and at firſt Demetrius had contented himſelf with weep- 
ing with her, confirming her in the Deſign of loving the 
Remembrance of her dear Agis eternally ; and if in the 
beginning he had found ſome Conſolation in the Humour, 
and in the Deſtiny of that Princeſs, he now deſired an 
Alteration in them both. He had inſenſibly dry'd up his 
Tears to become her Comforter, whoſe Companion in 
Affliction he had been before; and in ſhort, as he had 
before lamented only hls own Misfortunes, ſo now he 
ſeemed to have forgot them, to become fenſible of Dei- 
damia's. She, who had obſerved the winning Qualities 
of Demetrius, who knew his Birth, and who (beſides ) 
found her ſelf oblig'd to his Civilities, and to the Care 
he took for her Conſolation, and for her Fortune, ſhew'd 
him a great deal of Acknowledgment, and beheld him 
with more good Will than all the reſt ;- but being her 
Grief was very lively, and very real, and that her Heart 
in that Condition was little capable of a ſecond Affec- 
tion, all her Inclinations to Demetrius went not beyond, 
the Limits of Eſteem and Gratitude, and he whoſe Paſ- 
ſion ſettled it ſelf with a maſt profound Reſpect, and 
who was more afraid of Agis, for all he was dead, than 
of all his living Enemies, knowing Deidamia's Mind, 
durſt neither complain of his Condition, nor deſire one 
more advantageous. He thought it not enough to forbid 
his Tongue the Uſe of Speech, but would alſo keep even 
his Eye, and Sighs from diſcovering his Paſſion, and 
equally fearing to offend, both what he began, and what 
he ceaſed to love, he tied himſelf up ſtrictly in a very 
narrow Conſtraint. NETS In 
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In theſe Terms he ſtood, when the whole Army was 
ready to try the Succeſs of a ſecond Day, and Arſaces be- 


ing then well enough cured to ride on Horſei:ack,. and to 
figucy zpprov'd of the Reſolution which he knew. all his 
Companions had, to ſend and preſent their Enemies Bat- 
tel within Three Days. They had Intelligence by: Spies 
that were return'd out of their Camp, that their. Army 


was no leſs recruited than theirs, aud that frem Media, 


Hal a, Pamphilia, Caria, and Parihia, there was a Re- in- 


. forcement of Five and Thirty, or Forty Thouſand Men 


come to them; and not being willing to afford them 
Time to make themſelves ſtronger, t! cy with a general 


Opinion determined to fend them a Challenge, and to 


agree with them both upon the Day and Field for deciding 
of their Quarrel. Cleomenes and Ar ſtides were choſen 


for that Commiſſion ; but before they went, Arſaces 


taking them aſide, informed them of what he deſired, 


and gave them Charge to demand an Intervenience of 


Perdiccas and Seleucus the next Day between the two 


Camps for him, and one of his Friends with all neceſſary 


Securities. The Deputies departed, having received 


thdir Inſtructions, and the Princes remained with the 


Ladies, who began already to tremble, and grow pale at 
the Approach of the Battel. Berenice was like to die 
with Fear for her dear Ariaxerxes, and for the Prince her 
Brother, who ſhe ſaw eſcaped out of ſo many Dangers 
only to precipitate themſelves into a new one, and to 
try the Hazard of a Day, the Events whereof were ver 

doubtful. Apamia and Arſince grew wan for their dear 
and noble Husbands ; Deidamia, for all ſhe was exempt 


from loving any Body that was alive, was not without 


Fear for her worthy Friends, and among all, the Princeſs 


from whom ſhe hoped for Support, ſhe beſtowed her par- 


ticular Wiſhes for young Demetrius. Only Thaleſiris, ap- 
peared fearleſs among ſo many timerous Princeſſes, and 
making ſome Attempts to baniſh out of her Mind the 
Remembrance of Crontes which affiited her, ſhe ſhew'd 
her ſelf at the Head of her fair Amazons, both fairer and 
chearfuller than ordinary, her Satisfaction was cauſed by 


their Arrival, and ſhe could not diſſemble the Content- - 


ment ſhe recciv'd, by being able to affiſt thoſe Princes 
| with 
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with her Forces, whom till chen ſhe had only ſerv'd in 


her fingle Perſon. The two Camps being not far aſſun— 
der, Cleomenes and Ariſt;des were not long ere they re- 
Turn'd, whereupon the Soldiers ran thronging to the 
Tent of Antigonus, who commanded that Day, and where 
the Princes were then aſſembled. The Anſwer they 
heard was ſuch as they deſired, for Cleomenes told them 
that the Enemies had gladly received their Propolition, 
and that Perdiccas had promiſed to expect them the third 
Day, with a Hundred Thouſand Men in the next Field. 


All the Company welcom'd this News with joyful Cries, 


and the Rumour of ir going out of the Tent, ran preſently 
from one to another, into all Parts of the Camp. Afﬀer- 
wards Cleomenes turning toward Arſaces to give him an 
Account of his whole Negociation : Sir, (ſaid he) ! 
have followed your Orders, and having declared your 
Intention to Seleucus, he appear'd fo aſtoniſht to hear you 
were in our Party, that of a great while he was not able 
to anſwer me; in the End, atter he had made ſome Com- 
plaints of your Change, he conterr'd with Perdiccas, and 
they both together promiſed me, that to- Morrow as ſoon 
as the Sun is riſen, they will be upon that little Hill 
which you ſee on the Right-hand, and what is juſt halt 
way between their Army and ours; Arſaces was very 
well pleaſed with this Anſwer, and hoping for a good 
Succeſs of that Parley, he imparted his Thoughts to 
Prince Croondates, with whom he walked a while upon 
the Bank of the River. The reſt of that Day was ſpent 
in their ordinary Employments, and the next Morning 
as ſoon as Day appeared, the Princes of Scythia and Per- 
ſia called for their Cloaths and Arms, and no ſooner had 
they got them on, but they took Horſe, and rode direc 
ly toward the Place Cleomenes had told them of. They 
arrived there firſt, but preſently after they ſaw them com- 
ing whom they expected, and Arſaces no ſooner knew Se- 
Jeucus, but he gallop'd up toward him, and the ſame did 
Owondates by his Example. When they were near, they 
ſaluted one another in a Faſhion that had nothing of En- 
mity in it, and tho' Oroondates were unknown to Perdic- 
cas, (whoſe Weakneſs had not ſuffered him to obſarve 
his Face when he had been ſuccour'd by him) his me 
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ful Preſence working 
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the Effect that was uſual to it, 


mov d Perdiccas to nothing but Reſpect. After the firſt 


galutation, Arſaces prevented Seleucus, Who open'd his 
Mouth, probably to uſe ſome Reproaches againſt him; 
vou wonder, brave Seleucus, (ſaid he) to ſee me in your 
Enemies Party, but when once you know me, you will 
wonder more that ever you ſaw me in yours. I know 
Jam indebted to you for my Life, but you ſhall alſo 
know that I have fought for you againſt Nature, againſt 
Juſtice, againſt my neareſt Friends, and even againſt my 
ſelf, and that perhaps few Men in the World would 
have preferred the Obligation I have to you, before the 
Intereſt which now has pull'd me from you; yet as great 
as it is, it is not able to make me forget a Friend ſo wor- 
thy of Eſteem as is Seleucus; and I was very deſirous to 

ſee him, to juſtify my ſelf in his Opinion, and to beg the 
Continvation of a Friendſhip, which I no longer can 
hope for from thoſe of his Party. I never thought (re- 
plied Seleucus) it could be out of Inconſtaney that Arſaces 
had forſaken us, and I have found Courage, and Grati- 
tude enough in you, for a Service of ſmall Importance, 
to believe they muſt needs be very weighty Conſidera- 
tions that had made you to become our Enemy. Vet could 
I not hear it without Trouble, nor (if I may ſay ſo to 
you ) without Reſentment, ſince by the Promiſes of 
Friendſhip you had made me, 1 believed ſuch a Man as 
you are ſuthciently engaged. Say, (added Perdiccas, 
who had not ſpoken till then) that no Party can loſe a 
Man like Arſaces, without being very, much weakned ; 
that the great Actions we had ſeen him do in favour of 
us, will not ſuffer us to bear his Loſs without complain- 


ing of it; and that in ſhort, (if we may uſe ſuch a Re- 


proach) we had given him no Cauſe, by the Uſage he 


received from us, to carry his Aſſiſtance to our Enemies. 


That I gave to you, (replied Arſaces) as it is my greateſt 
Crime, ſo would it alſo be my greateſt Remorſe, if it 
were not excuſed by what I owed to Seſeucus, and by 
the Tranſports of a Paſſion to which I had then given my 
ſelt over. In brief, Perdiccas, ſince you know what I 
have done for you, learn what I ought to have done 


againſt you, by learning that I ain the Son of Darius. 


Vor. IV. Q Thoſe 
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Thoſe Princeſſes, whom you brought to the very brink of 
Death, and whom you now keep Priſoners, are my Sif. 
ters; and to give you a tuller Knowledge of me, he who 
pulled Starira out of your Arms, and who, upon the 
Banks of Exphrates, made you, wich part of your Blood, 
to ſatisfy for the Offence you committed againſt her that 
had been your Queen, was yo other than this Ar/axerxes, 
who ſince has tought for you, againſt the Protectors of 
his Blood, and the Revengers of "his Quarrel, and this 
Artaxerxes, Who now ſpeaks to you. The Confuſion of 
| Ferdiccas and Seleucus was exceeding great at this Dif. 
courſe of Artaxerxes, and being they had heard by com- 
mon Fame that Darius's only Son had been dead many 
Years, they could not learn that he was alive, and that 
he was Ar/aces, without falling into an unparallell'd A. 
mazement. They ſhould have doubted of the Truth of 
theſe Words, if they had heard them from the Mouth of 
a Perſon, whoſe Soul had been leſs great than his; but 
not knowing how to ſuſpect ſuch a Man as Ae of 
Lie, they conſidered him from Head to Foot, Wich more 
Reſpect than before, and were not able to open thcir 
Mouths to give him any Anſwer. Neither did the Prince 
afford them Leiſure, but going on with his Diſcourſe, 
while their Aſtoniſhment had {truck them mute; Alto 
I am the Son of Darius, (purſued he) I come not to re- 
roach you as Enemies of our Houſe, and tho' Perdiccas 
bath uſed thoſe- Princefles unworthily, whom he ovght 
not to have beheld but with Reſpect, I know neverthe- 
Icſs that he employ'd his Induſtry to ſave their Lives; 
and that but for his Care they might perhaps have been 
Sacrifices to Roxgng's Cruelty ; this Remembrance {iifles 
part of my Reſentments, and obliges me to make a fur- 
ther Trial both of Seleucus's Friendſhip, and Perdiccas's 
Generoſity, to obtain the Liberty of my Siſters; Com- 
pleat the Glory of that Action, 0 Perdiccas, which you 
did in favour of them, and reſtore us a Queen, and a 
Princeſs which are of tao illuſtrious a Birth to continue 
your Captives any longer. Artaxerxes demands his Sif- 
ters of you, and Oroondates's Miſtreſs, the deſire of gain- 
ing ſuch a Friend ſhould make you forget your Intereſts, 
and if you cannot become his by the Recital of his 
admirable 
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admirable Actions, conſider him as a Prince, who twice 
has been the Author of your Safety; he ſecur'd you once 
from the Revenge of Lyſimachr's, and after our Combate 
upon the River-ſide, he aſſiſted you again, tho' conſider- 
ing you as Statira's Murtherer, one would have thought 
he ſhould rather have given you a Thouſand Deaths, than 
the Succour you receiv'd from him. Tis this miraculous 
Man, whoſe Vertue wins him Idolaters in all Places;; 
'tis he whom at the Head of his Troops, you have ſeen 
defeat your Battalions alone, and carry'd Victory which 
way ſoever he turn'd, he under whoſe Valour I have 
ſunk two or three ſeveral Times, and he — 


Say no 
more, ( interrvpted Oroondates, whoſe Modeſty Wars not 
ſuffer Arſaces's Diſcourſe any longer) theſe Praiſes vftend 
our Friendſhip, and 'tis enough you told .Perdiccas Artax- 
erxes loves me, to obtain the Favour you demand of him 
in my Behalf, Statira is without doubt indebted to him 
for her Life, and I ſhall be indebted to him for Statira, 


and alſo for my Life, if he generouſly can conquer his 


Intereſts, and if he will grant that to our Requeſts, 
which he has refuſed to the Threats, and to the Force of 
ſo potent an Army as that of ours. Perdiccas, who du- 
ring the Diſcourſe of the Two Princes, had had Time 


80 fett le his Aſtoniſhment, and to recall 09 Mind a 


Wounds Artaxerxes had given him, and the Shame Oroon- 


| dates, for all he was unknown to him, had made him 
ſuffer, when at the Head of his Army he had overthrown 
him on the Cround at the firſt Encounter, conſidered 
| thoſe Two Princes, but t was Orcondates as his Rival, 
and Artaxerxes as his Enemy: And recollecting all his 
Confidence to reply, I am very glad (ſaid he) to know 
' Perſons with whom I have had Encounters of no ſmall 
Importance, and with whom I ſhall not fear the like 


again, tho' Fortune ſeconded them in the former; I have 


| been wounded by your Hand, Artaxerxes, and by thet 


Occaſion that made us fight, you know Statira is alive, 
and moreover that ſhe is alive by my Aſſiſtance ; I there- 
fore will not tell you ſhe is dead, as all other Men have 
hitherto been made believe, and I have too much Intereſt 
in her Life to ceaſe to defend it, while the Gods aftord 


me mine. Statira is alive, but ſhe's not alive for Oroon- 
| #8 5 dates ; 
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Weight to counterbalance what he hath done againſt us; 
and altho' what Arſaces has done for us, were able to 
make me forget the Wounds he gave me, neither of them 
ought to hope for that from me, which I would not part 
with for all the Empires of the World ; nor doth any 
Rule of Generoſity oblige me to give that to my Encmy, 
and to my Rival, which I would refuſe to my deareſt 
Friends, and even to Alexander himſelf, if he were yet 
in a Condition to make uſe” of the Power he once had 


over me. But thou ſhalt (replied impaticnt Croondates) ; 


thou ſhalt either give Statira to that Enemy, and to that 
Rival, or elſe that Tife which thou haſt already been 
like to loſe by the Sword of cach ; IJ expected nothing 


from thee, and if I did abaſe my ſelf ſo far as to entreat 1 


thee, know thou oweſt that forcing of my Inclinations 
only to the Power Artaxerxes hath with me. 

If I were not with-held by the Promiſe I have given 
him, perhaps thou never ſhouldſt return into thy Camp, 
to boaſt of the Advantages thou haſt over me; and thou 
ſhouldſt quickly know, that if Statira be not alive for 
Oroondates, ſhe never ſhall be ſo for Perdiccas. Think 
not ( replied Perdiccas, putting his Hand upon the Hilt 
of his Sword) that thy Threats can territy me, or that 
I will take Advantage by the Promiſe thou haſt given 
thy Friend; I'll defend Statira, both againſt thy Perſon, 
and againſt thy Forces, ſhe is in my Power, ſhe is in Ba- 

lon with her Siſter, and that which I have hitherto 
kept ſecret for other Conſiderations than thine, ſhall 
now be publiſh'd to the whole World, to engage thee 
ſo much the more to execute what thou haſt threatned. 

Oroondates ſuffer'd himſelf to be tranſported with his 
Anger, and would without doubt have decided his 
Quarrel with Perdiccas, if he had not been with-held 
by Artaxerxes, who ſtill conſidering SeJeucus as a Man 
to whom he was obliged, deſired to ſhun the Occaſion 
of drawing his Sword againſt him. It is an eaſier Mat- 
ter, (added the Prince of Perſia) for ſuch Perſons as 
Oroondates to execute than to threaten ; but I ſhould have 
hoped that Seleucus (continued he, turning toward him) 


would have uſed ſome Endeavour to draw Perdiccas to 
more 
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dates; altho' the good Office he did me, were ſufficient 
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more vertuous Thoughts. If I had not hitherto (re- 
plied Seleucus) known a great deal of Vertue in Ferdiccas, 
and a great deal of Juſtice and Integrity in all his AQ- 
ons, I would never have been his Friend; but I am ſo 
now in ſuch a high Degree, that I ſerve him without 
arguing againſt his Intentions, and without conſiderin 

any other Intereſts but his. Then IT am diſengaged (ſaid 
Artaxerzes briskly) of Part of what I owe you. I ac- 
quit you of all, (anſwered Seleucus) and fince you are 
Perdircas's Enemy, 1 cannot look upon you as other than 
the Enemy of Selencug. I will not be fo far his Enemy, 
(replied the Prince) but that I ſhall remember I am 
obliged to him, and thall diſcern him always from the 
reſt of his Party. They had ſaid more, if Oroondates, 
who could no longer endure the Sight of Perdiccas with- 
out breaking forth 11to Rage, had not haſtened their Se- 
paratiou : Let's away, Brother (ſaid he ro the Prince) 
and itay no longer with Enemies, with whom we muſt 
hencctorth converſe no other way but with our Swords, 
Farewel Perdiccas, (continued he, looking upon kim 
with an Eye that ſparkled with Fury, and with an Eye 
which as reſolute as he was, did a little daunt him) de- 
fend Statira, ſince thou haſt undertaken it, but know 
the Day draws near when thou ſhalt reſtore her to me, 
and all the Blood in thy Body with her. He ſaid no 


' more, but pulling Arſaces by the Arm, made him with- 


out other Salute turn from his Enemies, whom he left 
with very threatning Words and Actions; yet in the 
midſt of all his Anger, he carried away no ſmall Satif- 
faction, in having learnt from Perdiccas (who till then 
had difavow'd it) that Caſſardra was in Babylon; and 
ſince he was aſſur'd of the Place of her Abode by him, 
who knew it better than any body elſe in the World, he 
hop'd he ſhould recover her by Force, tho' his Enemies 
were yet ſtronger than they were, and tho' Babylon were 
defended with a Hundred Walls, like that wherewith 
it was encloſcd. 5 8 

As ſoon as the Two Princes were returned to the 
Camp, all the Commanders came about them, to hear 
what had been the Succeſs of that Interview; and they 
gave them an exact Account of all that had paſs'd be- 
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tween them. Dear Companion of my Fortune, (ſaid 
Oroondates to Lyſimachus ) our Princeſſes are in Babylon, 


and from henceforward we no more can doubt of their 


Life, nor of the Place of their Captivity , but we muſt 
win them with the Edge of the Sword, for Perd:ccas 
prep.res to defend them with his utmoſt Power. Perdic. 
tags Defence ( reply'd Lyſimachus) will be but weak 


2cainſt the Valour of Oroondates, and perhaps Alcetas has 
not conguer'd all the Difficulties he has yer to encounter 


jor the obtaining of Pariſatis. After theſe Words, the 
reſt of the Day was ſpeat in neceſſary Preparations for 


tie Battle, and the next Morning all the Troops were 


caretully overlook'd, their Number exactly taken, and 
be ſeveral. Battalions were diſpoſed, according to the 
Greer they. intended to obſerve. The Day of Battle hap- 
pen'd to be that of Orcondates's Command, and all the 
Othcers in whom that Prince's Vertue had made a won- 
derful Impreſſion, ſhew'd an extreme Contentment that 


i fo fell out. Vet Oroondates would have ſhar'd that 


Glory with his Companions, . but they oppoſed his Inten- 
tion ſo ſtiffly, that it was impoſſible for him to make 
them conſent ; and even Arfaces himſelf, whom he 


preſs'd to it by all the Conſiderations of their Friendſhip, 


perſiſted formerly in the Reſolution of the reſt, and con- 


renting himſelf with the Glory he had gain'd at the Head 


of the Scthian Army, would needs ſce his dear Brother, 
at that of ſo many gallant Men, and leave him the whole 
Honour of that memorable Day. | 
Oroondates being in the End conſtrain'd to yield to the 
Deſires of his Friends, proteſted that nothing but Obedi- 


 Er.ce made him accept of an Advantage, to which his 


awbition never had aſpir'd, and afterwards by their 


Advice he diſpoſed of the Forces on this Manner: He 
divided them into Four Bodies, as at the other Battle, 


the firſt of which was given to the valiant Arſaces ; t was 
with an exeeeding Joy, and with a marvellous Hope of 
Victory that they ſaw ſo great a Man obcy'd by the 
Conquerors of the greateſt part of the World ; and with 
them they that had been his Father's Subjects acknow- 
legged. their Prince, and ſubmitted to him with an extra- 
ordinary Affection. That Body was compoſed of Bactri- 

ans, 
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ans, and Zogdians, under Prince Oxyartes, who deſired to 
unice himſelf to the Fortune of his Nephew, and under 
Cophes the Son of Artabaſus , of Syrians under the brave 
Laomedon, of Lydians under Menander, and of Cappadocians 
under the generous Eumenes. The ſecond Body Was 
given to Lyſimachus, conſiſting of Thracians, and of the 
Inhabitants of Poxtus, and Ecſphorits ; of Feyptians and 
Arabians under Pto omeus, Who would needs fight that 
Pay by the Side of his dear Friend, and of Clicians, un- 
der the Conduct of Oreſtes, the Brother of their deceaſed 
Commander Phzlotas, The third was aſſign'd to the great 
Craterus, and under him marched the valiant Macedonians 
that were lately ot Alexander's Guard, with Polyperchon, 
who deſired to fight at the Head of them; the Africans, 
Subjects of P?olomens, under his Brother Meuelaus; as al- 


ſo the Armenians, and Meſopotamians, who wanted Leaders 


ſince the Death of their Princes Phrataphernes, and Ar- 


; cleſclaus, who with their Sons had fallen by the Sword 
of Arſaces, The gallant Queen of the Amazons com- 
* manded the laſt, and tho' the would have retuſed that 


Charge, ſhe - was conſtrain'd to accept of it, by the molt 


urgent Entreaties of all the Princes; ſhe was follow'd by 
her courageous Amazons under Menalyppa and Amalthea, 

| by the Paphlagonians, who were led by Emwuriſteus, Eume- 
| nes's Lieutenant, by the Hyrcanians under Thilip, and by 
the Phrygians under Antigonus, who for all his Greatneſs, 


and the Height of his Quality and Reputation, would 


needs place himſelf that Day under the Banners of that 
| valiant Princeſs : Demetrius had an Employment worthy of 
himſelf, which was a Body a- part, compoſed of fix thou- 
| Tand Horſe, that was to keep upon the Wings, and ac- 
* cording to the Events and Neceſſities, to ſuccour them 


that had need of his Aſſiſtance ; and the Conduct of Two 
Hundred Chariots of War, arm'd with Scythes and Plates 


of Iron, and full of Archers taken out of the ſeveral Na- 
tions, was committed to young Alexander the Son of Po- 
perchon. The whole Army being thus diſpoſed of, the 
Four chief Commanders took a Survey of thoſe Troops 


that were to obey them, and during the Remainder of 
that Day, they ſhew'd themſelves to the Soldiers, and. 
inſtructed the Officers in . thoſe things they defired ro 
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make them know. Craterus, who had the Command tha: 
Bay, was careful to overſee the Arms, Horſes, Chariots, 
and the Field of Battle ; and when Night was come, bh 
ſides the general Cares, every Man in particular was di. 
verſiy employ d in Preparations for that important Day, 
The Morning Light began newly to appear, when the 
Signal of Battle W as foe © up on the Top of Oro:ndates's 
I Tent, and the Sound of a Thouſand warlike Inſtruments, | 
which were heard from one Camp to the other, rouz'd 
up thoſe that were faſteſt aſleep, and excited in the 
jainteſt Hearts a Courage which was not natural to them, 
tbe Prince of Scythia had not ſtay'd for it, but his Cares, 
and his generous Impatience had made him leave his Bed 
Letore the Break of Day. As ſoon as he perceived the 
Shining of the earlieſt Beams, I falute thee (cry'd he) O 
giorious Day, and thou bright Sun, the tutelary God of 
my Princeſs's Country, who To- Day art to give Light to 
an Action worthy of thy Preſence; it theſe Years, which 
my Love has covered with a gloomy Obſcurity, have 
vais'd with ſome kind of Diſhonour to me, perhaps I 
To-Day may find Occaſion to make my Fortune alone 
be accuſed of part of thoſe Faults which have hitherto 
reflected upon me. My Arms, (continued he) my Arms; 
and preſently after Loncates having brought them, he 
put them on with the Help of Araxer, who buſied him- 
ſelf in that Employment with a Joy which he drew 
from the Contentment of his Maſter, They were the 
lame he wore in the former Battle, as well becauſe he 
had try'd their Goodnels, and for Love of the Prince 
that had given him them, as to make himſelf the more 
calily known to Perdiccas, againſt whom he had now 
turn'd all the Anger which before was chiefly againit 
Arſaces. There had been but very few with him at his 
Riſing, becauſe he was one of the firſt up in the whole 
2mp, but his Arms were not quite on, when his 
Chamber was full of Officers of the Army. He with 
them went out of his Chamber to go into that of Ar/aces, 
whom he found out of Bed, and with him Oxyartes, 
Nyoneus, and many other noble Perſons, whoſe Affections 
that Prince's admirable Vertues had acquir'd, Brother, 
0 cry'd Oroondates as he came in) To-Day we ſhall have 


you 
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you to fight with us, and I hope we ſhall conquer, ſince 
in turning of our Side, you without doubt will make 
the Victory turn with you. Yes, Brother, (replied Prince 
Artaxerxes) we ſhall conquer, and if the Gods are not 
too much our Enemies, an Army commanded by Oroon- 
dates, and by ſo many valiant Princes cannot chuſe but 


hope for Victory. | 

After theſe Words, and many others full of Modeſty, 
and Civility, they received Hſimachus, Ptolomens, and 
Craterus, and by little and little all the conſiderable Men 
of the Army. Berenice, Apamia, and the other Ladies, 
whom the Apprehenſions of that Day had waken'd ſooner 
than ordinary, came thither alſo. Apamia and Arſinoe 
openly ſhew'd. the Fear they were in for their dear Hus- 


bands; and Berenice, tho' the endeavoured to diſſemble 


part of hers, or to make the Opinton of it fall upon her 
Affection to her Brother, could not keep the Company 
trom diſcovering, that tho' Oreondates was very dear to 
her, yet her greateſt Diſquiets were for Artaxerxes. Oro- 


oudates obſerved it with much Joy, and as jealous as he 


lad been of him for another, he envied not his Friend 
the Precedence in his Siſter's Affection. Twas in her 
Preſence Artaxerxes called for his Arms, which had neu- 
ly been preſented to him by his Uncle Prince Oxyartes ; 
they had been Darins's, and were the ſame he wore when 
under the Name of Codoman, he by a memorable Com- 


| bate had added Armenia to the Crown of Perſia, and the 


Priacc's Son having killed them, out of the ReſpeR he 
owed unto that Memory, could not put them on without 
ſolemnizing that Remembrance with fome "Fears, nor 
without drawing ſome by his Action from the Eyes of 


_ Oroondates, and Oxyartes, with the reſt of their Compa— 


riovs. AS Darius had been the greateſt, and moſt mag- 
niſſeent King in alle the World, his Arms ſhewed Tokens 
of his Magni ficence, and of his Greatneſs, and the Gold 
aud Stones of Value wherewith they were enriched, af- 
torded no fight of the Matter whereof they were made; 
to that when the Prince had put them on, he look'd like 
fierce Achilles in thoſe gallant Arms whereon Talcan at 


the Requeſt of Tretzs had ſet forth the utmoſt of his 


Skill, All the Princes went out of the Tent together to 
25 be 
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be.preſent at the Sacrifices that were going to be offered 
thro' the whole Camp, and by the Zeal they teſtified in 
That Action, made the Soldiers know that 'twas rather 
from the Gods than from their Valour they ought to ex- 
pe& the Succeſs of that dangerous Day; the Prieſt found 
nothing ominous, either in the Smoak or in the Entrails 
of the Beaſts, and ſome among them having eſpied an 
Eagle flying toward the Left-hand, drew a Preſage from 
| thence, that gave them a very great hope of Victory. 
The Troops began preſently after to march out of their 
Efptrenchments, and were drawn up in the Plain by the 
Care of Eumenes and Polyperchon, white Arſaces took a 
leave of Berenice, which ſhe could not give him without 
breaking forth into Sorrow, and while .Prince. Oroondates 
attended by his faithful Araxes,. gallop'd thro' all the 
ſeveral Diviſions, and by his Words and Preſence ſtirr'd 
up a Deſire.to fight in the Hearts of the verieſt Cowards ; 
the. Princeſſes were already retired, all the Commanders 
were at the Heads of their Battalions, and the Forces be- 
ing quite drawn up, marched toward their Enemies in 
gallant Order ; they had mov'd but a little Way when 
they perceived them, and from a riſing Ground ſaw all 
the Field of Babylon covered with Men and Horſes. 
Their Order was no leſs beautiful than that of our 
Princes, nor their March leſs conſiderable. Perdiccas 
had divided his Army into fx Battalians; the firſt com- 
poſed of Macedonians, Parthians, and the Inhabitants of 
Mount Caucaſus was commanded by the valiant Seleucus. 
Caſſander led the ſecond, conſiſting of Carians, Lycians, 
and of the invincible Areiraſpides, The third obeyed 
Leenatus, and under him marched the Pamphiliars, the 
Oraches, aud the Argeans, The fourth was under the . 
Conduct of Alcetas, in which were the Inhabitants of 
the two Mediaes, the Pelaſoians, and thoſe Zogdiars that 
were not under the Juriſdiction of Artabaſus. The fifth, 
whoſe Leader was Neoptolemus, was made up of natural 
Perſians, and the Inhabitants of Suſiana, and thoſe of 
that part of Ba&riaz,which was under the Obedience of 
Scyibeus. Peuceſias brought up the laſt, and was follow- 
ed by the Babylonzans,.,BeHites, and the Soldiers of Mar- 
giana. Pythen had the Charge of Two Hundred and mY 
arm'd 
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arm'd Chariots, and Statanor that of Five or Six Thou- 
ſand Horſe, which were a Reſerve tor the ſame Purpoſe 
as thoſe ot Demetrius. 

The two Armies were no ſooner within fight but they 
ſaluted one another after the uſual manner, and all the 
valiaat Commanders of each Side, animated by the pre- 
ſent Objects, and by the Reſoluteneſs they obſery'd in 
their Soldiers Faces, ſhew'd a generous Impatience in 
their own, and forgot not any Thing belonging to their 
Charge that could conduce unto the Victory. Lyfi imachus, 
Ftolomenus, Craterus, 1 haleſtri 1s, Eumenes, Folyperchon, and 
Demetrius, appear'd at the Head of their Troops like fo 
many invincible Alc:des ; Arſaces was before the firſt with 
a more than human Preſence, and with a Majeſty worthy 
of his high Birth, which begot Love, Reſpect, and Fear 
in all that beheld him; and Prince Oroondates, fuller of 
|  Bifincf> than all the reſt, ſeem'd alſo to be greater and 
| handſomer than ordinary, and the Action wherewith he 
was animated, made a Firc appear about his Face, which 
dazel'd the Eyes of all that confider'd him. He had al- 
ready wearied two Horles with riding about to every 
Rank, nor did he forget any of his natural Eloquence 
to inflaine the coldeſt Hearts with a deſire of Victory. 
© My valiant Companions, (ſaid he to thoſe that could 
© hear him) I am unworthy to command theſe invincible 
Forces, which under a Leader worthy of them, have 

© vanquilh'd all the Earth; but fince J have the Glory to 

fight with you to Day, l ſhall alſo have the Glory to 

, conquer with you. I to leſs generous Perſons ſhould 

© repreſent the-intereſt you all have in this Victory, I 

© ſhould make ſome of you deſire it by the hope of in- 

© cliimable Spoils, others by that of Reſt, which after 
| © ſuch tedious Labours you well may wiſh for, and all 
' © by that of the high Reputation your Arms have given 
© you, and which from the Iſſue of this Day expects its 

* laſt Eſtabliſhment : Bur to the Conquerors of the 

© World, to the Maſters of the whole Earth, What can a 

0 Stranger promiſe; what can he make be hop'd that 1s 

© not far below theni ; and what Belict can they have in 

an unknown Perſon, whoſe molt glorious Advantage is 


© that he holds to Day from the Goodneſs of your Princes, 
£ and - 
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and of your ſelves? It ſhall therefore be neither Spoil 
© nor Glory that III propoſe to you, but the Revenge of 
© your great King, and the Safety and Liberty of your il- 
c luſtrious Queen : Tis againſt the horrible Murtherers 
© of Alexander you are to fight, and from thoſe very Mur— 
© therers you demand nothing but the Widow and Siſter 
o 
c 
Cc 
0 
o 
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of that victorious King. Beſides the Quality that Al- 

liance gave them, their Birth is conſiderable to many of 
you ; and I aflure my fſel*, that among Troops of ſo 

many ſeyeral Nations, which heretotore were under the 

Obedience of the worthily deplored Darius, there are a 

great Number who yet hold his Memory in Venera- 

tion. Allow ſomething, (valiant Men) allow ſome- 
thing to that Remembrance ; the Son of that great King, 
© more conſiderable by his Virtues than by his Birth, 
© fights on your Side to Day, and forgets whatever ſome 
«of you have done againſt his Houſe, to turn all his Re- 
| © ſentments againſt your Enemies. You will infallibly 
| © conquer, being ſupported as you are, both by the Ju- 
ſtice of your Quarrel, and by the Courage of ſo many 
brave Commanders who fight at the Head of you: If 
your Foes are valiant, as without doubt they are, ſince 
they heretofore were your Companions, and that they 
ſhar'd with you in the Honour of ſo many Conqueſts ; 
if they be harder to vanquiſh than thoſe Nations you 
have overcome without Reſiſtance, the Victory over 
them will be much the more glorious, and you may 
boaſt, that after having ſubdued Aſia, and the greateſt 
part of Europe and Africa, you at laſt have conquered 
the only Enemies that could diſpute the Prize of Valour 
with you'. Oroondates had hardly ended theſe Words, 
when the Soldiers, by loud Acclamations, teſtified what 
an Impreſſion they had wrought upon them, and at the 
ſame time, they were come ſo near their Enemies, that 
it no longer was in the Power of the Generals to bridle 
their Impetuouſneſs. 

The laſt Signals were given on either fide, and the 
Troops marched up with ſuch a Fury as could be com- 
par'd to nothing but it ſelf, On one fide the great Arſa- 
ces, and on the other the brave Seleucus began that bloody 

Day, and the foremoſt Ranks of each Party, after having 
1 | exchang'd 
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exchang' d a Cloud of Arrows, cloſed to a nearer diſtance, 


and drawing their Swords fell without delay to hand 


Blows. Their valiant Leaders who equally ſought for- 
Glory where the Danger was greatcſt, and who knew 
not one another by reaſon they had chang'd their Arms, 
ran fiercely to the Charge, and having broke their Ja- 
velins upon their Shields, which they mutually oppoſed 
againſt their Strokes, they ſhock'd each other with an in- 
credible Violence. Arſaces was diſorder'd in his Scat, 

and Seleucus was like to have loſt his, yet did he ſettle: 
hinſelt again with a great deal of Agility, and by his 
Readineſs in drawing his Sword, cover'd part of the Diſ- 

advantage of that Encounter. Theſe two great Men be- 

ing in the middle of their Troops, had not the liberty 
of a laſting Combate, but were both conſtrain'd by the 

Throng that parted them, to carry Death to other Per- 

ſons. Eucrates the Son of Axiarchus, Prince of the In- 

habitants of Mount Caucaſus, with his Brother Evagoras, 

were the firſt that found it under the Sword of Arſaces, 
and tho' they had Courage, and that they charg'd him 
both together, their Attempts were to no purpoſe againſt 

him, and received a difterent Death, one by the Point, 

the other by the Edge of his keen Sword, 

From theſe he patled on to other Enemies, diſdaining 
common ones to chuſe out thoſe that were more terrible ; 


Oxyartes, Eumenes, Cophes, and Tlyoneus, endeayoured to 


follow him amongſt the thickeſt ; but though they did 
Actions worthy of their great Reputatiou, Arſaces open'd 
their Way whitherſoever he turn'd, and in all Places left 
bloody Marks of his having paſſed. Seleucus and his 
Men conteſted for the Advantage with wondrous Cou- 
rage, and the hand of Seleucus had already laid Copbes in 
the Duſt, and given two dangerous Wounds to Honeus; 
but then Perdiccas made Caſſander advance with his Bat- 
talion on the Right-hand, and Leonatus with another on 
the Left. The falling on of the fierce Argiraſpides, who 
gave Death to all that came before them, ſoon made the 
Victory incline toward Perdiccas's Side, and if Prince 
Oroo dates in Perſon had not brought up Ly/imachus with. 
his Troops, thoſe of Arſaces would have been in maniteſt 
danger. Demetrius, by the ſame Order, aſſaulted Leo- 
| | | narus 
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natus alſo at the ſame Time, but with ſuch Vigour, that 


he preſently trampled under Foot whatſoever oppoſed his 
Paſſage. This double Re-inforcement chang'd the Form 
of the-Battel, and all Perdiccas's Advantage was loſt in a 
Fight of more Equality; but Python then appear'd with 


his arm'd Chariots, and ruſhing on with them into the 


Enemies Infantry, did very conſiderable Execution. Oro- 
ondates commanded one young Alexander with his, which 
making a no leſs bloody Slaughter, return'd a cruel ex- 
change to the contrary Party. Then it was that the 
Face of the Battel became more horrible, and Death 
ran through all the Ranks in many hideous and diſmal 
Forms. | 

Oroondates having diſengag'd himſelf of the firſt Cares 
of- his Command, began to fight now in his own Perſon ; 
and after he had {lain the firſt that withſtood his Fury, 
ſought Perdiccas amongſt all his Enemies, and made his 
Name reſound which Way ſoever he went. Perdiccas 
avoided not the Combate, but he was inviron'd by a 
Number of his Friends, to whom Oroondates's Valour 
was well known, and who by the 'Trial they had made of 
it-in the former Battel, were afraid with Reaſon for their 
General, and oppoſed the Deſign he had to ſtand the 
Fury of that dreadful Enemy. Oroondates hew'd open 
his Paſſage to them, but not without Dithculties, and 


Dangers wherein any other Man but he would have been 
loſt. Python, who at the Head of his Chariots made a 


lamentable Mallacre of the Foot, having a while beheld 


his admirable Actions, notwithſtanding the Hazard he 
faw in that Reſolution, had yet the Boldneſs to encoun- 


ter him, and remembring in how many Perils he had 
out-brav'd pale Death under the Command of Alexan- 


der, he thought that without Diſhonour he could not ſhun - 


that laſt. 


1 With this Belief he oppoſed Croondates's Paſſage, and 
charg'd him with ſo weighty a Stroke, as made the Prince 


of Seythia know the Vigour of his Enemy; but he ſoon 


xve him better Proots of his, for with his Shield re- 
ceiving thoſe Blows where with he ſeconded his firſt, he 


with one ſingle Thruſt, ia the Default of his Cuiraſs, 


found Entrance to the Seat of Life. That famous Captain 
opening 


opening his Arms fell dead at the Feet of Agenor his 


- 
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oungelt Son, who, not willing to ſurvive his Father, 


inſtead of giving him the Jaſt Atliſtance, ran deſperately 
as a Lion to his Revenge ; Cruel Man, (cried he to the 


Prince) ſince thou haſt kill'd my Father, either die, or 


kill me alſo. As he ſpake theſe Words, he ruſh'd pre- 


cipitately upon him with ſo little Circumſpection, that in 
the Point of the Sword yet wreaking with his Father's - 
Blood, he found the End of that Life, which he no lon- - 
ger would preſerve, Nearchus, a moſt intimate Friend - 
to Python, flew upon this Murtherer with a great many 
others, but the furious Scythian made Way amongſt them 


like a Thunder-bolt, and ſending ſome of the forwardeſt 


to bite the Ground, laid Nearchus himſelf there alſo, - 
having given him two very dangerous Wounds, This 
Action was in the fight of Perdiccas and of his Friends, 


who altogether ran upon Oroondates with terrible Cries, 


and with Perdiccas whom he ſought, had like to have 


made him alſo find his Death. Yet did he lay about him 
with a more than manly Flerceneſs, and there came but 


few Blows. from his Hand, that drew not ſome - of the 


Enemies Blood. He had deſcried Perdiccas in the midſt - 


of them, and 'rwas at Perdiccay he ruſh'd headlong thro? 


the claſhings of a Hundred Swords. Are theſe (cried 


he to him) the Effects of thy gallant Reſolution, and of 


thy Love? Come out of that Croud, which ſaves me 


from thy Valour, and if thou art a worthy Succeſſor ot 
Alexander, ſhun not the Sword of thy Rival, and of thine 


Enemy. | 
Theſe Words receiv'd no Anſwer, but the Blows of 


a great many Swords at the ſame Time; and without 
doubt that obſtinate Prince had met his Death among ſo 


reat a Number of Foes, if the Gods had not ſent Arſa- 


ces and Lyſimachus, with a Troop of valiant Men to his 
Kelick. Arſaces was all dyed in Blood, and Lyſtmachus - 


had ſhed ſo much, that his Arms were read all over with 
it. Thoſe two brave Princes having found Oroondates 


in ſo great a Danger, Courage, (cried they both together) 


we muſt Conquer, we muſt take Revenge, and breaking 


into that Rawpa:c of Men which ſneltred -Perdiccas from 
| the 


* 
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the Prince of Scythia's Fury, quickly leflen'd their Num- 
ber, and with Actions worthy of themſelves, diſengag'd 
their gallant Friend. We 

Oroondates was ſorry he had neglected the Care of a 
General, to follow his particular Revenge; and know- 
ing that all the Enemies Army began to encompaſs them, 
ſent Word by Alexander to Craterus, and to the Amazon 
Queen, that they ſhould bring up the laſt Battalions to 
charge. This Order was preſently perform'd, and Crate- 
r on the one Side, and that matchleſs Queen on the 
other, came into the Fight, preſently after Alcetas, Peu- 
ceſtas, and Neopto/emus. Then it was that the Maſſacre 
grew horrible, and that the famous Troops of Alexander, 
with the renowned Amazons, flew many Thouſand Men, 
whoſe Courage might have prolong'd their Deſtiny 
againſt other Enemies. But on the other Party, the 
Macedenians, and the invincible Argiraſpides made no leſs 
Slaughter of thoſe with whom they fought, Thoſe fear- 
leſs Women, led by their warlike Queen, got Ground of 
Neoptolemus's Squadrons; and Ihaleſtris being engag'd in 
Fight with their Commander, after ſome Blows that 
paſs'd without Inequality, wounded him at laſt with 
many others, and made him fall under the Horſes Feet. 
No ſooner was Alcetas come up into the Battle, but U fi- 
machus had ſought him through all the Field, loudly de- 
fying him to the Combate, and by provoking Words in- 
viting him to uſe the ſame Diligence on his Side ; but 
 flretas was not at Liberty to do ſo, for he was then 
exchanging Blows with Demetrius, and that with fo lit- 
tle Advantage, that if his Friends had not deliver'd him 
out of the Hands of that young Prince, there was no 
doubt but he had Joſt his Lite. Among all the chicf 
Commanders on: either Side, there was not one but made 
himſelf remarkable that Day, by many Proofs.of Cou- 
rage, Lyſimachus did Actions beyond all the ſabulous 
Heroes; Pt:lomems, thruſt on by an old Animqaſity, clo- 
ſed often with Seleucus, but they ſtill were parted by 
their Men, and carried the Effects of their Anger other- 
where, which became fatal to divers valiant Soldiers. 
Eumenes ſought all about for his ancient Enemy Neopto- 
lemus, but the Amazon Queen had already diſpatch'd him 

| | to 


Bock VI. CASSANDRA 37% 


to his Hand. Craterus, Oxyartes, Polyperchon, Anti gonus, 
and Lacmedon, appear'd both in the Duties of Com- 
manders, and in the Actions of Soldiers, worthy of their 
high Reputation. Part of the Day was paſſed without 
giving any probable Con jecture of the Succeſs of that 
bloody Battel, when Statanor (whom Perdiccas had re- 
ſerv'd with Six Thouſand Horſe) advanc'd at the Orders 
he receiv'd, and came pouring down upon the Amaxens. 
Seleucus on the other Side having rallied the Argiraſpides ; 
Invincible Argiraſpides, (cried he) who have never 
fought but to overcome, will you ſuficr your ſelves to 
be robb'd of a Victory which is your due? And will 
you loſe in one fingle Day that high Renown you have 
acquired in ſo many Years * Ah ! Let us rather die to- 
octher, and it we cannot be Conquerors, let us at 
leaſt fall with a Glory worthy of the Memory of Alex- 

ander. | 
With theſe Words he ran foremoſt into the Id an 
Squadrons, and having with a ſhock overthrown their 
Prince the brave Meander, he with two ſucceſsful Blows 
flew Cleobulus and Leoftenes, the Sons of Ariobarſanes, 
who fought near his Perſon. The Argiraſpides, enooue- 
raged by that glorious Example, gave ſuch a furious 
Charge 2gainſt the Lydians, and Cylicians, that having 
forc'd their Oppolition, they made them turn their Backs, 
and began to purſue them with a terrible Execution. 
On the other Side the Amazons not having been able to 
reſiſt the brunt of Statanor's Cavalry, had given back in 
ſpite of them ; and thoſe freſh Men falling in when they 
were tir'd with fighting, put them in ſo great Diſorder, 
that they wanted but very little of being defeated. The 
valiant Thaleſtris, doing Wonders in her own Perſon, ſaw 
ch tem ne ſtra and Amalthea tall dead at her Feet, and run- 
ning headlong to their Revenge, her Horſe was kill'd 
under her with a multitude of Wounds, The Panger in 
which ſhe ſaw her ſelf could nothing daunt her, but 
fighting a-foot with an invincible Courage, ſhe made a: 
heap of Bodies which for a while defended her from her 
Foes. Yet was ſhe ready to have loſt her Lite, not be- 
ing able to hope for any Relief from her routed Amazons, 
when 
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when the Gods brought Arſaces to her Aſſiſtance, The- 
Name of Ar/aces ſtruck a Fear into the Enemies Troops; 
but before he could make his Paſſage to the Queen, her 
Cask was fallen at her Feet, and her Head being un- 
arm'd, would certainly have been wounded by the Hand 
of cruel Statanor, if the unexpected Sword of a Warrior, 


who appear'd upon a ſudden, had not flaſt'd off that fa- 
crilegious Arm, and with a ſecond Blow taken the Lite 
of that barbarous Man, whom the fight of ſo much Beau- 
ty had not been able to make relent. After this Action, 
that valiant Man flew Sinus, alſo the Prince of Szſiana, 


who was one of the eagereſt to kill or take the Queen, 


and gave the Son of Scythers a mortal Wound. By theſe 
Exploits he ſcattered the Throng wherewith Thaleſtris 
was almoſt o'crwhelm'd, and had already procur'd her 
Means to get upon Stataror's Horſe, when they faw the 


Foe gave way at the arrival of the redoubted Arſaces. 


 Avſates was follow'd by a Squadron of Bactrians and Cap- 
padocians, who under ſuch a Leader quickly chang'd the 
Face of the Combate; for charging into the thickeſt of 


Scytheus's Suſiant and Zogdians, he not only ſtopt their 


Impetuoſity, but made them loſe the Delign they had 
againſt the Life of their Enemies, to think upon the Pre- 
ſervation of their own. How many courageous Men 
fell⸗then under the Sword of great Arſaces, and how 


much Blood did he pour forth to the fair Amazons Re- 


venge, and to Darius s Memory; Scytheus was one of 
the firſt that felt his Fury, who being run quite thro' 
the Belly, fell without Breath in the middle of his 
Troops. Arthous, Prince of the pelaſgiam, would have 
reveng'd his Friend, but he met a Deſtiny which difter'd 
only in this, that Scytheus received his Death by the 
Point of Arſaces's Sword, and he his by the Edge; for 
both his Arms, which he had lifted up to diſcharge a 
Blow with all his Force on his Enemies Head, being cut 
oft cloſe to his Elbows, he was carried away a while by 
his unguided Horſe, and tumbled at laſt among the Feet 
of the reſt, where he miſerably loſt his Life. That War- 
rior who had firſt relieved the Amazon Queen, ſeconded 
Arſaces with Blows little different from bis, and Tha- 
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lefiris being got on Horſeback, and having put on her 
Cask again by his Aſſiſtance, labour'd in her own Re- 
venge with marvellous Animoſity. The Amazons ral- 
lied in a little Time, and being encourag'd by the Ex- 
ample of their Queen, and by the Help of the Bactrians, 
and of the Cappadocians their Neighbours, they came on 
afreſh-with ſuch a Furv, that the Troops of Statanor, the 
Syſians and the Zogdians having loſt their chief Com- 
manders, were no longer able to withſtand them, but 
having . a while retiring, at laſt turn'd their Backs, 
and quitted the Victory and the Field together. The 
Conquerors ſeeing them routed, follow'd their Advan- 
tage with loud. Cries; but in the interim on the other 
Wing of the Battle the Sacceſs was very contrary. The 
Argiraſpides and Macedonians, led by the furious Seleucus, 
Caſſander, and Perdiccas, who then fought there in Per- 
ſon, after having broken the Lydian and Pamphilians 
Squadrons, were already enlarging their Victory upon 
the Phrygiars, and by little and little were putting the 
better part of the Army in a Rout: They ſtill advanc'd - 
like an impetuous Torrent which nothing was able to 
reſiſt, when the Gods, for the Safety of their Foes, 
brought Prince Oroondates to oppoſe them, who with 
Ptolomens and Lyſimachus came from another part of the. 
Battel, where his Preſence had been neceſſary. O Gods, 
how great was the Indignat ion of the Prince of Scythia, 
when he ſaw his defeated Troops flie ſhamefully 2 
the Face of their Enemies? Certainly, it would be very 
hard to repreſent his Fury, but they that came in his 
way felt the prodigious Effects of it; he caſt up his ter- 
rible Brow on every ſide, and having a while conſidered 
that ſad form of Combate, he gallop'd before the chief of 
them that fled, and raiſing his Voice that e might be 
heard, Whither fly you, (cried he) valiant Men? Whi- 
ther fly you? What Retreat have you if you loſe this 
Battel ? What Walls to eſcape the Fury of your Con- 
querors ? And how will you ſave your ſelves either from: 
Death, or from eternal Infamy ? Are you not the fame: 
Men that fought under 4/exander the Great? and the ſame” 


Men who but a few Minutes ſince had ſo gloriouſly be- 
Sun 


3 80 CASSANDRA Part IV. 


gun the Victory? By what Accident, and by what Loſ- 
les are you chang'd and weaken'd ? In ſpeaking theſe 
Words he oppoſed their Flight with his Sword up, and 
ſtopping one of the chief Lydian Captains by the Arm, 
Stay, (laid he) and face about, ſee here are thine Ene- 
mies. By theſe Words, animated with an extraordinary 
Geſture, and ſeconded by others from Lyſimachus, and 
Ptclomeus, he made ſome of thoſe frighted Men take 
Heart again, but he encouraged them a great deal better 
by his Actions. Follow me, (ſaid he ro them) do but 
follow me the Way that I will open to you ; and at the 
fame Time having obſerv'd Seleucus at the Head of the 
Argiraſpides, he judg'd that a good part of the Victory 
conſiſted in defeating him. He advanc'd toward him 
with a threatning Cry, and Seleucus, who ſaw him com- 
ing, expected him with a gieat deal of Reſolution ; the 
firſt Strokes they gave were reaſonable equal, but tho 
at another time Seleucus might have been able to make a 
long Refiſtance ; Oroondates's Force was then redoubled 
by his violent Anger, and he ſhew'd no ſmall Proof of 
it, when being cloſed with Selenucus, he lockt him ſo 
ſtrongly in his Arms, that clapping Spurs to his Horſe, 
He Reg that Ballant Man out. of his Saddle, and having 
carried him above Twenty Paces, let him fall quite aſto- 
niſned among the Horſes Feet. Caſſander, to revenge 
Seleucus, ſtruck Oroondates a blow behind; but the furi- 
ous Prince turning about to him, made his Sword come 
down with ſuch a force upon his Head, that his Cask 
was deeply dinted by it; and Caſſander himſelf, having 
his Face bath'd in Blood, reel'd from his Horſe among 
ſome of his Men who were come up to his Relief. Per- 
diccas could not ſee theſe Actions without being terrified, 
yet having Courage enough to prefer Death before Inta- 
my, did not turn his Back, but dar'd to ſtand the furious 
Prince, who knowing him by many Marks, flew at him 
as an Eagle at his Prey. Thou muſt die, Perdiccas, (cried 
he) thou muſt die for Statira, ſince thou art unworthy 
to live for her. With theſe Words he ruſh'd upon him 
with a Ficrceneſs which made him grow pale under his 
Arms, and forc'd him to approve of the Help he receiv'd 
from thoſe about him. | 
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With two Blows Oroondates gave him, he died his Arms 
in Blood, which came ſtreaming from Two ſeveral Pla- 
ces; but as eager as he was upon his Victory, he could 
not hinder Perdiccas's Friends from thruſting themſelves 
between, nor from reſcuing him out of his Hands half 
vanquiſh'd and half dead. Orcondates took Revenge for 
the Diſpleaſure he receiv'd, upon ſome of thoſe that caus'd 
it; and at the ſame time, turning his Eye towards his 
own Men, he ſaw Peuceſtas and Leonatus fall by the Hands 
of Lyſimachus and Ptolomens. 
By theſe brave Examples, the Phrygians, Lydians, and 
Pampbilians ſtaid their Flight, and fac'd about to their 
Enemies with ſo great Reſolution, that they ſeeing them- 
ſelves depriv'd of thoſe valiant Commanders, who had 
animated them, had not enough to make Reſiſtance ; 
eſpecially when they ſaw the brave Demetrius, follow'd 
by a good Body of Horſe, come thundering upon them, 
and Craterus alſo at the Head of the Macedonians. This 
ſecond Charge finding them wavering, utterly took away 
their Courage; ſo that of terrible Conquerors which they 
were a few Minutes before, they became tim-rous Run- 
aways ; and inſtcad of Victory, which by ſo much Blood 
they had almoſt gotten, they only fought to ſave them- 
ſelves by Flight. That Rout amongſt them was ſo ge- 
neral, that the ſtouteſt of them ſhameſully turn'd their 
Backs, and even the Two chief Leaders of the 4:girafſ- 
pides, Antigenes and Teutamus, both wounded by the 
Swords of Lyſimackus and Demetrius, being eſcap'd out 
of their Hands, like feeble Birds out of a Falcon's Tal- 
lons, fled to avoid the Danger that threatned them, and 
by their Example perfected the Routing of their Men. 
They afe beaten, my valiant Friends, ( cried Prince 
Oroondates) they are beaten, and if you negle& not the 
Advantages your Valour has given you, this is .the laſt 
Day of the War, and of your Enemies. As he had ſaid 
theſe Words, he threw himſelf among them who yet 
made Oppoſition, the greateſt part of which were Mace- 
donians, and having with the Troops that vigoroully ſe- 
conded him, water'd the Field with the Blood ot thoſe 
that were moſt reſolute, the reſt (unable to ſuſtain his 
Violence) follow'd the Example and the Deſtiny of 
ns be their 


% 


| 
| 
| 
| 


DC _Ss 


i, 


382 CASSCAN DRA Part IV. 


their Companions. From this part of the Battle, and 


from that where Arſaces, Ibaleſtris, and Eumenes, had 


fought with the ſame Succeſs, the Rout ſpread over all 
the Field, and Perdiccas's whole Party gave it ſelf up 


either to Flight, or to the Mercy of the Enemy; nor 


was there longer any fighting ſeen, but only Execution 
without Reſiſtance, and a lamentable Slaughter which for 
a long time the Commanders were not able to hinder, 
The Amazons, incenſed by the Loſs of their Companions, 


gave Store of Blood to their Revenge, and the People of 


the moſt cruel Natures, as the Thrac:ans, Arabes, and 
Hircanians, not regarding Pity, covered the Ground all 
over with dead Bodies. Thoſe that could make uſe of 
the Swiltneſs of their Horſes, ſought Safety toward the 
Town, but the witerable Foot cither loſt their Lives up- 
on the Place, or found their Deaths in the River, where 


they leapt in headlong to ſhun the Sword of their Ene- 


mies. | | 
The Waters of Euphrates, which before were clear 


and pure, turn'd red with the Blood of many Thouſands, 


and ſeem'd to ſwell higher with thoſe Streams, which 


made a ſecond River upon their Banks. 'The renowned 
Arſaces, carried on by the Ardour of the Fight, had croſ- 
ſed thro' ſo many Squadrons, that he at laſt was come 
near the Place where Oroondates, by his glorious Actions, 
bad given the Victory to his Party, and ſeeking for Re- 
ſiſtance whereſoc'er he thought he might find it, was 
brought by Seleucus's good Fortune, where that valiant 
Man, reduc'd to the laſt Extremity of his Life, was diſ- 
pucing the Remainders of it a-foot againſt a Company of 
Soldiers, who but for his Arrival had certainly made 
an End of him. Arſaces having heard ſome body name 
him, and knowing him by divers Marks, he who tho' he 
had not known him, and for all he was an Enemy, wou'd 
not have ſuffer d ſo brave a Man to be ſlain, rode up be- 
fore all his Soldiers, and by re-doubled Cries, ſtopping 
the Fury of the hotteſt among them, drew near to Se/eu- 
cus, who making uſe of the Reſpite that was given him, 


ſet the Point of his Sword upon the Ground, and leaning 


on the Hilt to take a little Reſt and Breath, ſaw his 


Blood run down from a great many Parts of his Body, 
. Arſaces 
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Arſaces putting up the Bever of his Helmet, Valiant Se- 
ſeucus (ſaid he) you ſhall not die, nor ſhall you be 
overcome, Arſaces will repay you part of what he owes 
you, and tho' he was not oblig'd to you for his Lite, 
he, with all generous Men, owes his Relief unto your 
Vertue. Seleucus knowing him, would no longer dif- 
pute his Life, nor his Liberty againſt him, but preſent- 
ing him his Sword, I yield my ſelf (ſaid he) and I yield 
my ſelf without Shame to the Great Arſaces, with this 
Belief, that if he had not ceaſed to be my Friend, I 
ſhould not now have been conquer'd. Arſaces was go- 
ing to reply, when he perceiv'd him to grow pale, and 
by little and little to ſink into a Swoon, which his 
Wearineſs and Loſs of Blood had cauſed. He embraced 
him preſently to hold him up, and feeling him faint in 
his Arms, he turn'd towards ſom? he knew, and making 
them take him up, commanded them to carry him into 
his Tent, and lay him in his Bed, with the ſame Care he 
would have delired to his own Perſon. Then ſeekin 

Orcondates on every Side, he found him buſied with Lyſe- 
machus, Demetrius, and Prolomeus, to ſtep the Slaughter 
of ſo many Men, who had given over all Reſiſtance. 
Spare, Friends, (cried he, running from Place to Place) 
ſpare thoſe who were your Countrymen and your Fellow 
Soldiers; there has been Blood enough ſhed already, ard 
our Victory for being the more bloody, cannot now be 
any thing the more entire. Arſaces help d the Prince of 
Scythia in that Employment; and by.the Care they tock 
they ſav'd the Lives of many Thouſand Men. The Sol- 
diers having long been deaf to thoſe Commands, began 


| to obey in many Places, and giving Quarter took ſome 


of their Enemies Priſoners, leaving the reſt free Liberty 
to eſcape ; all thoſe that. could ger off, retir'd to Babylon, 
the Gates whereof were ſet open to them, and of all 
that mighty Number of Soldiers, which a few Hours be- 
fore had covered all the Plain, there remained not any 
without the Walls, but what were either dead or Priſo- 
ners. In ſhort, our Princes had as total a Victory as 
they could have wilh'd ; and if the Ardour of Oroondates 
and Arſaces had been follow'd, they that very Day wou'd 
have appear'd at the Heels of the Run-aways, before the 
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Gates of Babylon; but Antigonus, Craterus and Polyperchon 
-oppoſed that Reſolution; and knowing that it was near 
Night, and that the City was not in a Condition to be 
ally taken, they ſtaid their Impetuouſneſs with very 
ſpecious Reaſons; and telling them how well they 


ought to be ſatisfied with the Actions of that Day, per- 


ſuaded them to beſtow the reſt of it in the Care of their 


-wounded Men, and in the Help they ow'd to their 
Friends, many of whom lying among the Dead, may yet 
have need, and be in a Cond; 

Aſſiſtance. The Two great Princes, to whoſe Valour 
and Conduct the Army confeſſeth it ſelf indebted for the 
Victory, ſubſcribed to the Opinion of their Friends; and 


after having employ'd their Care and their Authority in 


quieting all the Field, they cauſed a Retreat to be ſound- 


ed on every Side, moderating their Impat ience by Hope 


of laying Siege within a few Days to Babylon. 


The End of the Fourth Part of CASSANDRA. 
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